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Preface

After reading many scholarly commentaries on different books of Scripture, it became 
my mental habit to sift through the minute discussions of individual words and/or phrases, 
and the quoting of various scholars of the past of many differing opinions, and center on the 
most logical and inspirational truths that remained. Thus I relied on the studied scholarship 
of those who had learned the original languages and had read all the previous scholars that 
had written to get the best possible understanding of Scripture that I, as a non-scholar, could. 
It seemed that most church members would not attempt to read scholarly works - but would 
benefit from their knowledge if presented in a plain and straightforward manner, the truths 
they had perceived. The following commentary is my attempt to do this. May God bless my 
efforts to the extent that they increase the understanding and faith of the reader.

T.O.D. Johnston
2005
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Commentary on Leviticus

Lesson I

Leviticus – The Third Book of Moses.

Introduction to Leviticus: the laws of the priests, the Levites (tribe of Levi). It records 
the sacrifices under the Levitical dispensation, the priests roles concerning them; the times 
and seasons when they were offered, and many other rites and ceremonies.

Written by Moses, as accepted by the Jews, and affirmed in the New testament by Jesus
(Matthew 8:4). Its contents were spoken to Moses from out of the newly created tabernacle. It 
was the 2nd year from coming out of Egypt. The first day of the first month (1st 7 chapters.) 
On some of the following days of the first month the remainder was given to him, and written 
by him (chapter 8:1; 10:1; 16:1).

Other dates: years since creation - 2514; 1490 years before the coming of Christ. The 
sacrifices, rites and ceremonies in it were types of Christ; "shadows of good things to come by 
Him."

Leviticus chapter 1.

Burnt Offerings
1 And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an 
offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the 
flock.
3 ¶ If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he
shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before 
the LORD.
4 And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted 
for him to make atonement for him.
5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring
the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.
6 And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.
7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order 
upon the fire:
8 and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order upon 
the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:
9 but his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the 
altar, to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD.
10 ¶ And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt 
sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.
11 And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the priests, 
Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.
12 And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay 
them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:
13 but he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, 
and burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor 
unto the LORD.
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14 ¶ And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he shall bring 
his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.
15 And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and burn it on the 
altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar:
16 and he shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the 
east part, by the place of the ashes.
17 And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide it asunder: and the 
priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it is a burnt sacrifice, 
an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD.

Commentary on Leviticus chapter 1.

Verse 1. A still small voice called out to Moses from the tabernacle of the congregation, 
from the holy of holies, from the mercy-seat over the ark.

Verse 2. Through only Moses were the law of the sacrifices of the people of Israel given. 
The animals they were to bring were clean beasts (no wild animals) – oxen and sheep – the 
oxen and bullock were emblems of strength; the sheep of innocence, patience, harmless; the 
goat – the likeness of sinful flesh, the sins of the people imputed to them. (Fit to represent the 
sacrifice of Christ.)

Verse 3. A burnt-offering of the herd (the whole animal except the skin) all burned 
upward in smoke and vapors (as the fire of divine wrath, its strength dried up thereby). A 
male without spot or blemish – offered up voluntarily, a free will offering – even as Christ. To 
be done openly, in public, in the presence of the Lord: at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation (see Luke 24:18-20).

Verse 4. He shall put his hand on the head of the beast (the burnt-offering). He makes 
confession of his sins - both bad things he had done, and good things he had neglected to do. 
This was the transferring of his sins to his sacrifice – to be offered to make atonement for 
them: "and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him."

Verse 5. The one that brings the offering shall kill it before the Lord (all being guilty). 
The priests (Aaron's sons) will bring the blood in vessels (or caught when the animal was 
slain), and sprinkle it round about the altar, that is by the door of the tabernacle – its 
sprinkled upon the four horns at the corners, the drops therefrom go down all four sides of the
entire altar (round about).

The blood could be spread by many priests, the sprinkling. 1 Peter 1:2 – Christ's blood 
is called the blood of sprinkling – on the heart by the Spirit of God – purging the conscience, 
speaks peace and pardon (also Hebrews 12:24).

Verse 6. The priest shall take off the skin of the burnt offering. The only part not burnt, 
now property of the priest. This may be an emblem of the righteousness of Christ, as the skins 
God made for Adam and Even in the Garden of Eden, (Genesis 3:21). The rest of the beast is 
cut into his pieces, every part naked and open to view. (Even as Christ suffered and endured in
every part of His body, head to foot).

Verse 7. The sons of Aaron put fire upon the altar – the fire of the altar originally came 
down from heaven, consumed the sacrifice – taken of God's acceptance (Leviticus 9:24; 
Chronicles 21:26). It was to b kept continually burning upon the altar, by the priests. Their 
wood was burning upon the altar, by the priests. Then wood was added in order upon the fire. 

9

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

There was a room where wood was stored until needed. The fire first kindled, the wood added 
upon it.

Verse 8. Aaron's sons, the priests, lay the various parts, the head and the fat, the rest of 
the pieces were laid in order upon the wood that is upon the fire which is upon the altar.

Verse 9. the innards and legs were washed separately – the innards of the holy things – 
in water. All lusts washed away – anything hurtful to the lives of men. All then were burned on
the altar by the priest. All consumed by fire, a sweet savour unto the Lord.

Verse 10. If flock offering (sheep or goat) as a burnt sacrifice a male without spot or 
blemish (as in verses 2 and 3).

Verse 11. The slaying of these animals on the north side of the altar at the north-west 
horn; the priests (Aaron's sons) will sprinkle the blood round about the altar upon it. As in 
verse 5.

Verse 12. They were to be cut in pieces as the bullock (verse 6); and laid on the wood, 
on the fire, on the altar (verse 8.

verse 13. As with the bullock, the innards and legs were washed with water (verse 9). All
was burnt on the altar, a burnt-sacrifice offering by fire – a sweet savour unto the Lord (verse 
9).

Verse 14. Offering of fowls – burnt sacrifice: turtle doves or young pigeons. Proper 
emblems of Christ: meekness and strong affection. Perfect and unblemished.

Verse 15. The priest shall bring it to the altar – the southeast horn, near the ashes-
place, wherein the crop and its feathers were cast.

The head was wrung off (as if twisting backwards), then squeezing out the blood, 
rubbing with salt, then it is burned on the altar. The blood wrung out at the side of the altar 
(by its wall).

As the Jews laid violent hands upon Christ, and His life was taken away in such a 
manner.

Verse 16. Its dung (his crop) and feathers – beside the altar on the east part, by the 
ashes beside the altar. Cleanness and purity of the offering as of Christ.

Verse 17. The body of the bird was cut down the middle, but not into two pieces, the 
wings not separated from the body.

The priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire.
A burnt-sacrifice on the fire, a sweet savour unto the Lord (verse 9).

Next, the meat offering: Leviticus 2:1-16.
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Lesson II

Leviticus chapter 2. Meat or meal offerings.

1 And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be of fine 
flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon.
2 And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests: and he shall take thereout his handful 
of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest 
shall burn the memorial of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor 
unto the LORD:
3 and the remnant of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing most 
holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.
4 ¶ And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baked in the oven, it shall be 
unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.
5 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baked in a pan, it shall be of fine flour 
unleavened, mingled with oil.
6 Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.
7 And if thy oblation be a meat offering baked in the frying pan, it shall be made of fine 
flour with oil.
8 And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things unto the LORD: and
when it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the altar.
9 And the priest shall take from the meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall burn it 
upon the altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD.
10 And that which is left of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing 
most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.
11 ¶ No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with leaven: for 
ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD made by fire.
12 As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but they shall 
not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savor.
13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou 
suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine 
offerings thou shalt offer salt.
14 ¶ And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt offer for 
the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of 
full ears.
15 And thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense thereon: it is a meat offering.
16 And the priest shall burn the memorial of it, part of the beaten corn thereof, and part of
the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

Commentary on Leviticus chapter 2.

Verse 1. This is a free-will offering, to be offered with all the heart and soul – as offering
one's soul to the Lord. "A meat offering" is a general term as used here.

The best wheat flour denotes excellence and purity. Bread of life – as the principle part 
of human sustenance, nourishing and strengthening, supporting and maintaining life. A fit 
emblem of Christ, the True Bread of life for all them that believe: the bread of God.

Oil shall be poured upon it, to mix with the flour. Oil denotes the grace of the Spirit, 
poured upon Christ without measure, this being the Anointed Prophet, Priest, King – the oil 
of gladness (Psalms 14:7). And frankincense (a handful) for a sweet odour. All brought 
together to be presented to the priest.
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Verse 2. Aaron's sons, the priests. One priest would take the offering, and with his right 
hand, reach down into it, taking off a handful of flour, oil, and frankincense together – and 
burn it as a memorial upon the altar; an offering made by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord.

As a recognition of the lord's loving-kindness to His people, His covenant and promises
unto them, which put the offerer in mind of the great sacrifice of Christ, Who would be offered
for his sins.

Verse 3. The rest of the offering was for the priests (God provided for their 
maintenance.). It is most holy of the offerings of the Lord made by fire.

Verse 4. Another offering – of cakes baked in an oven: unleavened cakes of fine flour, 
mingled with oil. Also wafers. The cakes mixed with oil, the wafers anointed with oil. Without 
leaven indicates sincerity and truth. The oil, the grace of the Spirit of God in Christ.

Verse 5. If the offering was baked in a pan (no edge or covering of fine – unleavened 
flour, mingled with oil), as the others before.

Verse 6. All meat offerings baked in containers were to be put into cakes, oil poured on 
and offered as the others.

Verse 7. If baked in a frying pan, it shall follow the same procedure as the previous 
ones.

Verse 8. These offerings were brought to the Lord's priest, presented to the priest; the 
priest is to bring it to the southwest horn of the altar.

Verse 9. The priest is to take a handful there of the offering as a memorial, and burn it 
upon the altar, by fire: a sweet savour unto the Lord.

Verse 10. The rest of the offering is for the priests: the high priest first, then the 
common priests: a thing most holy (as in verse 3).

Verse 11. Leaven was acceptable in peace offerings and wave loaves (chapter 7:13) but 
not in meat-offerings.

Leaven is likened to the corruption of nature (as Jesus talked about the Scribes and 
Pharisees – Luke 12:1 and Matthew 16:6,11,12). Therefore it is forbidden. Also honey is 
forbidden, as widely known to be used in rituals and offerings to the heathen gods (even called
the food of the gods).

Verse 12. The oblation of the first-fruits offered to the Lord were the portion of the 
priests – therefore not burnt upon the altar.

Verse 13. Every one of the meat-offerings are to be seasoned with salt. A savour and 
preservative. A symbol of the perpetual covenant (a covenant of salt – Numbers 25:13). All 
offerings were salted – Mark 9:49 mentions this.

Verse 14. A free-will offering of first fruits, of green ears of barley. They were dried by 
fire so they could be ground into fine flour. Full ears made the finest flour. I Corinthians 15:23
mentions this beating, the ears, drying them by fire, and grinding them, denoted the 
sufferings of Christ.
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Verse 15. Oil is put upon the flour, and frankincense layed thereon: the cakes and 
wafers. Like the other meat offerings (as in verses 1:4,5,7).

verse 16. A memorial (handful) shall be burnt by the priest for a memorial: of the 
beaten corn, part of the oil, and all of the frankincense – an offering by fire unto the Lord.

End.
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Lesson III

Leviticus chapter 3. The peace offerings.

What they consisted of: their rites and ceremonies, and concludes with forbidding 
forever the eating of fat and blood.

Scriptures.

1 And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd, whether it 
be a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.
2 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood upon the 
altar round about.
3 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the
LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,
4 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.
5 And Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, which is upon the 
wood that is on the fire: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD.
6 ¶ And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD be of the flock, male
or female, he shall offer it without blemish.
7 If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the LORD.
8 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle the blood thereof round about upon the 
altar.
9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the
LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard by the backbone; and the 
fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,
10 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.
11 And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire 
unto the LORD.
12 ¶ And if his offering be a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.
13 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof upon the altar round 
about.
14 And he shall offer thereof his offering, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD; 
the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,
15 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.
16 And the priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made by fire 
for a sweet savor: all the fat is the LORD's.
17 It shall be a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings, that 
ye eat neither fat nor blood.

Commentary on Leviticus chapter 3.

Verse 1. The Law of the peace offering. These were called this because they were for 
thanksgiving for favours received or as a devotion in order to obtain family health and safety, 
peace and prosperity. Typical of Christ made place for us by His blood and sacrifice. This also 
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shows clearly God's wrath against sin. And any person's repentance and attempts at continual 
good works would not be enough! Only Christ was able to procure peace with God for them: 
spiritual peace here, eternal peace hereafter.

No distinction of male or female bullock: strength in Christ's obedience, weakness in 
His sufferings. Without blemish signified perfection and purity, before the Lord, on the west 
side of the court.

Verse 2. The man laid his hand upon the head of his offering: words of praise were 
spoken. It was slain at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. The blood was sprinkled
by the priests round about the altar.

Verse 3. The priest shall offer the sacrifice of the peace offering: those parts to be 
mentioned, an offering by fire unto the Lord. It was to be burned up: all of the fat within the 
innards. (As in the fatted calf, the kind offered by Abel – Genesis 4:4; Hebrews 11:4.)

Verse 4. The two kidneys and their fat, on both sides, the skin that enclosed the liver 
(the caul) and the liver are added.

Verse 5. The priests shall burn them all on the altar. An offering made by fire, a sweet 
smell unto the Lord.

Verse 6. If his peace-offering is of a sheep, male or female, it must be without blemish.

Verse 7. If a lamb, it must be of its first year, brought to offer it before the Lord.

Verse 8. His hand is upon its head, he kills it before the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation. The priests shall sprinkle the blood thereof round about the altar upon the 4 
horns.

Verse 9. The priest offers the peace-offering made by fire unto the Lord. Added to the 
parts before mentioned for the previous animals are added the parts unique to the sheep: the 
fat of the "whole rump", close to the back bone, connected with the tail: this along with all the 
fat in the aforementioned animals (verse 3).

Verse 10. And the 2 kidneys (verse 4).

Verse 11. The priest burns all of this upon the altar: the food of the offering made by fire
unto the Lord – also called the bread of God (Leviticus 21:8; 22; Numbers 28:2).

Verse 12. If his offering is a goat, it shall be done as the bullock and the lamb.

Verse 13. The same direction, laying hand on head, killing it; blood sprinkled.

Verses 14,15. Same rules about taking the fat off as with the bullock.

Verse 16. All the fat, kidneys, and innards were burned on the altar: the offering made 
by fire of the food – a sweet savour unto the Lord. Only after all was burnt up could the priests
have the breast and shoulders, which belonged to them. All the fat is the Lord's.
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Verse 17. This shall be a perpetual law, generation to generation, throughout wherever 
your dwellings may be – no fat or blood is to be eaten, only may it be offered to the Lord, as a 
sacrifice. Period!
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Lesson IV

Leviticus chapter 4. Sin Offerings.

Scriptures. Verses 1-12.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against 
any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and 
shall do against any of them:
3 if the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring
for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin 
offering.
4 And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before 
the LORD.
5 And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock's blood, and bring it to the 
tabernacle of the congregation:
6 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times 
before the LORD, before the veil of the sanctuary.
7 And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense 
before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood 
of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.
8 And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the fat that 
covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,
9 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away,
10 as it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest 
shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.
11 And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his 
inwards, and his dung,
12 even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, where 
the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out 
shall he be burnt.

Commentary on verses 1-12.

Introduction.

The law of the sin-offering, for sins committed through ignorance, error, and mistake. 
What they include, the rites, which differed according to the persons for whom it is made.

Verses 1,2. The Lord spake to Moses, concerning the sin-offering; what, for whom as 
follows. To tell the children of Israel: sin identified as from the soul; this sin is through 
ignorance – whether ignorance of things forbidden, whether publicly, or inadvertently, by 
mistake or error; different from presumptuous sins.

Verse 3. If an anointed priest sins, of error or ignorance as the common people (he 
being weak as they); or does something that leads the people to sin (by his wrong example) or 
by his mistaken sacrifice of offering of the people. For this sin he is to bring a young bullock 
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(two years old), as the same offering of the whole congregation: without blemish, unto the 
Lord.

Verse 4. It is brought to the door of the tabernacle, put his hand upon it, kill it before 
the Lord, the person's sins imputed to the bullock.

Verse 5. The anointed priest brings of its blood, no basin, into the tabernacle, the holy 
place where the veil was, before the holy of holies.

Verse 6. With his right hand, he takes of the blood and sprinkles it 7 times before the 
veil, or upon the veil (only of bullocks or goats).

Verse 7. Some of the blood was to be also sprinkled upon the horns of the altar of 
incense before the Lord – the golden altar in front of the veil in the holy place. This shows the 
intercession of Christ (the offering of incense), proceeds from His blood and sacrifice.

The rest of the blood is poured at the bottom of the altar of burnt-offering, at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verses 8-10. The bullock is then cut up as continued in the next two verses in the same 
manner as in 3:3,4,5.

Verse 11. This offering for the priest, the skin was burned with the rest of the bullock – 
even the innards and dung. Death includes every part of the sin offering.

Verse 12. The whole bullock was taken outside of the entire camp of the people, the 
place of ashes, then was burned with fire, in the open (as without the camp).

Scriptures. Verses 13-21.

13 ¶ And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid 
from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the 
commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;
14 when the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation shall 
offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation.
15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock 
before the LORD; and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.
16 And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock's blood to the tabernacle of the
congregation:
17 and the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven times 
before the LORD, even before the veil.
18 And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before the 
LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the blood at the 
bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
19 And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar.
20 And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he 
do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them.
21 And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, and burn him as he burned the 
first bullock: it is a sin offering for the congregation.
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Commentary on verses 13-21.

Verse 13. When a majority of the assembly of Israel does something, not knowingly, 
that is forbidden by commandments of the Lord – and are guilty of sin.

Verse 14. Then, when found guilty, they are to bring a young bullock as offering for the 
sin, before the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 15. A group of the elders (traditional numbers of 3, 5, or 12) place hands on the 
bullock, then it is killed before the Lord near the burnt-offering altar.

Verses 16-21. The anointed priest brings the bullock's blood to the tabernacle of the 
congregation and the same rites as for the priest's sin offering – verse 5. Verses 17-22 record 
these same rites as seen in verses 6, 7, 12.

Scriptures. Verses 22-35. These verses describe rites for the ruler, and then for any of 
the common people.

22 ¶ When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance against any of the 
commandments of the LORD his God concerning things which should not be done, and is 
guilty;
23 or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring his offering,
a kid of the goats, a male without blemish:
24 and he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the place where they 
kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it is a sin offering.
25 And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon 
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out his blood at the bottom of the altar 
of burnt offering.
26 And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
and the priest shall make an atonement for him as concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven 
him.
27 ¶ And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth 
somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not 
to be done, and be guilty;
28 or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; then he shall bring his 
offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he hath sinned.
29 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin offering in 
the place of the burnt offering.
30 And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put it upon the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar.
31 And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the sacrifice 
of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet savor unto the LORD;
and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.
32 ¶ And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female without blemish.
33 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering 
in the place where they kill the burnt offering.
34 And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put it upon 
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof at the bottom 
of the altar:
35 and he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away from the 
sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon the altar, according to the 
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offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that 
he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven him.

Commentary on verses 22-35.

Verse 22. When a ruler had sinned: a ruler, king, prince, or governor of a tribe – any 
who has power over many others.

A sin of ignorance against any commandments of the Lord his God – used only of 
authority – as appointed by God and therefore always under God's authority.

Verse 23. If his sin, either he becomes aware of or recalls what he had done, or others 
bring it to his attention – then he must bring his offering – a kid of the goats – male without 
blemish (considered a large fat one) considered above the offering of one of the common 
people.

Verse 24. He lays his hand on the head and kills the goat, where they kill the burnt 
offering before the lord: in the court, north side of the altar; a sin offering.

Verse 25. The blood received in a basin by the priest. The priest dipped the first finger 
of his right hand into the blood and puts upon the 4 horns of the altar of burnt offering.

The rest is poured out at the bottom of the altar (south).

Verse 26. All the fat is burnt upon the altar as with the peace-offering (chapter 3:3,4,5). 
The priest makes atonement for him; his is forgiven (not punished).

Verses 27,28. If a common person sins through ignorance or if he becomes aware of his 
sin, he shall bring an offering – a female kid of the goats without blemish – to atone for it.

Verse 29. He shall lay his hand upon the head – confessing his sin, transferring it to the
sacrifice – then slay the sin offering on the north side of the altar.

Verses 30,31. The priest takes the blood as with the others – as in verses 25,26.

Verse 32. If he brings a lamb – a female without blemish.

Verse 33. The right hand upon its head, and slay it for a sin offering.

Verses 34,35. The blood done as in verses 25,26.

End.
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Lesson V

Leviticus chapter 5. Trespass offering.
Refusing to bear witness in a case, touching unclean things, swearing falsely.

Scriptures. Verses 1-10.

1 And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen 
or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.
2 Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whether it be a carcass of an unclean beast, or a 
carcass of unclean cattle, or the carcass of unclean creeping things, and if it be hidden from 
him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.
3 Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man shall 
be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty.
4 Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be 
that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then 
he shall be guilty in one of these.
5 And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that 
he hath sinned in that thing:
6 and he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath sinned,
a female from the flock, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering; and the priest shall 
make an atonement for him concerning his sin.
7 ¶ And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he 
hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin offering,
and the other for a burnt offering.
8 And he shall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin 
offering first, and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not divide it asunder:
9 and he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar; and the 
rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it is a sin offering.
10 And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the 
priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be 
forgiven him.

Commentary on verses 1-10.

Verse 1. The soul of a person includes the will and desire. If he hears another swear to a 
falsehood; or else if a man hears someone calling upon another to bear testimony in a case 
with an oath to testify in a case, if he is a witness – he is responsible to bear witness. If he does
not, he shall "bear his iniquity" charged with sin. He must acknowledge his offense and bring 
a trespass offering.

Verse 2. Touching the unclean thing: a carcass of any unclean beast (camel, hare, 
swine), or of unclean cattle (horse and donkey), unclean for food; or unclean creeping things 
(listed in Leviticus 11:29-31). If he touched it without knowing, or being ignorant of the law 
concerning it.

Verse 3. One touch the uncleanness of man: a dead body, or a part, a grave, or any with 
bleeding – even if unaware, when he finds out, then he shall be guilty – acknowledge his guilt 
when known and they offer a sacrifice.

21

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 4. If a soul swear out loud to do evil or to do good, in the present or future. Even 
when he has forgotten it, and then is reminded of it by a witness: he shall be guilty of swearing
falsely.

Verse 5. When he is guilty in one of the previous things (in the preceding verses), he is 
to confess his sin in detail – confession and repentance before atonement.

Verse 6. He shall bring a trespass offering unto the Lord for his sin. Also it is called a 
sin offering for sins of ignorance. The wealthy were to bring a lamb or kid, the priest shall 
make an atonement for his sin by the shedding of blood of the sacrifice: a type of the 
atonement of Christ by the shedding of His blood.

Verse 7. If a person is less able to buy or bring a lamb – then he shall bring two 
turtledoves or pigeons for his trespass, unto the Lord. The birds were common and plentiful – 
therefore inexpensive. They were considered pure, innocent, and meek. The turtledoves were 
larger. One for a sin-offering, one for a burnt-offering.

Verse 8. He shall bring them unto the priest; he shall offer for the sin-offering first 
(make atonement for sin, then the burnt-offering as God's acceptance of it). The head was 
wrung so as to break the neck, but not separating the head from the body. The neck was to be 
broken to the point of letting blood come from the neck. It was the priest's nail that nipped the
skin of the neck (behind the throat) that brought about the bleeding.

Verse 9. The priest then sprinkles of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the 
altar: the lower wall. The rest of the blood was wrung out at the altar's bottom – sin offering.

Verse 10. The second bird was to be offered for a burnt-offering: as the burnt-offering 
of the fowl in chapter 1:15-17. This was an atonement for him: his sin shall be forgiven him.

There is no instance of pardon under the Old Testament but in this way, by the 
shedding of innocent blood for sin; a pointing to and promise of Christ.

Hebrews 9:22 - "...forgiveness of sin with God proceeds from the atonement made by 
the blood of Christ."

Scriptures. Verses 11-19.

11 ¶ But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that 
sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he 
shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering.
12 Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it, even a 
memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the 
LORD: it is a sin offering.
13 And the priest shall make an atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath sinned 
in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the remnant shall be the priest's, as a meat 
offering.
14 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; 
then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, 
with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass 
offering:
16 and he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall 
add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement 
for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.
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17 ¶ And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by 
the commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his 
iniquity.
18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a 
trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning 
his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him.
19 It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.

Commentary on verses 11-19.

Verse 11. For even the poorest, who can't even bring two birds, God has planned for 
atonement and forgiveness: an omer of fine flour (one day's amount for one man). No oil or 
frankincense is to be put on it (which would add to its taste and smell) – not appropriate for a 
sin offering.

Verse 12. The plain flower was brought to the priest, who takes a handful of it and 
burns it on the altar – a sin-offering made by fire unto the Lord.

Verse 13. Thus atonement is made by the priest, for the sin in any of the 
aforementioned cases; it shall be forgiven him. The remaining flour was the priest's as a meat 
offering.

Verse 14. The Lord continued to speak to Moses out of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, saying what follows in the succeeding verses.

Verse 15. If a soul sins through ignorance in the holy things of the Lord, payment of 
tithes or withhold of the first-fruits or eating of sacred things, he will bring a trespass offering 
unto the Lord – a ram without blemish (of the sheep). This sin of ignorance in holy things is 
more serious. The ram should be kept the least, worth two shekels of silver.

Verse 16. This will make amends for the harm he has done in the holy thing (an 
estimate of the damage). He was to give as well a fifth part to the priest – this to show the evil 
nature of the sin of sacrilege – though done through ignorance.

The priest shall make an atonement with the ram of the trespass-offering: it shall be 
forgiven him.

Verse 17. If a soul sin, of something forbidden in the commandments of the Lord – and 
he wasn't aware if he had transgressed: yet he is guilty, and bear his iniquity. He is liable to be 
punished, chargeable with guilt. Thus he must make an atonement.

Verse 18. He must bring a ram without blemish to the priest – plus an estimate of the 
damage done through the breach of any commandment. The priest will make an atonement 
for him for his mistake, that he wasn't aware of, and it shall be forgiven him.

Verse 19. This is a trespass offering – for his trespass against the Lord. No sin is to be 
overlooked, passed by, or forgiven without a sacrifice. He shall offer a trespass-offering to the 
Lord.
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Lesson VI

Leviticus chapter 6.

Trespass offerings for sins committed willfully, or knowingly, also cleansing of the altar
of burnt offering and its fire; the special meat offerings.

Scriptures. Verses 1-13.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbor in that 
which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away by violence, or 
hath deceived his neighbor;
3 or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any 
of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:
4 then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that which 
he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or that which was 
delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,
5 or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the principal, 
and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the 
day of his trespass offering.
6 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, a ram without blemish out of 
the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:
7 and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD: and it shall be 
forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.
8 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: It is the 
burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire 
of the altar shall be burning in it.
10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon 
his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt offering on the 
altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.
11 And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes 
without the camp unto a clean place.
12 And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest 
shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall 
burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.
13 The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.

Commentary on verses 1-13.

Verse 1. The continuing speech to Moses about the trespass-offering – but about 
different people as follows.

Verse 2. Some sins are not only against God's laws but also are against the good of 
society: swearing falsehoods.

If he was given to keep something by his neighbor, whether goods or animals, and then 
later denies it – claiming the items were his own. Or if the two had formed a partnership, and 
received an amount of money for it, then denies it; or if he borrowed money for it, then denies 
it; or if he borrowed anything, then claims it as his own, or if he secretly has stolen it – 
deceiving his neighbor.
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Verse 3. or has found something lost and lies about it. He is guilty of this sin. He must 
give back the thing, in any of the described circumstances, whether he stole it, lied about 
having it, found it and claimed it.

Verse 5. If he has sworn falsely about the case, he must add a fifth part to the principle 
and give it to the person from whom it was stolen. The 5th part is for his false oath.

Verse 6. Then he is to bring his trespass-offering unto the Lord: a ram without blemish 
is to be brought to the priest. This is worth about two shekels – about the same amount as for 
sins of ignorance. He will be forgiven for his sin.

Verse 7. The priest makes atonement for him before the Lord: in any and all that he had
done, it shall be forgiven him. All pointing to all the manner of sins forgiven in Christ's sake.

Verse 8. This begins a new section: the Lord spoke unto Moses.

Verse 9. Addressed to Aaron and his sons.
The law of the daily sacrifice, morning and evening: the burnt offering. The fire was to 

be kept going all night unto morning: it shall be kept burning all the time.

Verse 10. The priest puts on his white linen garment – a close fitting shirt, covering his 
whole body, down to his feet. An emblem of the purity and holiness of Jesus our High-Priest.

The priest also wore linen pants to cover additionally his private parts more adequately.
First thing in the morning, the ashes of the burnt-offerings must be taken up. They 

were to be put near the corner of the altar in a designated spot. They are left there. This begins
the morning service.

Verse 11. The previously mentioned garments were taken off. Other priestly garb put on
for the job of carrying the ashes out of the camp, but to a clean place, as they were ashes of 
holy things.

The body of Christ was wrapped in clean linen cloth, laid in a new tomb, outside the 
city of Jerusalem (Matthew 27:59,60; Luke 23:53).

Verse 12. The wood was always kept in piles, to keep the fire burning continually. The 
larger pile was for the larger fire, for the daily sacrifice. The smaller pile was for the fire in the 
censer, which burnt the morning and evening incense.

The priest would stoke the fire with fresh wood in the morning, and then lay the burnt-
offering upon it. Both morning and evening, any sacrifices of that kind were offered – the fat 
of the peace offerings.

Verse 13. The fire must be kept always burning upon the altar. Considered an emblem 
of the love of Christ to His people – ever a flame burning. It shall never go out!

Scriptures. Verses 14-23.

14 ¶ And this is the law of the meat offering: The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the 
LORD, before the altar.
15 And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the meat offering, and of the oil 
thereof, and all the frankincense which is upon the meat offering, and shall burn it upon the 
altar for a sweet savor, even the memorial of it, unto the LORD.
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16 And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat: with unleavened bread shall it 
be eaten in the holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation they shall eat it.
17 It shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it unto them for their portion of my 
offerings made by fire; it is most holy, as is the sin offering, and as the trespass offering.
18 All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever in 
your generations concerning the offerings of the LORD made by fire: every one that toucheth 
them shall be holy.
19 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
20 This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the LORD in 
the day when he is anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering 
perpetual, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night.
21 In a pan it shall be made with oil; and when it is baked, thou shalt bring it in: and the 
baked pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savor unto the LORD.
22 And the priest of his sons that is anointed in his stead shall offer it: it is a statute for 
ever unto the LORD; it shall be wholly burnt.
23 For every meat offering for the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall not be eaten.

Commentary on verses 14-23.

Verse 14. The Law of the meat offering, brought to the sons of Aaron, offered before the
Lord in front of the altar, then burnt on the altar.

Verse 15. The priest takes his handful (as in Leviticus 2:2) of flour, oil, frankincense, 
put on the meat offering – then burn it on the altar of burnt offering, a sweet savor unto the 
Lord.

Verse 16. The rest of the flour – unleavened – made into bread for the priests to eat in 
the holy place – a room designated for that purpose.

Verse 17. Unleavened signified pure, most holy as all the offerings. This was set apart to
support the priests and Levites, and not used by any other person.

Verse 18. Only Aaron's male offspring shall eat it, generation to generation (13 years old
and up). The offerings were holy, therefore only ones holy could touch it. Also any utensils or 
dishes could not be used for anything else.

Verse 19. The Lord continued to speak to Moses.

Verse 20. On the day of the anointing of any priests (sons of Aaron): the tenth part of 
one part (what a man would eat in a day – half in the morning, half at night, as a meat offering
and every day thereafter. Traditionally 12 cakes, 6 in the morning, 6 at night. A continual 
value of the sacrifice of Jesus is signified.

Verse 21. It will be made in a pan with olive oil – a vessel with no covering, baked in an 
oven: a meat-offering, sweet savour unto the Lord. The broken pieces were offered (as Christ's
body, broken for us).

Verse 22. The priest anointed in Aaron's stead will offer it, a statute forever unto the 
Lord. To be burned completely up (different from the common meat offering of which only a 
handful was burned up).
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Verse 23. The priest could not eat their own sacrifices (or a portion of it) to show that 
they could not make atonement for their own sins. The priests, by eating of the offering of the 
people, bore their iniquities, and made atonement for them.

Scriptures. Verses 24-30.

24 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
25 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering: In the 
place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD: it is 
most holy.
26 The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten, in the 
court of the tabernacle of the congregation.
27 Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of 
the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy
place.
28 But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a 
brazen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water.
29 All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: it is most holy.
30 And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of the 
congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be burnt in the fire.

Commentary on verses 24-30.

Verse 24. Continued discourse with Moses.

Verse 25. He is to deliver this information about the sin-offering to Aaron and his sons. 
This adds to what was delivered in Leviticus 4. On the north side of the altar, where the burnt 
offering is killed, will be the sin offering killed: it is most holy.

Verse 26. In eating it the priest bears the sins of the person that brought it. Only in the 
holy place, in the place designated: in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 27. Whatever was used in dealing with the flesh – dishes and knives, were not to 
be used for any other purpose – now considered also holy.

Any garment that blood gets sprinkled upon must be washed clean, in the holy place, at
the designated place.

Verse 28. Any earthen vessel (being partly porous) that soaks within it any blood: they 
must be broken, destroyed, and put aside.

Any vessel of brass that retained some moisture of a bloody nature must be scoured 
out, then rinsed thoroughly with water.

Verse 29. As of the meat offerings (verse 18) the males of the priests shall eat of these 
offerings: this to his male offspring. This traditionally included the male children of the 
priests on duty as well.

Verse 20. Any sin offering that's blood had been spilled in the court, that was then 
brought into the holy place and offered within the veil on the mercy seat will not be eaten. It 
will be carried outside the camp and burnt up. Clearly mentioned in Leviticus 16:27. As the 
blood of reconciliation (of the passover lamb).

This is applied to Christ in Hebrews 13:11,12.
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Verse 11. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by 
the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

Verse 12. Wherefore, Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered without the gate.
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Lesson VII

Leviticus chapter 7. Continuation of the laws of the offerings.

Scriptures. Verses 1-10.

1 Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering: it is most holy.
2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering: and 
the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar.
3 And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the 
inwards,
4 and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and the caul 
that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away:
5 and the priest shall burn them upon the altar for an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD: it is a trespass offering.
6 Every male among the priests shall eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the holy place: it is 
most holy.
7 As the sin offering is, so is the trespass offering: there is one law for them: the priest 
that maketh atonement therewith shall have it.
8 And the priest that offereth any man's burnt offering, even the priest shall have to 
himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered.
9 And all the meat offering that is baked in the oven, and all that is dressed in the frying 
pan, and in the pan, shall be the priest's that offereth it.
10 And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one
as much as another.

Commentary on verses 1-10.

Verse 1. The rites and rules observed at its being offered. The 2 previous chapters 
described the persons for whom it was to be made: thou that sinned in ignorance and those 
that sinned knowingly. Here the place and parts of the offering, and how to dispose of them. 
Most holy, used sacredly: to the Lord, or His priests.

Verse 2. In the same place as the burnt-offering was killed, so was the trespass offering;
the blood sprinkled around the altar – the upper part of it.

Verse 3. All the fat offered to the Lord, the rump of sheep and rams, and of the innards 
(called the omentum).

Verse 4. The two kidneys (covered with fat) by the flanks also fat, the caul above the 
liver, and the kidneys – to be burned.

Verse 5. The priest burned them all upon the altar, offered unto the Lord. As the fire of 
God's wrath burned the offering instead of His people as atonement for trespass committed.

Verse 6. The rest of the animal belonged to the priests and their sons: to only be eaten 
in the holy place: it is most holy.

Verse 7. this law of the trespass offering is the same as the sin offering (chapter 
6:27,28). The priest that makes atonement therewith shall have all that was not burnt, he and 
his sons.
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Verse 8. Of the burnt offering which was wholly burned up, the priest shall have the 
skin thereof, to him alone. Some have suggested that this points back to the case of Adam – he
offered sacrifice according to God's directions; he had made coats of the skins of the offered 
animals as covering for him and Eve.

Verse 9. Of meat offering (prepared in any of the 3 described ways): one baked in an 
oven; or fried as pancakes in a pan or as set upon the hearth made hot and soon baked. 
Questions: see chapter 2:4,5,7.

Verse 10. No oil in some offerings, some with oil (the poor couldn't afford the oil): all of
these go to the sons of Aaron. All except the handful that was burnt in the offering.

Scriptures. Verses 11-21.

11 ¶ And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the 
LORD.
12 If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes 
mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried.
13 Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving of his peace offerings.
14 And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for a heave offering unto the 
LORD, and it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings.
15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the 
same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning.
16 But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the 
same day that he offereth his sacrifice; and on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be 
eaten:
17 but the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt with fire.
18 And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on the third 
day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto him that offereth it: it shall be an
abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall bear his iniquity.
19 ¶ And the flesh that toucheth any unclean thing shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt with
fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof.
20 But the soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain unto 
the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.
21 Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man, or any
unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul shall be cut off from his people.

Commentary on verses 11-21.

Verse 11. The law of the sacrifice of peace offerings: rules adding to what was given in 
chapter 3 – the animals (herd and flock) burning of the fat. Here things that should be offered 
with them, the part of the priest, and when the flesh of them should be eating.

Verse 12. A thanksgiving offering. What a man should do with the animal: ten 
unleavened cakes; those fried, the proper oil was used; and with those baked, with an oil 
anointed upon them.
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Verse 13. Leavened bread could be offered – to only be given to the priest (not upon the
altar) leaven forbidden there. The same amount of flour is used to make the same number of 
cakes of leavened as of the unleavened.

Verse 14. Out of the 4 types of cakes, one of each was offered a heave offering unto the 
Lord, and it is given then to the priest that sprinkled the blood of the peace offerings. The rest 
of the bread eaten by the owners.

Verse 15. The flesh of the peace-offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day. 
Partly by he who brought it and his family; partly by the poor he was to invite to partake; also 
the priests and Levites were to share. None shall be left unto morning. Tradition of the Jews 
set the time to be finished was midnight.

Verse 16. If a man made a vow, that he is favored in a certain way, or if he was delivered
from some trouble or distress, he is to offer a "voluntary sacrifice". It was to be eaten the same
day as the offering, some of it left over could be eaten the next day.

Verse 17. But anything not eaten the 2nd day, on the 3rd day it must be burnt with fire. 
Possibly so that It was would see no corruption. The type of the resurrection of Jesus on the 
3rd day, having seen no corruption.

Verse 18. If any of the flesh at all is eaten on the 3rd - it cancels all value of the peace-
offering to God: it shall be an abomination. The soul that eat it, not forgiven; he shall bear the 
appropriate punishment.

Verse 19. If any part of the flesh of the peace offering) touches any unclean thing, 
whether person or animal, such as when carrying it from the tabernacle to their dwelling. It 
shall be burnt with fire. Only those ceremonially clean shall eat this flesh.

Verse 20. But the flesh of the sacrifice unto the Lord is holy – therefore cannot be 
touched or eaten by any unclean (unholy) person (such as unclean by wound or disease or by 
unholy habits and so forth).

That soul shall be cut off from his people – privileges taken away away as an Israelite, 
suffer premature death – thus damnation to themselves. (Even as the Communion offering.)

Verse 21. The soul that touches any unclean thing: dead body or grave of a person, any 
fluid issue from a wanton sinner, or unclean animal (by ceremonial law), or "any abominable 
unclean thing." If that soul eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace-offering unto the Lord, 
that soul shall be cut off from his people (as in the preceding verse). 

Scriptures. Verses 22-27.

22 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
23 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of 
sheep, or of goat.
24 And the fat of the beast that dieth of itself, and the fat of that which is torn with beasts, 
may be used in any other use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it.
25 For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of which men offer an offering made by fire 
unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth it shall be cut off from his people.
26 Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in any of 
your dwellings.
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27 Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of blood, even that soul shall be cut off 
from his people.

Commentary on verses 22-27.

Verse 22. Continued speaking:

Verse 23. A necessary reminder to the people of the Laws about fat and blood. No 
manner of fat may be eaten – of any creature – particularly of ox, sheep, or goats, ever.

Verse 24. Any beast that dies by itself or is killed by another animal: the fat is never to 
be eaten. It can be used as grease and so forth. The Jews included not eating any part of either
kind of beasts in this verse.

Verse 25. Anyone who eats the fat of the beast offered or of their kind: ox, sheep, goat. 
That soul shall be cut off from his people. The Jews recognized they caused digestion 
problems, and not nourishing. Those that did eat were punished (beaten, and if continues, put
in prison).

Verse 26. No manner of blood shall ever be eaten – neither fowl or beast. "In any of 
your dwellings" therefore includes any blood of any animals used for food in their homes.

Verse 27. Anyone that does eat any manner of blood shall be cut off from his people.

Scriptures. Verses 28-38.

28 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
29 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He that offereth the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings unto the LORD, shall bring his oblation unto the LORD of the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings.
30 His own hands shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by fire, the fat with the 
breast; it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a wave offering before the LORD.
31 And the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar: but the breast shall be Aaron's and his 
sons'.
32 And the right shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for a heave offering of the sacrifices 
of your peace offerings.
33 He among the sons of Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, 
shall have the right shoulder for his part.
34 For the wave breast and the heave shoulder have I taken of the children of Israel from 
off the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them unto Aaron the priest and unto 
his sons, by a statute for ever, from among the children of Israel.
35 This is the portion of the anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, out of the
offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he presented them to minister unto the 
LORD in the priest's office;
36 which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel, in the day that 
he anointed them, by a statute for ever throughout their generations.
37 ¶ This is the law of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin offering, and 
of the trespass offering, and of the consecrations, and of the sacrifice of the peace offerings;
38 which the LORD commanded Moses in mount Si'nai, in the day that he commanded 
the children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the LORD, in the wilderness of Si'nai.
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Commentary on verses 28-38.

Verse 28. Continuing – the sacrifice of the peace offerings as follows.

Verse 29. Further instructions: he that makes the offering unto the Lord, he shall bring 
the unleavened cakes, wafers and fried cakes (the whole oblation of verses 12-14).

Verse 30. The owners of the offerings were to bring them; the fat to be burnt, the breast
for the pries and his sons: the breast can be a wave offering. All was put over the hands of the 
owners, the priest's hands were under his hands: all was waved: one cake (out of ten) with the 
breast, shoulder, innards, all waved upon the hands of the owners, then the two kidneys, the 
caul and liver above them, the bread upon them, then waved them all.

Verse 31. The priest shall burn all the fat upon the altar. The breast, after being waved 
before the Lord, was then given to his priests to eat, for their service: a maintenance provided 
for priests and their families.

Verse 32. The right shoulder of the heave-offering shall be given to the priest, the 
sacrifice of their peace offerings.

Verse 33. Whoever of the sons of Aaron that offers the blood of the peace-offerings and 
the fat, shall have the right shoulder for his part for his service.

Verse 34. From the animals of the peace-offerings, the breast and shoulder were set 
apart for Aaron and his sons, by law forever, "from among the children of Israel."

Verse 35. This was also the portion of Aaron and his sons being anointed to the priestly 
office, and allotted for his priestly service, faithfully performed. This began when Moses 
"presented them to minister unto the LORD in the priest's office".

Verse 36. By law at their anointing, given to them of the children of Israel, passed down
generation to generation.

Verse 37. This is a summary outline of the laws concerning the various offerings: burnt,
meat, sin, trespass, peace, and consecrations of the priests.

Verse 38. These laws were communicated to Moses near Mt. Sinai: the children of 
Israel to offer their oblations to the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai.
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Lesson VIII

Leviticus chapter 8.

Verses 1-13.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and a 
bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;
3 and gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
4 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
5 ¶ And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the LORD commanded
to be done.
6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.
7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the
robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, 
and bound it unto him therewith.
8 And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the 
Thummim.
9 And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did 
he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses.
10 ¶ And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was 
therein, and sanctified them.
11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his 
vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them.
12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify 
him.
13 And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them with 
girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on verses 1-13.

Verse 1. The Lord continued His direction to Moses.

Verse 2. the order of the renewed consecration of Aaron and his sons that they might 
officially offer the sacrifices recorded in the preceding chapters. A message was sent for them 
to appear at the door of the tabernacle where the ceremony was to be performed. Moses 
observed and recorded it to show that he was obeying God's order: that it would be shown that
it was not a favor, or because Aaron was his brother, part of his family. Both were following 
the covenants of God.

The garments for the priesthood were described, ordered, and now had been made 
(Exodus 28-39); plus the anointing oil, a bullock for the sin offering, two rams, a basked of 
unleavened bread.

Aaron would be anointed, the tabernacle, and the altar also. The bullock a sin offering, 
one of the rams a burnt offering for Aaron and his sons, the other ram for their consecration. 
Out of the basket of unleavened bread, a cake of each sort, one of each taken out, waved and 
burned: this completed the consecration.
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Verse 3. All the heads of the tribes and the elders of the people were gathered unto the 
door of the tabernacle. (Obviously all of the people of Israel could not be gathered together at 
the door.)

Verse 4. Moses did follow the Lord's commands, he called for the presence of Aaron 
and his sons and the heads of the people to the tabernacle door, and he brought all that was 
called for.

Verse 5. Moses spoke to the people: the reason was for what the Lord had commanded 
to be done. They were to be witnesses. He listed the items.

Verse 6. Moses then began by bringing Aaron and his sons, to the laver in the court of 
the tabernacle and washed them with water, that they would be clean to carry the vessels of 
the Lord, and offer the sacrifices of the people. To be pure in conscience, and holy in 
conversation.

Verse 7. All the priestly garments were put upon Aaron in order. The belt girded him, 
the robe of the ephod, the ephod (with stones representing the 12 tribes); then the special 
(curious) belt of the ephod, which tied the ephod to him closely (for further details, see 
Exodus 27:6-12).

Verse 8. Then the breast-plate was fastened to the ephod. The Urim and Thummin 
were the two stones (one black, one white) ceremonially to draw lots in disputes left for God to
decide.

Verse 9. The miter was put upon the head, the golden plate on the miter (turban), held 
by a blue lace. On the plate was holiness to the Lord inscribed (Exodus 28:36,37) now called 
the holy crown: noting sanctity and dignity of the high priest. All was done as the Lord 
commanded Moses.

Verse 10. Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all within it: 
incense altar, candlestick, table of shew-bread – thus devoted to sacred use and service.

Verse 11. Then anointed the altar of burnt offering and all its vessels. These include 
pans, shovels, basins, hooks, fire pans; the laver and its legs (the washing) - set apart for 
sacred use.

Verse 12. Aaron was anointed upon the head with the special oil to set him apart 
(sanctify him) as devoted to the sacred office of the priesthood.

Verse 13. Then the 4 sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Brought to 
the tabernacle door. Coats were put upon them, and girded them with belts of fine linen 
(Exodus 39:27,28). Bonnets as turbans of fine linen also put upon them. All according to the 
Lord's instructions of Moses.
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Scriptures. Verses 14-24.

14 ¶ And he brought the bullock for the sin offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering.
15 And he slew it; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar round 
about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, 
and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.
16 And he took all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the 
two kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned it upon the altar.
17 But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the 
camp; as the LORD commanded Moses.
18 ¶ And he brought the ram for the burnt offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the ram.
19 And he killed it; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.
20 And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and the fat.
21 And he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole ram upon
the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savor, and an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.
22 ¶ And he brought the other ram, the ram of consecration: and Aaron and his sons laid 
their hands upon the head of the ram.
23 And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of Aaron's 
right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot.
24 And he brought Aaron's sons, and Moses put of the blood upon the tip of their right ear,
and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the great toes of their right feet: and 
Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

Commentary on verses 14-24.

Verse 14. The bullock was brought for the sin offering. Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands upon the head of the bullock (their right hands) and acknowledging their sins, the 
transfer of them to the bullock, that they deserved death, but the creature was a vicarious 
sacrifice for sin, and whose blood would sanctify the altar where they were to serve.

Verse 15. Moses slew it, and took of the blood, and with his finger put it on the horns of 
the altar (at the four corners), thus cleansing it from ceremonial pollution. The rest of the 
blood was poured at the bottom of the altar at the designated place, setting it apart for only 
sacred use – it now being considered pure and holy.

Verse 16. The fat of the mentioned parts, Moses burned on the altar.

Verse 17. The remaining parts of the bullock were taken outside of the camp and 
burned up, as the Lord commanded Moses.

Verse 18. Then the ram for the burnt-offering was brought; the sons and Aaron laid the 
hand upon its head.

Verse 19. Moses killed it, and sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

Verse 20. He cut therein in pieces; he burnt the head, pieces and feet.
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Verse 21. The innards and legs were washed in water. Moses burnt the entire ram upon 
the altar: a burnt-sacrifice for a sweet savour, and offering by fire unto the Lord – as the Lord 
commanded Moses.

Verse 22. The other ram was brought, for consecration – the last part of the 
consecration for their priesthood as in Exodus 29:19-22). Which verses 23,24 repeat exactly, 
no further explanation is needed here.

Verses 23,24. No need to repeat the above.

Scriptures. Verses 25-36.

25 And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the 
caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right shoulder:
26 and out of the basket of unleavened bread, that was before the LORD, he took one 
unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, and put them on the fat, and upon 
the right shoulder:
27 and he put all upon Aaron's hands, and upon his sons' hands, and waved them for a 
wave offering before the LORD.
28 And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt
offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savor: it is an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.
29 And Moses took the breast, and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD: for of the
ram of consecration it was Moses' part; as the LORD commanded Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and 
sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons' 
garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' 
garments with him.
31 ¶ And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation; and there eat it with the bread that is in the basket of 
consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it.
32 And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire.
33 And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days, 
until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you.
34 As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, to make an atonement 
for you.
35 Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night 
seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am commanded.
36 So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD commanded by the hand of 
Moses.

Commentary on verses 25-36.

Verses 25,26. These verses describe the details of the wave-offering with 2nd ram: the 
completion of their consecration. The fat, the right shoulder, then he added the unleavened 
cake, one of oiled bread, and a wafer were put upon the right shoulder. 

Verse 27. Moses put all upon Aaron's and his sons' hands, and waved them – a wave-
offering before the Lord.
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Verse 28. After the offering Moses took all of it from off their hands and burnt them on 
the altar of burnt-offering: a sweet savour unto the Lord, acceptable unto the Lord, and also 
Aaron and his sons were acceptable unto the Lord as priests.

Verse 29. Then Moses took the breast and waved it before the Lord, with his own 
hands. This was Moses' part of the ram of consecration – as the Lord commanded him.

Verse 30. Moses took anointing oil, and of the blood before sprinkled upon the altar, 
mixed them together and sprinkled it upon Aaron and his sons, and upon all their priestly 
garments, thus set apart: sanctified.

Verse 31. The rest of the ram of consecration was to be boiled at the door of the 
tabernacle. Aaron and his sons were commanded to eat it there, with what was left of the 
bread in the basket of consecration.

Verse 32. What remained of the flesh and bread unto the next morning, it shall be 
burned with fire – to prevent it from any other use.

Verse 33. For the 7 days of the consecration, they could not go out of the tabernacle. It 
is assumed that they had adequate provisions each day from the ram of consecration. And 
there was provision for bathroom breaks, and set time for sleep – which could be arranged to 
alternate.

Moses shall consecrate them each day, and finish it at the end – the 7th day.

Verse 34. All that was done this first day, as the Lord command and continued until the
7th day was ended. Making atonement for them by sacrifice, and the setting apart 
(sanctification) of them to minister in the priest's office.

Verse 35. They were not to go out of the door of the tabernacle day and night seven 
days. The penalty if this was not completely followed was death. This demanded their full 
attention and care, to be pure and holy, to be ready to begin their work – this as well, was not 
Moses' whim, but what the Lord has commanded him. Period – no questions, no discussion.

Verse 36. Aaron and his sons did exactly, everything that the Lord commanded Moses 
to do. They submitted from the first day to the last day.

End.
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Lesson IX

Leviticus chapter 9.

Verses 1-14.

1 And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the 
elders of Israel;
2 and he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt 
offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.
3 And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a 
sin offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, for a burnt offering;
4 also a bullock and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD; and a meat 
offering mingled with oil: for today the LORD will appear unto you.
5 And they brought that which Moses commanded before the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD.
6 And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commanded that ye should do: and 
the glory of the LORD shall appear unto you.
7 And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin offering, and thy burnt 
offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for the people: and offer the offering of the 
people, and make an atonement for them; as the LORD commanded.
8 ¶ Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and slew the calf of the sin offering, which was 
for himself.
9 And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and he dipped his finger in the 
blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the 
altar:
10 but the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin offering, he burnt 
upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses.
11 And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp.
12 ¶ And he slew the burnt offering; and Aaron's sons presented unto him the blood, 
which he sprinkled round about upon the altar.
13 And they presented the burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and the head: 
and he burnt them upon the altar.
14 And he did wash the inwards and the legs, and burnt them upon the burnt offering on 
the altar.

Commentary on verses 1-14.

Verse 1. When the 7 days of consecration were over, on the 8th day, Aaron was called 
upon to begin his priestly responsibilities, as well as his sons. Moses called together Aaron, his
sons, and the Elders. They were to offer sacrifices for themselves and the people: the Elders 
were witnesses thereof.

Verse 2. Moses proceeded to list the offerings: first, a young calf for sin-offering for 
Aaron, before he could offer sacrifices for the sins of others. Also a ram. Both animals must be 
without blemish, and offered before the Lord on the altar of burnt offering.

Verse 3. Aaron will now speak unto the children of Israel (Moses no longer) as high 
priest.
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He will direct them concerning their proper offerings – first, a kid of the goats for a sin 
offering; and a calf and a lamb for a burnt offering – of the first year, without spot or blemish. 
All emblems of the Lamb of God: His strength and innocence, spotless purity.

Verse 4. For peace offerings, a bullock and a ram, to be sacrificed before the Lord – 
made for the atonement of sin. One part belonged to the Lord (the fat and blood), another to 
the priest (the shoulder and breast); the rest to the owners to make a feast – expressing joy 
and peace, of their sins being atoned. And the meat offering – as previously delineated in 
preceding chapters.

This is a special day: the Lord will appear to them this day – to encourage their belief, 
faith, and trust in Him. The divine glory will be evidence by the fire that shall come out from 
Him. The eighth day also when Christ rose from the dead, and appeared to His disciples.

Verse 5. And the people brought all that was commended, before the tabernacle of the 
congregation. The Elders, who represented the tribes and the people to witness Aaron and his 
sons in their new office officiating, and offering their own sacrifices. They stood reverently, 
humbly.

Verse 6. Moses told them that they had done what the Lord had commanded to be 
done: the glory of the Lord shall appear unto them: an above ordinary glory, breaking out of 
the holy of holies – where the Lord had taken His dwelling between the cherubim. The fire 
going out from Him will consume the sacrifice – as His presence, and acceptance of the 
sacrifice.

Verse 7. To show that Aaron was called by God to this office, Moses told him to proceed
and with the offerings as God had commanded Moses to do: first for himself and then for the 
people.

Verse 8. Aaron proceeded to the altar and began at the altar. He killed the calf – sin-
offering for himself.

Verse 9. The sons brought of the blood from the offering in the basin that was collected.
Aaron dipped his finger in the blood, and put it on the 4 horns of the altar, then poured out of 
the rest of the blood at the altar's bottom (typical of the shed blood of Jesus).

Verse 10. The fat, kidneys, and caul, were burned upon the altar, as commanded.

Verse 11. The flesh and hide were burned outside of the camp.

Verse 12. He next killed the ram (for himself also), and took from the blood in the basin
and sprinkled all around the altar.

Verse 13. Aaron's sons presented Aaron with the pieces of the offering – the head and 
pieces. Aaron put them on the altar – the burnt offering.

Verse 14. The innards and legs, etc were washed – then burned on the altar.
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Scriptures. Verses 15-24.

15 ¶ And he brought the people's offering, and took the goat, which was the sin offering for
the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the first.
16 And he brought the burnt offering, and offered it according to the manner.
17 And he brought the meat offering, and took a handful thereof, and burnt it upon the 
altar, besides the burnt sacrifice of the morning.
18 ¶ He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings, which was for 
the people: and Aaron's sons presented unto him the blood, which he sprinkled upon the altar 
round about,
19 and the fat of the bullock and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth the 
inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver:
20 and they put the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar:
21 and the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering before the 
LORD; as Moses commanded.
22 ¶ And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them; and came down 
from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings.
23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and 
blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people.
24 And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the 
burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces.

Commentary on verses 15-24.

Verse 15. Aaron now brought the people's offering: the goat for a sin-offering; he slew it
and offered it first, as it had been offered for himself first.

Verse 16. Then he brought the burnt-offering (call and lamb) and followed the manner 
as prescribed by the Lord.

Verse 17. Then the meat-offering of fine flour (with oil and frankincense upon it) – a 
handful put beside the morning sacrifice of burnt-offering – and burnt as well.

Verse 18. The bullock and the ram were slain for sacrifice of peace-offerings, for the 
people. The people could then be glad atonement had been made for their sins, and accepted 
by God. Aaron's sons presented him with the blood; he sprinkled it round about the altar.

Verse 19. The fat of the bullock and ram (as listed) was separated.

Verse 20. The fat was waved over the breasts of the bullock and ram, then burnt the fat 
upon the altar.

Verse 21. The breasts and right shoulder of both beasts were a wave-offering before the 
Lord, by Aaron. They were then given to Aaron and the priests for their sustenance, from the 
Lord, as Moses commanded.

Verse 22. Aaron faced the people, lifted up his hand and blessed them. His hands – the 
palm towards the earth (and the people), the back part towards heaven – this signified where 
he implored the blessing from, and towards the people on whom he desired it to descend.
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Verse 23. Moses and Aaron went from the burnt-offering altar, and went into the holy 
place, wherein were the altar of incense, the table of shew-bread, and the candlestick. It is 
probable that Moses showed Aaron how to offer the incense, order the bread on the table, how
to light and trim the lamps of the candlestick.

Also to pray for the people, and for the Lord's appearance to them, as promised. And 
that fire would descend on the sacrifices as the sign of acceptance.

They both then came back out and blessed the people.
Then the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the people: some visible signs of His glory,

some intense light, glorious splendour.

Verse 24. Then a fire came out from before the Lord. It came upon the altar of burnt-
offering and consumed all that remained upon it. This was a dramatic sign and demonstration
of the Lord's acceptance of all the offerings of priests and people: His law and justice satisfied.

The people reacted by shouting in joy and assurance by the Lord's presence. With also 
deeply felt reverence and humility, and fell on their faces toward the Lord's presence in praise 
and submission, and prayer.

End.
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Lesson X

Leviticus chapter 10.

Verses 1-11.

1 And Nadab and Abi'hu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he 
commanded them not.
2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the 
LORD.
3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified 
in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his 
peace.
4 ¶ And Moses called Mish'a-el and Elza'phan, the sons of Uz'zi-el the uncle of Aaron, 
and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary out of the 
camp.
5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses had said.
6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Ele-a'zar and unto Ith'amar, his sons, Uncover 
not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people:
but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath 
kindled.
7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: 
for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according to the word of Moses.
8 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying,
9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations:
10 and that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and 
clean;
11 and that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath 
spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.

Commentary on verses 1-11.

Verse 1. Aaron's two eldest sons, Nadab and Abihu, took their censer (which held coals 
of fire), put incense upon them, and burned it. On the day after their consecration was 
completed, they offered strange fire before the Lord – on the golden altar of incense, in the 
holy place, right in front of the veil, within which was the ark, and mercy seat.

It was not taken from the altar of burnt offering as it ought to have been. They took fire 
from another place. Also only Aaron had been instructed to offer the incense, not them, 
especially not both of them. They did it completely on their own selfish, misguided volition. 
This was clearly forbidden: "which he commanded them not."

Verse 2. Fire went out from the Lord, as lightning, and killed them instantly: they died 
before the Lord. Upon the spot where they were offering incense, they were struck down – a 
dramatic warning to all others in the priestly office - not to deviate in any manner from the 
exact commandments of the Lord. This demonstrates the continual sinful nature of men, even
in such a holy office. And also they were not exempt from punishment. Theirs was a crime in 
bringing in fire of their own choosing, trusting in themselves, putting their decision above 
God's commandment.
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Verse 3. The Lord told Moses what to tell Aaron on this occasion: The Lord demanded 
and expected to be obeyed and worshiped in faith and fear. These sons of Aaron did not do 
what the Lord required: thus was punishment inflicted, by the holy, righteous, and jealous 
God, in view of the people. By this justice He will be glorified before all the people.

Aaron's response was total silence. He was, no doubt, in shock. His silence represented 
his acceptance of God's will. He did not murmur, or complain. He showed great patience, and 
resignation, to God's will.

Verse 4. Now Moses called the sons of Aaron's uncle Uzziel, Mishael, and Elzaphan 
(first cousins to Aaron). It appears that they were already in the court of the tabernacle; being 
of the tribe of Levi. They were ordered to take the dead bodies of Aaron's sons out of the holy 
place, out of the tabernacle, and out of the camp in some field, and bury them there.

Verse 5. They complied, went to Moses and after taking their coats, sewed their coats to
carry the bodies outside of the camp, as ordered, then buried them.

Verse 6. Moses spoke to Aaron and his two younger sons, Eleazar and Ithamar. No sign 
of mourning can be shown, such as taking off their miter (or bonnets) worn during their 
ministrations. They were also ordered not to tear their clothing, as traditionally done in 
bereavement. Any signs of mourning were forbidden on this occasion because of Aaron's two 
elder sons' great sin directly against God: "lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the 
people".

Aaron was to inform his own family and the whole house of Israel about what the Lord 
has done and why – the awful judgment of God, His wrath gone forth - that they bewail – not 
the death of two priests, but the sin they have committed which brought God' summary 
judgment and destruction. Only this will prevent God's wrath to come upon all the people.

Verse 7. They must continue serving the Lord in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
They must not go out, no tokens of mournings. They remained anointed of god to serve Him. 
They did follow everything Moses told them to do.

Verse 8. The Lord spoke directly to Aaron – as a reward for his silence, to honor him.

Verse 9. The Lord said, do not drink wine nor strong drink, and don't allow his sons to 
do so. This has led some commentators to suggest that Nadab and Abihu were drunk when 
they offered strange fire. No priest should be considered fit for service if under the influence 
of anything that diminishes their whole attention to God and His services. This includes 
strong drink, and excess of wine when going into the tabernacle for service. The punishment 
for disobeying this law is death.

This law must be continued for ever, in every generation.

Verse 10. Thus a man is able to discern between holy and unholy things: a holy place, a 
holy person, a holy day, between clean and unclean (men, women, animal), in ceremonial 
things.

Verse 11. Being sober is also necessary in teaching the children of Israel all the statutes, 
as the Lord had spoken to them through Moses. So any teachers were to always be sober in 
their offices.
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Scriptures. Verses 12-20.

12 ¶ And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Ele-a'zar and unto Ith'amar, his sons that 
were left, Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, 
and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy.
13 And ye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons' due, of the 
sacrifices of the LORD made by fire: for so I am commanded.
14 And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and thy 
sons, and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due, and thy sons' due, which are given out 
of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel.
15 The heave shoulder and the wave breast shall they bring with the offerings made by fire
of the fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be thine, and thy sons' 
with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath commanded.
16 ¶ And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: 
and he was angry with Ele-a'zar and Ith'amar, the sons of Aaron which were left alive, saying,
17 Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place, seeing it is most holy, 
and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for 
them before the LORD?
18 Behold, the blood of it was not brought in within the holy place: ye should indeed have 
eaten it in the holy place, as I commanded.
19 And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin offering and 
their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things have befallen me: and if I had eaten the
sin offering today, should it have been accepted in the sight of the LORD?
20 And when Moses heard that, he was content.

Commentary on verses 12-20.

Verse 12. Moses told Aaron and his two remaining sons, not involved in the two that 
sinned and were gone. They are to take the meat-offering (the part that belonged to the 
priests), at the end of this 8th day since their consecration the previous 7 days. They are to 
take it, and eat it without leaven beside the burnt-offering altar, in the court of the tabernacle 
– a holy offering, eaten by holy priests, in the holy court of the tabernacle.

Verse 13. It was not to be eaten out of this place, in their homes. No others were to eat 
of it. This was the Lord's command. His will.

Verse 14. The wave-breast, and heave shoulder shall they eat in a clean place, for the 
maintenance of their families. The people and place, within the camp – no polluted things or 
persons were to be present. Sons and daughters are specifically mentioned (but included the 
whole family). They are due this for their service from the Lord. They are out of the sacrifices 
of peace-offering of the children of Israel.

Verse 15. The heave shoulders and wave breast shall their owners bring – and the 
offerings made by first of the fat. They must wave it as wave offering before the Lord: the 
shoulder and breast were lifted up and waved before the Lord, to and fro, towards the 
directions of the whole earth – this symbolized the Lord's domain and His right to all they 
had. The gifts of these offerings to the priests were tokens of this: "and it shall be thine, and 
thy sons' with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath commanded."
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Verse 16. Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin-offering – this was to be eaten by 
the priests in the holy place. This was the goat of the sin-offering for the people (see Leviticus 
6:25,25).

Verse 17. Moses must have assumed that Aaron and sons had not eaten it, because of 
their mourning and grief. Moses finds that it had been burnt. It could not be eaten by any 
others. He was angry with the two younger brothers, blaming them only – not Aaron; they did
not eat it in the holy place, but also were guilty of not eating any of it anywhere. Because it was
of the sin-offering of the people – they made the sins of the people in some sense their own 
(they "bear the iniquity of the congregation").

Verse 18. This was very serious. They had disobeyed the Lord's commandment (see 
chapter 6:26).

Verse 19. Aaron had been present during all of the above about his younger sons. He 
speaks directly to Moses. They did offer their sin, and burnt offerings before the Lord. A kid of
the goats, calf and lamb: they had assisted him. Even in this day of the tragic death of his 
eldest sons for their sin.

His anguish, distress, and deep sorrow caused this; he could not eat of the sin-offering 
– no appetite. He questions; if he had eaten it, would the Lord have accepted it, him being in 
mourning?

Verse 20. Upon the explanation of Aaron, Moses was content. What Aaron had done 
was not from willful neglect of god's command, therefore excusable.

End.
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Lesson XI

Leviticus chapter 11.

Verses 1-12.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall eat among
all the beasts that are on the earth.
3 Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven-footed, and cheweth the cud, among the 
beasts, that shall ye eat.
4 Nevertheless, these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide 
the hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean 
unto you.
5 And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean 
unto you.
6 And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto
you.
7 And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be cloven-footed, yet he cheweth not the 
cud; he is unclean to you.
8 Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcass shall ye not touch; they are unclean to 
you.
9 ¶ These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in the 
waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat.
10 And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move in the
waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you:
11 they shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but ye shall 
have their carcasses in abomination.
12 Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an abomination unto 
you.

Commentary on verses 1-12.

Verse 1. The Lord speaks unto Moses and Aaron: Moses being the chief magistrate, 
Aaron the chief priest: both concerned in seeing the following laws put into effect – in this 
instance to distinguish between clean and unclean.

Verse 2. They are to speak to the children of Israel the following laws for the sake of 
their health and to prevent the spread of diseases. Also to put into practice the care for purity, 
physically as well as mentally: holy and unholy – animals and people (heathen). The animals 
that are to be eaten: general descriptions follow.

Verse 3. Those that had parted hoofs (cloven), and chewed the cud. This meant better 
preparation of the food they eat to be digested better, which provided better nourishment. 
This made their flesh better for man's food. It may be applied to man as their manner of their 
mental and spiritual ways of dealing with the Word of God to thoroughly digest it, to guide 
and keep them from going against it.

Verse 4. The distinction between animals that did one but not both of the stated criteria
– both divided hoof and chewing the cud must be present. Just having one – these animals are
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not to be eaten – they are unclean to them. The camel is named in this category: chews the 
cud but the hoof is not divided.

Verse 5. The rabbit – chews the cud, but divides not the hoof – also is unclean.

Verse 6. The hare is also in this category – unclean.

Verse 7. The swine has the hoof divided but doesn't chew the cud. This placed them in a
lower degree.

Verse 7. Their digestion is much less efficient, and they live on sordid and filthy food. 
This brings various disorders to any that eat their flesh. They were unclean, therefore 
forbidden.

Verse 8. All the named animals' flesh is forbidden. Their dead bodies are not to be 
eaten – or touched. They must not touch, kill, or prepare them for food: they are unclean.

Verse 9. Of the creatures that live in water, only certain ones are to be eaten. Only those
that have fins and scales. These fish are moving around a great deal, which make them more 
solid, and wholesome. The fins can be compared to the wings of birds. The scales for 
protection.

Verse 10. Smaller and larger water creatures are an abomination to them. It has been 
suggested that these creatures are of a slower motion, and do not digest their food well, 
therefore considered unwholesome.

Verse 11. Their abomination is repeated – they are never to be eaten, and their bodies 
are never to be even touched. They are to be completely avoided, period.

Verse 12. Their abomination is again repeated – to make certain that this law must be 
obeyed; no fins nor scales – avoid, be careful to comply at all times.

Scriptures. Verses 13-19.

13 ¶ And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall 
not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,
14 and the vulture, and the kite after his kind;
15 every raven after his kind;
16 and the owl, and the nighthawk, and the cuckoo, and the hawk after his kind,
17 and the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,
18 and the swan, and the pelican, and the gier-eagle,
19 and the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.

Commentary on verses 13-19. Of the fowls – those not to be eaten are named.

Verse 13. The names of the fowls that are an abomination and not to be eaten: the 
eagle, a bird of prey the flesh hard, unwholesome; the ossifrage or bonebreaker: which eats 
the marrow; the ospray (or sea-eagle); mostly found in remote areas, such as islands of the 
sea.
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Verse 14. The vulture and kite, differently colored, but both birds of prey – ravenous 
and rapacious – eating fallen bodies.

Verse 15. The raven of every kind, crows, rooks, jays, dackdaws, all voracious, unclean, 
unfit for food.

Verse 16. This owl is thought to name the ostrich. Their flesh is dry – not to be eaten. 
The night-hawk the cuckoo also forbidden.

Verse 17. Owls of varying sizes, the cormorant (that eats fish).

Verse 18. The swan, the pelican and vulture eagle.

Verse 19. The stork – known as a kind bird to its mate and its young.

Scriptures. Verses 20-28.

20 ¶ All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you.
21 Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four, which have 
legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth;
22 even these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after his 
kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind.
23 But all other flying creeping things, which have four feet, shall be an abomination unto 
you.
24 ¶ And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcass of them shall be 
unclean until the even.
25 And whosoever beareth aught of the carcass of them shall wash his clothes, and be 
unclean until the even.
26 The carcasses of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not cloven-footed, nor 
cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall be unclean.
27 And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, 
those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcass shall be unclean until the even.
28 And he that beareth the carcass of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the
even: they are unclean unto you.

Commentary on verses 20-28.

Verse 20. Every creeping thing that flies. The Jewish writers suggest: flies, bees, wasps, 
hornets, locusts, etc. that go on all fours for walking or creeping – an abomination to you.

Verse 21. You may eat of every flying creeping thing, that goes on four feet, if they have 
legs above their feet to leap with, upon the earth; a locust is clean.

Verse 22. They may eat the 4 following ones – different sorts of locusts: the common 
locust, the bald locust with a larger head. The beetle – a particular kind of locust – that kills 
serpents. The grasshopper after his kind - 4th kind of locust.

Verse 23. All other flying, creeping things with 4 feet or more (many with 6 legs: the 
front two serve as like hands to handle food). All these are forbidden.
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Verse 24. To touch even their dead bodies renders one unclean until the evening. 
During this time they were not allowed to mix with men, or eat holy things; it may be 
understood that washing with water was required.

Verse 25. Even one that carries any part of the carcass with them, for whatever reason 
– they must wash their clothes – and remain unclean until evening; considered so because 
carrying was more polluting than merely touching the carcass - and it also touches his clothes.

Verse 26. Everyone who touches the carcass of those animals that do not have cloven 
feet make them unclean – also until evening – the washing also required.

Verse 27. Animals with paws with many "finger-like parts", that go on all fours (like 
apes, lions, bears, wolves, foxes, dogs, cats, etc.) are unclean, not to be eaten. If one is 
touched, that person is unclean until evening, with the same washing as already mentioned.

Verse 28. To carry a carcass of any flying or creeping thing – their clothes must be 
washed and they will be unclean until evening.

Scriptures. Verses 29-43.

29 ¶ These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the 
earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind,
30 and the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole.
31 These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them, when they 
be dead, shall be unclean until the even.
32 And upon whatsoever any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; 
whether it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, wherein 
any work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be
cleansed.
33 And every earthen vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, whatsoever is in it shall be 
unclean; and ye shall break it.
34 Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be unclean: and
all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean.
35 And every thing whereupon any part of their carcass falleth shall be unclean; whether it
be oven, or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for they are unclean, and shall be 
unclean unto you.
36 Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty of water, shall be clean: but that 
which toucheth their carcass shall be unclean.
37 And if any part of their carcass fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown, it shall 
be clean.
38 But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcass fall thereon, it shall 
be unclean unto you.
39 ¶ And if any beast, of which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the carcass thereof shall 
be unclean until the even.
40 And he that eateth of the carcass of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even: he also that beareth the carcass of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even.
41 ¶ And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth shall be an abomination; it 
shall not be eaten.
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42 Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon all four, or whatsoever 
hath more feet among all creeping things that creep upon the earth, them ye shall not eat; for 
they are an abomination.
43 Ye shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither
shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled thereby.

Commentary on verses 29-43.

Verse 29. Also among the animals that don't fly are the weasel, the mouse, the tortoise; 
they are unclean. They were known to eat almost anything – dead animals, dung, etc. They 
were not to be touched or eaten. Also the mole. The land tortoise is intended.

Verse 30. And the ferret – named for the shrill cry it makes. The chameleon – like a 
lizard – large, long head - four feet, with 3 claws each, a long tail, its back jagged like a saw – a
stout, strong lizard. All other lizards are unclean. Snails, moles also.

Verse 31. If the dead body of any of these creeping things is touched, that person is 
unclean until evening.

Verse 32. If the dead body falls and touches any container, or tool, or of cloth, skin, or 
sack – they are unclean until evening, and must be washed by a certain, adequate amount of 
water – dipping is acceptable. Then it becomes clean in the evening.

Verse 33. If anything unclean touches an earthen vessel, or what is in a vessel is then 
unclean - they must be broken – thereby removing any possibility of pollution.

Verse 34. Of all meat fit to eat, if water used to wash something unclean comes upon 
the meat, in a vessel – it shall be unclean. Also in a container used for drinks – if something 
unclean comes upon it, it becomes unclean.

Verse 35. Now added that anything that the carcass of unclean things fall upon (thereby
touch) shall be unclean, being polluted by the carcass – therefore unfit for any further use: 
oven or range, or pots. They must be broken down – unfit for any further use. This should 
make all of the people very careful to avoid this.

Verse 36. Nevertheless, if a fountain or pit (pond), has a creeping thing fall therein, 
even a dead one, the water was of a great enough amount of water, it should and shall be clean
for human use. But to anyone that touches the carcass in the water, shall be unclean.

Verse 37. The falling upon or into a container of seed to be soon used to sow, by any 
dead animal, yet the seed remains fit for use. Because the seed is dry, it remains clean.

Verse 38. But if the seed is wet, or in water, if a part or a carcass falls thereon, it 
becomes unclean.

Verse 39. If any animal, that they are permitted, die on its own (not killed by man for 
food) from disease or disorder; he that touches it (the carcass) shall be unclean until the 
evening.
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Verse 40. Also the above carcass, if anyone eats of it shall be unclean until evening, and 
must wash his clothes as well as his body. Also the one who carries the dead animal away, 
must wash his clothes, and be unclean until evening (be alone).

Verse 41. Any creeping things on the earth (the very dirt) are to be rejected for food. 
But not those that creep on trees or on fruit are okay. But all insects in general eat unclean 
things (dung, dead animals' flesh etc): not to be eaten by people.

Verse 42. Those creatures that go on their belly (having no feet), and those having 4 but
still on their bellies and those with multiple feet, are forbidden. This includes snakes, worms, 
beetles, caterpillars, centipedes, etc. Do not eat.

Verse 43. To eat of those creatures listed is abominable. All creeping things – you make
yourselves unclean, defiled.

Scriptures. Verses 44-47.

44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be 
holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.
45 For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye 
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.
46 ¶ This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that moveth 
in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:
47 to make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that 
may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

Commentary on verses 44-47.

Verse 44. I am the Lord thy God: he had every right to state his laws concerning their 
food. All also for their good: what were most proper, convenient, and wholesome. And the 
people shall be set apart, and therefore holy as their Lord. They would be holy in a moral 
sense, highly favored by the holy God (the only one).

These laws would also keep them from getting involved with Gentiles – and be tempted
to join in their idolatry, etc.

Defilement by eating creeping things is emphasized. This was to keep them alert and 
avoid these animals and stay undefiled – keep them always at a distance.

If not they become unclean – and cannot take any time with anyone the rest of that day.
Jewish tradition records punishment by stripes – 4-6 times.

Verses 45. The people are reminded of what the Lord has done already for them 
(brought them out of the land of Egypt). He is also bringing them to Canaan to settle them 
there. They are obligated to observe His commands in all things. And He is their God, and 
ruled over them as a King; they were His chosen people above all others on earth. He would 
defend, provide for, take care, and bestow all good things on them. As He was separated and 
above all others therefore holy. So are the people expected to also be set apart, following Him 
in all things – therefore also be holy as His subjects.

Verse 46. The law of the beasts – the clean and unclean – what could be eaten, and 
what can't. Of the fowl, water creatures: fish with fins and scales (see verses 2-8) can be eaten 
– without one or the other – forbidden (verses 9-12).
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All earthly creeping things, forbidden (as listed in verses 29-43). Also, those that fly 
(except those that have leaping legs: verses 20-23).

Verses 47. Whether of unclean or clean, the people are to obey always the laws of 
separation – and therefore what can be eaten, and what cannot: beasts, fish, fowl, creeping 
things. They have been given enough carefully listed information; they now can be successful 
in following the specifications for each category; under God.

End.
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Lesson XII

Leviticus chapter 12.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and borne a 
man child, then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for 
her infirmity shall she be unclean.
3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.
4 And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she 
shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be 
fulfilled.
5 But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: 
and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days.
6 ¶ And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall 
bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin
offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest:
7 who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be 
cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath borne a male or a 
female.
8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young 
pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the priest shall 
make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.

Commentary on chapter 12.

Verses 1,2. The Lord spoke to Moses, to tell the people the following laws, concerning 
purification of a woman lying-in after giving birth. If a boy is born, she shall be unclean 7 days
(be separated from all company except those that care for her). Her husband wasn't permitted
to be with her (he would also become unclean thereby). She shall be unclean, the days of her 
separation – on her monthly courses, the same as in giving birth.

Verse 3. The law of circumcision of the boy child on his 8th day after birth: the foreskin 
of his flesh. Modern societies have found that a medical reason is shown that circumcision 
prevented many diseases that happen to those who aren't. The 8th being the best day related 
to the condition of the blood being better and stronger than before or after that day.

Verse 4. The woman (mother) shall continue her purification for a period 33 days (plus 
8 = 40). Her blood will be purified by the end of the 40 days. During this time she must not 
touch anything holy, or come to the sanctuary.

On the sunset of the 40th day. The next day she is to bring the atonement of her 
purification.

Verse 5. But if she gives birth to a girl – she shall be unclean 2 weeks (14 days in a row, 
free on the 15th). But then 60 more days (adding up to 80). This may be related to the female 
will going through purgation and separation every month (when an adult).

Verse 6. After her purification 40 days for a son, 80 days for a daughter. She shall bring
a 1 year old lamb for a burnt offering: in gratitude for a successful birth. Also a young pigeon, 
or turtle-dove, is to be brought as a sin-offering. No specifics are recorded. Some have 
suggested – for some secret sin (thought, rash word in pain or anger, desires of the flesh, and 
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so forth). These offerings were to be brought to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
to the priest.

Verse 7. The priest will offer it to the Lord, upon the altar of burnt offering to make 
atonement for her. This will bring her to again be clean – atonement completed, cleansed 
from the sins of her blood. This includes both male and female offspring. Also an expression 
of gratitude and thankfulness for the successful birth, for which God carried them successfully
through. Such is His mercy, and goodness in the perilous hours.

Verse 8. If she is too poor to bring a lamb for an offering: acceptable alternative: two 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons. One for a bunt-offering, the other for a sin offering. This 
was brought to the priest who will make atonement for her: she shall again be clean.

End.
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Lesson XIII

Leviticus chapter 13.

Leprosy – Part I.

Verses 1-8.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying,
2 When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it be 
in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shall be brought unto Aaron the 
priest, or unto one of his sons the priests:
3 and the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and when the hair in the 
plague is turned white, and the plague in sight be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a 
plague of leprosy: and the priest shall look on him, and pronounce him unclean.
4 If the bright spot be white in the skin of his flesh, and in sight be not deeper than the 
skin, and the hair thereof be not turned white; then the priest shall shut up him that hath the 
plague seven days:
5 and the priest shall look on him the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague in his sight 
be at a stay, and the plague spread not in the skin; then the priest shall shut him up seven days
more:
6 and the priest shall look on him again the seventh day: and, behold, if the plague be 
somewhat dark, and the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean: it
is but a scab: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.
7 But if the scab spread much abroad in the skin, after that he hath been seen of the 
priest for his cleansing, he shall be seen of the priest again:
8 and if the priest see that, behold, the scab spreadeth in the skin, then the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean: it is a leprosy.

Commentary on verses 1-8.

Verse 1. Various sorts of leprosy, rules to judge them. The Lord spoke to Moses and 
Aaron – these laws, pertain to the responsibility of the priest, to judge, clean and pronounce 
clean or unclean.

Verse 2. Rules how to judge the disease, which had been frequent in Egypt. It came to 
be considered as from the immediate hand of God – inflicted on men for their sins - the 
business of a priest not a physician to attend to. Those who complied with the rules and 
ceremonies required, were pardoned, and they were cleansed. It was also in garments and 
homes, only of the Israelites.

It appears in the skin of the flesh – where it is seen: a rising, scab, or bright spot. The 
whiteness that appears related to the above may indicate leprosy – or not. It must be observed
and determined by a priest. This was done whether the person chose to go, or was brought by 
others.

Verse 3. The priest shall look on the plague – judge it by the following rules: when the 
hair in it has turned white from the root up – plus the plague in sight was deeper than skin 
deep – it is a plague of leprosy. An uncleanness, corruption of nature. The priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. He then is to rend his cloths, bear his head, cover his upper lip and 
cry out "Unclean, unclean!"; he must dwell outside of the camp (see verses 45,46). At a proper 
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time he is to bring the offering for his cleansing, and submit to the rites and ceremonies 
required.

Verse 4. If the bright spot in his skin is as bright as snow, but not deeper than the skin, 
and the hair has not turned white – the priest shall shut him up 7 days.

Verse 5. The 7th day the priest will look on him at least 4 different times, hours apart. If
it is observed as not better, or getting worse, the plague had not spread in the skin – 7 more 
days he shall shut the man up.

Verse 6. The priest looks on him again the 7th day. If the plague has not spread, the 
priest shall pronounce him clean from leprosy. It is a scab. He is to wash his clothes, and be 
clean. He and his clothes needed dipping in water.

Verse 7. After he goes to priest for cleansing, if the scab has indeed continued to spread,
he will be required to go to the priest again.

Verse 8. If the priest does see the scab has spread – he shall pronounce the man 
unclean: a person with leprosy.

Scriptures. Verses 9-17.

9 ¶ When the plague of leprosy is in a man, then he shall be brought unto the priest;
10 and the priest shall see him: and, behold, if the rising be white in the skin, and it have 
turned the hair white, and there be quick raw flesh in the rising;
11 it is an old leprosy in the skin of his flesh, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean, 
and shall not shut him up: for he is unclean.
12 And if a leprosy break out abroad in the skin, and the leprosy cover all the skin of him 
that hath the plague from his head even to his foot, wheresoever the priest looketh;
13 then the priest shall consider: and, behold, if the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he 
shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: it is all turned white: he is clean.
14 But when raw flesh appeareth in him, he shall be unclean.
15 And the priest shall see the raw flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean: for the raw 
flesh is unclean: it is a leprosy.
16 Or if the raw flesh turn again, and be changed unto white, he shall come unto the 
priest;
17 and the priest shall see him: and, behold, if the plague be turned into white; then the 
priest shall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: he is clean.

Commentary on verses 9-17.

Verse 9. Whether by choice or force, when a man has leprosy he must be brought unto 
the priest.

Verses 10,11. They will look closely upon him: if the rising is white as wool in the skin, 
and the hair is also white. Also if there is sound live flesh (quick, raw flesh). He shall be 
pronounced unclean. He will not be shut up. It is an old leprosy.

Verse 12. If a leprosy breaks out abroad in the skin: like a plant covered by white 
flowers all over. Head to foot. Pronounced full of leprosy.
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Verse 13. The priest has observed no raw or sound flesh in him: he will pronounce the 
man clean (in a ceremonial sense). The tradition describes this – the man is strong within, his 
constitution throws out ill humors externally, preserving his health within, therefore not 
infectious to others therefore ceremonially clean.

Verses 14,15. But when raw flesh appears in him, he shall be unclean and dealt with 
accordingly. The raw flesh is an active leprosy.

Verse 16. If the raw flesh changes to white, he is to come again to the priest.

Verse 17. The priest shall carefully examine him: If what was raw and reddish flesh has 
now turned white, he is then to be pronounced clean.

Scriptures. Verses 18-28.

18 ¶ The flesh also, in which, even in the skin thereof, was a boil, and is healed,
19 and in the place of the boil there be a white rising, or a bright spot, white, and 
somewhat reddish, and it be showed to the priest;
20 and if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it be in sight lower than the skin, and the hair 
thereof be turned white; the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a plague of leprosy 
broken out of the boil.
21 But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there be no white hairs therein, and if it be not 
lower than the skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest shall shut him up seven days:
22 and if it spread much abroad in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: 
it is a plague.
23 But if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not, it is a burning boil; and the 
priest shall pronounce him clean.
24 ¶ Or if there be any flesh, in the skin whereof there is a hot burning, and the quick flesh 
that burneth have a white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white;
25 then the priest shall look upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the bright spot be turned 
white, and it be in sight deeper than the skin; it is a leprosy broken out of the burning: 
wherefore the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of leprosy.
26 But if the priest look on it, and, behold, there be no white hair in the bright spot, and it 
be no lower than the other skin, but be somewhat dark; then the priest shall shut him up 
seven days:
27 and the priest shall look upon him the seventh day: and if it be spread much abroad in 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is the plague of leprosy.
28 And if the bright spot stay in his place, and spread not in the skin, but it be somewhat 
dark; it is a rising of the burning, and the priest shall pronounce him clean: for it is an 
inflammation of the burning.

Commentary on verses 18-28.

Verse 18. Also flesh that is injured by a stroke, by wood, stone, pitch, hot water – it is 
an ulcer (also by a fire) when treated, then in all appearance it was as sound as ever.

Verse 19. If there is a white rising where the bile was, or bright spot, white, and 
somewhat reddish: it shall be showed to the priest.

Verse 20. When the priest sees it, if it is lower than the skin, the hair there turned 
white, the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy broken out of the bile.
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Verse 21. If the priest sees a place of a bile, healed, and no white hairs therein, and not 
lower than the skin, somewhat contracted, or dark, then the priest shall shut him up 7 days.

Verse 22. If it spreads abroad in the skin – the priest must pronounce the man unclean.

Verse 23. But if the bright spot stays in its place, does not spread, it is a burning bile, 
but not leprosy – the priest shall pronounce him clean.

Verse 24. If there is flesh of a hot burning, where burnt with coal or hot ashes, that has 
a white, bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white. The weak, tender flesh renewed there.

Verse 25. Then the priest shall look upon it: if the bright spot turned white, seen deeper
than the skin, it is a leprosy broken out of the burning. He shall be called unclean.

Verse 26. But if the priest look on the spot, and there is no white hair in the bright spot,
and not lower than the other skin, he shall be shut up 7 days.

Verse 27. When the priest looks then upon them, if spread much abroad in the skin, he 
shall be called unclean – it is a leprosy.

Verse 28. If the bright spot stays in its place, not spreading in the skin, but somewhat 
dark, it is the rising of the burned skin, nothing else, but inflammation. He shall be 
pronounced clean.

Part II.

Scriptures. Verses 29-39.

29 ¶ If a man or woman have a plague upon the head or the beard;
30 then the priest shall see the plague: and, behold, if it be in sight deeper than the skin, 
and there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is a dry 
scall, even a leprosy upon the head or beard.
31 And if the priest look on the plague of the scall, and, behold, it be not in sight deeper 
than the skin, and that there is no black hair in it; then the priest shall shut up him that hath 
the plague of the scall seven days:
32 and in the seventh day the priest shall look on the plague: and, behold, if the scall 
spread not, and there be in it no yellow hair, and the scall be not in sight deeper than the skin;
33 he shall be shaven, but the scall shall he not shave; and the priest shall shut up him that
hath the scall seven days more:
34 and in the seventh day the priest shall look on the scall: and, behold, if the scall be not 
spread in the skin, nor be in sight deeper than the skin; then the priest shall pronounce him 
clean: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean.
35 But if the scall spread much in the skin after his cleansing;
36 then the priest shall look on him: and, behold, if the scall be spread in the skin, the 
priest shall not seek for yellow hair; he is unclean.
37 But if the scall be in his sight at a stay, and that there is black hair grown up therein; 
the scall is healed, he is clean: and the priest shall pronounce him clean.
38 ¶ If a man also or a woman have in the skin of their flesh bright spots, even white bright
spots;
39 then the priest shall look: and, behold, if the bright spots in the skin of their flesh be 
darkish white, it is a freckled spot that groweth in the skin: he is clean.
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Commentary on verses 29-39.

Verses 29,30. If a person had a break out on head or face, they should come or be 
brought up to the priest to be looked at. If it looks deeper than the skin, and hair within it has 
turned yellow, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean.

Verse 31. If the priest looks upon another person who has a scall, and if it doesn't go 
deeper than the skin, and there is no black hair in it – he must be shut in 7 days. Black hair is 
a sign of strong and healthy skin.

Verses 32,33. On the 7th day the priest shall look at the plague to see if it has gotten any
deeper or spread. If it has not spread, and no yellow hair, and the scall not deeper than the 
skin: he will be shaved (head or beard), but not the scab or hair in it. He shall be shut up 7 
more days – to see whether it was healing or spreading.

Verse 34. On the 7th day the priest will determine if it has spread or gone deeper than 
the skin. If not, the priest shall pronounce him clean. He must wash his clothes and be clean.

Verses 35,36. But if the scab spread a lot in his skin after the cleansing, the priest must 
examine it (this the 4th time examined), and even if no yellow hair, the man is unclean.

Verse 37. But if it has not changed at all, but black hair has grown. up therein – this is a
sign that it is healed. The priest shall pronounce him clean.

Verse 38. If anyone has bright spots in their skin in their flesh: white bright spots – a 
sort of freckles – inferior to the 4 species of leprosy.

Verse 39. The priest shall look upon them: if the bight spots are darkish white – dusky 
and obscure, or contracted - not large and spreading – a freckled spot that grows in the skin – 
not leprosy: he is clean.

Scriptures. Verses 40-46.

40 ¶ And the man whose hair is fallen off his head, he is bald; yet is he clean.
41 And he that hath his hair fallen off from the part of his head toward his face, he is 
forehead bald; yet is he clean.
42 And if there be in the bald head, or bald forehead, a white reddish sore; it is a leprosy 
sprung up in his bald head, or his bald forehead.
43 Then the priest shall look upon it: and, behold, if the rising of the sore be white reddish 
in his bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the leprosy appeareth in the skin of the flesh;
44 he is a leprous man, he is unclean: the priest shall pronounce him utterly unclean; his 
plague is in his head.
45 ¶ And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and 
he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.
46 All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he 
shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.

Commentary on verses 40-46.

Verse 40. The man whose hair from the crown of his head, toward the neck behind is 
gone – he is bald: yet he is clean. The sign of leprosy was raw flesh and it spreading.
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Verse 41. Or if hair is off his forehead - the front part of his face to the top (crown): he is
forehead bald: yet is he clean.

Verse 42. And if and when there appears in the bald part a white reddish sore (white 
and red mixed), a white sore extremely bright, it is a leprosy, sprung upon his bald head.

Verses 43,44. The priest will look upon it: if the sore rising, swollen, and is white-
reddish – bright spot and scab - he is leprous: unclean. The priest shall pronounce him 
"utterly" unclean. The plague is in his head.

Verse 45. The leprous man must tear up his clothes. This was to show his mourning this
condition, and contrition of heart, sorrow and humiliation. His head must remain bare – to let
his hair grow.

He is to cover his mouth with a linen cloth: this to not hurt anyone by his breath. He 
shall cry out: "Unclean, unclean." The Jews in common understand that leprosy was a 
punishment inflicted by God.

Verse 46. All the time he has the plague, he is unclean and must be avoided. He must 
live alone, outside of the camp.

Scriptures. Verses 47-59.

47 ¶ The garment also that the plague of leprosy is in, whether it be a woolen garment, or a
linen garment;
48 whether it be in the warp, or woof, of linen, or of woolen; whether in a skin, or in any 
thing made of skin;
49 and if the plague be greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin, either in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; it is a plague of leprosy, and shall be showed unto
the priest:
50 and the priest shall look upon the plague, and shut up it that hath the plague seven 
days:
51 and he shall look on the plague on the seventh day: if the plague be spread in the 
garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in a skin, or in any work that is made of skin; 
the plague is a fretting leprosy; it is unclean.
52 He shall therefore burn that garment, whether warp or woof, in woolen or in linen, or 
any thing of skin, wherein the plague is: for it is a fretting leprosy; it shall be burnt in the fire.
53 ¶ And if the priest shall look, and, behold, the plague be not spread in the garment, 
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin;
54 then the priest shall command that they wash the thing wherein the plague is, and he 
shall shut it up seven days more:
55 and the priest shall look on the plague, after that it is washed: and, behold, if the plague
have not changed his color, and the plague be not spread, it is unclean; thou shalt burn it in 
the fire; it is fret inward, whether it be bare within or without.
56 ¶ And if the priest look, and, behold, the plague be somewhat dark after the washing of 
it; then he shall rend it out of the garment, or out of the skin, or out of the warp, or out of the 
woof:
57 and if it appear still in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of
skin; it is a spreading plague: thou shalt burn that wherein the plague is with fire.
58 And the garment, either warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of skin it be, which thou 
shalt wash, if the plague be departed from them, then it shall be washed the second time, and 
shall be clean.
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59 ¶ This is the law of the plague of leprosy in a garment of woolen or linen, either in the 
warp, or woof, or any thing of skins, to pronounce it clean, or to pronounce it unclean.

Commentary on verses 47-59.

Verse 47. The garment of a leper, was observed carefully, because the purulent matter 
of the plague adheres to the fabric, it will get between the threads, stuck like glue, and corrode 
the texture itself. Therefore a leper's clothing must be infectious to deal with accordingly.

Verse 48. Whether wool or linen – the inside or the outside, or anything made of 
animal skins.

Verse 49. If the plague is greenish or reddish in the garment or the skin – it is leprous 
and must be shown to the priest.

Verse 50. The priest shall look it over carefully, and shut it up for 7 days.

Verse 51. On the 7th day he shall reexamine – if the plague is spread in the garment 
(the green and red spot) it is a leprosy that is sharp and pricking one like a thorn. The garment
is unclean.

Verse 52. The priest shall burn that garment, no matter what kind of fabric or skin (a 
fretting leprosy).

Verse 53. On the other hand, if after the 7 days the priest looks up the garment, but the 
plague has not spread, it is not a fretting leprosy.

Verse 54. The thing must be vigorously washed, then the priest will then shut up the 
garment 7 days more.

Verse 55. The priest will then look at it after the washing: if the plague color has not 
changed, and has not spread, it is unclean: it shall be burned in the fire – without the camp. It 
is a corroding, fretting plague.

Verse 56. If the priest sees in the cloth, that the plague is somewhat dark after the 
washing, or has become less: he shall tear or cut that part of the garment out – that piece shall
be burned up. The rest of the garment will be saved as clean, free from infection.

Verse 57. If a spot does appear, where it was not before, then it is a spreading plague – 
then the whole garment must be burned up.

Verse 58. If the garment after washing and shut up 7 days, and there is no sign of the 
plague, it will be washed the 2nd time, and shall be clean. (Washing was by dipping.)

Verse 59. This is the law of the plague of leprosy, of any kind of garment. It is to be 
observed carefully and pronounced clean or unclean and treated appropriately.
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Lesson XIV

Leviticus chapter 14. Purification of Lepers.

Verses 1-9.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto 
the priest:
3 and the priest shall go forth out of the camp; and the priest shall look, and, behold, if 
the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper;
4 then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and 
clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop:
5 and the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over 
running water.
6 As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the 
hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the 
running water:
7 and he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and 
shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.
8 And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash 
himself in water, that he may be clean: and after that he shall come into the camp, and shall 
tarry abroad out of his tent seven days.
9 But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head and his 
beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off: and he shall wash his clothes, also 
he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.

Commentary on verses 1-9.

Verse 1. The Lord again spoke to Moses – which he shall deliver to Aaron, the high 
priest, then Aaron will deliver to all the other priests, his successors, who were the ones to 
execute the laws given.

Verse 2. The law of the leper's cleansing: rules, rites, ceremonies, and sacrifices. The 
tradition records this had to happen only in daytime, outside of the camp. He would be 
brought near the camp – then the priest went out to meet him. They must come willingly. 
Only in this way could he be cleansed.

Verse 3. When the priest goes out, he carefully looks over the man to make certain the 
leprosy is healed. All the signs are gone.

Verse 4. The priest gives the orders to prepare for the cleaning: two birds, clean and 
alive, must be brought. Also cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. A stick of wood to be used to 
sprinkle. A scarlet thread, to be used to bind the hyssop to the stick. A handful of hyssop. 
These were considered opposite of the leprosy. Two live birds signify the leper's condition 
before the leprosy: he is know again alive as before; scarlet pointed to the now pure blood; the 
cedar wood was incorruptible and durable; the hyssop had a savoury scent, opposite of the 
stench of leprosy.

Verse 5. The priest will order the killing of one of the birds. It was to be done in an 
earthen vessel: full of water running in it. Tradition records the bird's blood was squeezed into
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the water, then a hole was dug and the bird and the vessel put in it, buried there in front of the
leprous person. By death was the cleansing of the blood.

It has been suggested that this signified the sacrificial death of Christ – suffering – 
leading to the sanctification and justification of Christians by the water and blood from His 
pierced side – the continual virtue to take away sin, and free from it.

Verse 6. The priest shall take the living bird, with the cedar, the scarlet thread and the 
hyssop, in one bundle, they are to be dipped in the blood of the bird killed over running water 
(in the earthen vessel. It has been suggested that the bird that was killed (spilled blood) paid 
the price for the live bird to continue to live freely (pointing to the sacrifice and resurrection of
Christ).

Verse 7. The blood and water was to be sprinkled upon the one to be cleansed from the 
leprosy 7 times – he will then be pronounced clean and the living bird to be let go free in the 
open field. And the leper shall be free to go where ever he wished to go. The dead bird was 
buried in the leper's sight.

Verse 8. The former leper is then to wash his clothes, shave off all his hair, then wash 
himself in water: now a new man – completely clean. He then may enter the camp but stay out
of his tent 7 days with no closeness with his wife or children.

Verse 9. At the end of the 7 days, on the 7th day, he was to again shave all his hair that 
had grown, even his eyebrows. He shall also wash his clothes and his flesh in water and he 
shall be clean. He can then participate with others in the rites and ceremonies of the Lord.

Scriptures. Verses 10-20.

10 ¶ And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb 
of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, and one log of oil:
11 and the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that is to be made clean, 
and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
12 And the priest shall take one he lamb, and offer him for a trespass offering, and the log 
of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD:
13 and he shall slay the lamb in the place where he shall kill the sin offering and the burnt 
offering, in the holy place: for as the sin offering is the priest's, so is the trespass offering: it is 
most holy:
14 and the priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall 
put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot.
15 And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left 
hand:
16 and the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and shall 
sprinkle of the oil with his finger seven times before the LORD:
17 and of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the priest put upon the tip of the right 
ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe
of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering:
18 and the remnant of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall pour upon the head of 
him that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD.
19 And the priest shall offer the sin offering, and make an atonement for him that is to be 
cleansed from his uncleanness; and afterward he shall kill the burnt offering:
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20 and the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the meat offering upon the altar: and 
the priest shall make an atonement for him, and he shall be clean.

Commentary on verses 10-20.

Verse 10. At the end of the 7 days of the preceding verses, the cleansed one, on this 8th  

day he is to begin his offerings. He must begin with 2 he lambs, without spot or blemish, one 
ewe lamb of the first year, without blemish – the first two: one a trespass offering, the second 
a burnt-offering; the ewe lamb for a sin-offering. Three omers of fine flour to go with the 3 
lambs as a meat offering; about a half-pint of oil.

Verse 11. The priest in charge of making the man clean, shall present the man, and the 
above mentioned things before the Lord. He was to do this at the door of the tabernacle, yet 
outside, at the eastern gate, in public.

Verse 12. One male lamb was to be offered as trespass-offering. And the log of oil, to be 
waved as wave-offering before the Lord. Heaving up and down, to and fro – east, west, north 
and south, the lamb for a trespass offering, alive.

Verse 13. The priest shall kill the lamb, both hands of the leper on it, the lamb is 
immediately slain in the holy place – inside the court, on the north side of the altar: the sin-
offering and the trespass offering is the priests: to be eaten by the priest in the holy place – it 
is most holy.

Verse 14. The priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass-offering, some to be 
sprinkled on the altar, some on his hand; which he will put upon the leper: on the tip of his 
right ear, the thumb of his right and, and the big toe of his right foot. This was to signify his 
being cleansed by the blood. He could then be at full liberty.

Verse 15. The priest will then pour some of the oil into the palm of his left hand.

Verse 16. the priest will dip the fore-finger of the right hand in the oil. He will sprinkle 
the oil with his finger before the Lord. He shall do this 7 times, his face toward the holy place, 
sprinkled upon the floor of the court.

Verse 17. the rest of the oil in the priest's palm is to be used to be put on the one to be 
cleansed: the tip of the right ear, the thumb of his right hand, the big toe of his right foot. Thus
being anointed to be sanctified by grace, of the Spirit of God: the ear, to hear and understand 
God's word, the thumb signifies a man's deeds set apart under God's Spirit; the big toe that 
their presence in the world of people – to express grace, implicitly, and sincerity in a Godly 
manner.

Verse 18. The remaining oil in the priest's palm shall be poured upon the head of the 
one being cleansed. This could signify the sanctification of his mind, to have pure principles 
and practices, and knowledge. All this means atonement for the leper's previous sin that cause
the man's leprosy.

Verse 19. Then the ewe lamb shall be offered as the sin-offering of atonement for the 
one to be cleansed from his uncleanness in the area of ceremonial uncleanness. Then the 
other lamb shall be killed as the burnt-offering – as a gift of thanksgiving.
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Verse 20. The burnt-offering of 1/10th of the fine flour mingled with oil, the final step 
in making atonement of the leper by the priest: the man shall now be clean.

Scriptures. Verses 21-32.

21 ¶ And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a trespass 
offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled 
with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil;
22 and two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as he is able to get; and the one shall 
be a sin offering, and the other a burnt offering.
23 And he shall bring them on the eighth day for his cleansing unto the priest, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, before the LORD.
24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the 
priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD:
25 and he shall kill the lamb of the trespass offering, and the priest shall take some of the 
blood of the trespass offering, and put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be 
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot.
26 And the priest shall pour of the oil into the palm of his own left hand:
27 and the priest shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand 
seven times before the LORD:
28 and the priest shall put of the oil that is in his hand upon the tip of the right ear of him 
that is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his 
right foot, upon the place of the blood of the trespass offering:
29 and the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put upon the head of him that 
is to be cleansed, to make an atonement for him before the LORD.
30 And he shall offer the one of the turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, such as he can 
get;
31 even such as he is able to get, the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt 
offering, with the meat offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for him that is to be 
cleansed before the LORD.
32 This is the law of him in whom is the plague of leprosy, whose hand is not able to get 
that which pertaineth to his cleansing.

Commentary on verses 21-32.

Verse 21. A poor person would be allowed to bring one he lamb for the trespass offering
to atone for him – the blood and sacrificial death were required. This abatement was a great 
kindness by the Lord. Only 1/10th fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering and a log of 
oil. Oil was a cheap item in this society.

Verse 22. Even a poor person could readily get two turtle-doves or two young pigeons: 
one a sin-offering, the other a burnt offering. He would then have as many offerings for his 
atonement and cleansing as the rich.

Verse 23. This was all done on the 8th day – after the 7 days of all the rites and 
ceremonies, from his first appearance before the priest. Now he brings his lamb to the priest, 
at the door of the tabernacle, before the Lord: from here to the 32nd verse; the same rights as 
equally acceptable before God.

Verses 24-31. See notes for verses 12-20.
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Verse 32. All this shows the very serious treatment of any form of leprosy – which must
carefully and accurately be observed and dealt with, and the cleansing and atonement by 
blood and sacrifice – several sorts.

Scriptures. Verses 33-57.

33 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
34 When ye be come into the land of Canaan, which I give to you for a possession, and I 
put the plague of leprosy in a house of the land of your possession;
35 and he that owneth the house shall come and tell the priest, saying, It seemeth to me 
there is as it were a plague in the house:
36 then the priest shall command that they empty the house, before the priest go into it to 
see the plague, that all that is in the house be not made unclean: and afterward the priest shall
go in to see the house:
37 and he shall look on the plague, and, behold, if the plague be in the walls of the house 
with hollow streaks, greenish or reddish, which in sight are lower than the wall;
38 then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house, and shut up the house 
seven days:
39 and the priest shall come again the seventh day, and shall look: and, behold, if the 
plague be spread in the walls of the house;
40 then the priest shall command that they take away the stones in which the plague is, 
and they shall cast them into an unclean place without the city:
41 and he shall cause the house to be scraped within round about, and they shall pour out 
the dust that they scrape off without the city into an unclean place:
42 and they shall take other stones, and put them in the place of those stones; and he shall 
take other mortar, and shall plaster the house.
43 ¶ And if the plague come again, and break out in the house, after that he hath taken 
away the stones, and after he hath scraped the house, and after it is plastered;
44 then the priest shall come and look, and, behold, if the plague be spread in the house, it 
is a fretting leprosy in the house: it is unclean.
45 And he shall break down the house, the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the 
mortar of the house; and he shall carry them forth out of the city into an unclean place.
46 Moreover, he that goeth into the house all the while that it is shut up shall be unclean 
until the even.
47 And he that lieth in the house shall wash his clothes; and he that eateth in the house 
shall wash his clothes.
48 ¶ And if the priest shall come in, and look upon it, and, behold, the plague hath not 
spread in the house, after the house was plastered; then the priest shall pronounce the house 
clean, because the plague is healed.
49 And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and 
hyssop:
50 and he shall kill the one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water:
51 and he shall take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, and the living bird, 
and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and sprinkle the house 
seven times:
52 and he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the running water, 
and with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with the hyssop, and with the scarlet:
53 but he shall let go the living bird out of the city into the open fields, and make an 
atonement for the house: and it shall be clean.
54 ¶ This is the law for all manner of plague of leprosy, and scall,
55 and for the leprosy of a garment, and of a house,
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56 and for a rising, and for a scab, and for a bright spot:
57 to teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean: this is the law of leprosy.

Commentary on verses 33-57.

Verse 33. The Lord spoke unto Moses and Aaron concerning the priest's responsibility 
about leprosy in houses.

Verse 34. This will be for the Israelites settling in the land of Canaan, and God put in a 
house the plague of leprosy. This is considered god's punishment for the sins of the owner.

Verse 35. The owner is then to go to a priest to come and look over the house to 
determine whether or not there is any sign of the plague of leprosy in it.

Verse 36. The house must first be completely empty before the priest examines it; this 
so all the contents will not be also made unclean.

Verse 37. When looked at, the priest observes the plague in the walls of the house. First 
he looked for corrosion, cavities with greenish or reddish colors, especially if similar to the 
leprosy in clothes.

Verse 38. If this was seen, the priest would go to the door of the house and see that it 
was shut up 7 days.

Verse 39. The 7th day the priest returns to see if the plague has spread in the house's 
walls.

Verse 40. Any stones with the plague were taken away and tossed outside the city in an 
unclean place.

Verse 41. The walls shall be scraped, inside and out. What is scraped off must be 
poured out, in the unclean place outside the city.

Verse 42. New stones will be found to replace the ones removed, and new mortar as 
well.

Verse 43. If the plague returns even after the previous things were done, the next few 
verses describe what is to be done.

Verse 44. At the end of another 7 days, the priest returns and sees the plague has 
spread in spite of the preceding precautions. It is a fretting leprosy – the house is unclean and 
cannot be lived in.

Verse 45. The house must be broken down, entirely demolished: the stones, timber, 
and mortar. All the materials were to be disposed of in the unclean place – none to be used to 
build another house.

Verse 46. Anyone who had been in the house during the 3 last weeks was unclean until 
evening, after also washing himself.

Verse 47.Anyone who ate or lay done in the house shell wash his clothes and himself.
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Verse 48. If the house is looked upon by the priest after the cleaning and no plague is 
observed, it had not spread. The house is pronounced clean: fit to be lived in.

Verse 49. The final cleansing is the same as in the case of a leprous person: with a slain 
bird and a loving bird – see notes on verses 4-7. Verses 50-53 relate the similar rites.

Verses 54-57. These summarize all of the information about dealing with leprosy of all 
kinds: on a man, his clothes, his house. When it is clean, and when it is unclean. The priests 
were to teach the people.
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Lesson XV

Leviticus chapter 15. Unclean Issues in Men and Women.

Verses 1-12.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When any man hath a running 
issue out of his flesh, because of his issue he is unclean.
3 And this shall be his uncleanness in his issue: whether his flesh run with his issue, or 
his flesh be stopped from his issue, it is his uncleanness.
4 Every bed, whereon he lieth that hath the issue, is unclean: and every thing, whereon 
he sitteth, shall be unclean.
5 And whosoever toucheth his bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
be unclean until the even.
6 And he that sitteth on any thing whereon he sat that hath the issue shall wash his 
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
7 And he that toucheth the flesh of him that hath the issue shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
8 And if he that hath the issue spit upon him that is clean; then he shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
9 And what saddle soever he rideth upon that hath the issue shall be unclean.
10 And whosoever toucheth any thing that was under him shall be unclean until the even: 
and he that beareth any of those things shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and
be unclean until the even.
11 And whomsoever he toucheth that hath the issue, and hath not rinsed his hands in 
water, he shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
12 And the vessel of earth, that he toucheth which hath the issue, shall be broken: and 
every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

Commentary on verses 1-12.

Verse 1. Aaron is spoken to with Moses, priests, having direct responsibilities related to 
the purifications relating to profluvious men and women.

Verse 2. A man with a running issue from his flesh is recognized as gonorrhea, natural, 
not criminal.

Verse 3. If an issue runneth, or is stopped from running by his flesh: both are unclean, 
he is unclean.

Verse 4. Anything and everything he lies on, sits on, etc. is thus unclean, and his 
garments also.

Verses 5,6. Anyone who touches of the unclean things – bed, chair etc he is thereby 
unclean. He shall wash his clothes and himself, and be unclean until the evening.

Verse 7. If anyone touches the flesh of the unclean man, he must wash his clothes and 
himself, be unclean to evening.
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Verse 8. To be spat upon by the unclean man also makes that person unclean. That 
person must follow the same procedures as the others.

Verses 9,10. Anything including saddles, or anything else that was touched by the 
unclean one, they are unclean, and anyone else who touches the thing, they are unclean; they 
must also follow the same procedures.

Verse 11. If the unclean man touches another person, they also become unclean - same 
procedures.

Verse 12. Any vessel, bowl of wood or earthenware, he touches and also be unclean – 
earthenware shall be broken and thrown away, the wooden one could be rinsed and used 
again.

Scriptures. Verses 13-18.

13 ¶ And when he that hath an issue is cleansed of his issue, then he shall number to 
himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in running 
water, and shall be clean.
14 And on the eighth day he shall take to him two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and 
come before the LORD unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and give them 
unto the priest:
15 and the priest shall offer them, the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt 
offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD for his issue.
16 ¶ And if any man's seed of copulation go out from him, then he shall wash all his flesh 
in water, and be unclean until the even.
17 And every garment, and every skin, whereon is the seed of copulation, shall be washed 
with water, and be unclean until the even.
18 The woman also with whom man shall lie with seed of copulation, they shall both bathe
themselves in water, and be unclean until the even.

Commentary on verses 13-18.

Verse 13. When the man that had an issue, when his is cleansed: when he observed that
his disorder had ceased; then he shall number 7 days, during which time there must not be 
any reappearance of it, then he must wash his clothes and himself in running water, and he 
shall be ceremonially clean.

Verse 14. On the 8th day he shall take 2 turtledoves, or two young pigeons to the door of
the tabernacle (outside), and give them to the priest.

Verse 15. The priest shall offer them: one for a sin offering, one for a burnt offering. 
This was atonement before the Lord for his sins.

Verse 16. If a man's semen go out from him (nocturnal pollution) he shall wash his 
flesh and be unclean until the evening.

Verse 17. Whatever he was wearing must also be washed – unclean until evening.

Verse 18. When woman and man lie, and his semen is spread abroad, both must bathe 
themselves in water unclean until evening.
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Scriptures. Verses 19-27.

19 ¶ And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her flesh be blood, she shall be put 
apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the even.
20 And every thing that she lieth upon in her separation shall be unclean: every thing also 
that she sitteth upon shall be unclean.
21 And whosoever toucheth her bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, 
and be unclean until the even.
22 And whosoever toucheth any thing that she sat upon shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
23 And if it be on her bed, or on any thing whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth it, he 
shall be unclean until the even.
24 And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean 
seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean.
25 ¶ And if a woman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her 
separation, or if it run beyond the time of her separation; all the days of the issue of her 
uncleanness shall be as the days of her separation: she shall be unclean.
26 Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of her issue shall be unto her as the bed of her 
separation: and whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her 
separation.
27 And whosoever toucheth those things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

Commentary on verses 19-27.

Verse 19. If a woman has an issue of blood in her female part, she shall not go into the 
house of God for seven days; anyone that touches her shall be unclean until evening. 
(Menstruation.)

Verse 20. Everything her body touches (bed, chair etc.) shall be unclean.

Verses 21,22,23. Whoever touches her bed or chair etc. shall be unclean until evening.

Verse 24. If a man lies with her in her monthly bleeding, he shall be unclean 7 days. 
Also the bed and all upon it will be unclean 7 days.

Verse 25. If she has a continual issue of blood – past her monthly course, she shall be in
separation all the days of her bleeding, and unclean.

Verses 26,27. Everything she lies upon, sits upon etc. shall be unclean, as well as 
anyone that touches any of these things shall be unclean until evening – but must bathe in 
water and wash their clothes.

Scriptures. Verses 28-33.

28 But if she be cleansed of her issue, then she shall number to herself seven days, and 
after that she shall be clean.
29 And on the eighth day she shall take unto her two turtles, or two young pigeons, and 
bring them unto the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
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30 And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering; 
and the priest shall make an atonement for her before the LORD for the issue of her 
uncleanness.
31 ¶ Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that they die not 
in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that is among them.
32 ¶ This is the law of him that hath an issue, and of him whose seed goeth from him, and 
is defiled therewith;
33 and of her that is sick of her flowers, and of him that hath an issue, of the man, and of 
the woman, and of him that lieth with her that is unclean.

Commentary on verses 28-33.

Verse 28. When there are no signs of the disease and she is healed, she starts the 7 
days, after that she will be clean. Also having bathed herself as the usual of unclean persons. 
She could then be able to be with her people, but not go into the tabernacle.

Verse 29. On the eighth day, she is to take two turtledoves, or young pigeons to the 
priest, even as the man did, to be offered.

Verse 30. These laws point to uncleanness by issues, of filthiness of sins of fleshly lusts, 
from the corruption of human nature. Therefore the priest shall offer one of the animals for a 
sin offering, an atonement for her, before the Lord.

Verse 31. This was also to separate all the children of Israel from their uncleanness. 
They are to separate themselves, from their families and others as well whilst impure. This 
will prevent them from dying and defiling the Lord's tabernacle. This also made the Jews 
separate from all other nations (Gentiles) which had no such rules or laws.

Verse 32. This summarizes the laws of this chapter of a man with issues: a gonorrhea, 
or his seed (nocturnal pollution).

Verse 33. And of a woman, sick from her monthly courses, or a man or woman with an 
issue, and the man that lies with an unclean woman.

End.
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Lesson XVI

Leviticus chapter 16. Day of Atonement.

Verses 1-15.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they 
offered before the LORD, and died;
2 and the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all 
times into the holy place within the veil before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he 
die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.
3 Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place; with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a
ram for a burnt offering.
4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, 
and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are 
holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.
5 And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a
sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.
6 ¶ And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make an
atonement for himself, and for his house.
7 And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.
8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot 
for the scapegoat.
9 And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD's lot fell, and offer him for a sin 
offering.
10 But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before 
the LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the 
wilderness.
11 ¶ And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and shall 
make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering 
which is for himself:
12 and he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the 
LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil:
13 and he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the 
incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:
14 and he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the 
mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger 
seven times.
15 ¶ Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his 
blood within the veil, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat:

Commentary on verses 1-15.

Verse 1. This chapter takes place after the death of Aaron's two sons that offered 
strange fire before the Lord (Nadab and Abihu) were struck down with fire flaming upon 
them. Thus the ultimate importance of the following directions to Aaron.

Verse 2. Moses is told by the Lord what to do, when and how in every necessary detail.
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First: Aaron is not to go daily into the holy of holies as he does the holy place with daily 
offerings.

Only once a year, on the day of atonement, within the veil, in front of the mercy seat 
which is upon the ark of the testimony (10 Commandments etc), upon which (the mercy seat) 
were the two cherubim. Where also dwells the invisible God.

Verse 3. Aaron had already performed the daily morning services. Next comes the 
offerings of Aaron for himself and his family (household). Both a young bullock for a sin-
offering, and a ram for a burnt offering. This was for their weakness and imperfection (human
nature) – both high priest and their families. Only after this were offerings for the sins of the 
people.

After the first mentioned offerings Aaron would enter the most holy place with the 
blood of the bullock, then with the blood of the goat. The body of the bullock would be burnt 
outside of the camp, the body of the ram was burnt upon the altar of burnt offerings.

Verse 4. He will wear the linen breeches on his flesh, then the holy linen coat, a linen 
belt, and the linen turban (emblem of purity and holiness: all holy garments). He must wash 
his flesh before putting them on (by dipping) also wash his hands and feet 10 times on that 
day.

Verse 5. The high priest only took 2 kids of the goats of the people for a sin offering: 
one killed, the scape goat to be set free; one ram for a burnt offering – the ram was by way of 
thanksgiving for the atonement by the sin-offering – graciously accepted by the Lord.

Verse 6. Before its offering, the bullock will be brought into the court, to present it 
before the Lord before it is slain – which is for his sins. He placed both his hands on the 
animal and confessed his and his family's sins (as distinct from the congregation's). It is also 
assumed that this would also be for all the priests, and Levites as well.

Verse 7. Then he will take the two goats as sin offering for the people – to the door of 
the tabernacle, and present them before the Lord.

Verse 8. Aaron would then cast lots upon the goats. An urn had 2 marble-sized balls of 
wood within it. On one was carved: to the Lord; on the other: to Azazel. The urn would be 
shaken; the priest would put his hand in and grasp the two balls – one to the left, the other to 
the right. On the one to the Lord would be killed; the one to Azazel was to be the scape-goat, 
to be released without the camp. It is thought that Azazel was a mountain in the wilderness.

Verse 9. The goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, Aaron will offer him for a sin offering 
for the sins of the people (as a type of Christ).

Verse 10. The lot of the scape-goat: this goat was brought before the Lord alive to make 
an atonement, then to be set free in the wilderness; still to die as well at a later time.

Verse 11. Aaron is to bring the sin-offering bullock for himself and his house, and then 
kill it.

Verses 12,13. He is then to take a fire-pan (of gold) and full of burning coals from the 
altar of burnt-offerings, and two handfuls of beaten small sweet incense and bring it within 
the veil. The amount is to represent the amount of intercession - for all God's people. Behind 
the veil, the incense was put upon the coals, thereby burning before the Lord whose seat was 
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between the two cherubim. The whole place was filled with the smoke. He then went out 
backwards, and made a short prayer in the holy place then went outside of it. The cloud of 
incense covered the mercy-seat that was upon the testimony. This was to show that there was 
no direct access to God except upon a seat of mercy and a throne of grace – and only through 
the mediation of the sacrifice and intercession of Christ. Thus was Aaron's life preserved.

Verse 14. Another priest, without the veil, held the basin of the bullock's blood. Aaron 
took it from him and entered the holy of holies the second time. He sprinkled of the blood 
with his finger where he had stood before with the incense, upon the mercy seat (the face of) 7 
times. This signifies that there was no mercy except by the blood of the sacrifice: atonement 
and salvation in Christ.

Verse 15. Then Aaron will kill the goat for the sin offering for the people at the altar for 
the burnt offering in the court of the tabernacle. Its blood put in a basin and brought within 
the veil, and sprinkled before the mercy seat and upon it (as he had for the bullock's blood).

Scriptures. Verses 16-25.

16 and he shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the 
children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for 
the tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their 
uncleanness.
17 And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to 
make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for 
himself, and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel.
18 And he shall go out unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for 
it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the 
horns of the altar round about.
19 And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, 
and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.
20 ¶ And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat:
21 and Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him 
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting 
them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the 
wilderness:
22 and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he 
shall let go the goat in the wilderness.
23 ¶ And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall put off the 
linen garments, which he put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there:
24 and he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and 
come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an 
atonement for himself, and for the people.
25 And the fat of the sin offering shall he burn upon the altar.

Commentary on verses 16-25.

Verse 16. Aaron will make atonement for the holy place and the holy of holies, by the 
blood of the bullock and goat, sprinkled towards the mercy seat, above and below. This was 
because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel; their transgressions in all their sins. They 
had rebellion and defections, disobedience to their God's laws.
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Aaron wants also to intercede and make atonement for the tabernacle of the 
congregation – which remained among them and their uncleanness as well. Only thus would 
they have the right to enter the court and worship therein. There were sins committed in the 
sanctuary. Only by the atonement of the blood of the bullock and goat: this time sprinkled 
outside the veil once above (the mercy seat) and 7 times below.

Verse 17. The entire place (whole tabernacle) had to be empty of people when Aaron 
made atonement for the holy place. They could return only when he came out. Only the high 
priest was to intercede with God. Only by the blood had he made atonement for himself, his 
household, and the whole congregation of the people of Israel. Thus would Christ alone make 
the atonement for the sins of the whole world, once for all.

Verse 18. He shall go into the holy place from behind the veil, and stand before the 
golden altar of incense, before the veil Once a year he would make atonement on its horns for 
it by the blood of the two animals aforementioned. He put it on the horns of the altar, 
atonement of the altar.

Verse 19. This was done with his finger 7 times – to denote perfect cleansing of it. To 
hallow it from the uncleanness of the people of Israel. To cleans from what was past: hallow it 
for time to come.

Verse 20. Thus were all the parts of the tabernacle atoned for, all in proper order in the 
proper way throughout. At this point, Aaron shall bring the second goat (live goat) to the door 
of the tabernacle and do the following.

Verse 21. Aaron shall place both hands on the head of the live goat: his right hand on 
his left hand, which is on the head of the live goat. In the name of the people he recited all the 
people's iniquities, transgressions and sins (every kind) and imputed them to the goat.

This foreshadows the imputation of all people's sins to Christ as the Lamb of God.
The scape-goat shall be sent away in the hands of a fit man – mature, and previously 

appointed and made ready to take the goat to a remote wild place (wilderness).

Verse 22. The goat bears all their iniquities unto the uninhabited area. It would never 
be seen by anyone, and would not be able to return. The goat was "let go". It was to die an 
anonymous death in the wild place.

Verse 23. Aaron returns to the tabernacle; he takes off the linen clothes which he had 
on when he went into the holy of holies. They were laid up within a chamber of the holy place 
– to not be used again.

Verse 24. He shall wash himself all over with water in the holy place. He put another 
high priestly clothes and came forward to the altar of burnt-offering. Here he was to offer his 
and the people's ram, then the bullock of the people and their seven lambs (Numbers 29:8). 
This was the completing of the services of the day of atonement. He then washed his hands 
and feet, took off his priestly garments, and put on his own clothes (when out of service). He 
was accompanied to his house. He made a feast for friends and family.

Verse 25. The fat of the offerings would be burned upon the altar, at the same time the 
animals were offered.
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Scriptures. Verses 26-34.

26 And he that let go the goat for the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh 
in water, and afterward come into the camp.
27 And the bullock for the sin offering, and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was 
brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and 
they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung.
28 And he that burneth them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward he shall come into the camp.
29 ¶ And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your 
own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you:
30 for on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may 
be clean from all your sins before the LORD.
31 It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for 
ever.
32 And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall consecrate to minister in the 
priest's office in his father's stead, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen 
clothes, even the holy garments:
33 and he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an 
atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar: and he shall make an 
atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation.
34 And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the 
children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on verses 26-34.

Verse 26. The one who had let off the scapegoat was considered unclean, and from the 
time he left the camp and had association with the scapegoat, his clothes were defiled as well. 
Before he could come back into the camp, he and his clothes had to be washed in water.

Verse 27. The animals that were sacrificed, the blood taken in the holy place by Aaron –
here their bodies are disposed of. They were carried outside of the camp and burned up: skin, 
flesh, and dung. The place was called the place of ashes.

Verse 28. Whoever (a minor priest) took the above items and burned them up; before 
coming back, they were considered defiled and must first also wash their clothes and 
themselves before coming into the camp.

Verse 29. These statutes were to be perpetual (forever): the high priest: in the 7th 
month, on the 10h day. They are to afflict their souls. Traditionally this began by fasting, and 
repentance. No bodily work was permitted. This included all Israelites and strangers staying 
among them.

Verse 30. On that day the priest shall make atonement for them – to cleans them. Only 
the high priest made their sacrifice for all their sins before the Lord. Sins also of ignorance 
and every sort. As in Christ our High Priest.

Verse 31. It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you. All servile and worldly work, sinful 
works. This is law forever to you.
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Verse 32. And the priest Aaron will anoint - to take over his High Priest position and he
shall be anointed and clothed with the priestly garments – ready to minister in the place of his
father (the son of Aaron). This one shall make atonement in his father's stead, with him also 
wearing the linen clothes, and holy garments on the day of atonement.

Verse 33. He shall do the same atonements: for the holy sanctuary, for the tabernacle, 
the altar, the priests, and all the people of the congregation. The Levites were included as 
people of the congregation.

Verse 34. Again it is stressed that this is an "everlasting" statue (3rd mention) forever 
unto them. The atonement for the children of Israel:

Atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year.
Aaron did as the Lord commanded Moses. Until the time Jesus came to fulfill the 

atonement for all people once: High Priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek! Amen. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus!
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Lesson XVII

Leviticus chapter 17.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, saying,
3 What man soever there be of the house of Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in 
the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp,
4 and bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer an 
offering unto the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD; blood shall be imputed unto that 
man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people:
5 to the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the 
open field, even that they may bring them unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, unto the priest, and offer them for peace offerings unto the LORD.
6 And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of the LORD at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet savor unto the LORD.
7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a 
whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations.
8 ¶ And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of 
the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt offering or sacrifice,
9 and bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer it unto 
the LORD; even that man shall be cut off from among his people.
10 ¶ And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn 
among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against that soul that 
eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people.
11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.
12 Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood, neither shall 
any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.
13 And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn 
among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even 
pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust.
14 ¶ For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof: therefore I said unto 
the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh; for the life of all flesh is the 
blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.
15 And every soul that eateth that which died of itself, or that which was torn with beasts, 
whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the even: then shall he be clean.
16 But if he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh; then he shall bear his iniquity.

Commentary on chapter 17.

Verse 1. After the law of the day of atonement and its rites had been given, the Lord 
spoke to Moses about who, where, and when the sacrifices are to be done, and what things 
must never be done, along with the consequences.

Verse 2. Moses was to speak to Aaron, he to his sons, his sons to the people of Israel: 
these things that the Lord has commanded.

Verse 3. Anyone that kills an ox, lamb or goat in the camp or outside the camp.
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Verse 4. And they do not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation as an 
offering unto the Lord before the tabernacle, thus openly, publicly; to offer such in private or 
secretly points to offering to idols or devils. And the person taking on the role of the priest 
also.

To do so labels that man as taking a life for forbidden reasons: that blood "shall be 
imputed unto that man". The consequence was to be cut off from among his people. Death by 
civil magistrate if the case was brought before them, or otherwise by God (the hand of God 
immediately or in a premature death).

Verse 5. Before the tabernacle was put together they offered their sacrifices in the open 
field; now they must bring them to the tabernacle, before the door, to the priest. Only the 
priest had the right to offer them for a peace offering unto the Lord and all other offerings.

Verse 6. Then the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the altar of burnt-offering, at the 
door of the tabernacle – also burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

Verse 7. Forbidden – no more offerings or sacrifices to devils which idols (including 
their golden calf), to other than the true Almighty God. From God's point of view to do so was 
considered "gone whoring" - a spiritual adultery, as paramours. This shall be outlawed among 
them forever – to do so passed down generation to generation.

Verse 8. Who this includes: all Israelites, whatever tribe or age, rank, or class; or 
strangers staying among them. If any such person makes an offering, burnt sacrifice or any 
other:

Verse 9. And does not bring it to the proper place – the door of the tabernacle, unto the 
Lord, these shall be cut off – a death sentence. Cut off from His people by the magistrate or by
God (a premature death).

Verse 10. Any of the house of Israel and sojourners among them (strangers: if they eat 
any kind of blood of beasts or birds) the Lord will be set against them. This was found as part 
of idol and devil worship.

The Lord will cut that person off from their life and so from their people.

Verse 11. Statement of fact from God: the life of the flesh is in the blood – of every 
creature, animal and human. Taking of the blood takes away the life.

The Lord has proscribed the blood to be put upon the altar for the atonement of souls: 
to preserve their lives from the death their sins deserved.

The blood of life makes the atonement for the soul. And so the blood of Christ made 
atonement for us.

Verse 12. The above statement is recorded a second time to emphasize the seriousness. 
Now it includes even any stranger that is staying among them: no eating blood, period.

Verse 13. Also this concerns all the Israelites, and sojourners (strangers): when a 
person kills any beast or fowl that is permitted to be eaten: the blood must be taken care of – 
poured out and covered with the soil – therefore no person, or animal can partake any part of 
it also some groups in the general area around them saved the blood and feasted around it.
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Verse 14. Every animal's life was in their blood, including humans. Even birds and 
beasts: therefore no blood from any kind of flesh shall be eaten. Again: the blood is the life of 
the flesh. The punishment to disobey this law is death.

Verse 15. Another situation: if a person eats an animal that died on its own (such as 
from disease), or by having been killed by another animal, or person, and if not yet dead: not 
fit to eat.

This includes Israelites and strangers among them (if proselytes). If someone does so 
they must wash his clothes and himself in water, and be considered unclean until evening. 
Then he will be pronounced clean.

Verse 16. If this person does not wash them, or himself – then his sin shall remain upon
him – and he will be punished: not washing his body = death; not washing his clothes, he was 
to be beaten.

End.
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Lesson XVIII

Leviticus chapter 18.

Verses 1-5.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the LORD your God.
3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the 
doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in 
their ordinances.
4 Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I am the LORD 
your God.
5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live 
in them: I am the LORD.

Commentary on verses 1-5.

verse 1. The Lord continues to tell Moses what the people must do.

Verse 2. They are to be told that these words come directly from "I am the Lord your 
God." This was to emphasizes that He was the one with them in the past; with them in 
redeeming them from Egypt. He had taken special care with them, and bestowed many special
favours on them. They were to render cheerful obedience to His sovereignty over them.

Verse 3. Their many evil practices they had learned in Egypt. Their idolatry, and great 
immorality regarding sexual practices (incestuous). Also those of the Canaanites, where they 
were headed: specifically astrological practices of prediction and magic, and worship of the 
stars and their powers. Also incestuous sexual joinings with anyone and even animals (labeled
as bed customs).

Verse 4. The people are directed to follow all of God's rules, judgments and ordinances. 
They are "to walk therein". Being the Sovereign: in gratitude and law abiding: they ought to 
obey. Again: I am the Lord their God.

Verse 5. These laws were to be always kept in mind. To do so in Canaan he will live a 
long time – as here promised by "I am the Lord".

Scriptures. Verses 6-20.

6 ¶ None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their 
nakedness: I am the LORD.
7 The nakedness of thy father, or the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: 
she is thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.
8 The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness.
9 The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, 
whether she be born at home, or born abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not uncover.
10 The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy daughter's daughter, even their 
nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs is thine own nakedness.
11 The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy sister, 
thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.
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12 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is thy father's near 
kinswoman.
13 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister: for she is thy mother's 
near kinswoman.
14 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's brother, thou shalt not approach 
to his wife: she is thine aunt.
15 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter-in-law: she is thy son's wife; 
thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.
16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's 
nakedness.
17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, neither shalt thou 
take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness; for they are 
her near kinswomen: it is wickedness.
18 Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, 
besides the other in her life time.
19 ¶ Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her nakedness, as long as she 
is put apart for her uncleanness.
20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbor's wife, to defile thyself with her.

Commentary on verses 6-20.

Verse 6. No person is to approach any near relative, which are of his flesh – for together
with him make one flesh, one blood. This specifically is regarding a desire to have carnal 
knowledge of one another, or lie with them, to tempt or solicit it. These all are covered by the 
term "to uncover their nakedness."

The following verses go into the variety of incestuous possibilities that could be 
immoral, and against God's Law: "I am the Lord."

Verse 7. The mother and father: no incestuous relationship was permitted. This was 
known to be common among the Persians.

Verse 8. Not with a step mother, or mother-in-law – as being one flesh with their 
father: no carnal knowledge, lie with or marry.

Verse 9. With a sister: daughter of father or mother: incestuous, daughter or father or 
mother – even if brought up in another place – no relationship of a carnal nature permitted. 
Also done y Egyptians and Persians.

Verse 10. The granddaughters as well - no matter where they were raised: off limits.

Verse 11. Any daughter by his father by another wife, or by his mother by another man, 
or adopted children.

Verse 12. Also any aunt – as flesh and blood of his father.

Verse 13. Or aunt on the mother's side, or great aunts.

Verse 14. Not with their uncle's wife, or for females to marry their aunt's husband: both 
forbidden equally.
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Verse 15. Being a man's one flesh is his daughter-in-law – or his son's wife – no 
incestuous relationship is permitted.

Verse 16. Not thy brother's wife: to do so is as one flesh with his brother – unlawful.

Verse 17. Not a daughter-in-law – because the man had become one flesh with her 
mother. Neither her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter. Their relation is to close – 
thus to do so is wickedness.

Verse 18. Never two women (even if sisters) married to the same man; too upsetting or 
vexing to the other woman or when the man is with the one. Polygamy was against the Law.

Verse 19. If a woman is in her monthly courses (period) she is unclean – separated for 7
days, no man can have relations with her. This was sin, and uncleanness of the worst kind.

Verse 20. No adultery with neighbor's wife (7th Commandment) a sin of soul and body.
This defiles the man, and the wife of the neighbor.

Scriptures. Verses 21-30.

21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt 
thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.
22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any 
woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.
24 ¶ Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled 
which I cast out before you:
25 and the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.
26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of 
these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among 
you:
27 (for all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and 
the land is defiled;)
28 that the land spew not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spewed out the nations that 
were before you.
29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit 
them shall be cut off from among their people.
30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these 
abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves 
therein: I am the LORD your God.

Commentary on verses 21-30.

Verse 21. No children or offspring are to be offered (passed through the fire) to Molech:
the idol of the Ammonites. Passing through the fire was to burn them to death, a gift to their 
god (also Bael – mentioned in Jeremiah 5:31).

The children of Israel must not profane the name of their God in such a way. Their 
God's - blessing in giving them children – to be raised to honor His Holy Name: I am the 
Lord.
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Verse 22. Sodomy – the mixing of bodies. The name from the city of Sodom. Contrary 
to nature – never observed among any other creatures.

Verse 23. Bestiality: lie with a beast to defile themselves – any female kind, small or 
large, by a man. Also females are not to attempt to provoke any animal to come upon them for
carnal copulation. This was known in Egypt – woman with a goat. This is confusion, 
perverting the order of nature.

Verse 24. The Israelites are not to defile themselves in any of these things. This is why 
the Lord is casting out the nations that are defiled with all of these – before the Israelites take 
over Canaan.

Verse 25. Even the land itself was defiled by all these unnatural iniquities and 
impurities. As with a stomach that is nauseous – this land will "vomit" out her inhabitants – 
never to be allowed back.

Verse 26. The Israelites are to therefore keep the healthy and moral laws and rules of 
the lord – founded in equity and justice; they must not commit the aforementioned 
abominations, also not allow such by anyone staying among them.

Verse 27. This plainly states that all the above abominations were being practiced by 
the men of the land of Canaan: incest, fornication with any available female, adultery, 
bestiality, idolatry. All defiled their land.

Verse 28. These people were being "spewed out" of the land, by the land. The people of 
Israel must be very careful and obedient to God, to avoid all these abominations, or suffer the 
same fate.

Verse 29. Whoever does commit these abominations of the people of Israel shall be cut 
off from their people.

Verse 30. They must be careful to keep all of their Lord's laws and ordinances - this will
keep them from defiling themselves. They must always be aware that these things were 
practiced by the people of Canaan – and Egypt for a long time. What was happening to them 
should also be kept in mind: to make sure they did not allow themselves to be drawn into such
things that the Lord forbids them to do. He is the Lord their God. His laws were serious 
guidance of what evil to avoid – therefore do what was right, true, and good.

End.
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Lesson XIX

Leviticus chapter 19.

Verses 1-8.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be 
holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.
3 Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the 
LORD your God.
4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD your God.
5 ¶ And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, ye shall offer it at your 
own will.
6 It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on the morrow: and if aught remain until 
the third day, it shall be burnt in the fire.
7 And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is abominable; it shall not be accepted.
8 Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his iniquity, because he hath profaned the 
hallowed thing of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

Commentary on verses 1-8.

Verse 1. The continuation of the Lord delivering his laws to Moses.

Verse 2. Which Moses is to deliver to the children of Israel. This would be done in an 
ordinary sequence – tribe after tribe – the heads thereof then to the heads of households 
within each tribe, who would speak the words to their families.

The relationship is necessarily direct and the people were to be like Him – as He is 
holy., they must strive to be holy as He is. The laws are written and must be followed for the 
relationship to prosper.

Verse 3. As respecting the 5th Commandment – with a promise a man must honor his 
parents, who brought him into this world – the closest family connection – filled with love 
and affection – to be obliged and respected.

As their parents had taught them, they are alive to keep the Lord's Sabbaths – the 7th 
day and the 7th year, and the jubilee (once in 7 times 7 years).

Their parents were God's gift, who also taught them about the Lord, at present and 
forever, I am the Lord your God.

Verse 4. They are required not to be in any way connected to the false worship of idols 
(false so-called gods). It is wicked and stupid. They are to have no thoughts or relationship 
with such idols, made out of a metal melted and cast into a mold (golden calf). This relate to 
the 1st and 2nd Commandments: "I am the Lord your God."

Verse 5. A voluntary offering must be by their own desire and choice (their own will). 
Only such will be accepted by the Lord.

Verse 6. It was preferable to be eaten up the first day of its being offered. If not, the 
leftovers could be eaten the 2nd day but no further. If any is left over to the 3rd day, it must be
burned up.
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Verse 7. Any that is eaten on the 3rd is an abomination unacceptable to the Lord – 
rejected.

Verse 8. Such a one that did eat the 3rd day is guilty of a sin – guilty and to be 
punished. By his time the meat could be putrid, polluted.

The flesh was holy. The punishment – that one shall be cut off from among God's 
people. He will be cast out, or punished by the magistrate, or by the hand of God.

Scriptures. Verses 9-18.

9 ¶ And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of 
thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest.
10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy 
vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.
11 ¶ Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another.
12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy 
God: I am the LORD.
13 ¶ Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired 
shall not abide with thee all night until the morning.
14 Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear 
thy God: I am the LORD.
15 ¶ Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment; thou shalt not respect the person of the 
poor, nor honor the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbor.
16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people; neither shalt thou 
stand against the blood of thy neighbor: I am the LORD.
17 ¶ Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.
*18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD.

Commentary on verses 9-18.

Verse 9. The harvest of the land (eventually Canaan). The corners of the land were not 
to be reaped, but left for the poor. The amount of the corners should be in proportion to the 
size of the field. Also in proportion to the known number of the poor. The gleanings from the 
field were not to be picked up but also left for the poor

Verse 10. They are also not to glean their vineyards – not to cut off the small clusters 
(infant clusters). They are also not to harvest every single grape, and any that fell to the 
ground after the large clusters were gathered: they were to be left for the poor, and stranger. 
The Lord had given them fields and vineyards and their increase: He had the right to require 
such things of them, including this regard for the poor: peace and harmony: I am the Lord 
your God.

Verse 11. The 8th Commandment – thou shalt not steal. It has been suggested that here 
the stealing refers to the above laws – to not obey them would be stealing from the poor.

They are not to deal falsely – in commerce or trade. Also holding something in trust 
and then denying it.

No lying in trade or business – demanding legal debts be paid.
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Verse 12. In any of the above cases a man must not swear falsely using the Lord God's 
name. This includes any quality or power of God as well – not to be used in an oath falsely (as 
the 3rd Commandment). It does make the Lord's name profane. The Lord's name is holy as 
He is holy.

Verse 13. You must not secretly defraud, nor rob your neighbor openly, or by force, or 
refuse to pay back a loan.

If you hire a man for a day's work, you must pay him at the end of the day, unless an 
alternate arrangement is agreed upon before that time.

Verse 14. Thou shalt not curse or accuse a person who cannot respond or hear you (a 
deaf person). Also not to curse someone not present – therefore they cannot hear or respond 
to a curse. Such a person must not curse as the Lord always hears and could rightly punish 
such a one: fear thy God; I am the Lord.

Verse 15. To judges and witnesses – bear not false judgment, or witness in a court.
Also no partiality can be shown to a poor person in a court proceeding, whether for or 

against him.
The wealthy and mighty person was not to be shown honor, or fear him if the cause is 

against him. He must not be allowed any influence or weight. Whether rich or poor, they must
be spoken to and treated equally: no partiality, justice to both.

Verse 16. No one is to use stories of others to his own advantage, especially to better his
business, but cause injury to others.

No one is to bear false testimony, to put his neighbor in dangers of being arrested, 
when he is innocent, or in being silent when his testimony would prevent his innocent 
neighbor being arrested.

Verse 17. The 6th Commandment, do not hate thy brother in thine heart. This centers 
on caring enough to warn of danger or reprove of sin, without which suffering and ruin can 
happen. Thou shall continue to warn they neighbor or the danger in persisting of such things 
which can even lead to death. To do so in meekness, out of deep concern. You must not join in 
with him in his sin, as you would bear the punishment for it as well.

Verse 18. If you are treated unfairly, or denied a favor from a neighbor, you are not to 
show vengeance or ill will because of this, and refuse to help or lend something to that 
neighbor. Forget it, bear no "grudge against the children of thy people." Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Only God has the right to avenge. We do not. The same as Jesus said - the 
second great commandment. "I am the Lord!"

Scriptures. Verses 19-28.

19 ¶ Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a diverse kind: 
thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment mingled of linen and 
woolen come upon thee.
20 ¶ And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid, betrothed to a 
husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she shall be scourged: they shall not
be put to death, because she was not free.
21 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, even a ram for a trespass offering.
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22 And the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering 
before the LORD for his sin which he hath done; and the sin which he hath done shall be 
forgiven him.
23 ¶ And when ye shall come into the land, and shall have planted all manner of trees for 
food, then ye shall count the fruit thereof as uncircumcised: three years shall it be as 
uncircumcised unto you: it shall not be eaten of.
24 But in the fourth year all the fruit thereof shall be holy to praise the LORD withal.
25 And in the fifth year shall ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may yield unto you the 
increase thereof: I am the LORD your God.
26 ¶ Ye shall not eat any thing with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor 
observe times.
27 Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy 
beard.
28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon 
you: I am the LORD.

Commentary on verses 19-28.

Verse 19. These laws were to be obeyed: as to keep God's provisions pure, not mix with 
a diverse kind. First mentioned are cattle – not to cause them to mate (gender) and produce a 
divergent kind. The created nature of beings were to be kept as God made them. So also with 
seeds of different grain – they are not to be sown together in a field. Purity and following 
God's plan – provided by the Spirit and Grace of God, not to be corrupted by the power of 
man.

A garment of linen and wool was not to be worn by anyone or by the priests.

Verse 20. Any man that lies carnally with a woman that belongs to a Hebrew (a bond-
servant- that was betrothed to her husband (by her master or his son), and whose complete 
freedom had not been given to her, she is to be beaten, but not the man. They won't be put to 
death because she was not free (therefore not adulterous).

Verse 21. The man shall bring a ram for his trespass-offering unto the priest at the door
of the tabernacle. The woman was not required to do so, being a bond-maid, she had nothing 
of her own.

Verse 22. The priest shall make atonement for the man – a trespass-offering before the 
Lord for his sin. He shall be forgiven.

Verse 23. When the Israelites had come into the land of Canaan, and shall have planted
all manner of fruit trees: figs, grapes, olives, etc for the first 3 years; crops are to be tossed 
aside as uncircumcised flesh - not eaten. Then the fruit will be fully grown as the tree has 
matured to its strength. Also the 3 years of fruit were first-fruits as given to the Lord, as later 
the first-fruit of each season is given to the Lord before any was eaten.

Verse 24.the fourth year, all the fruit shall be holy, separated to the priest, devoted to 
the service of God, to praise God, and His abundant good and blessing. The fruit then eaten 
before the Lord with joy and gladness.

Verse 25. In the 5th year the fruit shall be eaten by all the people and from then on, to 
also increase to bountifully make up for the 3 years without the fruit, and the 4h year 
dedicated to the Lord. The Lord provided the increase as promised: I am the Lord your God.
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Verse 26. Nothing shall be eaten, with blood still in it, upon it, or under it. To some 
heathen groups there were superstitions concerning spirits or powers in the blood. No 
enchantments were permitted – as using various animals as ways of predicting the future – 
soothsaying, or divination – also serpents as omens, bad luck etc. Or observe any days as 
lucky, or unlucky, for any unexplained mishap or accident – times of day, days or certain 
hours. Also divining from clouds – what they appear like, or in their movements.

Verse 27. Don't round the corners of your head hair (as in a bowl cut). Also round the 
corners of your beards. Both were customs of idolaters and their priest – the Greeks and 
Arabians. Also it is recorded in ancient times this was also done to commemorate some one of 
the dead.

Verse 28. They shall not make any cut in their flesh for the dead. The Amorites and 
Scythians were known to do so – part of the ear, cut on the forehead and nose, beating their 
chests. Also these to appease the infernal deities – for honor of the departed soul. The Jews 
were to punish breach of these with scourging for each one. Also any marks that represented a
known figure in a cut with ink or a black bead (even the mark of an idol). All such customs 
were among the Gentiles of ancient times. "I am the Lord."

Scriptures. Verses 29-37.

29 ¶ Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a whore; lest the land fall to 
whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness.
30 Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.
31 ¶ Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by 
them: I am the LORD your God.
32 ¶ Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, and fear 
thy God: I am the LORD.
33 ¶ And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.
34 But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and 
thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your 
God.
35 ¶ Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure.
36 Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the LORD 
your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.
37 Therefore shall ye observe all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: I am the
LORD.

Commentary on verses 29-37.

Verse 29. The Israelites were not allowed to prostitute their women, daughters, as other
heathens did in their idols' temples (Greeks and Babylonians). Fornication and idolatry – 
spiritual and fleshly wickedness.

Verse 30. The Lord's Sabbaths were to be carefully and obediently kept. Purity from 
idolatry and filthy practices. Reverence the Lord's sanctuary. He is holy so they must also be 
holy, by clean and reverent practices.

Verse 31. Stay away from those who claim to have a spirit or a voice from the spirit 
world – with secret knowledge or predictions. One comment mentions ventriloquists - "as if 
speaking from another place" (a rock, or their bellies) in a different voice.
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Neither seek after wizards – who pretend to have secret and great knowledge – telling 
fortunes, predicting the future falsely. They were considered evil, off limits. Only their Lord 
was to be regarded and sought for advice and assistance.

Verse 32. Hoary head is a gray-haired person, an elderly person. A young man was to 
rise in respect of the old man. The old were considered receiving favor and honor from God, 
Who has granted them long lives.

Also because of knowledge, experience and wisdom. And honor the old man's face - in 
front of him, behave respectfully, as someone above you in some area in life – age, office, 
judge, teacher, etc.

The Ancient of Days – thy God. I am the Lord to be honored and reverenced above all 
others from everlasting to everlasting.

Verse 33. When a stranger is staying among you, do not vex him with – harsh or 
degrading words concerning his past (idolatry etc). Nor in business, or in the law.

Verse 34. A stranger that dwells with you – who is interested in becoming a Jew (a 
proselyte). He is to be treated as someone born among you – the same privileges, civil and 
religious. Thou shalt love him as thyself. Do unto them as you would have them do unto you.

Remember their hardships in Egypt, slavery and idolatry. Have therefore pity and 
kindness as God did to them when strangers in Egypt. Obey Him.

Verse 35. Do no unrighteousness in judgment. No deceit as a judge in what follows:
In measuring land (fields), or anything that is being measured – rod or the line; or 

cloth by the yard or ell – broad or narrow – in length. Then concerning anything to be 
weighted in scales – various goods and money, gold etc. The last: bushel, peck, pint, quart – 
dry things and liquids.

Verse 36. Just weights and balances all things bought and sold by weight. Fixed by 
agreement and tradition. The same in buying or selling. Whether things fluid or dry. All 
measures were to be done equally by all.

Verse 37. Therefore the children of Israel, under God, shall observe all His statutes and 
judgments. Whether ceremonial, judicial, in commerce, or in morals – all were His sovereign 
will – according to the rules of justice and equity. All were to be learned and put into practice 
– to do them. The Lord has spoken: I am the Lord.
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Lesson XX

Leviticus chapter 20.

Verses 1-10.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel,
or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall 
surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones.
3 And I will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; 
because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy 
name.
4 And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth 
of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not;
5 then I will set my face against that man, and against his family, and will cut him off, 
and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their 
people.
6 ¶ And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a 
whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among 
his people.
7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.
8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you.
9 For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath 
cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.
10 ¶ And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that 
committeth adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be 
put to death.

Commentary on verses 1-10. After the proceeding laws had been delivered – here 
Moses is told by the Lord to deliver the penalties.

Verse 2. Every single person of the children of Israel (age, sex, condition of life_ and 
also strangers staying with them: they are not to live with a follower of Molech, or give their 
child to be sacrificed to Molech by fire. This was common among the heathen people of 
Canaan, Phoenicia, and others. That person shall be put to death – by the hand of the civil 
magistrate: the method was stoning by the people of the land (the house of Israel).

Verse 3. If the people do not find sufficient evidence, or negligent magistrates, the 
matter will be known by the Lord and He will deal with the man Himself – to cut him off from 
his people; deserving everlasting wrath and destruction.

This person would also defile the Lord's sanctuary with his vile pollution; and also 
would profane the Lord's holy name.

Verse 4. If any people of the house of Israel pretend that they don't know or see what he
has done or is about to do, or don't bear witness against him; or if a magistrate or a court are 
negligent in punishing him for giving his seed to Molech, and do not put him to death:

Verse 5. The Lord will be against that man (perpetrator or witness or judge), and his 
family, his helpers (having gone along with him, and any that follow his example encouraged 
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by his not being put to death: they and all others that go a whoring after Molech; they shall be 
cut off from among their people by the Lord.

Verse 6. Anyone who seeks knowledge from ones that claim to have "familiar spirits", 
or wizards, to go a whoring after them; the Lord will be set against them and cut them off – 
and any that don't witness or prosecute him will also be held guilty – and be cut off from 
among the Lord's people.

Verse 7. You are to set yourselves apart from any and all such impious and idolatrous 
practices, and all that have so practiced or indulged in them. They are to be holy as the Lord 
your God is holy.

Verse 8. They are to keep (obey) all of the Lord's statutes – thus preserving them from 
sin, and to practice holiness in their actions and their conversation. The Lord has set them 
apart by His Grace, and Spirit, outwardly and inwardly.

Verse 9. To curse one's father or mother was a capital offense – the death penalty – by 
public stoning. Their blood shall be upon them: they chose death by their cursing their 
parents.

Verse 10. The 7th Commandment: to commit adultery with another man's wife (or his 
neighbor's wife). Both guilty parties were to be put to death by stoning.

Scriptures. Verses 11-21.

11 And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's nakedness: 
both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.
12 And if a man lie with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death: 
they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.
13 If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed 
an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.
14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, it is wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, 
both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you.
15 And if a man lie with a beast, he shall surely be put to death; and ye shall slay the beast.
16 And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the 
woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them.
17 ¶ And if a man shall take his sister, his father's daughter, or his mother's daughter, and 
see her nakedness, and she see his nakedness; it is a wicked thing; and they shall be cut off in 
the sight of their people: he hath uncovered his sister's nakedness; he shall bear his iniquity.
18 And if a man shall lie with a woman having her sickness, and shall uncover her 
nakedness; he hath discovered her fountain, and she hath uncovered the fountain of her 
blood: and both of them shall be cut off from among their people.
19 And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister, nor of thy father's 
sister; for he uncovereth his near kin: they shall bear their iniquity.
20 And if a man shall lie with his uncle's wife, he hath uncovered his uncle's nakedness: 
they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless.
21 And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his 
brother's nakedness; they shall be childless.
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Commentary on verses 11-21.

Verse 11. Any man that lies with his father's wife is wickedness against his father, 
whether his own mother or step-mother, whether his father was living or not. Both the man 
and the woman were to be executed.

Verse 12. Any man that lies with his daughter-in-law, whether his son is alive or not, it 
is shameful and brings confusion. They both shall be put to death. The knew the Law and 
made their choice, knowing the penalty (their blood upon them).

Verse 13. To lie with a man as he lies with a woman – the sin of sodomy – an 
abominable wickedness – contrary to nature – never found among animals - both are to be 
slain by stoning. Their choice = their punishment.

Verse 14. If a man take a wife and her mother – both consenting to it, it is wickedness. 
All three shall be burned to death. This is to prevent this wickedness from being done amongst
the people.

Verse 15. A man with a beast: unnatural – to be stoned to death. The beast also killed 
(with clubs) to prevent others being tempted to do such a sin.

Verse 16. For a woman to lie down with any beast – to provoke the beast - the woman 
shall be stoned to death. The beast killed with clubs. Their choice – their penalty.

Verse 17. If a man takes his sister, whether by one of his parents or both, and they see 
each other's nakedness, as prelude to lying together – it is wickedness. He shall be punished 
for his iniquity.

Verse 18. A man who lies with a woman having her monthly period – while she is weak 
if he uncovers her nakedness (has carnal knowledge of her) thereby uncovering her source of 
bleeding; and if she has willingly participated, both are guilty of death, and shall be cut off 
from among their people.

Verse 19. A man shall not uncover the nakedness of an aunt – whether sister of his 
father or mother – it is sin with near kin. So a woman with her uncle. Both are guilty and will 
be punished – whether by death or by being childless.

Verse 20. A man who lies with his uncle's wife – this uncovers his uncle's nakedness – 
incest. They shall be childless.

Verse 21. A man who takes his brother's wife (whether the brother is alive or not) it is a 
sin. They shall be childless. His brother's nakedness has been uncovered.

Scriptures. Verses 22-27.

22 ¶ Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the 
land, whither I bring you to dwell therein, spew you not out.
23 And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I cast out before you: for they
committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred them.
24 But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to 
possess it, a land that floweth with milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have 
separated you from other people.
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25 Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between 
unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, or 
by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated from you 
as unclean.
26 And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other
people, that ye should be mine.
27 ¶ A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put
to death: they shall stone them with stones; their blood shall be upon them.

Commentary on verses 22-27.

Verse 22. The children of Israel are to keep all of the Lord's laws and judgments; they 
are to obey all of them, all of the time. When the Lord brings them in the land to live in; if they
do not, they will be spewn out (as the stomach vomits when things vile and repulsive are taken
in).

Verse 23. The nation which the Lord will cast out of the land before them; they are 
guilty of every abomination previously described: idolatry, incest, etc. The Lord abhorred 
them. The people of Israel are very seriously warned.

Verse 24. The Lord has promised them the land (as He had to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and Shem the son of Noah). He has the power and right to do so. A land prepared 
before them flowing with milk and honey (all necessary and delightful). Their Lord and God 
has separated them from all other peoples and nations. They are therefore under obligation to 
honor and obey all of his ways: to be holy as He is holy!

Verse 25. They must keep clean and unclean things separated (Leviticus 16). Those fit 
for food and those not. This includes animals, fowls, and fish, or creeping things. They are to 
be separated and not fit to be eaten.

Verse 26. The people are also to stay away from persons and things unclean before their
Lord. They are to be diligent by staying holy, unto their God, for He is holy. The Lord has 
separated them from all others so they can and will be His by being like Him in all areas of 
their lives: they are to reverence and obey Him to remain His.

Verse 27. They are specifically warned of the danger and evil of familiar spirits, often by
women. Such wizards or witches (pretenses of divination – secret knowledge, predict the 
future etc, such as for money). They are not to be tolerated – they must be put to death by 
public stoning. Their blood is spilled because of the capital sin: their choice – their 
punishment.

Finis.
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Lesson XXI

Leviticus chapter 21.

Verses 1-12.

1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto 
them, There shall none be defiled for the dead among his people:
2 but for his kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his mother, and for his father, and for 
his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother,
3 and for his sister a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her 
may he be defiled.
4 But he shall not defile himself, being a chief man among his people, to profane himself.
5 They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corner of
their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.
6 They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the 
offerings of the LORD made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they 
shall be holy.
7 They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall they take a woman 
put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.
8 Thou shalt sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God: he shall be holy 
unto thee: for I the LORD, which sanctify you, am holy.
9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she 
profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire.
10 ¶ And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil 
was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor 
rend his clothes;
11 neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor defile himself for his father, or for his 
mother;
12 neither shall he go out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the 
crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him: I am the LORD.

Commentary on verses 1-12.

Verse 1. The sons of Aaron, as priests, are here given very detailed rules because they 
were the most involved with the services and worship of the Lord; to be holy, and keep 
themselves from all defilements.

They were never to be defiled for the dead among his people. They were to abstain from
graves, dead bodies, funerals, any mournful right.

Verse 2. The only exception was for closest relatives. Then he could mourn, take care of 
and attend their funerals.

Verse 3. For his sister who remained a virgin in his father's house, having no one else to
mourn for her; for her he may be defiled – to mourn and take care of her funeral.

Verse 4. He shall not defile himself for any lord, ruler, governor of his people. He shall 
not profane himself – making himself unfit for sacred service.
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Verse 5. To do these things (baldness etc) were for the dead. Especially in Egypt and 
Greece, signs of mourning. Also cuttings in the flesh were common in heathen nations as in 
mourning as well.

Verse 6. The priests were set apart for holy service unto their God, they must be also 
holy. To do otherwise would make the name of their God evil – spoken-of, on their account, or
His service to be interrupted, they would be considered on the same level with the common 
people.

They must remain separated from all others – they must remain holy for the offering of
the Lord: by fire, the shew-bread of their God; all were devoted to their God. Their offerings 
would be accepted only if offered by those separate from all others, abstaining from impurity 
of both flesh and spirit: only thus holy!

Verse 7. No priest shall take a wife a common prostitute, or one whose chastity has 
been violated, whether by force or agreement – but not a practice of it.

Also they shall not take a woman put away by her husband for some serious offense 
(adulterous) or at least unseemly. To do so would bring scandal or reproach. He is to continue 
to be holy unto his God.

Verse 8. He is to be sanctified therefore – to thinking and speaking well of him; honor 
and show esteem, thus help him, preserve him from impurity and unholiness.

The people, in all their offerings unto God, place them in the hands of the priests – who
are holy; and thus the Lord will sanctify the people – in His nature and ways; He had 
separated them from all others to be His holy people. So those that ministered for them shall 
also be holy.

Verse 9. The daughter of any priest that was betrothed or married, found to have been 
playing the whore, profaned herself and brought scandal and disgrace upon especially her 
father that held a sacred office. He can be accused of not bringing her up carefully and 
correctly. Her punishment was death – but worse than stoning: she was to be burnt up with 
fire. The man involved with her was to be strangled (Jewish tradition recorded).

Verse 10. The high priest, among his brothers, in a higher office than his brethren – 
considered higher in beauty, strength and wisdom; upon whose head was poured the 
anointing oil of consecration, as first upon Aaron, then upon those succeeding him. Then the 
high priestly garments (8) are put upon him.

On account of the dead he must not show any mourning: by uncovering his head – and 
letting his hair grow. He is not to rend his clothes for the dead.

Verse 11. He shall not go in to view a dead body (in a tent or a house) – even in the case 
of his parents' death – not at a funeral – he would defile himself – and he would be unclean 7 
days and could not perform the duties of his office.

Verse 12. In a time of service he shall not go out of the sanctuary. To do so would 
profane the sanctuary of his God. He had been anointed by holy oil of his God as a holy crown,
the highest of his God: "I am the Lord" - His commandment – expected to be obeyed in all 
these things.

98

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Scriptures. Verses 13-24.

13 And he shall take a wife in her virginity.
14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or a harlot, these shall he not take: but he 
shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.
15 Neither shall he profane his seed among his people: for I the LORD do sanctify him.
16 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
17 Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their generations that hath 
any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God.
18 For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a
lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or any thing superfluous,
19 or a man that is broken-footed, or broken-handed,
20 or crookbacked, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, 
or hath his stones broken;
21 no man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the 
offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the 
bread of his God.
22 He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy.
23 Only he shall not go in unto the veil, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a 
blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them.
24 And Moses told it unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel.

Commentary on verses 13-24.

Verse 13. A wife: the high priest, only one wife – while yet a virgin.

Verse 14. He may not marry a widow, divorced woman, or a harlot. Also not of a foreign
nation or tribe. Only an Israelite virgin.

Verse 15. He must not profane his seed by marrying any of the above or their children 
could not be allowed to become priests. His honor and holiness were to be preserved: as 
separated to the sacred office of the high priest, by the Lord.

Verse 16. Further instructions concerning blemishes of the priest's bodies: spoken to 
Moses.

Verse 17. Aaron was responsible to make certain that none of his sons, in whatever 
generation (no women), had any blemish (details mentioned next). He shall not offer the 
bread of his God, or go into the holy place, or offer any sacrifices upon the altar. They were to 
be without spot or blemish.

Verse 18. No matter his other qualifications for the office, whether born with, or 
temporary (which can be removed) – he shall not approach to do any sacred service, having a 
physical blemish: whether blind or lame, whether his nose is lower than his eyes – short, 
crooked, sunken or mutilated, or anything beyond normal – more fingers or toes – 
disproportionate – one longer, or smaller – eye or leg, or foot.

Verse 19. Or a man is broken footed, or handed (club-footed), crooked finger or fingers:
unfit for service unto their God.
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Verse 20. Any of Aaron's seed that has any such blemish may not come to offer 
offerings made by fire unto the Lord, or offer the bread of his God: repeated for emphasis and 
confirmation.

Verse 22. Any of these impurities did disqualify his right to eat the bread of his God 
(those sacrifices set apart by God for the priests); they did not become impure in a moral or 
ceremonial sense).

Verse 23. He shall not do service in the holy place (before the veil) or within the veil, 
where only the high-priest was to enter once a year - not to trim the lamps or offer incense at 
the altar of incense: because he hath a blemish.

Verse 24. These things were told by Moses to Aaron and his sons, and to all the children
of Israel. All were to know and follow all these qualifications for the Lord's service.
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Lesson XXII

Leviticus chapter 22. Holiness of Offerings.

Verses 1-9.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that they separate themselves from the holy things of
the children of Israel, and that they profane not my holy name in those things which they 
hallow unto me: I am the LORD.
3 Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth 
unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his 
uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD.
4 What man soever of the seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not 
eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the 
dead, or a man whose seed goeth from him;
5 or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby he may be made unclean, or a man 
of whom he may take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath;
6 the soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and shall not eat of 
the holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water.
7 And when the sun is down, he shall be clean, and shall afterward eat of the holy things; 
because it is his food.
8 That which dieth of itself, or is torn with beasts, he shall not eat to defile himself 
therewith: I am the LORD.
9 They shall therefore keep mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for it, and die therefore, if 
they profane it: I the LORD do sanctify them.

Commentary on verses 1-9.

Verse 1. After the previous chapter concerning blemishes in priests, this forbids them 
from eating holy things when in any uncleanness. These are delivered unto Moses.

Verse 2. Moses speaks to Aaron and his sons concerning the circumstances: the priests 
must keep themselves from the people's lawful sacrifices when they were in any uncleanness. 
They would otherwise profane those things, which also profanes the Lord's holy things.

Verse 3. This covers the families of the priests – if in any uncleanness, they also may 
not eat any of the offerings of the children of Israel – thereby profaning it. This is the part of 
the offering set apart for the priests and their families. If any were unclean, they may not eat 
this food – if they did, the person shall be cut off from the Lord, by the Lord.

Verse 4. Other blemishes – those with these: leprosy, a running issue, gonorrhea, may 
not eat until cleansed. Also one that touched a dead person or someone else that had touched 
a dead person or any other thing related to the dead. Also any man whose seed was gone forth 
(such as when asleep, or a lustful imagination).

Verse 5. Whosoever touches any creeping thing, or touches any unclean person (leper 
etc or unclean plants or criminals – whatsoever uncleanness it is).

Verse 6. Whoever touches such things will remain unclean until evening. They shall not
eat of the holy things until he has been dipped in water.
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Verse 7. After washing himself he shall be clean after sundown, then he can eat of the 
holy things, his ordinary diet (as ordained by God).

Verse 8. Whatever dies of itself, or killed (torn) by beasts – whatever fowls or wild 
animals, he shall not eat – to defile himself, impure – even for any Israelite. This is expected 
by the Lord.

Verse 9. God's Word is His Command. This is most serious for the priests and 
especially in the sanctuary and on their various services, offerings, and sacrifices.

To not do so is to bear sin for it. The penalty is death. They were separated by God, as 
was the sanctuary, and kept pure and holy.

Scriptures. Verses 10-25.

10 ¶ There shall no stranger eat of the holy thing: a sojourner of the priest, or a hired 
servant, shall not eat of the holy thing.
11 But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born in his
house: they shall eat of his meat.
12 If the priest's daughter also be married unto a stranger, she may not eat of an offering 
of the holy things.
13 But if the priest's daughter be a widow, or divorced, and have no child, and is returned 
unto her father's house, as in her youth, she shall eat of her father's meat: but there shall no 
stranger eat thereof.
14 And if a man eat of the holy thing unwittingly, then he shall put the fifth part thereof 
unto it, and shall give it unto the priest with the holy thing.
15 And they shall not profane the holy things of the children of Israel, which they offer 
unto the LORD;
16 or suffer them to bear the iniquity of trespass, when they eat their holy things: for I the 
LORD do sanctify them.
17 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
18 Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, Whatsoever he be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, that will offer his 
oblation for all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which they will offer unto the LORD 
for a burnt offering;
19 ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish, of the beeves, of the sheep, or of 
the goats.
20 But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for 
you.
21 And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD to accomplish his 
vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be 
no blemish therein.
22 Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not offer 
these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD.
23 Either a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his parts, that 
mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not be accepted.
24 Ye shall not offer unto the LORD that which is bruised, or crushed, or broken, or cut; 
neither shall ye make any offering thereof in your land.
25 Neither from a stranger's hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of any of these; 
because their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in them: they shall not be accepted for 
you.
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Commentary on verses 10-25.

Verse 10. Anyone, not of the seed of Aaron, among the family of a priest shall not eat of 
the holy thing: a stranger staying and a hired servant of the priests shall also not eat of the 
holy thing.

Verse 11. But if the priest purchases a man as life-long servant, who will always live in 
his house, he shall eat of it; as will any child born in the priest's house shall also eat of it.

Verse 12. If the priest's daughter is married unto one that is not a priest (any common 
man of the Israelites), she may not eat of the holy things.

Verse 13. If a priest's daughter is divorced, or a widow, and have no child of him, and 
returns to her father's house in her youth, she shall eat of her father's meat. No one of another 
family, or another nation: considered a stranger, is not able to eat.

Verse 14. No one who does eat of the holy things, without knowing, or not knowing the 
punishment of doing so, a common person: he shall put a 1/5th value of what he has eaten, in 
addition to the value of the whole – as a way of compensating for the part he has eaten.

Verse 15. To allow such persons to eat of the holy things is to profane them – this 
directed to the priests, to always remember that they were given by the children of Israel to 
offer to the Lord. Strangers were also warned not to do so, making those things as-it-were – 
common things.

Verse 16. To allow such makes the one who lets this happen of the priest will have to 
bear the iniquity of the trespass. The reason: because the Lord has set apart the priests, and 
holy things, to whom the holy things belong.

Verse 17. At the same time the Lord spoke to Moses adding some things concerning the 
nature, condition and circumstances of the sacrifices.

Verse 18. This is addressed to the priests (Aaron and sons) and all of the people of 
Israel, and anyone else that offers vows and voluntary gifts (strangers in Israel: whether for 
vows and for free-will offerings, as offered in devotion to God – burnt-offerings only because 
the heart of the Gentile is toward heaven.

Verse 19. Free-will offerings should be offered with a willing mind, from the whole 
heart – that they should be well-pleasing to God, acceptable to Him. It must be made without 
blemish, of a bullock, sheep, or goat. Other offerings could include females.

Verse 20. No animal with a blemish was acceptable as an offering unto God.

Verse 21. A sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord is not required to be only a male. 
These were a thanksgiving for mercies received; to accomplished God's deliverance: a free-will
offering – whether bullock or sheep (also goats – being of the flock); they must be complete in
all their parts – as well as no visible blemish.

Verse 22. No blemish (whether in one eye or both), nor broken, or in any way maimed, 
or wen (warts), or scurvy or scabbed – same is men had. These details were repeated for 
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emphasis 3 times: "ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by fire of 
them upon the altar unto the LORD."

Verse 23. No bullock or lamb with more parts or less parts than normal: five feet, two 
gristles in an ear, or less than 3 feet, no gristles in an ear, or one member longer or shorter 
than another leg or thigh, or ear or tail cut: they may be offered for a free-will offering only. 
Not for a vow. The free-will offering was according to a man's will and desire. But not 
acceptable for a vow – that sacrifice must be without flaw or blemish.

Verse 24. No offering shall be made of any bruised, crushed, or broken animal – you 
shall not in your land. Several writers say this refers to not crushing, breaking, or cutting the 
testicles of any creature: "ye shall not do it!"

Verse 25. They must not offer any sacrifice from a Gentile, a proselyte – because they 
may be bruised broken or cut. The Gentile must offer the same quality and condition of any 
animal for sacrifice. The priests shall not accept them from them – they will not be accepted 
by the Lord.

Scriptures. Verses 26-33.

26 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
27 When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under
the dam; and from the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD.
28 And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her young both in one day.
29 And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the LORD, offer it at your own 
will.
30 On the same day it shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none of it until the morrow: I am 
the LORD.
31 ¶ Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD.
32 Neither shall ye profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of 
Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you,
33 that brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD.

Commentary on verses 26-33.

Verse 26. The discourse is continued on the same subject.

Verse 27. When an offering of any sacrificial animal is born, it is not to be taken from 
its mother for 7 days - whether calf, lamb or kid, and killed for food or sacrifice. The thought is
that a sabbath must pass over it first; also in recognizing the 7 days of God's creation. After 
that it can be accepted as perfect for strength; the eighth day it may be offered as an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord.

Verse 28. Whether cow or ewe (female of ox and sheep), they shall not kill it and its 
young (male or female) both in the same day.

Verse 29. A thanksgiving offering unto the Lord: offer what they please: bullock, sheep, 
or goat, male or female. Certain laws (following) were to be followed.
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Verse 30. It shall be eaten up on the same day offered; none of it must be left until the 
following morning (as eaten by the priests).

Verse 31. These laws were to be remembered, kept and done: priests and people. Put in 
practice: I am the Lord.

Verse 32. To not do so will cause God's Name to be profaned (said particularly to the 
sons of Aaron). The Lord's Name is to be hallowed among the children of Israel. It was He that
hallowed them – by the giving of these holy laws to make them at least externally holy.

Verse 33. He had showed them as their Father of the Covenant: He brought them out of
Egypt to be their God. As Father, He had care and kindness and forgiveness, which put them 
under obligation to obey, serve, and worship Him as their Lord, their sovereign. I am the 
Lord.

End.
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Lesson XXIII

Leviticus chapter 23. Days, Times, Seasons.

Verses 1-8.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the 
LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.
3 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, a holy 
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.
4 ¶ These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in 
their seasons.
5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.
6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the 
LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.
7 In the first day ye shall have a holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.
8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh 
day is a holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

Commentary on verses 1-8.

Verse 1. More special worship and of the Lord as follows:

Verse 2. The people are to be gathered and spoken to concerning the feasts of the Lord; 
appointed and ordered by God. The performance of solemn worship together equals 
convocations – called together by priests – the signal of a trumpet. Holy days – set apart for 
holy service.

Verse 3. People shall work six days, honest and lawful. This seventh day is the sabbath 
of rest. No work of any kind. A holy convocation, the people called to holy exercises – proper 
and praise, hear the word and offer sacrifice. It was to be celebrated in all their dwellings as 
well. Others wherever they were – synagogues, sanctuary, tabernacle, temple, etc.

verse 4. The following feasts of the Lord are to be proclaimed in their seasons - proper 
times – year, month, day or days. Proclaimed by the priests – by the trumpet.

Verse 5. First month, 14th day (Nisan – the month Israel came out of Egypt). (Our 
March and April – part of each.) The month of the Lord's Passover.

Verse 6. On the 15th day of the same month – the feast of the unleavened bread – for 
seven days – also the days the Israelites went out of Egypt.

Verse 7. The first day – a holy convocation – no servile work.

Verse 8. An offering by fire unto the Lord – one on each of the 7 days: two young 
bullocks, one ram, seven lambs. Also no servile work (farming, manufacturing, or mechanical 
business).
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Scriptures. Verses 9-14.

9 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the 
firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:
11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow 
after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.
12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf a he lamb without blemish of the 
first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.
13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savor: and the drink offering thereof shall be 
of wine, the fourth part of a hin.
14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day 
that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings.

Commentary on verses 9-14.

Verse 9. Continuation of the feasts and holy convocations – saying:

Verse 10. To the children of Israel: when they come into the land promised them: 
Canaan. These would not be possible for them to actually do until then (still being in the 
wilderness). When it's time to reap the barley harvest, they shall bring a sheaf of the first-
fruits unto the priest an omer: 1/10th of an ephah. The corn was beaten out, winnowed, dried 
by fire, ground in a mill into flour. Then mixed oil and frankincense, a handful was put upon 
the altar, the rest given to the priests. After this the rest of the reaping can go on publicly and 
privately.

Verse 11. The wave of the sheaf before the Lord was in the tabernacle before the place of
the Lord's presence (later in the Temple). The waving was towards the four directions of the 
compass: the Lord of heaven and earth, and the fruits of the earth: plentiful harvests of Him –
to give praise and glory to Him, and thanksgiving, that the remainder would be set apart and 
blessed to them.

This was to be done on the day after the Sabbath waved by the priest (16th of Nisan). 
Considered as also prophecy, symbolic of Christ offering of Himself unto the Father.

Verse 12. On the day of that offering (wave the sheaf), they shall make the offering of a 
male lamb 1 year old, without blemish, for a burnt offering unto the Lord (another typical 
offering of the perfect Lamb of God – the first-fruits of His people).

Verse 13. The meat (meal) offering shall be 2/10 deals of fine flour mingled with oil. A 
handful burnt on the altar for a sweet savor – the reset given to the priests.

The drink-offering of wine, 1/4th of a hin: pure juice of the grape.

Verse 14. They were obliged to eat unleavened bread at this time, so no bread of the 
recent crops (new corn). They were not to do so until all the above offerings had been 
completed (first-fruits, the he-lamb, meat offering, and drink offering). This is written to be 
passed down throughout their generations and dwellings.
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Scriptures. Verses 15-25.

15 ¶ And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye 
brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:
16 even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall
offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.
17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be 
of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.
18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one 
young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their 
meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savor unto the 
LORD.
19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first 
year for a sacrifice of peace offerings.
20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering 
before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.
21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be a holy convocation unto you: 
ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings 
throughout your generations.
22 ¶ And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the 
corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: 
thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God.
23 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the 
month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.
25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.

Commentary on verses 15-25.

Verse 15. The 50th day after the first day: the 16th of Nisan – after the first feast day of 
the Passover; on the day when the sheaf of the first-fruits of the barley harvest was offered.

7 sabbaths = 49 days.

Verse 16. The following day (after the 7 sabbaths) will be the 50th day – Pentecost. The 
new meat-offering – of the wheat harvest was the new offering with the Lord.

Verse 17. In Canaan, they were to bring two loaves (two omers) of the finest wheat-flour
– baked with leaven. These were not to be burnt – they fell to the share of the priests: the 
first-fruits unto the Lord of the wheat-harvest, in gratitude for the Lord's bounty unto them.

Verse 18. With the bread: seven lambs of the 1st year without blemish, one young 
bullock and two rams for a burnt offering unto the Lord – with their meat and drink offerings.
An offering by fire – a sweet savour unto the Lord.

Verse 19. Then the sacrifice of one kid of the goats for a sin offering. The sin of the 
whole congregation. By this all other sacrifices became acceptable unto God.

Verse 19. Then two lambs of the first year for a peace-offering. The only peace-offerings
of the congregation that were offered throughout the whole year.
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Verse 20. The priests shall wave them with the bread of the first-fruits. Waved in the 4 
directions. They were then given unto the priests as set apart by the Lord for them (loaves and
lambs – eaten by the males only in the court of the tabernacle).

Verse 21. By the sound of the trumpet this was a day of holy convocation – the 
Pentecost, devoted to sacred service. No servile work to be done This was to express 
thankfulness for the harvest – honoring the Lord with the 1st fruits. A statute forever, in all 
dwellings.

This day also marks the Holy Spirit blessing Christ's disciples with the everlasting 
Gospel for people of all nations – the first fruits of all other believers.

Verse 22. The first-fruits of what harvest – repeated from Leviticus 19:9,10. For 
emphasis – that they might not forget. To leave the corners of the fields and gleaning to the 
poor. When they expressed thankfulness to God – also shows charity to those less endowed 
than they.

Verse 23. A continued discourse on some other days as sacred.

Verse 24. Speak to the children of Israel: in the 7th month in the 1st day, you shall have 
a sabbath – no servile work, a memorial of blowing trumpets – sunrise to sunset. On new 
years day – to express joy for the past year's mercies and blessings, and that it was harvest 
time for crops, gratitude and acknowledging the expectation of Divine blessings in the new 
year. It also brought in the month with the most holy solemnities: atonement, feast of 
tabernacles. Some observe the trumpet sound strikes fear to men – thereby sparks 
repentance, sadness for sin, desire to correct wrongs. A call to all of the holy gathering, a 
convocation to praise and worship of their Lord God.

Verse 25. No servile work to be done – no manual work done by servants as on other 
days. It shall be a day for making an offering by fire unto the Lord (a burnt-offering – details 
in Numbers 19:1-6).

Scriptures. Verses 26-32.

26 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall 
be a holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD.
28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an 
atonement for you before the LORD your God.
29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off 
from among his people.
30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I 
destroy from among his people.
31 Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings.
32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of 
the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.
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Commentary on verses 26-32.

Verse 26. The phrase is a kind of preface to each precept – the preceding of Pentecost; 
and here the day of atonement, afterwards the feast of the tabernacles – which was reckoned 
from the wave-sheaf timing.

Verse 27. The 10th day of the 7th month: Tisri (our part of Sept. and Oct.) a day of 
atonement – for all the sins of the past year (chapter 16:29,30): a holy convocation – called 
together for holy duties. To afflict their souls – repent, feel shame and remorse – and fasting 
of the body. And an offering made by fire unto the Lord (burnt-offering).

Verse 28. No work to be done that day – only for atonement for you before the Lord 
your God. Only Christ made atonement for the sins of the whole world. (I John 2:2.)

Verse 29. Whatsoever soul that can fast and does not (not a sick person, or child under 
a year), will be cut off by an untimely death by the hand of God from among his people (by 
pestilence).

Verse 30. Whosoever that works on that day shall be destroyed from among his people 
– cut off!

Verse 31. Repeated for emphasis – God required this strictly – so that men must make 
certain to do no work whatsoever on that day – otherwise – they shall be destroyed.

This law is perpetual, forever, to every generation, no matter where or how they were 
living (all your dwellings).

Verse 32. It shall be a sabbath of rest. The fast begins at the close of the ninth day – to 
continue to the end of the tenth: from even unto even – celebrate the sabbath of the day of 
atonement.

Scriptures. Verses 33-44.

33 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall 
be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.
35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.
36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD; on the eighth day 
shall be a holy convocation unto you, and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.
37 ¶ These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to 
offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a 
sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day:
38 beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and 
beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.
39 ¶ Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of 
the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, 
and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.
40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm 
trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the 
LORD your God seven days.
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41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year: it shall be a statute 
for ever in your generations; ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths:
43 that your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, 
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.
44 ¶ And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.

Commentary on verses 33-44.

Verse 33. Again, intro to the feast of tabernacles repeated and enlarged upon.

Verse 34. Unto the children of Israel: tell them of this very special concern: the 15th day
of the 7th month, the feast of tabernacles for 7 days unto the Lord. Partly to celebrate and give 
thanks for the fruits now newly gathered; put chiefly to commemorate the peoples' dwelling in
booths during their time in their journey from Egypt (in the wilderness 40 years).

This included tents, also pitched a great variety of places: wastelands, open fields, 
deserts, rocky, uneven, etc. This was considered a time when they were under the direct care 
of the lord – protecting and keeping them safe during the Exodus.

Verse 35. On the first day – a holy gathering together – no servile work. Their time 
would be devoted to pray, praise, reading the Law. What was essential for preparing and 
dressing food was permissible.

Verse 36. 7 days a burnt offering was made unto the Lord (this is detailed in Numbers 
29:13-34). On the 8th day was also a holy coming together - unique burnt-offering; one 
bullock only. A solemn assembly – no servile work done.

Verse 37. These are the feasts of the Lord as recorded. These are holy gatherings. They 
will be holy gatherings as proclaimed: offerings made by fire unto the Lord. The burnt 
offering, meat, drink, and sacrifice, offerings of holy things. Everything done on the specified 
day thereof.

Verse 38. The sabbaths were to be always observed – sacred; to serve and worship the 
Lord. They did not hinder the observance of feasts and sacrifices also on sabbaths. This also 
includes any free will offerings, vows, gifts unto the Lord on feast days as well.

Verse 39. The 15th day of the 7th month (Tisri or September) another use of the feast: 
to give thanks for the first fruits of the earth gathered in: barley, wheat, oil, wine, and all other
fruit: 7 days feast (sometimes called the feast of in-gathering – Exodus 23:16 and 34:22). The 
first day and eighth day shall be a Sabbath – no servile work therein.

Verse 40. They are to take boughs of "goodly" trees: palm trees, thick trees, willows of 
the brook. Be thankful because of the Lord's bounty – rejoice before Him your God, 7 days. 
Considering his care for them in the wilderness, and int heir different circumstances in 
Canaan.

Verse 41. Every year keep the feast 7 days (from the 15th to the 22nd of Tisri). The 8th 

day of the 7th month. A statute forever generation to generation.

Verse 42. You shall dwell in booths 7 days. All born Israelites shall do so. Proselytes 
also.
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Verse 43. Their generations were to be reminded of the lord's directions concerning the
children of Israel to dwell in booths – when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. Now 
they are to observe the feast of tabernacles in memory of it.

"I am the Lord your God."

Verse 44. All these feasts of the Lord were proclaimed unto the children of Israel by 
Moses, in all necessary detail.

End!
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Lesson XXIV

Leviticus chapter 24.

Verses 1-9.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the 
light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.
3 Without the veil of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron 
order it from the evening unto the morning before the LORD continually: it shall be a statute 
for ever in your generations.
4 He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the LORD continually.
5 ¶ And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be 
in one cake.
6 And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the 
LORD.
7 And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a 
memorial, even an offering made by fire unto the LORD.
8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the LORD continually, being taken from 
the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant.
9 And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most
holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute.

Commentary on verses 1-9.

Verse 1. Show bread – that concerned both people and priests.

Verse 2. Moses commanded the people of Israel – as the chief magistrate under God, to
command the people to do what the Lord required of them.

This command was for the people to supply to the priests the proposed olive oil for 
their use in the lightening of the lamp stand (candlestick) within the holy place (later in the 
temple). It was be be of the finest pure oil from only olives, to cause the lamps to burn 
continually (the 7 golden lamps in the candlestick). They were to burn continually, night and 
day.

Verse 3. Outside the veil of the testimony (between the holy place and the holy of 
holies, in the tabernacle of the congregation). This was the High Priest's job to continually 
keep the candlesticks with its lamps, burning – evening to morning: place oil, dress, trim, to 
burn clear and always. A statute forever – until the Messiah should come.

Verse 4. It was to be kept pure and clean from any ashes, and the proper measure of oil 
for every lamp.

Verse 5. Take fine wheat flour: two omers – what one loaf of would be enough for a 
man to eat in one day. So one of these two omers loaf was enough for two men to eat in one 
day.

Verse 6. They shall be set in a row – two rows (12 cakes, two rows of six upon the pure 
shew-bread table, in the holy place, before the Lord.
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Verse 7. 2 cups of frankincense, by each row of cakes – to be put on the bread for a 
memorial. To be eaten by the priests after an offering of the frankincense was burned on the 
altar unto the Lord.

Verse 8. Four priests went into take away the old bread and old frankincense; then four 
brought and placed the new bread and frankincense. All in proper order. There was to always 
be bread on the table: from the children of Israel – for an everlasting covenant.

Verse 9. The bread taken away shall be for Aaron and his sons- half for the high priest –
half for his sons (other priests that ministered). Eaten in the holy place (tabernacle – not in 
homes). It is most holy to them as offerings made by fire, an ongoing law.

Scriptures. Verses 10-23.

10 ¶ And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among 
the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove 
together in the camp;
11 and the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the name of the LORD, and cursed. And 
they brought him unto Moses: (and his mother's name was Shelo'mith, the daughter of Dibri, 
of the tribe of Dan:)
12 and they put him in ward, that the mind of the LORD might be showed them.
13 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard him lay their 
hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him.
15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God 
shall bear his sin.
16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all
the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, 
when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.
17 And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.
18 And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast.
19 And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbor; as he hath done, so shall it be done to 
him;
20 breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so 
shall it be done to him again.
21 And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that killeth a man, he shall be put 
to death.
22 Ye shall have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own 
country: for I am the LORD your God.
23 And Moses spake to the children of Israel, that they should bring forth him that had 
cursed out of the camp, and stone him with stones: and the children of Israel did as the LORD 
commanded Moses.

Commentary on verses 10-23.

Verse 10. The son of an Israelite woman and an Egyptian went out of Egypt with the 
children of Israel. In the midst of their camp, he came to blows with a man of Israel. They 
afterward went to court. Apparently the Israelite man was of the tribe of Dan and the son of 
the Israelite woman was not allowed – because she had no husband of the tribe of Dan.
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Verse 11. At the outcome, greatly upset, the woman's son cursed and blasphemed the 
name of the Lord – using it against the judges who had judged against him. He was brought 
before Moses. It is now stated who the mother was in the tribe of Dan: Shelomith, daughter of 
Dibri.

Verse 12. They locked the man up; they must consider what punishment was 
appropriate – what manner of of death penalty – stoning or more severe – God is to be 
consulted.

Verse 13. Moses went into the holy of holies to meet together with the Lord on this 
matter – as the Lord had previously told him to.

Verse 14. The guilty man was to be taken outside of the camp. There all those that 
heard him are witnesses, are to place their hands on his head. This signified that the accused 
had brought this guilt and punishment upon himself by his sin. They would all then say 
together, "thy blood be upon thine own head." Then all the congregation are to stone him. 
This was to show the evil nature of the sin, and to deter all others from committing anything 
like it. The same punishment as for those that cursed his father or mother.

Verse 15. This occasion was used also to speak unto the children of Israel some rules 
and laws concerning this issue and some others as well. Whosoever curses his God shall bear 
his sin.

Verse 16. He that blasphemeth the name of the Lord (use of the name – Jehovah with 
contempt, disrespect, derision, hatred), he is to be surely put to death. There is no forgiveness 
for this. All the people of the "congregation shall certainly stone him". This includes strangers,
proselytes, or Gentile visitors – no mercy!

Verse 17. He who murders any man shall be put to death. The traditional way was by 
the sword.

Verse 18. If an animal is killed, that person shall pay the value of it, or replace it with 
another beast of equal value: beast for beast.

Verse 19. If a man causes any man an injury, hurt him, do him physical damage – he 
shall be responsible to pay for his care or pain, and loss of time, and for any shame or 
disgrace, because of his deformity or mutilation – any loss because of the injury – he shall pay
for (Exodus 21:18,19).

Verse 20. Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Not literally but for the price 
or value of the loss (in a monetary amount).

Cause a blemish: pay satisfying valuable consideration for it.

Verse 21. Repetition to harm or injure an animal, the one who causes the harm or 
injury is responsible for paying a satisfying sum for that harm or injury. To harm or injure a 
man, he that does this is responsible for paying a satisfactory sum – as spelled out in verse 19.

Verse 22. Regarding the previously listed laws will also concern a stranger as well as 
one of your own country. Proselytes and Israelites. The Israelites were under the greatest 
obligation to their covenant God and Father to be served and obeyed in all the listed laws.
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Verse 23. Back to the beginning breach -the man who had blasphemed and cursed the 
Lord out of the camp – was to be stoned for that offense. The children of Israel did as the Lord
commanded Moses, took him out and stoned him until he was dead.

End.
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Lesson XXV

Leviticus chapter 25.

Verses 1-17.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Si'nai, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land 
which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD.
3 Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and 
gather in the fruit thereof;
4 but in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD:
thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.
5 That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather 
the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land.
6 And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for 
thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee,
7 and for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be 
meat.
8 ¶ And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; 
and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years.
9 Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the 
seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your 
land.
10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto 
his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family.
11 A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which 
groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine undressed.
12 For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the 
field.
13 ¶ In the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man unto his possession.
14 And if thou sell aught unto thy neighbor, or buyest aught of thy neighbor's hand, ye 
shall not oppress one another:
15 according to the number of years after the jubilee thou shalt buy of thy neighbor, and 
according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee:
16 according to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and according 
to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for according to the number of the 
years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee.
17 Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I am the 
LORD your God.

Commentary on verses 1-17.

Verse 1. The Israelites had continued for some time into the wilderness of Sinai, even 
after the tabernacle was set up. It was near Mt. Sinai that the Lord spoke to Moses.

Verse 2. He is to speak to the Israelites concerning the time when they have settled in 
the promised land of Canaan. They are to observe a Sabbath (every 7th year) of their land: 
they would not till it (let it rest). This is to give honor and glory unto God – He provided the 
land and its increase. The time was to be used by the people to read the law and take time for 
religious exercises.
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Verse 3. 6 years – till the fields – everything relating to agriculture: ploughing, sewing, 
reaping and ingathering. This also applies to vineyards (pruning and gathering the fruit) any 
orchard.

Verse 4. This 7th year (Sabbath) rest unto the land is for the Lord's honor and glory – 
show the land as His property, the power of His providence. No sowing the fields or pruning 
the vines.

Verse 5. Those things that grow of their own accord – they are not to gather it all, only 
somewhat, with others for present use only. The land will rest.

Verse 6. The Sabbath of the land will nevertheless provide food for you (and trees, 
vines); for you, your servants and maids, the hired servant, and the stranger staying with you. 
This has been called an emblem of the first times of the Gospel – all things were had in 
common.

Verse 7. Also for thy cattle, and for the wild beasts around, they shall also feed on the 
increase of the land.

Verse 8. 7 weeks of years (a day put for a year: 7 weeks of years made 49 years). The 
50th year was a sabbath.

Verse 9. This is the year of Jubilee. Sound the trumpet loud! The word jubilee came 
from a Jewish term that meant to bring back, or restore.

The first day of the 7th month begins the Jubilee the tenth day the rights of the years 
begin and the trumpet is blown. It was also the day of atonement for their sins, then the joyful 
sound of the trumpet.

Verse 10. The 50th year shall be holy, of liberty throughout all the land, the release of 
all inhabitants. This was especially important to servants and the poor. Servants were freed, 
the poor were given back their estates (return every man to his possession) and every man 
returned to his family (those that had sold themselves for a servant in another family). The 
goal was to keep families and estates as they were from the beginning – that none would 
become too rich, others too poor, and prevent the tribes and families to be kept distinct until 
the coming of the Messiah – then the Jubilee would cease. He would free all the bondage of 
sin, Satan, and the law: the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Verse 11. The sabbatical year (the 49th) the jubilee (the 50th). No sowing or reaping, or 
gathering fruit. As in the sabbatical year. They were to eat the natural increase; each day going
out to gather enough for that day only; present use.

Verse 12. It shall be holy – the jubilee year. Also only eat the increase of the land.

Verse 13. The Jubilee year, in the 10th day (the day of atonement) when the trumpet 
was blown (repeated from verse 10) – every man shall return to his possession. "Return" 
embodies the sense of the word "Jubilee".

Verse 14. If you sell everything to your neighbor, estate, house or land, or if you buy 
movable goods from your neighbor – these must be always done fairly to both parties – no 
advantage taken – no defrauding or less value.
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Verse 15. The value of a property must include counting the years from Jubilee, that 
only fruitful years would be included in the price.

Verse 16. Also the price must be calculated considering the number of years to Jubilee 
as fruitful years. If only a few years to Jubilee the price must be diminished in proportion to 
number of years of fruits.

Verse 17. Fear thy God! Don't, therefore, oppress one another. He knows all that is 
thought and done in private, and is able to punish any and all who would defraud or oppress.

Scriptures. Verses 18-28.

18 ¶ Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall
dwell in the land in safety.
19 And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.
20 And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, nor 
gather in our increase:
21 then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth 
fruit for three years.
22 And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old fruit until the ninth year; until her 
fruits come in ye shall eat of the old store.
23 The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and 
sojourners with me.
24 And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land.
25 ¶ If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and if any of
his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold.
26 And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;
27 then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man 
to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession.
28 But if he be not able to restore it to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the 
hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubilee: and in the jubilee it shall go out, and 
he shall return unto his possession.

Commentary on verses 18-28.

Verse 18. Do and keep the Lord's judgments and statutes and you shall dwell safely in 
the land. No neighboring nation will bother them.

A Jewish historian (Jarchi) considers their breaking 70 sabbatical years the reason for 
their 70 years of captivity in Babylon.

Verse 19. Also, if obedient, the land will yield her fruit – you shall eat your fill, and be 
safe.

Verse 20. If any question what they will eat the 7th year (those of little faith that 
distrust God's promises) – they shall not sow, nor gather the increase.

Verse 21. To those who question this: the answer is – the Lord will command His 
blessing upon them the 6th year, more than any other year – more increase, sufficient for time
to come.
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Verse 22. Sow the 8th year the land, yet eat of the old fruit until the 9th year, at the time
of gathering.

Verse 23. The land will not be sold for ever. It could be sold for a period of years. Also a 
portion was to be set aside for the family to maintain them. This is the promised land of God, 
Canaan. Chosen for His people, as His dwelling place. They were visitors and strangers with 
Him. Therefore they had no right to dispose of their lands and possessions.

Verse 24. In all the land of their possession they are to grant a redemption for the land. 
A buyer was obliged to grant a liberty to the seller to redeem it, usually after 2 years, or one 
near kin to him.

Verse 25. If a man's brother has become poor, and has sold some of his possession; if 
any of his kin come to redeem it, he shall redeem what his brother had sold.

Verse 26. If the man has no one to redeem it, and he has no ability to do so:

Verse 27. He is to count the years of the sale, and how many to the year of jubilee. He is 
to pay for the fruitful years yet to come - "restore the overplus." Then he may return to his 
possession.

Verse 28. If he is not able to restore it to him – that which is sold remains in the hands 
of the man that bought it – until the year of jubilee. That year he that bought it shall go out 
from it. The original owner shall return unto it.

Scriptures. Verses 29-38.

29 ¶ And if a man sell a dwelling house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a 
whole year after it is sold; within a full year may he redeem it.
30 And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that is in the 
walled city shall be established for ever to him that bought it throughout his generations: it 
shall not go out in the jubilee.
31 But the houses of the villages which have no wall round about them shall be counted as 
the fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go out in the jubilee.
32 Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites, and the houses of the cities of their 
possession, may the Levites redeem at any time.
33 And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the house that was sold, and the city of his 
possession, shall go out in the year of jubilee: for the houses of the cities of the Levites are 
their possession among the children of Israel.
34 But the field of the suburbs of their cities may not be sold; for it is their perpetual 
possession.
35 ¶ And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt 
relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee.
36 Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with
thee.
37 Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase.
38 I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you 
the land of Canaan, and to be your God.
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Commentary on verses 29-38.

Verse 29. If a man sells his house in a walled city, he or his near kin can redeem it for 
the same price it was sold for, even on the day the year ended.

Verse 30. If it is not redeemed that year – the house within a walled city shall be forever
the possession of he who bought it, and his heirs for ever. It will not go out in the jubilee. Men 
built houses and walled cities. Only the lands were the gift of God.

Verse 31. House of villages (unwalled) are counted as fields. They may be redeemed, if 
not they shall go out in the year of jubilee – to the original owners, without paying anything.

Verse 32. A different category are the cities of the Levites, and the houses therein – they
may redeem them at any time, before the year of Jubilee – they redeem always (only houses 
that were in Levite cities).

Verse 33. If a common Israelite purchases a house of a Levite, then it was redeemable; 
if a Levite purchases of a Levite: it was absolutely irredeemable: it shall go out in the year of 
jubilee. This was so their inheritance among the Israelites might not be broken off from them.

Verse 34. The Levites in their cities had fields and suburbs – they may not be sold - 
they belonged to them in common (mainly used for their cattle). This is their perpetual 
possession. This kept them focused on their ministries of the sanctuary. This provided them 
continual maintenance and support.

Verse 35. If an Israelite becomes poor, for whatever reason (illness, family loss, 
business lord) so that he cannot support himself, and his family, then other Israelites are 
responsible to relieve him, provide the necessities in an adequate supply that he fail not 
utterly.

This even if he is a sojourner or proselyte among you. So that he may continue to stay 
with you in the land of Canaan.

Verse 36. Don't loan him money, requiring interest to be paid. Your God is good and 
does good, and knows what you do and think – fear thy God – Who will not allow such things 
to go unpunished. Make it easy for a brother to live among you.

Verse 37. No exacting of large interest on a loan (usury). Food is not to be given away as
a loan of money for value – to be repaid in an increased amount. Food should be given freely- 
no charge whatever.

Verse 38. Again the Lord reminds them of the past troubles in Egypt as strangers and 
slaves. The Lord brought them out with the favor of the Egyptians. So should they behave in 
the land provided for them in Canaan, and provisions given by their God: to maintain, bless, 
prosper, protect and defend them.
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Scriptures. Verses 39-46.

39 ¶ And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou 
shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant:
40 but as a hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall serve thee 
unto the year of jubilee:
41 and then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, and shall return 
unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return.
42 For they are my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not 
be sold as bondmen.
43 Thou shalt not rule over him with rigor; but shalt fear thy God.
44 Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen 
that are round about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids.
45 Moreover, of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye 
buy, and of their families that are with you, which they begat in your land: and they shall be 
your possession.
46 And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them for 
a possession; they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren the children of 
Israel, ye shall not rule one over another with rigor.

Commentary on verses 39-46.

Verse 39. If a brother Israelite is destitute and is sold (or sells himself) to another was 
not to be put to any very low or disgraceful place or labor – but kindly and gently used – not 
as slave or bond servant, but as a brother: to be freed the year of jubilee.

Verse 40. He would be hired by day, month or year, and at the end of that time is paid 
in full and goes where he pleases. He is to be treated like one of the family; to serve only unto 
the year of jubilee.

Verse 41. When he then departs from you, also his wife and children will go with him. 
He shall return to his own father's family – whatever estate was left to him by inheritance – 
also restored to him in the year of Jubilee.

Verse 42. The Lord considers them His servants as He redeemed from Egypt. They are 
thus his servants by His possession of them. They shall not be sold for slaves or servants in 
public – in markets. And not sold for hard labor forever. They were to be sold in a private, 
honorable manner.

Verse 43. And they must not be treated as the Egyptians had treated them with cruelty. 
They must always keep in mind what God has done for them, and brought them out from. He 
has been good to them – they should fear to offend the goodness of their god.

Verse 44. For bond-men and bondmaids – they shall be taken from the heathen that 
lived around them – to be bought from Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Syrians 
(neighbors). (But not of the nations they had been ordered to utterly destroy.)

Verse 45. The children of strangers that came and live among them (uncircumcised 
sojourners – proselytes of the gate) shall be bought for bond-men and bondmaids – those that
were begat and born in their own land. When bought, they were your possession forever.
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Verse 46. They may be left to your children to inherit them for a possession as their 
property – bondmen forever. Only if they were maimed by him, he was obliged to let them go 
free. But never to be done with rigor to rule over your brethren (of the children of Israel).

Scriptures. Verses 47-55.

47 ¶ And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him 
wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the 
stranger's family:
48 after that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him:
49 either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him 
of his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he may redeem himself.
50 And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him 
unto the year of jubilee: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of years, 
according to the time of a hired servant shall it be with him.
51 If there be yet many years behind, according unto them he shall give again the price of 
his redemption out of the money that he was bought for.
52 And if there remain but few years unto the year of jubilee, then he shall count with him,
and according unto his years shall he give him again the price of his redemption.
53 And as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him: and the other shall not rule with 
rigor over him in thy sight.
54 And if he be not redeemed in these years, then he shall go out in the year of jubilee, 
both he, and his children with him.
55 For unto me the children of Israel are servants; they are my servants whom I brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

Commentary on verses 47-55.

Verse 47. If an uncircumcised man lives among the Israelites and gets rich in money he 
will be able to purchase a Hebrew servant, but not his lands. If a brother Israelite lived next to 
the wealthy sojourner he then cleaves to the rich man, he can only be in service to the rich 
man until the year of jubilee.

Verse 48. An Israelite could be redeemed before, but if not, then freed at the jubilee. It 
was preferable that he be redeemed as early as possible, because of his closeness to idolaters –
therefore in danger of being polluted. Any of near kin able to pay for the redemption should 
do so without waiting very long.

Verse 49. Either her uncle or his uncle's son, or any other of near kin and family may 
redeem him. If he inherits or is given something, if enough value, he can redeem himself.

Verse 50. The amount was to be figured from the year he was sold unto the year of 
jubilee. The price shall be counted according to the number of years he had been with him: so 
much per year, deducted from the original purchase price. The remaining amount of time was 
to be figured for his redemption.

Verse 51. If there are more years to the jubilee than those he has served, then he must 
pay the price of redemption to equal the number of years he was bought for.

Verse 52. If only a few years remain until jubilee, then less is given for his redemption. 
Together they shall count the years remaining and pay the amount for that count.
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Verse 53. As a yearly hired servant, he may be redeemed every year. The price 
according to the year. He must be treated in a kind and gentle manner (not with obvious 
rigor). This would not be allowed.

Verse 54. If he is not redeemed during any aforementioned circumstances, by himself 
or family, then he shall go out in the year of jubilee. Out of his house and service of he who 
bought him – no payment required. Also his wife and children shall go with him.

Verse 55. The children of Israel are not to be perpetual servants. They are servants of 
the Lord, who brought them forth, out from the land of Egypt. He will not allow any others to 
rule over them. He is the Lord their God.

End.
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Lesson XXVI

Leviticus chapter 26.

Verses 1-13.

1 Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, 
neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow down unto it: for I am the 
LORD your God.
2 Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.
3 ¶ If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them;
4 then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the 
trees of the field shall yield their fruit.
5 And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the 
sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.
6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid:
and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land.
7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.
8 And five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to 
flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.
9 For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and establish 
my covenant with you.
10 And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new.
11 And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you.
12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.
13 I am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye 
should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go 
upright.

Commentary on verses 1-13.

Verse 1. God's fundamental law: respect and honor and glory God. To not do so is a 
capital crime. This was the foundation. To disobey led to all other sins and calamities later in 
this chapter. Idols are named "things representing nothing." They are all man-made of various
materials. Whether molding carved – with images, or statues.

They are not to bow down to any image of stone, or worship what they supposedly 
represent. Only the Lord is God.

Verse 2. Keep the Lord's Sabbaths (seventh day and seventh year). The Lord is to be 
worshiped every 7th day. They are to reverence His sanctuary with godly fear: I am the Lord.

Verse 3. If they walk (daily honor and obey) his orders and precepts...

Verse 4. The Lord will give them rain at the proper time – one at the sowing of the seed,
the other, a little before harvest. This only God could promise and bring to pass. And then also
the land would yield its increase. And the trees shall yield their various fruits (olives, 
pomegranates, figs etc.)

Verse 5. Plentiful harvest of barley and wheat – they shall have bounty of bread 
throughout the entire year. They would be satisfied and refreshed – having plenty of food. 
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And they would dwell safely in their land. Plenty with safety was a great blessing provided by 
their Lord.

Verse 6. They would also have peace within their land, among themselves – no revolts, 
riots, and so forth, among their nation. They would have a divine blessing and dwell safely in 
their land. No need to go out of it for sustenance, and in no danger of enemies invading and 
stealing their substance.

Verse 7. Their enemies would be overcome in battle, and be chased as they fled, and 
shall be killed by you by the sword.

Verse 8. 5 of you will chase 100. One man chase 70; 100 chase 10 thousand to flight. 
Their enemies shall be falling before them by the sword.

Verse 9. Their God will look at them with delight and pleasure, watch over them and do
them good, protect them from evil. They will be made fruitful: to multiply. He will establish 
His covenant with them.

Verse 10. They would have great quantities of grain – they would have to move out the 
old (still left from the previous year) to have room for the new crops.

Verse 11. The Lord Lord's tabernacle will be set up among them as He had directed 
them to make.

Verse 12. The Lord will be walking among them, throughout their journeys (in the 
tabernacle). They shall be His people.

Verse 13. Their God, who brought them out of Egypt, is forever able to fulfill all of His 
promises. He had saved them from being slaves (bondmen). He set them at complete liberty 
from (the bonds of their yokes) their enemies. They could now walk upright.

Scriptures. Verses 14-29.

14 ¶ But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments;
15 and if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will 
not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant:
16 I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, and the 
burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your 
seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.
17 And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that 
hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you.
18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven times 
more for your sins.
19 And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as iron, and your 
earth as brass:
20 and your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield her increase, 
neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.
21 ¶ And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven 
times more plagues upon you according to your sins.
22 I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, and 
destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your high ways shall be desolate.
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23 ¶ And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary unto me;
24 then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven times for your 
sins.
25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and 
when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send the pestilence among you; and ye 
shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.
26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in 
one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be 
satisfied.
27 ¶ And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto me;
28 then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven 
times for your sins.
29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat.

Commentary on verses 14-29.

Verse 14. If they don't listen and obey God's rules as their duty, as encouraging His 
promises: these commandments delivered to them by Moses: moral, ceremonial and judicial; 
recorded in this book;

Verse 15. Being negligent hearers of these is bad, but to not do them is worse, and to 
treat the commandments with contempt is the worst: to abhor His judgments in their soul – 
shocking impiety: to refuse to do any of them is to break the very covenant that God made 
with them at Sinai (Exodus 24:7).

Verse 16. The Lord will not act against them with dreadful evils: things that will affect 
the seed sown to greatly limit the increase. Also diseases of the body – skin infections, 
pestilence, burning or itching, pain and agony – no ready cures. They come and go by God's 
order. They can cause dimness of sight, pain, agony.

Even if they sow their seed it will be in vain because their enemies will be the ones who 
eat it.

Verse 17. The Lord's face will be set against them, in wrath and indignation – as His 
enemies – their enemies will kill them. Those that hate them will rule over them (as the 
Philistines did) (the Chaldeans and Babylonians). Their dread and fear will cause them to run 
when no one cares to even pursue them. The opposite of what God had offered them.

Verse 18. If all these "corrections" do not cause them to reform, to bring them to 
obedience – then they will be punished 7 times more for their sins – more in abundance and 
frequency.

Verse 19. Their pride of their power in the sanctuary, which they bragged about and 
trusted in, or their land and fruitfulness, and the strength of their mighty men of war, and 
their multitude. The Lord will break each one, they will be of no service to them.

The iron heaven points to no rain or dew – only heat that twill parch the earth and 
make it barren: the ground would be like brass – no seed would sprout – a famine would soon
follow.

Verse 20. Whatever they try will be used up with no result, just moving the barren earth
around. Their land shall not yield its increase – nor the trees their fruits.
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Verse 21. This is to walk contrary to everything the Lord has called upon them to do, 
they have chosen to not listen, not follow, not obey: this will bring upon them 7 times more 
plagues (according to their sins).

Verse 22. Wild beasts will also be sent among them. These included lions, bears, wolves
and etc. They would destroy their children, and destroy their tame animals (cattle, sheep, 
goats) making their numbers decrease. This would also rob the people of their wealth. Their 
public and private traveling lanes and paths would be unused because of fear of the wild 
beasts of prey.

Verse 23. If these things do not convince you to reform, to turn from their evil ways, but
keep on pursuing their contrary ways.

Verse 24. The Lord will also walk contrary to them – as His enemies. He will continue 
to punish them 7 times for their sins.

Verse 25. This will include war upon them by their enemies (by the sword). Their 
neighbors delighted in war, and hated them. They used every opportunity to shed their blood, 
and ravage their country. God's vengeance would be taken on them in this manner.

Verse 26. A famine will come. Bread will be scarce, wood for the oven would be scarce 
as well. An unknown number is represented by 10. The bread was baked in one place by 10 
women. When divided up it was by weight – each family was given their allowance – 
sustenance not abundance. They would eat and not be satisfied.

Verse 27. If all the above corrections and punishments do not convince them to turn 
back to the Lord and make them obedient to Him, but they continue to walk in their contrary 
way...

Verse 28. This will cause the Lord fury – to walk against them – greatly provoked. As if 
He had been ignored. His wrath so increased – He must chastise them 7 times for these sins –
so severe that they must see that it was only His hands that could cause these serious 
punishments upon them – because of their sins.

Verse 29. The prediction was that the severity was so dire that it would cause some to 
actually kill and eat their children. There are only a few historical records in which this is 
documented (one at the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar).

Scriptures. Verses 30-39.

30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your carcasses 
upon the carcasses of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you.
31 And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will
not smell the savor of your sweet odors.
32 And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be
astonished at it.
33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and 
your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.
34 ¶ Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your 
enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths.
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35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye
dwelt upon it.
36 And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their hearts in the 
lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall flee, as 
fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth.
37 And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when none pursueth: 
and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.
38 And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up.
39 And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies' lands; 
and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with them.

Commentary on verses 30-39.

Verse 30. The general consensus of commentators wrote of these high places were 
where altars were made – with idols of worship - most considered to the sun god (as the 
Egyptians) and other peoples (the Greeks, some Canaanites). The Lord promised to cut down 
their high place and their idols (statues) and the people as well – their bodies thrown on top of
their idols (also called dung-hill gods), having no real value or purpose. The Lord will abhor 
them – signifying the removal of the Divine Presence from them.

Verse 31. The Lord will allow their enemies to overcome them and lay their cities to 
waste, nothing will be left – buildings, goods, or people. Also their holy places – tabernacle, 
temple will be destroyed as well. The Lord will not smell the odors of the offerings and 
incense.

Verse 32. The enemy will ravage and plunder their land – they will be driven out, and 
carried away as captives. Those that take possession will be astonished at the desolation of the
land, turned now barren.

Verse 33. The people will be scattered among the heathen. All those that go where they 
are forbidden to go (Egypt) the Lord will draw His sword after them (and pursue them). Their 
land will remain desolate, their cities in ruin.

Verse 34. Their land shall rest (enjoy her sabbaths – 7th year – no tillage). Which 
apparently, they had not in fact observed the law of Sabbath years of no tillage.

Verse 35. The desolate land will rest – because it had not been given rest in their 
sabbaths when they lived upon it. They had omitted many of the Sabbath years.

Verse 36. Any Israelites left alive, scattered about the nations. The Lord will send a 
faintness unto their hearts, a softness: without courage, faint-hearted, insecure.

Even the sound of leaves rustling in the wind will terrify them - thinking it was some 
enemy near at hand; they will run away as if pursued by a soldier, sword in hand against him. 
He will fall to the ground and act like he is dead.

Verse 37. In their haste and confusion they will run and bump and fall one upon 
another. Everyone will be only trying to save themselves. In fear of someone with a sword 
after them, but there is no one there. They will have no heart, no courage, or power to stand 
and fight their enemies.
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Verse 38. Great numbers of them will perish among the heathen. They will die in the 
land of their enemies. They will be buried there (their land will eat them up). They will all be 
captive of the ground and digested, consumed.

Verse 39. Any that are left in these foreign lands will pine away in their iniquity. Their 
numbers will gradually become less and less. They will also recall the sins of their fathers, with
them they brought upon them the punishment they deserved.

Scriptures. Verses 40-46.

40 ¶ If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass
which they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me;
41 and that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of
their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity:
42 then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and 
also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land.
43 The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate
without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity; because, even because
they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes.
44 And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them:
for I am the LORD their God.
45 But I will for their sakes remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought 
forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the 
LORD.
46 ¶ These are the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him 
and the children of Israel in mount Si'nai by the hand of Moses.

Commentary on verses 40-46.

Verse 40. In their time of their extreme distress, I they will confess their sins, being 
reminded of them, even the sins of their fathers, admitting sinning for long years past; that 
God had been long-suffering towards them: bearing with them before He brought His 
judgments on them: what they deserved.

Their confession must include shame, sorrow, with repentance, and turning away from 
them.

They did this either choosing an open disregard of their God and His Ways, as if they 
were His enemies, or by chance.

Verse 41. God has also showed no regard toward them, and let what would come upon 
them (their enemies taking advantage and taken them captive to their own land. God 
delivered them up. Now if their foolish and proud hearts have been humbled – to confess their
sins and be truly humbled at heart; to bear the punishment patiently, and admit it was less 
than they deserved: atonement and pacification.

Verse 42. Only then will God recall His covenant with Jacob. All the good promised him
and his posterity. Also his covenant with Isaac and Abraham. The Lord will remember the 
land of Judah and return it to the Jews.
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Verse 43. When the land is without them it shall have its sabbaths (no planting, no 
tilling, no harvest), desolate and barren. When they realize their iniquity they will accept their 
punishments they will realize that it was because of their hatred of God's judgments and 
statutes.

This has also been applied to the circumstances when Israel rejected Jesus (their 
Messiah) and were again carried captive out of their land in 70 A.D. by the Romans.

Verse 44. yet the Lord will have mercy on them through His Word. Even when they are 
in the land of their enemies the Lord will not cast them away, hate them, or destroy all of 
them. They will remain a unique people, He will not break His covenant with them and He 
will fulfill the promise of His future call, conversion, and return to their own land (which 
happened in 1948). the Lord their God will bring His Word to pass.

Verse 45. For their good and benefit He will fulfill His covenant with their fathers: who 
He brought forth out of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, to be their God.

He will again deliver His people in the sight of the whole world. He is their Lord.

Verse 46. The Summary: these statutes and judgments, and laws, that the Lord made 
with the children of Israel, in Mt. Sinai, by the hand of Moses. This includes all the preceding 
chapters – ceremonial, moral, or judicial. End.
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Lesson XXVII

Leviticus chapter 27.

Verses 1-13.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When a man shall make a 
singular vow, the persons shall be for the LORD by thy estimation.
3 And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old,
even thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary.
4 And if it be a female, then thy estimation shall be thirty shekels.
5 And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, then thy estimation shall be 
of the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels.
6 And if it be from a month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of 
the male five shekels of silver, and for the female thy estimation shall be three shekels of 
silver.
7 And if it be from sixty years old and above; if it be a male, then thy estimation shall be 
fifteen shekels, and for the female ten shekels.
8 But if he be poorer than thy estimation, then he shall present himself before the priest, 
and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall the priest value him.
9 ¶ And if it be a beast, whereof men bring an offering unto the LORD, all that any man 
giveth of such unto the LORD shall be holy.
10 He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall 
at all change beast for beast, then it and the exchange thereof shall be holy.
11 And if it be any unclean beast, of which they do not offer a sacrifice unto the LORD, 
then he shall present the beast before the priest:
12 and the priest shall value it, whether it be good or bad: as thou valuest it, who art the 
priest, so shall it be.
13 But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy estimation.

Commentary on verses 1-13.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke unto Moses: concerning vows, which a person chose to make 
unto the Lord.

Verse 2. He is to speak unto the children of Israel: when a man shall make a wonderful 
vow, to devote himself as of his possession, devotes himself on them to the Lord. The price of 
the person estimated by the priest shall be given unto him.

Verse 3. This estimation was to be made according to the following rules – in relation 
to the age and gender of each person. A male from 20 to 60 years old – fittest for labor – set at
the highest price: 50 shekels of silver – according to the standard of the sanctuary.

Verse 4. If a female, 20 to 60, 30 shekels; a different level of labor compared to the 
man.

Verse 5. From 5 to 20 years old (done by the father) to pay the value of him – for the 
male 20 shekels, for the female 10 shekels. Also for reasons of labor.

132

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 6. If a child, a month to 5 years old, a man devotes to the Lord – the male 5 
shekels, the female 3 shekels.

Verse 7. If a male from 60 years old and above, past his best time for labor, estimation 
is 15 shekels of silver. For the female 10 shekels. The woman is usually of more use and service
than the male in this age range.

Verse 8. But if he is poorer than the estimation – that he cannot pay the value set upon 
him, then he will stand before the priest. The priest shall value him – put a price on him he is 
able to pay. According to present ability shall his price be set, but not less than a shekel.

Verse 9. If a man brings a beast as an offering unto the Lord, as used in sacrifice or 
bullocks, sheep, goats, rams, lambs. All given unto the Lord shall be holy: set apart to sacred 
uses.

Verse 10. A change of one for another was not permitted – not one kind for another, or 
a bad for a good or the reverse. If it was not fit for sacrifice – it was to be put to other uses. If 
he comes to exchange – the one he brings and the former gift shall be kept by the priest, as 
then both shall be holy, the Lord's for sacred use: sacrifice, for the priest's family, or sold for 
the price of it to repair the sanctuary.

Verse 11. Any unclean beast (not offered for a sacrifice) brought shall be brought before 
the priest, valued, a price put upon it to be sold.

Verse 12. Value: good or bad – the priest sets the value – to be sold to others (not the 
one who brought it).

Verse 13. If the man who brought it wants to redeem it, he will have to pay an 
additional 1/5th of the estimated value already set by the priest.

Scriptures. Verses 14-25.

14 ¶ And when a man shall sanctify his house to be holy unto the LORD, then the priest 
shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it stand.
15 And if he that sanctified it will redeem his house, then he shall add the fifth part of the 
money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be his.
16 ¶ And if a man shall sanctify unto the LORD some part of a field of his possession, then 
thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof: a homer of barley seed shall be valued at 
fifty shekels of silver.
17 If he sanctify his field from the year of jubilee, according to thy estimation it shall 
stand.
18 But if he sanctify his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall reckon unto him the 
money according to the years that remain, even unto the year of the jubilee, and it shall be 
abated from thy estimation.
19 And if he that sanctified the field will in any wise redeem it, then he shall add the fifth 
part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it shall be assured to him.
20 And if he will not redeem the field, or if he have sold the field to another man, it shall 
not be redeemed any more.
21 But the field, when it goeth out in the jubilee, shall be holy unto the LORD, as a field 
devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priest's.
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22 And if a man sanctify unto the LORD a field which he hath bought, which is not of the 
fields of his possession;
23 then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy estimation, even unto the year of 
the jubilee: and he shall give thine estimation in that day, as a holy thing unto the LORD.
24 In the year of the jubilee the field shall return unto him of whom it was bought, even to 
him to whom the possession of the land did belong.
25 And all thy estimations shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs 
shall be the shekel.

Commentary on verses 14-25.

Verse 14. Set apart one's house for sacred service. It can be sold, the money devoted to 
holy uses: for sacrifices, or repair of the sanctuary etc. The priest will estimate its value: size, 
condition, in good repair or not. His estimate will stand. At that price it can be sold.

Verse 15. The one who sanctified (set apart for holy use) the house can redeem the 
house. He must pay the estimated price of it, plus 1/5th of that price in addition to it. This was
to be certain the estimated price of the priest wasn't too low, therefore easily bought back by 
the donor. Thus the added 1/5th would make certain the full value was given for it.

Verse 16. An inherited field, part of a man's possession, can be set apart unto the Lord 
(sanctified). It shall be estimated for the part that is seeded – the quantity of seed it took to 
seed that field: 10 bushels of barley-seed shall be valued at 50 shekels of silver.

Verse 17. If set apart the year of jubilee, it shall be estimated by the priest what it was 
worth. It shall stand.

Verse 18. If set apart after the jubilee has been over: the priest shall estimate its value 
according to the years that remain until the next jubilee. A shekel shall be deducted from the 
original value of 40 shekels for every year that passed or were to come.

Verse 19. If the owner decides that he wants it back – he will be required to pay the full 
price plus 1/5th of its value as well. It will then be his property as if he had never sanctified it.

Verse 20. If he doesn't redeem it, but decides to sell it to another man, he can no longer
redeem it.

Verse 21. But the field will go out in the jubilee, it shall be holy unto the Lord – a 
devoted field - the possession of the priest.

Verse 22. If a man sets apart a field that he bought from one in poverty, but not of his 
inherited possession,

Verse 23. The priest will estimate its value unto the year of jubilee. This must be done 
immediately, a price set and paid.

Verse 24. In the year of jubilee, it will be returned to the one who possessed it (the 
original owner of the land – by inheritance of this father).
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Verse 25. The estimate must be valued in accordance with the shekel of the sanctuary - 
the standard for all shekels – the full weight and worth (weight at 20 gerahs – amount 
unknown).

Scriptures. Verses 26-34.

26 ¶ Only the firstling of the beasts, which should be the LORD's firstling, no man shall 
sanctify it; whether it be ox, or sheep: it is the LORD's.
27 And if it be of an unclean beast, then he shall redeem it according to thine estimation, 
and shall add a fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, then it shall be sold according 
to thy estimation.
28 ¶ Notwithstanding, no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the LORD of all that 
he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: 
every devoted thing is most holy unto the LORD.
29 None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be 
put to death.
30 ¶ And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, 
is the LORD's: it is holy unto the LORD.
31 And if a man will at all redeem aught of his tithes, he shall add thereto the fifth part 
thereof.
32 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under 
the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.
33 He shall not search whether it be good or bad, neither shall he change it: and if he 
change it at all, then both it and the change thereof shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.
34 ¶ These are the commandments, which the LORD commanded Moses for the children 
of Israel in mount Si'nai.

Commentary on verses 26-34.

Verse 26. In a law previous to this (Exodus 13:2) where the first-born is specifically set 
apart as the Lord's – to sanctify it again was to disregard (or mock) that it was already the 
Lord's, whether sheep or ox.

Verse 27. If any unclean beast given by a vow shall be redeemed by the price the priest 
set upon it, plus 1/5th of the sum in addition, if he who sanctified it wishes to redeem it. If not,
the animal would be sold according to the price set by the priest to another person, the money 
laid out for sacred uses.

Verse 28. A different case is the devoted thing – different than a sanctified one. A 
devoted thing was not to be put to any other use. If it was, then it would bring a curse upon 
them on the man who devoted it. Absolute and irrevocable, whatever it was – man, beast, 
field. This includes what he had a right to dispose of, of that possession and power over. All 
are holy unto the Lord.

Verse 29. No devoted thing of men can be redeemed. This relates to any beast devoted 
to be put to death.

Verse 30. The tithes of all edible things were given to the Levites every year (seed of the 
land, or fruit of the tree is the Lord's). This is a gift of gratitude to the Lord for His blessings of
the increase. It is the Lord's.
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Verse 31. If a man wanted to redeem any of his tithes, he will pay the proper amount 
plus 1/5th more.

Verse 32. concerning the tithe of clean beasts (of the herd or flock). The tenth shall be 
holy unto the Lord. They would be counted as they passed under the rod as they passed when 
led out or in the pasture, or from the pasture every day, from the fold. Each tenth animal is 
marked with a red mark as set apart unto the Lord.

Verse 33. No difference was to be noticed among the tithed beasts – large or small, 
younger or older, healthy or not, and so forth. If he changes one for another, both will be holy,
unto the Lord. Whether lamb for goat, female for male, one perfect for blemished one. None 
can be redeemed, period.

Verse 34. This closes the book of commandments given to Moses to pass on to the 
people of Israel, in Mt. Sinai, in the wilderness near it, spoken by the Lord out of the 
tabernacle after it was set up.

Amen.
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Commentary on Numbers

Lesson I

Numbers – The Fourth Book of Moses. Chapter 1.

Its name comes from the two numberings of the children of Israel. The first census was 
taken soon after their journey from Egypt and the giving of the Law (chapters 1-4). The second
took place near the end of their 40 year time in the wilderness. It was a new generation getting
ready to advance to the promised Land of Canaan. Chapters 5-25 record further events in the 
wilderness as they wandered. Also more instructions given by the Lord to Moses.

The last part of this section involves the encounters with Balaam (a prophet for hire – 
chapters 22-25).

Then the second census. Chapters 27-36 include additional statutes about offerings, 
feast days, and some events of note while Israel was near to the invasion of Canaan.

The most widely accepted time scale for its history is approximated in 1447 B.C. to 1407
B.C. The term: The Lord spake unto Moses," occurs around 80 times.

Scriptures. Numbers 1:1-19.

The Numbering of Israel at Sinai
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Si'nai, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come 
out of the land of Egypt, saying,
2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by 
the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;
3 from twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou 
and Aaron shall number them by their armies.
4 And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the house of his 
fathers.
5 And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; 
Eli'zur the son of Shede'ur.
6 Of Simeon; Shelu'mi-el the son of Zurishad'dai.
7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab.
8 Of Is'sachar; Nethan'e-el the son of Zu'ar.
9 Of Zeb'ulun; Eli'ab the son of Helon.
10 Of the children of Joseph: of E'phra-im; Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud: of Manas'seh; 
Gama'li-el the son of Pedah'zur.
11 Of Benjamin; Ab'idan the son of Gide-o'ni.
12 Of Dan; Ahi-e'zer the son of Ammishad'dai.
13 Of Asher; Pag'i-el the son of Ocran.
14 Of Gad; Eli'asaph the son of Deu'el.
15 Of Naph'tali; Ahi'ra the son of Enan.
16 These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, 
heads of thousands in Israel.
17 ¶ And Moses and Aaron took these men which are expressed by their names:
18 and they assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month, 
and they declared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers, according 
to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls.
19 As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Si'nai.
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Commentary on verses 1-19.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, now having been set up a month. The Lord had delivered to him the book of 
Leviticus in that time. Now the first day of the second month, this book was given. It was also 
the second year after leaving Egypt.

Verse 2. All of the male children of Israel were to be counted (except of the Levites and 
mixed number that came with them). This was to fix their standards, for more orderly 
encampment and in moving. The order to take this number was given to Moses and Aaron – 
of the families, which the tribes were divided into – by the fathers, every particular person – 
their name written down in a register and counted.

Verse 3. From 20 years and upward were counted. All were considered able to go forth 
to fight for Israel. Each tribe made a considerable army. They are strong prepared and with 
the necessary armor and weapons.

Verse 4. A man of every tribe will help Moses and Aaron with it. They are to be the head
of his tribe (the household of his fathers).

Verses 5-15. These are the names of those that will assist them; named by the Lord 
Himself. They are ordered by birth: Reuben first-born and so forth.

Several of their names were to show the thoughts of those who named them respected 
God: Eli or El meant God or my God. This through verse 15.

Verse 16. These are the famous and important people, because of their excellent 
qualities of wisdom and courage. They are those called by God by name. They would consider 
everything of importance to the congregation. They are the princes of their fathers. Heads of 
thousands.

Verse 17. Moses and Aaron took these men, told them of the Lord's choosing them for 
this service – to take the number of the people; called by name by God.

Verse 18. On the first day of the second month the whole congregation was called to 
assemble.

They were asked what day they were born, that was written down – what tribe, family, 
house, age verified (above 20).

Certainly they brought their personal family records with their pedigrees (genealogy by 
tribe). All above 20 years old and upward – recorded.

Verse 19. Moses did all according to the Lord's command. This took place in the Sinai 
wilderness. Within 3 weeks time it was done. From there they moved the 20th day of this 
month.

There would be another numbering recorded also in this book (Numbers 26:2,3) in the 
plains of Moab.

Scriptures. Verses 20-44.

20 ¶ And the children of Reuben, Israel's eldest son, by their generations, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, by their polls, 
every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
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21 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Reuben, were forty and six 
thousand and five hundred.
22 ¶ Of the children of Simeon, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, those that were numbered of them, according to the number of the names, by 
their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
23 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine 
thousand and three hundred.
24 ¶ Of the children of Gad, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that 
were able to go forth to war;
25 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were forty and five 
thousand six hundred and fifty.
26 ¶ Of the children of Judah, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
27 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Judah, were threescore and 
fourteen thousand and six hundred.
28 ¶ Of the children of Is'sachar, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
29 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Is'sachar, were fifty and four 
thousand and four hundred.
30 ¶ Of the children of Zeb'ulun, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
31 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zeb'ulun, were fifty and seven 
thousand and four hundred.
32 ¶ Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the children of E'phra-im, by their generations, 
after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
33 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of E'phra-im, were forty thousand 
and five hundred.
34 ¶ Of the children of Manas'seh, by their generations, after their families, by the house of
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
35 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Manas'seh, were thirty and two 
thousand and two hundred.
36 ¶ Of the children of Benjamin, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
37 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five 
thousand and four hundred.
38 ¶ Of the children of Dan, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that 
were able to go forth to war;
39 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were threescore and two 
thousand and seven hundred.
40 ¶ Of the children of Asher, by their generations, after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war;
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41 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one 
thousand and five hundred.
42 ¶ Of the children of Naph'tali, throughout their generations, after their families, by the 
house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
43 those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naph'tali, were fifty and three 
thousand and four hundred.
44 ¶ These are those that were numbered, which Moses and Aaron numbered, and the 
princes of Israel, being twelve men: each one was for the house of his fathers.

Commentary on Numbers 1:20-43.

Verses 20-43. Israel's eldest son came first: Reuben's children numbered first; next to 
them Simeon and Gad's sons numbered, according to the order in which they were to be 
encamped. These under Reuben's standard. Under Judah's were Issachar and Zebulun. Under
Ephraim's were Manesseh and Benjamin, under Dan's were Asher and Napthali. So were the 
tribes numbered: birth, descent, and pedigree of them, according to the families and houses to
which they belonged. Counted by the number of the names: all the males 20 years old and up: 
all that were able to go to war.

In this listing, through verse 43, the same specifications are repeated for each as in 
verse 20. Only the particular totals of each tribe are recorded.

Reuben 46,500; Simeon 59,300; Gad 45,650; Judah 74,600; Issachar 54,400; Zebulun 
57400; Ephraim 40,500; Manasseh 32,200; Benjamin 35,400; Dan 62,700; Asher 41,500; 
Naphtali 53,400. This increase in the population is according to the Lord's prediction and 
promise. Judah had the largest increase: from whom the chief ruler was to come, and the 
Messiah. At the appointed time it became a kingdom of itself.

Verse 44. Levi was not numbered – but the twelve were made up of Joseph's double 
portion – his two sons numbered as two separate tribes.

Moses and Aaron numbered them: the princes of Israel: being 12 men: each one out of 
each tribe, as the best one acquainted with them and best therefore able to take the number of 
them.

Scriptures. Verses 45-54.

45 So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their 
fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel;
46 even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and 
five hundred and fifty.

The Appointment of the Levites
47 ¶ But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them.
48 For the LORD had spoken unto Moses, saying,
49 Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the 
children of Israel:
50 but thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the 
vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the 
vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.
51 And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down; and when the 
tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall 
be put to death.
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52 And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every 
man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.
53 But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no 
wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of 
the tabernacle of testimony.
54 And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did
they.

Commentary on Numbers 1:45-54.

Verse 45. So all the number of the children of Israel was taken: by the house of their 
fathers: 20 years old and up; all those that were able to go to war for Israel: tribe, family, 
house, healthy and strong.

Verse 46. The total number was 603,550.

Verse 47. The Levites were not numbered: not to be soldiers or in warfare.

Verse 48. Moses had been ordered not to number the tribe of Levi along with the rest of
the children of Israel by the Lord.

Verse 50. They were appointed to do all the work concerning the tabernacle of the ark 
of the covenant, the 10 Commandments. This includes everything within it: all the vessels, the 
bread-table, candlestick, altars, every part.

They also would be responsible for transporting the tabernacle, all of its parts and all 
things that were within it. They will do everything carefully and take care of the instruments 
and vessels.

They were stationed there, around the holy place of the Lord's presence. They were 
between that place and the camp of the rest of the children of Israel.

Verse 51. When they traveled, they were to take the tabernacle with them. The Levites 
were to take the tabernacle down, take it apart in order to put in wagons prepared to carry 
them. They also set it back up, all things put back in their proper places.

If anyone comes along, curious, or wanting to help them, but they are a stranger to the 
sons of Levi (not of that tribe), the penalty is death. Either by the direct act of God (Uzzah 
touched the ark of God and flaming fire killed him – 2 Samuel – 6:6). Or to be judged by a 
court judge and put to death.

Verse 52. The camps of the Israelites were very organized. Four standard flag groups, 3 
tribes to each standard. They were placed east, west, north, and south of the tabernacle (as 
detailed in the following chapter).

Verses 53,54. Levites – were placed around the tabernacle, to guard it, and all things 
therein. Also keeping all people out that should not be within. That no one could pollute it, or 
plunder it. This would prevent the danger of God's wrath upon any of the children of Israel. 
The Levites were in charge, held responsible. They shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
the testimony – and keep the children of Israel carefully and at all times, from going near the 
tabernacle. So did they! This is repeated to emphasize how perfectly they observed this 
command of God.
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Lesson II

Numbers chapter 2. Order of Encampment and Marching.

Scriptures. Numbers 2:1-9.

The Camps and Leaders of the Tribes
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
2 Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of 
their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.
3 And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the standard of the camp 
of Judah pitch throughout their armies: and Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab shall be captain 
of the children of Judah.
4 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and fourteen 
thousand and six hundred.
5 And those that do pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Is'sachar: and Nethan'e-el 
the son of Zu'ar shall be captain of the children of Is'sachar.
6 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and four thousand and 
four hundred.
7 Then the tribe of Zeb'ulun: and Eli'ab the son of Helon shall be captain of the children 
of Zeb'ulun.
8 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and seven thousand and
four hundred.
9 All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were a hundred thousand and fourscore 
thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies: these shall first set 
forth.

Commentary on Numbers 2:1-9.

Verse 1. As the children of Israel were numbered in the 1st chapter, Moses and Aaron 
are herein informed in detail about the order and regular setting forward on their journey. In 
what form and manner they should encamp and march as follows.

Verse 2. According to the following account: every man shall pitch by his own standard 
(or banner). There were four, under each of which were three tribes. Each to pitch his tent in 
the place of his tribe, in his rank within it. They would also have smaller standards or banners,
somewhat different from the great standard. There were marks in their standards that set 
each apart (distinguished one from another).

Verse 3. They are to encamp on the side, toward the rising sun. The banner of Judah 
(the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun – one camp: regiments, and companies called 
armies).

Verse 4. The number of every tribe is repeated, though they set forth 20 days after their
first numbering – none apparently died in that time. Judah were of 74,600.

Verse 5. Next to him shall pitch the tribe of Issachar, his brother. Nathaniel, the son of 
Zuor shall be their captain.

Verse 6. And his host, as numbered: 54,400.
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Verse 7. Then the tribe of Zebulun pitched next, as one on one side of the banner of 
Judah, one on the other side. Eliab, the son of Helon, shall be the captain of the children of 
Zebulun. Apparently Moses was the head of all camps: the generalissimo.

Verse 8. His host: 57,400 (that of Zebulun).

Verse 9. The total numbered in Judah: 186,400. Three tribes. The largest camp. They 
shall set forth first.

Scriptures. Numbers 2:10-24.

10 ¶ On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben according to their 
armies: and the captain of the children of Reuben shall be Eli'zur the son of Shede'ur.
11 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were forty and six thousand and 
five hundred.
12 And those which pitch by him shall be the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the 
children of Simeon shall be Shelu'mi-el the son of Zurishad'dai.
13 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and nine thousand and 
three hundred.
14 Then the tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of Gad shall be Eli'asaph the son of 
Reu'el.
15 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and five thousand and 
six hundred and fifty.
16 All that were numbered in the camp of Reuben were a hundred thousand and fifty and 
one thousand and four hundred and fifty, throughout their armies: and they shall set forth in 
the second rank.
17 ¶ Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites
in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by 
their standards.
18 ¶ On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of E'phra-im according to their 
armies: and the captain of the sons of E'phra-im shall be Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud.
19 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty thousand and five 
hundred.
20 And by him shall be the tribe of Manas'seh: and the captain of the children of 
Manas'seh shall be Gama'li-el the son of Pedah'zur.
21 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and two thousand and
two hundred.
22 Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the captain of the sons of Benjamin shall be Ab'idan 
the son of Gide-o'ni.
23 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five thousand and
four hundred.
24 All that were numbered of the camp of E'phra-im were a hundred thousand and eight 
thousand and a hundred, throughout their armies: and they shall go forward in the third rank.

Commentary on Numbers 2:10-24.

Verse 10. On the south side: the standard of Reuben: the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and
Gad. They were the right wing of the army. The captain will be Elizar, son of Shedeur.

Verse 11. The host, numbered thereof 46,500, of Reuben.
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Verse 12. By him shall pitch Simeon, under Reuben's standard, to one side. The captain 
of his host shall be Shelumiel the son of Surishaddai.

Verse 13. The host of Simeon numbered 59,300 as in chapter 1:23.

Verse 14. The tribe of Gad – on the other side of Reuben's standard. The captain shall 
be Eliasaph, son of Reuel (called Deuel in Numbers 1:14).

Verse 15. His host numbered 45,650.

Verse 16. Reuben's total 151,450. They would be in the second rank – after, next to the 
camp of Judah, before the tabernacle.

Verse 17. Then the tabernacle of the congregation will move forward in the hands of the
Levites. They were in the middle of the camps. Every man kept their place by their standards, 
so did they move.

Verse 18. On the west side, the standard of the camp of Ephraim, according to their 
armies: in the rear or behind – his tribe and Manasseh and Benjamin. The captain of the sons 
of Ephraim shall be Elishima the son of Ammihud.

Verse 19. His host numbered 40,500, only of his tribe.

Verse 20. Next to him will be the tribe of Manasseh; the captain of this host shall be 
Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur.

Verse 21. The host of Manasseh numbered 32,200.

Verse 22. The tribe of Benjamin – pitch on the other side of the standard from that of 
Manasseh. The captain of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan, the son of Gideon.

Verse 23. His host numbered 35,400.

Verse 24. The total of the camp of Ephraim was 108,100, throughout their armies - the 
smallest of all the camps. They will be going forward in the their rank – the first following the 
tabernacle.

Scriptures. Numbers 2:25-34.

25 ¶ The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by their armies: and the 
captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahi-e'zer the son of Ammishad'dai.
26 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and two 
thousand and seven hundred.
27 And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the 
children of Asher shall be Pag'i-el the son of Ocran.
28 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and one thousand and 
five hundred.
29 Then the tribe of Naph'tali: and the captain of the children of Naph'tali shall be Ahi'ra 
the son of Enan.
30 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and three thousand and
four hundred.
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31 All they that were numbered in the camp of Dan were a hundred thousand and fifty and
seven thousand and six hundred: they shall go hindmost with their standards.
32 ¶ These are those which were numbered of the children of Israel by the house of their 
fathers: all those that were numbered of the camps throughout their hosts were six hundred 
thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.
33 But the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel; as the LORD 
commanded Moses.
34 ¶ And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses: so 
they pitched by their standards, and so they set forward, every one after their families, 
according to the house of their fathers.

Commentary on Numbers 2:25-34.

Verse 25. The Camp of Dan shall be on the north side, to the left of the tabernacle when
encamped. The left wing of the army. The tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali. The captain 
shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

Verse 26. His host numbered 62,700 (as in 1:39).

Verse 27. The tribe of Asher shall be beside Dan (both with Naphtali sons of 
handmaids, Dan the Eldest). The Captain of Asher's host shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran.

Verse 28. His host numbered 41,500.

Verse 29. Then Naphtali, to pitch on the other side of the standard of Dan. The captain 
of his host of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan.

Verse 30. His host numbered 53,400.

Verse 31. The total number in the camp of Dan 157,600.

Verse 32. The number of the children of Israel as taken by Moses and Aaron, with 
assistance of the 12 princes of the tribes, now captains over them – hosts or armies; four 
camps. The total number was 603,550.

Verse 33. The Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel. They were a 
camp of only themselves. This was commanded by the Lord to Moses.

Verse 34. The children of Israel followed Moses' directions according to every detail. 
They formed themselves into camps. Over each a captain was appointed. A standard was 
erected where they were to encamp.

They pitched by their standards. When time to set forward came, every one in order – 
the camps, the tribes, families, and households (or lesser families under them). They 
marched, and proceeded in their regular order. They did this on the 20th of this month (see 
chapter 10:11,12).

End
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Lesson III

Numbers chapter 3. Priests and Levites

Scriptures. Numbers 3:1-10.

The Number and Duties of the Levites
1 These also are the generations of Aaron and Moses, in the day that the LORD spake 
with Moses in mount Si'nai.
2 And these are the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the firstborn, and Abi'hu, Ele-
a'zar, and Ith'amar.
3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which were anointed, whom he 
consecrated to minister in the priest's office.
4 And Nadab and Abi'hu died before the LORD, when they offered strange fire before the 
LORD, in the wilderness of Si'nai, and they had no children: and Ele-a'zar and Ith'amar 
ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.
5 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister unto him.
7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the 
tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.
8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.
9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto 
him out of the children of Israel.
10 And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: 
and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

Commentary on Numbers 3:1-10.

Verse 1. Aaron the eldest is named first, as are his descendants. They are all priests.

Verse 2. The sons of Aaron: eldest Nadab, then Abihu, then Eleazar and Ithamar.

Verse 3. They were all anointed with holy anointing oil – at the same time as Aaron. 
They were all consecrated to minister in the priests office. This was done by Moses. He also 
put the priests garments on them, offered sacrifice for them, setting them apart for the 
offering of sacrifices for the people.

Verse 4. At the time of this writing, Nadab and Abihu were already dead. They had 
offered strange fire before the Lord, after the tabernacle was set up in the wilderness of Sinai. 
They had been immediately burned up by fire from the Lord. They had no children. They only 
priests that took their place were the younger brothers, who became priest, who ministered 
priests in sight of Aaron their father. He taught, directed, and carefully watched them to make 
certain they did everything correctly according to the directions to Moses.

Verse 5. Moses is further ordered by the Lord.

Verse 6. He is to bring the tribe of Levi near – they are to be separate from the other 
tribes – and near unto Aaron: they were thus given to him, to wait upon him. He will appoint, 
and give their duties unto them; they will take care of the tabernacle, guard it, and take it 

146

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

down, and set it back up. Also the furniture and vessels in it. That was their ministry unto 
him.

Verse 7. They are responsible to his charge – and be responsible to do these things for 
the whole congregation. This included their work that was before the tabernacle of the 
congregation. Not within it; they were not to enter the holy place or the most holy place. They 
could do service at the door of the tabernacle, in the court, in the other rooms and chambers 
in it. Not to offer sacrifices. They would bring the people's offerings to the priest. That was 
their service in the tabernacle.

Verse 8. They were in charge of taking care of all the instruments, and this especially in 
moving from place to place. They were responsible to do this for the children of Israel, so the 
services would be continued for them.

Verse 9. The emphatic declaration: the Levites are given to Aaron and his sons, 
separate from all the rest of the children of Israel, no exceptions. They were free gifts – not to 
be paid by the priests. Their maintenance came from the tithes of the congregation.

Verse 10. The confirmation of Aaron and his sons as the priests are being appointed to 
that position. They were the ones, the only ones to do these things: as unique and separate 
from the Levites, who could not be allowed to do any of those things.

If any stranger comes near, as to perform any part of the priest's office (offer sacrifices 
or incense), whether a common Israelite or even a Levite, the penalty is death.

Scriptures. Numbers 3:11-20.

11 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all 
the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall 
be mine;
13 because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine they 
shall be: I am the LORD.
14 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Si'nai, saying,
15 Number the children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every 
male from a month old and upward shalt thou number them.
16 And Moses numbered them according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded.
17 And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Mera'ri.
18 And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families; Libni, and Shim'e-i.
19 And the sons of Kohath by their families; Amram, and Iz'ehar, Hebron, and Uz'zi-el.
20 And the sons of Mera'ri by their families; Mahli, and Mushi. These are the families of 
the Levites according to the house of their fathers.

Commentary on Numbers 3:11-20.

Verse 11. The Lord continues to speak to Moses, telling him in detailed emphasis, the 
reason for the Levites being set apart for these tasks:

Verse 12. The Lord has taken them – set them apart for the service of the sanctuary. 
None should object. The Lord had saved the lives of all the firstborn of Egypt. He claimed 
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them as His in this special sense. He here gives up His right to them, and instead the Levites 
are to specially serve Him.

This relieves all others (the first born and their parents) from being employed in this 
service.

The Levites were to serve the priests who were also of the tribe of Levi (Aaron and 
Moses). All served the Lord for His glory.

Verse 13. Background for the firstborn being the Lord's: When He smote the firstborn 
in Egypt, the firstborn of the Israelites (both man and beast were passed over. Thereby they 
were set apart unto the Lord at that time: "mine shall they be, I am the Lord."

Verse 14. Again the Lord spake unto Moses, still in the wilderness of Sinai:

Verse 15. The children of Levi were now to be numbered, but in a different way, for a 
different purpose. THE Lord had a different service for them. By the house of their fathers by 
families; only those whose fathers were Levites.

Every male, from a month old upward, shall be numbered. The Levites were exempted 
from being called out to war; they were only for the service of the sanctuary; so from their 
youth they were to be brought up and trained for this, to enter service at a proper age.

Verse 16. Moses did all according to the Lord's word. They were to be ministering 
servants to the priests, and they would have no inheritance in the land of Israel.

Verse 17. The Sons of Levi, by name: Gershon, Kohath and Merari (that went down into
Egypt with him).

Verse 18. The sons of Gershon by their families: Libni and Shimei (Libnites and 
Shibnites verse 21).

Verse 19. The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izahar, Hebron, and Uzziel. Aaron and Moses 
belonged to the Amramites.

Verse 20. Sons of Merari (3rd son of Levi) Mahli, Mushi. They are all the families of the
Levites – in all 8 families.

Scriptures. Numbers 3:21-32.

21 ¶ Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites, and the family of the Shimites: these are 
the families of the Ger'shonites.
22 Those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a 
month old and upward, even those that were numbered of them were seven thousand and five
hundred.
23 The families of the Ger'shonites shall pitch behind the tabernacle westward.
24 And the chief of the house of the father of the Ger'shonites shall be Eli'asaph the son of 
La'el.
25 And the charge of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation shall be the
tabernacle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation,
26 and the hangings of the court, and the curtain for the door of the court, which is by the 
tabernacle, and by the altar round about, and the cords of it, for all the service thereof.
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27 ¶ And of Kohath was the family of the Am'ramites, and the family of the Iz'eharites, and
the family of the He'bronites, and the family of the Uz'zi-elites: these are the families of the 
Ko'hathites.
28 In the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were eight thousand and
six hundred, keeping the charge of the sanctuary.
29 The families of the sons of Kohath shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle southward.
30 And the chief of the house of the father of the families of the Ko'hathites shall be 
Eliza'phan the son of Uz'zi-el.
31 And their charge shall be the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and 
the vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they minister, and the hanging, and all the service 
thereof.
32 And Ele-a'zar the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the Levites, and
have the oversight of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.

Commentary on Numbers 3:21-32.

Verse 21. Two families came from Gershon: the Libnites and Shimites.

Verse 22. They were numbered, all males 1 month and up 7,500.

Verse 23. They encamped in the rear camp of the Levites, between the tabernacle and 
the camp of Ephraim (westward also).

Verse 24. The chief of authority over them was Eliasaph the son of Lael.

Verse 25. Their duties (the sons of the Gershon) in the tabernacle – the under curtains 
of fine-twined linen, of the tent – the 11 of goats hair that covered the roof, and the hanging of 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation (of the tent, which led into the holy place).

Verse 26. The hangings of the open court – 100 cubits by 50 cubits. And the curtain of 
the door of the court. The cords of it, which fastened the curtains to brass pins, or stakes in the
ground, all to keep them tight. And those of the tabernacle.

Verse 27. Amram was the first son of Kohath. Amram was also the father of Aaron and 
Moses. They and their children were included in this family. The family Izeharites (torah), and
the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites.

Verse 28. Their number was 8,600. They kept the charge of the sanctuary: the holy and 
most holy places, and everything within them. They were trained up for these responsibilities 
from their youth.

Verse 29. They shall camp to the southward side of the tabernacle. One of them was 
appointed over all the Levites. Their situation was nearest the camp of Reuben.

Verse 30. The chief of the fathers of the Kohathites shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel.

Verse 31. They were in charge of the ark and all that pertained to it – they were to take 
it down, carry it from place to place.
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Verse 32. Eleazer, son of Aaron, the priest – he was chief over the three chiefs of the 
three houses of the Levites. He would have oversight over all those that took care of the things 
of the holy place, and the holy of holies (because most important to the priests).

Scriptures. Numbers 3:33-43.

33 ¶ Of Mera'ri was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: these are 
the families of Mera'ri.
34 And those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from 
a month old and upward, were six thousand and two hundred.
35 And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Mera'ri was Zu'ri-el the son of 
Ab'ihail: these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward.
36 And under the custody and charge of the sons of Mera'ri shall be the boards of the 
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, and all the 
vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto,
37 and the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their 
cords.
38 ¶ But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before the 
tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons, keeping the 
charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and the stranger that cometh 
nigh shall be put to death.
39 All that were numbered of the Levites, which Moses and Aaron numbered at the 
commandment of the LORD, throughout their families, all the males from a month old and 
upward, were twenty and two thousand.

The Redemption of the Firstborn
40 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Number all the firstborn of the males of the children 
of Israel from a month old and upward, and take the number of their names.
41 And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the LORD) instead of all the firstborn 
among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among 
the cattle of the children of Israel.
42 And Moses numbered, as the LORD commanded him, all the firstborn among the 
children of Israel.
43 And all the firstborn males by the number of names, from a month old and upward, of 
those that were numbered of them, were twenty and two thousand two hundred and 
threescore and thirteen.

Commentary on Numbers 3:33-43.

Verse 33. Of Merari were the Mahlites and Mushites (his two sons Mali and Mushi). 
Merari the youngest son of Levi.

Verse 34. And the number of them, a month old upward: 6,200 – the lowest number of 
them all.

Verse 35. The chief of the Merarites was Zuriel the son of Abihail. His name is 
mentioned nowhere else. They will pitch their camp on the left (north) side of the tabernacle. 
The camp of Dan further north.

Verse 36. Under their charge will be the boards of the tabernacle, covered with 
curtains. Since these were heavy they were allowed the necessary extra amount of wagons. 
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Also the bars which kept the boards tight (close together) and the pillars between the holy and
most holy place on which the veil was hung. And the sockets, in which both pillars and boards 
were put.

Verse 37. And the pillars all around the court, upon which the curtains (hangings) were 
hung. Their sockets into which the pillars were put; their pins (fixes) in the ground, the cords 
fastened the hangings of the court to them.

Verse 38. Those that encamp before the tabernacle to the east – at which was the 
entrance. This included Moses, and Aaron and his sons. Moses was the chief ruler, Aaron the 
high priest, his sons priests under them.

This was the most honorable place of all: in front of the tabernacle, farther east was the 
camp of Judah. They were in charge of the sanctuary and guarding it from any of the children 
of Israel from entering the sanctuary. Any who did come as near as to shortly enter, or upon 
entering, even of the most holy place, the penalty was death: by the civil magistrate, or the 
hand of heaven.

Verse 39. All the Levites numbered, at the Lord's commandment by their families: all 
males, a month old and older were 22,000.

Verse 40. Then the Lord told Moses to number all the first-born males of the children 
of Israel, a month old upward, count the number of their names (to compare with the number 
of the Levites).

Verse 41. The Levites were to be the Lord's servers, to His priests, and take special care 
of the tabernacle. It was His right. This was the Lord's choice, instead of taking all of the first-
born of the children of Israel. Also the cattle of the Levites were to be taken, instead of all the 
firstlings of the children of Israel. This was of clean cattle. They were redeemed with a lamb, 
given also to the priests. The Levites possessed them, devoted to the Lord, rightfully His.

Verse 42. Moses numbered them as the Lord commanded him – all the first-born of the
children of Israel.

Verse 43. The first-born males were numbered. Counted by the names, a month old 
and upward, were 22,273. This was 273 more than the Levites.

Scriptures. Numbers 3:44-51.

44 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
45 Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle 
of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD.
46 And for those that are to be redeemed of the two hundred and threescore and thirteen 
of the firstborn of the children of Israel, which are more than the Levites;
47 thou shalt even take five shekels apiece by the poll, after the shekel of the sanctuary 
shalt thou take them: (the shekel is twenty gerahs:)
48 and thou shalt give the money, wherewith the odd number of them is to be redeemed, 
unto Aaron and to his sons.
49 And Moses took the redemption money of them that were over and above them that 
were redeemed by the Levites:
50 of the firstborn of the children of Israel took he the money; a thousand three hundred 
and threescore and five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:
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51 and Moses gave the money of them that were redeemed unto Aaron and to his sons, 
according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 3:44-51.

Verse 44. The Lord gave instruction after the number was taken – what to do with it.

Verse 45. Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel. They
are to be given to Aaron. Also the Levites' cattle instead of their cattle. These remain with the 
Levites, for their use. They were now separated from the other tribes, in God's service, so now 
were their cattle taken for their support. They are the Lord's devoted to His service. He is the 
Lord: obedience was expected.

Verse 46. To redeem the children of Israel's firstborn, 273 more in number than the 
firstborn of the Levites. The Levites were 22,000; the Israelites' firstborn 22,273.

Verse 47. Five shekels a piece for each person (first-born) was to be paid – of full 
weight of the shekel of the sanctuary.

Verse 48. The total of these (273) funds for their redemption was to be given to Aaron 
and his sons.

Verses 49,50. Moses follows orders, took the redemption money (5 shekels per head) of
the odd number over them that were redeemed by the Levites. It is considered most likely the 
choice of the 273 Israelites to pay this money was done by lot: the total amount would be 
about $255. The firstborn of Israel were paid for by their parents if too young to pay on their 
own.

Verse 51. The redemption money collected went to Aaron and his sons, as God ordered 
Moses. Moses did exactly as instructed, as the Lord's faithful servant in all things.
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Lesson IV

Numbers chapter 4.

Intro: Of the Levites; to number those of what age they were considered ready for 
service. And how long they were to continue therein.

Scriptures. Numbers 4:1-20.

The Tasks Assigned to the Levites
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
2 Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by
the house of their fathers,
3 from thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, 
to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
4 This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
about the most holy things.
5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall 
take down the covering veil, and cover the ark of testimony with it:
6 and shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth 
wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof.
7 And upon the table of showbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the 
dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread 
shall be thereon:
8 and they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering 
of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof.
9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps,
and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister 
unto it:
10 and they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, and 
shall put it upon a bar.
11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering 
of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof:
12 and they shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the 
sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, 
and shall put them on a bar.
13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:
14 and they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, even
the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basins, all the vessels of the altar; and 
they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it.
15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the 
vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall 
come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the 
burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.
16 ¶ And to the office of Ele-a'zar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the 
light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the 
oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels 
thereof.
17 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
18 Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Ko'hathites from among the Levites:
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19 but thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto the 
most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service 
and to his burden:
20 but they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die.

Commentary on Numbers 4:1-20.

Verse 1. The Lord further ordered Moses and Aaron to number and take out those fit 
for service.

Verse 2. Count the sons of Kohath who were to carry the ark and holy things, this to be 
done before the taking down of the tabernacle – to take out the things first.

Verse 3. From 30 years old and above – until 50. The full time of the Levites service in 
the tabernacle of the congregation (the court) where the people assembled on special 
occasions.

Verse 4. This is the service of the sons of Kohath: to take care of the most holy things: 
the ark, shewbread table, altars of incense and burnt offerings, the veil and ministering 
vessels.

Verse 5. When it is time to travel "setting forward", Aaron and his sons will come to the 
holy place and take down the veil of covering (between the holy place and the holy of holies, 
and cover the ark with it).

Verse 6. Also it was to be covered by a covering of badgers' skins to preserve the ark 
from rain and dust – preserving the veil as well. Over that was a wholly blue cloth. The final 
thing was to replace the staves through holes made in the coverings to keep the ark covered 
when being carried by the staves.

Verse 7. Upon the shew-bread table will be placed a blue cloth – then the dishes, 
spoons, bowls, and covers. Upon this shall be continual bread put.

Verse 8. Upon that shall be a scarlet cloth (upon the bread also). All will then be 
covered with a badger skin cover (the outward covering). Then the staves were replaced as 
with the ark.

Verse 9. A cloth of blue will also cover the candlestick of the light and his lamps; the 
tongs, snuff-dishes, oil vessels – all that were used with it.

Verse 10. It and all the vessels will be put in a covering of badgers' skins. It will be put 
upon a kind of mat or platform to be carried between men, on staves.

Verse 11. Upon the golden altar of incense, a cloth of blue shall be spread, then a 
covering of badger skins. The staves put in the rings, to carry it.

Verse 12. All the priests' garments of ministry were laid in one place, a cloth of blue to 
cover them, then the badger skin covering – made a bundle, then place on a mat or platform 
(as the candlestick – to be carried – verse 10).
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Verse 13. Next they were to go into the court of the tabernacle where the altar of burnt-
offering was – where sacrifices were daily burnt: these would always be washed to be 
removed. When the time to move and carry away it must be done.

Verse 14. Upon the altar, covered with blue cloth, all its vessels used to minister were to
be put upon it: censers, flesh-hooks, shovels, basins. A covering of badgers' skins covered it 
all. Then the staves put to it to be carried with.

Verse 15. When Aaron and his sons had finished covering all the holy things and vessels
of the sanctuary, when the camp is to be moved, the sons of Kohath will carry all of these 
things- only touching the staves, never to touch the holy thing, lest they die (by the immediate 
hand of God). They were to be carried on their shoulders – never on a wagon.

Verse 16. The job of Eleazar, Aaron's son, was responsibility to bear the oil for the light, 
to the Kohathites for them to carry; also the sweet incense of the altar of incense, and the daily
meat offering; and the anointing oil. He was responsible for the oversight of all the tabernacle 
and everything in it, and in the sanctuary, and in the vessels.

Verse 17. Stern and most serious warning for Moses and Aaron to deliver to the 
Kohathites:

Verse 18. Do not be the cause of any possibility of their negligence in performing the 
above things – packing up and delivering them.

Verse 19. Do this that they may not die, when they approach the most holy things. 
Aaron and his sons will be there to appoint each individual to their specific task, and burden –
how they shall take them up and carry them.

Verse 20. But, they shall not go in to see the holy things when they are being covered. 
To see a holy thing before it was covered. No Levite was to see them, lest they die, by the 
immediate hand of God.

Scriptures. Numbers 4:21-33.

21 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
22 Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by 
their families:
23 from thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that 
enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
24 This is the service of the families of the Ger'shonites, to serve, and for burdens:
25 and they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the 
congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and 
the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,
26 and the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, 
which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords, and all the 
instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they serve.
27 At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the 
Ger'shonites, in all their burdens, and in all their service: and ye shall appoint unto them in 
charge all their burdens.
28 This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and their charge shall be under the hand of Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest.
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29 ¶ As for the sons of Mera'ri, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house 
of their fathers;
30 from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou number them, 
every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of the congregation.
31 And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, 
and sockets thereof,
32 and the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their 
cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the 
instruments of the charge of their burden.
33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Mera'ri, according to all their service, in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest.

Commentary on Numbers 4:21-33.

Verse 21. The next instructions.

Verses 22,23. Concern the sons of Gershon (Levi's eldest son) of the houses of their 
fathers, by their families, from 30 years old and upward, fifty, count them: those fit for 
service: to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 24. Both in setting it up, watching and guarding it, and what they did when 
journeying, bearing and carrying the things assigned to them.

Verse 25. They will bear the curtains (ten of fine linen), the curtains of goats' hair for 
the tent over it, the covering of rams' skins dyed red, and the badgers' skins over it. Also the 
hangings of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 26. The hangings of the great court – of the door – the eastern gate into the court
– which surrounded the tabernacle and altar of burnt offering, and their cords and pins which 
held them tight. And all the vessels for service; so they shall serve.

Verse 27. Aaron and his sons shall order and direct them – the sons of the Gershonites 
– in all their burdens and their service. They were to be in charge – to carefully keep watch, 
not allowing any single thing – not pin or cord to be lost.

Verse 28. The sons of Gershon had this service when the camp and the tabernacle were 
in motion – particularly the hangings of the tabernacle – Ithamar, the son of Aaron the priest 
was in charge: he would inspect and direct them.

Verse 29. Merari – youngest son of Levi: number them by their families, by the house 
of their fathers.

Verse 30. 30 years old, even unto 50 years old. They would enter into the service of the 
tabernacle.

Verse 31. Their burden, they would be in charge of. The boards and bars of the 
tabernacle, the pillars and the sockets (all which belonged to the holy and most holy place).
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Verse 32. And the pillars of the court round about: sockets, pins, and cords. The pillars 
held the hangings. The pillars which set in sockets; the hangings were fastened by the pins 
and cords. Also, whatever else was used to support this part of the tabernacle.

From the largest to the least, they were responsible for, to bear and carry. This included
lists of each of the items by name and number, and where they belonged.

Added note: such particular care and notice does God take of all His people, and Christ 
of all committed to Him.

Verse 33. This completes the service of the sons of Merari: what was allotted to them: 
their service in the tabernacle. Under the hand of Aaron's sons Ithamar.

Scriptures. Numbers 4:34-49.

34 ¶ And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the 
Ko'hathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
35 from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into 
the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation:
36 and those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven 
hundred and fifty.
37 These were they that were numbered of the families of the Ko'hathites, all that might do
service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did number according 
to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
38 ¶ And those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and 
by the house of their fathers,
39 from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into 
the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
40 even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of 
their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.
41 These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that 
might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number 
according to the commandment of the LORD.
42 ¶ And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Mera'ri, throughout their 
families, by the house of their fathers,
43 from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into 
the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
44 even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand and 
two hundred.
45 These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Mera'ri, whom Moses 
and Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
46 ¶ All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of 
Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
47 from thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do 
the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,
48 even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred and 
fourscore.
49 According to the commandment of the LORD they were numbered by the hand of 
Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they 
numbered of him, as the LORD commanded Moses.
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Commentary on Numbers 4:34-49.

Verse 34. Moses, Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the 
Kohathites, etc. These chiefs were the ones who assisted Moses and Aaron all the tribes 
named in chapter 1:5-16. The Kohathites first, then the Gershonites, the Merarites in their 
order – then to the end of verses 48. Especially reiterated – the sum of the total numbers of 
30 to 50 years old men, fit for service.

Verses 35-48. These verses record the numbering of each one – the sums of each one.
Of the Kohathites 2,750, almost a third part of their total of males of a month old and 

up were 8,600.
Of the Gershonites 2,630, the total males were 7,500; more than a third able-body 

males fit for service.
Of the Merarites 3,200; total of males was 6,200, more than half of them were fit for 

service.
This shows that the service of the Kohathites and Gershonites were the lightest, 

because they had fewer males able to be of service, though tier total of their individuals were 
the greatest.

The Merarites had the best number of able-bodied men, yet the smallest number of 
total males. Yet they had the heaviest work in carrying burdens, loading and unloading 
wagons – theirs the superior in the number of able-bodied men.

God will fit those He calls to serve.
The sum-total of the Levites, the males between 30 and 50 years old, that performed 

their duties was 8,580. This is considered a very small number who served in the spiritual 
responsibilities in the sanctuary of God.

Compared to the 74,600 of the tribe of Judah who were soldiers in the outward 
warfare.

Verse 49. All was done according to God's commandment by the hand of Moses, and 
the others listed.

Every one, according to their job of service: especially of the taking down and setting up
of the tabernacle: equals all Levites.

So were they numbered, males from 30 to 50, by Moses, as ordered by the Lord.
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Lesson V

Numbers chapter 5. Dealing with Unclean Persons. 

Scriptures. Numbers 5:1-10.

The Unclean Driven from the Camp
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every 
one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by the dead:
3 both male and female shall ye put out, without the camp shall ye put them; that they 
defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell.
4 And the children of Israel did so, and put them out without the camp: as the LORD 
spake unto Moses, so did the children of Israel.

The Law of Recompense
5 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
6 Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin that 
men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD, and that person be guilty;
7 then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his 
trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him 
against whom he hath trespassed.
8 But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be 
recompensed unto the LORD, even to the priest; beside the ram of the atonement, whereby an
atonement shall be made for him.
9 And every offering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which they bring unto 
the priest, shall be his.
10 And every man's hallowed things shall be his: whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it 
shall be his.

Commentary on Numbers 5:1-10.

Verse 1. The Lord spake unto Moses.

Verse 2. The command unto the children of Israel: they were to take out of all camps 
every leper; any with an issue (such as gonorrhea) man or woman; any that were defiled by a 
dead person,, at a funeral or touching them. This for all impure persons.

Verse 3. Both male and female, put out of the camps to avoid any defiling within the 
camps to spread. For that is the place of the Lord's dwelling – in the tabernacle – the midst of 
the camps.

This was a type of the uncleanness of sin.

Verse 4. The Israelites did so: put them without the camp as ordered; they obeyed.
Verse 5. Orders are continued.

Verse 6. A law repeated, with 2 new things in it: no trespass offering or 5th part by 
witnesses until the guilty one confesses; the second is taking away anything by violence by a 
proselyte, which is to be given to the priests.
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Verse 7. They shall confess their sin: Oh Lord I am guilty of death. This trespass he 
shall recompense his trespass, the principal, plus a 1/5th part, of whatsoever he had 
defrauded his neighbor. This to satisfy him who he had trespassed for the injury done to him.

Verse 8. If the man trespassed against should die before restitution is made, then it 
shall be made to his heirs; if he had none – then to the priest – as unto the Lord: the principal 
with the 1/5th part.

The ram of atonement must be offered to expiate the trespass.

Verse 9. Of the holy sacrifices brought by the Israelites to be offered up the part heaved 
(elevated: heave shoulder and wave breast) brought to the priest shall be his. He who offers 
(performs this service) earns the part which is due him.

Verse 10. Whatever a man, by vow or free-will offering, separated for holy use go to the 
priests (as the first-fruits and tithes) – whatever priest that is given it: it shall be his, not 
divided among the other priests.

Scriptures. Numbers 5:11-22.

The Law concerning Jealousy
11 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and 
commit a trespass against him,
13 and a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept 
close, and she be defiled, and there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the 
manner;
14 and the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be 
defiled; or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not
defiled:
15 then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her,
the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense 
thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to 
remembrance.
16 ¶ And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD:
17 and the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is in the 
floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into the water:
18 and the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and uncover the woman's head, 
and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest 
shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse:
19 and the priest shall charge her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain
with thee, and if thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband,
be thou free from this bitter water that causeth the curse:
20 but if thou hast gone aside to another instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, 
and some man have lain with thee besides thine husband:
21 then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say 
unto the woman, The LORD make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the 
LORD doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell;
22 and this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to 
swell, and thy thigh to rot. And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.
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Commentary on Numbers 5:11-22.

Verses 11,12. A new law delivered to the children of Israel: if any man's wife has an 
affair (adultery), a trespass against her husband, in the opinion of her husband, he suspects 
she has he has the right to make a trial to find out.

Verse 13. If a man has had an affair, but has kept it from the lady's husband, and she is 
defiled, but no witness, and she hasn't been caught with the man or in the act.

Verse 14. If the husband has strong suspicions, and becomes jealous, and can't get it 
out of his mind, and she is defiled – but it is not yet certain, or if he becomes so, and she has 
not become defiled, and remains jealous even after she has been proved chaste – a law was 
given to take care of this possibility.

Verse 15. The husband is to bring his wife to the priest, where she insisted on her 
chastity. The husband is to bring an offering for her, because of the husband's mourning for 
her, in his jealousy, which was unfounded. The offering of one day's amount of barley wheat, 
which describes her deeds as like an animal (her not being a good wife, housekeeper, home-
body). No oil or frankincense was put on it. This was a mournful affair for the husband – for 
his having any reason for suspicion and jealousy.

Verse 16. The priest shall bring her near, make the offering and "set it before the Lord".

Verse 17. The priest will take holy water in an earthen vessel (a quarter of a pint) to 
represent what the woman was suspected of. The earthen vessel, of the earth – cheapest and 
most common. Then the priest was to take a pile of dust from the floor of the tabernacle and 
put it into the water. The dust suggests her end (in death) and also the serpent's food. A 
solemn and awful drink.

Verse 18. The priest sets the woman before the Lord, in the east of the tabernacle. If she
confessed, I am defiled, she tore up her marriage papers and went out.

If not, her head was uncovered, the jealousy offering was put in her hands (putting 
pressure on her to confess if she was guilty). It was called the bitter water that caused the 
curse: if she was guilty it would be bitter and distressing – making her act accursed. This 
result was considered supernatural and divine.

Verse 19. The priest will give her an oath – if she has not lain with a man not her 
husband, and she is not unclean, then she will not be affected by the bitter water that causeth 
the curse.

Verse 20. But if she has lain with a man not her husband, and both are defiled – 
declared by oath.

Verse 21. The priest will charge her with an oath containing a curse. He will say to her, 
if she lied, and was guilty of the crime suspected of – then let this be an oath among the 
people – to pray to the Lord that this not happen to them – that the Lord did make her thigh 
to rot and her belly to sell by drinking the bitter water.

Verse 22. The water that causes the curse will go into the bowels and produce the above
effects. The woman shall say amen, so be it. As admission of her guilt.
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Scriptures. Numbers 5:23-31.

23 ¶ And the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall blot them out with the 
bitter water:
24 and he shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the 
water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter.
25 Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering out of the woman's hand, and shall wave
the offering before the LORD, and offer it upon the altar:
26 and the priest shall take a handful of the offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn 
it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause the woman to drink the water.
27 And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shall come to pass, that if she be
defiled, and have done trespass against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse 
shall enter into her, and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and 
the woman shall be a curse among her people.
28 And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive 
seed.
29 ¶ This is the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth aside to another instead of her 
husband, and is defiled;
30 or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, and he be jealous over his wife, and 
shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall execute upon her all this law.
31 Then shall the man be guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.

Commentary on Numbers 5:23-31.

Verse 23. The priest will write all on a parchment – then he shall blot them out with the
bitter water unto no longer legible.

Verse 24. He shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water. If she admits she is 
defiled, the water is poured out and her offering is scattered in the place of ashes.

If she refuses to drink, they force her to do so. The bitter water shall enter her and 
produce the bitter effects mentioned.

Verse 25. Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering from her hands. It was heavy 
enough to weary her to cause her to sooner confess. The priest shall wave the offering in all 
directions before the Lord. Her hands were to remain on the offering as well. Then it was 
offered on the altar.

Verse 26. The priest took a handful of it, for good if she was innocent, for evil if she was 
guilty, a memorial. It shall be burned upon the altar. Afterwards the woman will be forced to 
drink the bitter water, if no confession was made.

Verse 27. Then if she is found guilty of being defiled, the water shall become bitter: her 
belly shall swell and her thigh rot. The cause will be the power and curse of God. She will be 
shunned and despised among her people as accursed.

Verse 28. If she was not defiled, but clean, then she shall be free, as sound and 
healthful as ever. If she was barren before, she could now conceive, as her husband should 
receive her gladly, as chaste.

Verse 29. This is the law of jealousy – to deter wives from adultery, to protect virtue 
and innocence. Also to prove God's omniscience – His awareness of most private uncleanness,
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and the punisher of such. In those times it was considered that women were more prone to 
this because of their desire for children.

Verse 30. If the spirit of jealousy comes upon a husband over his wife, being suspicious;
the woman shall be set before the Lord and his suspicion declared. The priest shall execute 
upon her all this law. Nothing could prevent this except her confessing her true guilt.

Verse 31. Then the man will be without guilt, or iniquity. If done properly he would be 
sinless, whether his wife was innocent or guilty. If she was guilty she would bear her iniquity 
(the punishment for it).
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Lesson VI

Numbers chapter 6. The Law Concerning the Nazarites.

Scriptures. Numbers 6:1-12.

The Law for the Nazarite
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall 
separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD;
3 he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of 
wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist 
grapes, or dried.
4 All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the
kernels even to the husk.
5 ¶ All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: 
until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, 
and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
6 ¶ All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body.
7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or 
for his sister, when they die: because the consecration* of his God is upon his head.
8 All the days of his separation he is holy unto the LORD.
9 ¶ And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath defiled the head of his 
consecration; then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall 
he shave it.
10 And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to the priest, to 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:
11 and the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, 
and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that
same day.
12 And he shall consecrate unto the LORD the days of his separation, and shall bring a 
lamb of the first year for a trespass offering: but the days that were before shall be lost, 
because his separation was defiled.

Commentary on Numbers 6:1-12.

Verses 1,2. The Lord spoke again to Moses, about the vow of the Nazarite, strictly of the
children of Israel. This can be done by a man or a woman: to separate themselves, to do a 
wonderful thing, unto the Lord. To serve the Lord, to be separate from others in their lives 
and conversations. They were the types of Christ – as set apart by His Father as Mediator, or a
Nazarene, devoted to His Father's glory.

Verse 3. He must cease all drinking of wine – thus more fit and free to serve God: 
prayer, meditation, reading Scripture, attending all services and worship of God.

Also included were all strong drinks that intoxicate (liquor); no matter what they were 
made from – such as barley (ale) or of apples and pears; no vinegar of new wine or old wine, 
or liquor of grapes, nor eat moist or dried grapes. These would tend to increase the desire to 
drink wine. To avoid all these would act like a fence to keep a person from drinking wine, and 
it to excess.
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Verse 4. During a person's days of separation, they must eat no part of grape plants: 
leaves, branches, and most of all its fruit, or put into any sort of food or drink – even kernels 
to husks.

Verse 5. His days of separation could be 1,000 days or the shortest time allowed was 30
days. He could not shave his beard or head, not cut his hair short. He must let it grow all the 
time of his separation unto the Lord. He shall be holy. Separate from other men, their customs
and habits.

His time must be in holy exercises, in acts of devotion. Letting the hair grow was a sign 
of an increase of virtue or grace (as with Samson's increase in strength as his hair grew 
longer). Then stronger in the Lord.

Verse 6. All the days of his separation is repeated to emphasize that each separate law 
of the Nazarite was to be strictly followed. This one is the third: he was not to be near, or even 
in the same place as a dead body, nor to touch, attend a funeral, or burying the dead.

Verse 7. He shall not make himself unclean even when anyone in his family dies (father,
mother, sister or brother; or wife or child). Not for a priest. All because the consecration of his
God is upon his head (shown by his long hair).

Verse 8. His separation sets him apart, holy unto the Lord. His vow is upon him for 
time allotted.

Verse 9. If a man, next to him, dies suddenly (very suddenly), and any of his hair came 
in contact with the man through no fault of his own – this defiles the head of his consecration.
Seven days after his defilement he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing (having 
been unclean those 7 days). His Nazarite vow ended, he was obliged to begin again.

Verse 10. On the eighth day he must bring to the priest 2 turtles or 2 young pigeons to 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation (he could not go in, being defiled). The priest 
would be at the door to receive it.

Verse 11. The priest shall offer one for a sin offering, the other for a burnt offering: one 
to expiate sin, the other a gift to God – to thank Him for acceptance of the former.

This made atonement for him, for his sin by the dead body he was near.
He would hallow his head again, that same day – consecrate himself to God afresh, 

begin his Nazarite vow again, and letting his hair grow again.

Verse 12. He begins the same number of days as vowed before. He will bring a lamb of 
the first year for a trespass offering. The days before the pollution are lost because he was 
defiled.

Scriptures. Numbers 6:13-21.

13 ¶ And this is the law of the Nazarite: when the days of his separation are fulfilled, he 
shall be brought unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:
14 and he shall offer his offering unto the LORD, one he lamb of the first year without 
blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish for a sin 
offering, and one ram without blemish for peace offerings,
15 and a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and wafers of 
unleavened bread anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and their drink offerings.
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16 And the priest shall bring them before the LORD, and shall offer his sin offering, and 
his burnt offering:
17 and he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, with the 
basket of unleavened bread: the priest shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink offering.
18 And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and shall take the hair of the head of his separation, and put it in the fire 
which is under the sacrifice of the peace offerings.
19 And the priest shall take the sodden shoulder of the ram, and one unleavened cake out 
of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, 
after the hair of his separation is shaven:
20 and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD: this is holy for the 
priest, with the wave breast and heave shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may drink wine.
21 ¶ This is the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of his offering unto the LORD for 
his separation, besides that that his hand shall get: according to the vow which he vowed, so 
he must do after the law of his separation.

Commentary on Numbers 6:13-21.

Verse 13. When the days of his time of the Nazarite vow are fulfilled, he shall be 
brought to the door of the tabernacle. Most consider that he shall bring himself.

Verse 14. At the door he presents his offering to the priests: a one-year old he lamb, 
without blemish, for a burnt offering; a ewe lamb of the first year for a sin-offering; one 
unblemished ram for peace offerings.

The sin offering was done lest any secret or unknown breach of the law of the Nazarite 
vow. This recognizes that even the best of men may commit unknown, unnoticed sins, even 
the purest and moral stand in need of the atoning sacrifice of Christ.

The peace offerings were for the joy of performing his vow – the Nazarite and friends 
ate this.

Verse 15. A basket of unleavened bread, cake and wafers – 10 of each; and their meat 
and drink offerings.

Verse 16. The priest shall bring them all to the altar of burnt-offering, and present them
to the Lord in the name of the Nazarite. The first offered, the sin offering, second the burnt 
offering, then the basket of bread.

Verse 17. The priest shall then offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the 
Lord. The priest will offer his meat and drink offering as well.

Verse 18. The Nazarite shall shave his hair off at the door of the tabernacle where the 
people assembled together: so this was done in public so all would know his Nazarite vow was 
ended. Thus no offense would be taken when he acted as others (as drinking wine or going to 
a funeral).

The hair shaven off was put in the fire that was under the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings to be completely burned up.

Verse 19. The priest shall take the left shoulder of the ram – out of the pot in which it 
was boiled, and unleavened cake and one wafer, and place them in the hands of the Nazarite. 
This after his shaven hair had been cast into the fire.
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Verse 20. The last part of this whole situation follows:
The priest waves them for a wave-offering before the Lord. Putting his hands under the 

Nazarites (as in other wave-offerings), moving them in all directions; by this testifying of 
God's goodness and sovereign dominion over him, that all he had depended on Him and was 
received from Him. This especially in the Nazarite's keeping his vow. This offering was in 
grateful acknowledgment of God's assistance. This offering was also holy for the priest and 
was given to the priest (the wave-breast and the heave shoulder, to eat; to him only).

After this the Nazarite's vow is fulfilled: he cut his hair and shaved his head. After this 
he could go back to all those things that he did before his Nazarite vow: drink wine, or go to a 
funeral as other people did.

Verse 21. This completes the law of the Nazarite's vow, his offering unto the Lord for his
separation, so must he make these offerings when his vow was finished.

Scriptures. Numbers 6:22-27.

The Priestly Benediction
22 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
23 Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel, saying unto them,
24 The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:
25 the LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
27 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them.

Commentary on Numbers 6:22-27.

Verse 22. The Lord continues – this time concerning the priests:

Verse 23. Moses is to speak to Aaron and his sons: those that were in a public manner 
to bless the people of Israel. They were hereby instructed in the manner and the words to be 
used. They are to stand on a high place, lift up their hands on high, raising their voices, they 
are facing the people and pronounce the blessing in the Name of Jehovah.

Verse 24. Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit: the word Jehovah being used 3 times. "The 
Lord bless thee"

The Father blesses with all spiritual things: electing, pardoning grace, preserving grace 
with eternal life.

The Son blesses with redeeming mercy and grace: the saints are blessed with Him, in 
His hands.

The Spirit regenerates, and sets apart, as the Spirit of faith, the Comforter, the earnest 
and sealer of the saints unto the day of redemption, also to keep them from the evil one, from 
the power of sin, and from falling and failing, to keep in the state of grace unto everlasting 
salvation.

Verse 25. The Lord make his face to shine upon thee: to give spiritual light and heat, 
this gracious presence, communion, increasing in faith and knowledge of His Words of the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Thus being gracious unto thee.
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Verse 26. The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee: show His face favorably, 
cheerfully upon his people. Visits of love, joy, upholding them pleasantly and comfortably in 
the ways of God, security in expecting eternal life and happiness, as God's free gift in Christ.

And give thee peace: all outward need met, internal peace of mind here and now and 
into the world to come.

Verse 27. They shall put my name upon the children of Israel. Call them the people of 
the Lord. Pronounce blessing upon them in the Name of the Lord, or of Jehovah.

I will bless them – temporal and spiritual blessings: irreversible and irrevocable. His 
blessings are not merely in words (as some people claim to do), but in reality, in facts.

The ultimate blessing of God is the Word, even Christ in whom are blessed all that 
believe His Word, and in whom all nations of the world shall be blessed.

Most notable
Nazarites for life in Scripture Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist
Paul (Acts 18:18).

168

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Lesson VII

Numbers chapter 7. Presents Brought to Princes for the Tabernacle Services etc.

Scriptures. Numbers 7:1-11.

Offerings for the Dedication of the Altar
1 And it came to pass on the day that Moses had fully set up the tabernacle, and had 
anointed it, and sanctified it, and all the instruments thereof, both the altar and all the vessels 
thereof, and had anointed them, and sanctified them;
2 that the princes of Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, who were the princes of 
the tribes, and were over them that were numbered, offered:
3 and they brought their offering before the LORD, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen; 
a wagon for two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and they brought them before the 
tabernacle.
4 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
5 Take it of them, that they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation; and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to every man according to his 
service.
6 And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.
7 Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to their service:
8 and four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Mera'ri, according unto their 
service, under the hand of Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest.
9 But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary 
belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders.
10 And the princes offered for dedicating of the altar in the day that it was anointed, even 
the princes offered their offering before the altar.
11 And the LORD said unto Moses, They shall offer their offering, each prince on his day, 
for the dedicating of the altar.

Commentary on Numbers 7:1-11.

Verse 1. When the tabernacle was fully set up: everything in its proper place and order: 
all vessels and instruments. Also all the people were numbered and their camps organized, 
formed and pitched around the tabernacle.

The Levites were numbered, their place and service appointed unto them.
Moses had anointed it with holy oil and sanctified it for holy use and service; a 

habitation of God.

Verse 2. The princes of the 12 tribes of Israel, the heads of the house of their fathers 
(the same as those recorded in their numbering). They now came with gifts and presents to 
the Lord for the service of His Sanctuary as follows.

Verse 3. They were brought before the Lord – before the tabernacle: 6 covered wagons 
and twelve oxen. Two oxen from each tribe, to carry the tabernacle and its contents. They 
were also well-covered – against the elements, and to keep their contents private (as sacred). 
Each prince brought an ox and joined the other prince to bring the wagon together.

Verse 4. The Lord spoke to Moses concerning what to do with the gifts.
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Verse 5. They were apparently influenced and guided by His Spirit to do this service of 
the tabernacle. To be employed in carrying it from place to place when they all journeyed. 
They were to be given to the Levites who were responsible to move everything involved with 
the tabernacle, every man according to his service, considering the weights of the various 
loads.

Verse 6. Moses took these gifts of the princes and gave them to the Levites.

Verse 7. The sons of Gershon were given 2 wagons 4 oxen, according to their service 
(the curtains, coverings, hangings, and veils).

Verse 8. Four wagons and 8 oxen to the sons of Merari – according to their service: 
heaviest loads: boards, pillars, sockets, pins, cords, and so forth. Ithamar son of Aaron the 
priest was to care for, inspect, and direct these two groups that were delivered the wagons and
oxen by him.

Verse 9. The sons of Kohath received none – their service was to the sanctuary, which 
they were to carry on their shoulders: the ark, with mercy-seat and cherubim, the shewbread 
table, the candlestick, the two altars.

Verse 10. The 12 princes brought offerings for the dedication of the altar of burnt-
offerings. They brought the vessels and the creatures for sacrifice.

Moses wouldn't receive their offering until he knew the mind of God about it. He didn't 
know what order they were to follow.

Verse 11. The Lord said to Moses: they were to offer, one each day for 12 days; 
according to the order of their birth – this for the dedication of the altar.

Scriptures. Numbers 7:12-17.

12 ¶ And he that offered his offering the first day was Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab, of 
the tribe of Judah:
13 and his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them 
were full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
14 one spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense:
15 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
16 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
17 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab.

Commentary on Numbers 7:12-17.

Verse 12. The first to offer was prince and captain of the tribe of Judah. Their standard 
pitched first, to the east, and the east, and the rising seen. Even the Messiah would spring 
from that tribe.

Verse 13. He offered a silver dish (or charger) for the altar of burnt-offering, to hold the 
meat offering. It weighted about 4 pounds. One silver bowl to hold the drink-offering, about 2 
lbs. Both were filled with fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering. Part of which was 
burnt on the altar, the rest went with the priests.
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Verse 14. One spoon of gold – 4 ounces. It was full of incense – for the one time, offered
on the altar of burnt-offering.

Verse 15. One young bullock (3 years old), one ram (2 years old), one lamb of the first 
year, for a burnt offering.

Verse 16. One goat kid for a sin offering – recognizing their own tendencies toward sin 
in even their performances in holy things.

Verse 17. A sacrifice for a peace-offering: meat and drink, burnt, sin, and peace 
offering.

Peace-offerings: 2 ox, 5 rams, 5 he-goats, 5 1st year lambs. This provided a feast for the 
priests and the princes and their friends. Thus did Nahshon son of Amminadab.

And so all the rest of the princes that follow – according to their encampment – 
successively every day for 12 days until finished. This makes it unnecessary to repeat 11 times 
the gifts of the first tribe's prince.

Thus did they dedicate the altar; an action of piety, devotion, generosity, to promote 
religion and godliness.

Verses 18-83 recite each prince's names and lists his identical gifts, which ends in verse 
18. Read every word! Why?

Scriptures. Numbers 7:18-83.

18 ¶ On the second day Nethan'e-el the son of Zu'ar, prince of Is'sachar, did offer:
19 he offered for his offering one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
20 one spoon of gold of ten shekels, full of incense:
21 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
22 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
23 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Nethan'e-el the son of Zu'ar.
24 ¶ On the third day Eli'ab the son of Helon, prince of the children of Zeb'ulun, did offer:
25 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
26 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
27 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
28 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
29 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Eli'ab the son of Helon.
30 ¶ On the fourth day Eli'zur the son of Shede'ur, prince of the children of Reuben, did 
offer:
31 his offering was one silver charger of the weight of a hundred and thirty shekels, one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering:
32 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
33 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
34 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
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35 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Eli'zur the son of Shede'ur.
36 ¶ On the fifth day Shelu'mi-el the son of Zurishad'dai, prince of the children of Simeon, 
did offer:
37 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
38 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
39 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
40 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
41 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Shelu'mi-el the son of Zurishad'dai.
42 ¶ On the sixth day Eli'asaph the son of Deu'el, prince of the children of Gad, offered:
43 his offering was one silver charger of the weight of a hundred and thirty shekels, a 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering:
44 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
45 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
46 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
47 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Eli'asaph the son of Deu'el.
48 ¶ On the seventh day Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud, prince of the children of E'phra-
im, offered:
49 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
50 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
51 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
52 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
53 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud.
54 ¶ On the eighth day offered Gama'li-el the son of Pedah'zur, prince of the children of 
Manas'seh:
55 his offering was one silver charger of the weight of a hundred and thirty shekels, one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering:
56 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
57 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
58 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
59 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Gama'li-el the son of Pedah'zur.
60 ¶ On the ninth day Ab'idan the son of Gide-o'ni, prince of the children of Benjamin, 
offered:
61 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
62 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
63 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
64 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
65 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Ab'idan the son of Gide-o'ni.
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66 ¶ On the tenth day Ahi-e'zer the son of Ammishad'dai, prince of the children of Dan, 
offered:
67 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
68 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
69 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
70 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
71 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Ahi-e'zer the son of Ammishad'dai.
72 ¶ On the eleventh day Pag'i-el the son of Ocran, prince of the children of Asher, offered:
73 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
74 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
75 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
76 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
77 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Pag'i-el the son of Ocran.
78 ¶ On the twelfth day Ahi'ra the son of Enan, prince of the children of Naph'tali, offered:
79 his offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:
80 one golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:
81 one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:
82 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:
83 and for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of Ahi'ra the son of Enan.

No commentary for Numbers 7:18-83.

Scriptures. Numbers 7:84-89.

84 ¶ This was the dedication of the altar, in the day when it was anointed, by the princes of
Israel: twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver bowls, twelve spoons of gold:
85 each charger of silver weighing a hundred and thirty shekels, each bowl seventy: all the 
silver vessels weighed two thousand and four hundred shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary:
86 the golden spoons were twelve, full of incense, weighing ten shekels apiece, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons was a hundred and twenty shekels.
87 All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of 
the first year twelve, with their meat offering: and the kids of the goats for sin offering twelve.
88 And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace offerings were twenty and four bullocks, 
the rams sixty, the he goats sixty, the lambs of the first year sixty. This was the dedication of 
the altar, after that it was anointed.
89 ¶ And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the congregation to speak with him, 
then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that was upon the 
ark of testimony, from between the two cherubim: and he spake unto him.
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Commentary on Numbers 7:84-89.

Verses 84-88. These 5 verses (84-88) summarize the dedication of the altar by the gifts 
of the 12 princes of Israel over 12 days: listing the totals of each item, and all the animals 
brought for the various sacrifices and offerings.

Verse 89. Moses went into the tabernacle of the congregation to speak with God. To 
consult Him about what had just taken place, or any further instructions or communication to
pass on to the people.

Then he heard a voice, speaking to him from the mercy seat, between the cherubims, 
upon the ark which held the Law of the testimony. He must have heard it coming out of the 
most holy place in the Sanctuary of the tabernacle of the congregation – clear and distinct. 
What was actually said is not recorded here.

A possible suggestion is that it is the following chapter (Numbers 8).
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Lesson VIII

Numbers chapter 8.

Scriptures. Verses 1-8.

Aaron Lights the Lamps
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps 
shall give light over against the candlestick.
3 And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
4 And this work of the candlestick was of beaten gold; unto the shaft thereof, unto the 
flowers thereof, was beaten work: according unto the pattern which the LORD had showed 
Moses, so he made the candlestick.

The Cleansing of the Levites
5 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
6 Take the Levites from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.
7 And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: Sprinkle water of purifying upon 
them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so make 
themselves clean.
8 Then let them take a young bullock with his meat offering, even fine flour mingled with 
oil, and another young bullock shalt thou take for a sin offering.

Commentary on Numbers 8:1-8.

Verses 1,2. At a later time the Lord again spoke to Moses; he was to instruct Aaron in 
the lighting the lamps on the candlestick. This was the only light in the holy place of the 
Sanctuary – otherwise it was dark, having no window. The light was for the benefit of the 
service of the shew-bread table on the opposite side of the holy place in the north place, the 
candlestick in the south.

Verse 3. Aaron followed directions: he lit the lamps of the candlestick. Also the incense 
would be offered on the golden altar of incense: as the Lord commanded Moses.

Verse 4. The candlestick was of beaten gold – as previously recorded in Exodus 25:31-
36, all according to the pattern the Lord showed Moses, and so did he make it.

Verse 5. The Lord speaks further to Moses – this concerning Aaron's duty after lighting 
the lamps he is to ordain and consecrate the Levites as follows.

Verse 6. They are to minister to the priests of the Lord, by the call and appointment of 
the Lord, as were the priests. The first part: the outward cleansing.

Verse 7. By the order of Aaron, they are to have the water of purifying sprinkled upon 
them. This was a purifying flesh in a ceremonial sense – to purge the conscious of dead works,
to serve the living God.

Then they were to shave off every hair of their body – to denote the most perfect purity:
all superfluity of naughtiness of one and put out of mind as well.

Then their clothes were to be cleansed, making bodies and clothing clean.
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Verse 8. To perfect them was also necessary for them to make the following offerings.
A sin offering, for the whole congregation of Israel through ignorance, and for the 

Levites, as they were instead of the first-born of Israel. It was necessary for their perfect 
cleansing. A young bullock with his meat-offering: fine flour mixed with oil; along with the 
sin-offering, another young bullock.

Scriptures. Numbers 8:9-15.

9 And thou shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou 
shalt gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together.
10 And thou shalt bring the Levites before the LORD: and the children of Israel shall put 
their hands upon the Levites:
11 and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD for an offering of the children of 
Israel, that they may execute the service of the LORD.
12 And the Levites shall lay their hands upon the heads of the bullocks: and thou shalt 
offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, unto the LORD, to make an 
atonement for the Levites.
13 And thou shalt set the Levites before Aaron, and before his sons, and offer them for an 
offering unto the LORD.
14 ¶ Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: and the 
Levites shall be mine.
15 And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering.

Commentary on Numbers 8:9-15.

Verse 9. Then he shall bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation, at 
the door of it, where the altar of burnt-offering stood, where the offering sacrifices for them 
were to be offered.

The heads of the tribes, and elders of the people – to be participants and witnesses of 
the consecration of the Levites.

Verse 10. The Levites shall be brought before the Lord at the altar of burnt offering. The
children of Israel shall put their hands upon them. They signified they parted with them and 
gave them up to the Lord, to serve only Him. The consent of the whole people was thus 
represented.

Verse 11. Aaron shall offer the Levites in a wave offering before the Lord. Making the 
motions in every direction, signifying the Lord of the whole earth who they belonged to, and 
to their constant service and their readiness for it.

Verse 12. The Levites shall lay their hands upon the heads of the bullock, as 
transferring their sins to them. The first for sin, the second in thanksgiving for the atonement 
granted for the first sacrifice accepted. Aaron performed the offerings.

Verse 13. And Moses shall set the Levites before Aaron and his sons, whom they will 
assist. Thus they are offered unto the Lord for this service to Aaron and his sons (the high 
priest and other priests of the Lord).
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Verse 14. In a special and unique manner the Levites are devoted to the Lord's service, 
under the authority of the priests by the Lord's direction for that purpose: "the Levites shall 
minister before me"

Verse 15. After that the Levites shall go into the tabernacle of the congregation to do 
their service there. This takes place only after all the previous rites and ceremonies (cleansing,
the wave offering, and so forth).

Scriptures. Numbers 8:16-26.

16 For they are wholly given unto me from among the children of Israel; instead of such as
open every womb, even instead of the firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I taken them 
unto me.
17 For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day 
that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself.
18 And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn of the children of Israel.
19 And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the children 
of Israel, to do the service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and to
make an atonement for the children of Israel: that there be no plague among the children of 
Israel, when the children of Israel come nigh unto the sanctuary.
20 ¶ And Moses, and Aaron, and all the congregation of the children of Israel, did to the 
Levites according unto all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did 
the children of Israel unto them.
21 And the Levites were purified, and they washed their clothes; and Aaron offered them 
as an offering before the LORD; and Aaron made an atonement for them to cleanse them.
22 And after that went the Levites in to do their service in the tabernacle of the 
congregation before Aaron, and before his sons: as the LORD had commanded Moses 
concerning the Levites, so did they unto them.
23 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
24 This is it that belongeth unto the Levites: from twenty and five years old and upward 
they shall go in to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation:
25 and from the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service thereof, and 
shall serve no more:
26 but shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep the 
charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.

Commentary on Numbers 8:16-26.

Verse 16. The Levites are totally given unto the Lord for the services of the tabernacle, 
and carrying it. Then given by the Lord to Aaron and his sons. This is instead of the firstborn 
of the children of Israel.

Verse 17. This goes back for their time in Egypt when the Lord took the firstborn of 
both man and beast, but spared the firstborn of the Israelites. The Lord claimed them as His 
own – set them apart for His service ("sanctified them for myself").

Verse 18. Instead of taking all the firstborn of Israel, He has taken the Levites for His 
use and service.

Verse 19. He has now given them to Aaron and his sons, to do the service of the 
tabernacle. This includes to guard it, carry sacrifices to the priests, assist them at the altar, 
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take down and set up, carry it and all its vessels from place to place, and to make atonement 
for the children of Israel.

Thus there will be no plague, when the children of Israel come up near unto the 
sanctuary. This also expresses God's love and care for his people.

Verse 20. Moses, Aaron and all the people did all the things to the Levites according to 
every detail of what the Lord commanded Moses.

Verse 21. The Levites had been purified by the sprinkling of the special water; they 
washed their clothes. Aaron had offered them as a wave-offering before the Lord (verse 11). An
atonement for them to cleanse them, made by Aaron (verse 12).

Verse 22. After that the Levites went into the tabernacle to begin their service, in the 
presence of Aaron and his sons, and by their order, as they were to direct them – all was done 
or commanded by the Lord's words to Moses. They observed every "punctilio" (precise 
observation of formalities and details).

Verse 23. The Lord spake again unto Moses.

Verse 24. The fixed time (age) for the Levites' service: 25 years old and upward (at 25 a 
Levite goes in to learn the rites of service for five years – then formally begins service for five 
years – service at 30 years old (4:3). It is thought that the service at 30 was added only the 
carrying the vessels of the sanctuary on the shoulders, in taking down and setting up the 
tabernacle, loading and unloading the wagons.

Verse 25. From 50 years on, they will stop waiting upon the services (the heavy services
they will no longer do). This was so as long as the tabernacle was moved in the wilderness. 
This ceased when it was set up in Shiloh and at Jerusalem. Their service then only changed if 
they lost their voice and could not sing.

Verse 26. They will also help their brethren, giving instruction and advice to the 
younger ones. They may do lighter service.

They can watch over the tabernacle that no one that doesn't belong come near or into 
the tabernacle (unclean person, or stranger). They must not do any work that is heavy and 
strenuous. In other words, only what they were still capable to perform adequately at their 
advanced age.

Finis
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Lesson IX

Numbers chapter 9.

Scriptures. Numbers 9:1-14.

The Fourth Book of Moses, Called
Numbers
9

The Observance of the Passover
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Si'nai, in the first month of the 
second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,
2 Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season.
3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season: 
according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.
4 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that they should keep the passover.
5 And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at even in the 
wilderness of Si'nai: according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did the children of 
Israel.
6 And there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they 
could not keep the passover on that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron on 
that day.
7 And those men said unto him, We are defiled by the dead body of a man: wherefore are 
we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the LORD in his appointed season among 
the children of Israel?
8 And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the LORD will command 
concerning you.
9 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
10 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity shall be 
unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover 
unto the LORD.
11 The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
12 They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all 
the ordinances of the passover they shall keep it.
13 But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover, 
even the same soul shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the 
offering of the LORD in his appointed season, that man shall bear his sin.
14 And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and will keep the passover unto the LORD; 
according to the ordinance of the passover, and according to the manner thereof, so shall he 
do: ye shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger, and for him that was born in the land.

Commentary on Numbers 9:1-14.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke to Moses in Sinai: the first month of the 2nd year, after they 
had come out of Egypt.

Verse 2. It was time to remind the people of Israel of the necessity to celebrate the 
Passover every year after their celebrating it in Egypt and a year later (Leviticus 25:5). They 
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seemed to not think they were obligated to keep it until they came into the land of Canaan. 
Therefore a new order is given to observe it, and its appointed season.

Verse 3. In the 14th day of the first month (Nisan): according to its appointed season. 
Even if it fell on a sabbath; according to all the rites and ceremonies shall it be kept.

Verse 4. Moses spoke to the children of Israel, that it was near the time to celebrate the 
passover: at evening including all the rites (concerning the lamb, unleavened bread, bitter 
herbs and so forth.

Verse 5. And they kept the Passover in every detail in the wilderness of Sinai: as Moses 
was commanded by the Lord so did the children of Israel.

Verse 6. A special case: certain men that had become defiled because of the body of a 
dead man (one who died in their presence). On that day they came before Moses and Aaron, 
knowing they were defiled and would not keep the Passover that day, they came to ask for 
advice.

Verse 7. They explained they were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they could 
not avoid, and wished to observe the passover: they speak reverently and honorably of "an 
offering of the Lord", in commemoration of their wondrous deliverance from Egypt.

Verse 8. Moses tells them to stand still, at the door of the tabernacle, he will inquire of 
the Lord concerning their request. Most probably Moses went into the most holy place where 
the Lord promised to meet him and commune with him.

Verse 9. The Lord answers Moses' concerns about this case.

Verse 10. Moses is to speak to the Israelites – a general rule that covers all the people: 
any man now, and any of their future generations shall be unclean because of a dead body, or 
be away on a journey (more than 15 miles), he shall keep the passover the second month.

Verse 11. "The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it": in the 
same manner, unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

Verse 12. None of the flesh of the passover lamb was to be left until morning, nor break 
any bone of it. All was to be done properly according to the details of it.

Verse 13. But anyone that is clean and nearby (among the nation of Israel, or near 
enough to come) – if they choose to not keep the passover – any pretense whatever ("I forget",
"it is too expensive", or simply not caring) – that person (the same soul) shall be cut off from 
among the people – death by the immediate hand of God, or excommunicated from them.

This was a most serious breach of the Lord's command: ingratitude, resentment, a 
direct sin against God. He shall bear his guilt and the appropriate punishment of it.

Verse 14. If a stranger is staying among them, and chooses to keep the passover with 
them (a proselyte of righteousness – circumcised) I. He is to do all the proper ordinances of 
the passover – the same as a native Israelite.
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Scriptures. Numbers 9:15-23.

The Cloud over the Tabernacle
15 ¶ And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle, 
namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the tabernacle as it were the 
appearance of fire, until the morning.
16 So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.
17 And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the children of 
Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched 
their tents.
18 At the commandment of the LORD the children of Israel journeyed, and at the 
commandment of the LORD they pitched: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they
rested in their tents.
19 And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of 
Israel kept the charge of the LORD, and journeyed not.
20 And so it was, when the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle; according to the 
commandment of the LORD they abode in their tents, and according to the commandment of 
the LORD they journeyed.
21 And so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and that the cloud 
was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the 
cloud was taken up, they journeyed.
22 Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the 
tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not: 
but when it was taken up, they journeyed.
23 At the commandment of the LORD they rested in their tents, and at the commandment 
of the LORD they journeyed: they kept the charge of the LORD, at the commandment of the 
LORD by the hand of Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 9:15-23.

Verse 15. On the first day of the first month in the 2nd year of the people of Israel 
coming out of Egypt; the cloud of glory (God's presence) was above, covering the tent of the 
testimony, the most holy place. At evening there was the cloud – but appearing like fire until 
the morning. This was the visible sign of God's presence with them. His protection and His 
guidance during their time in the wilderness.

Verse 16. It was always like this: cloud by day, fire by night.

Verse 17. When the cloud was taken up, higher than before – at the usual place, but in 
plain sight; it was the signal that it was time fore the people of Israel to journey. They took up 
their posts in the carrying of all their possessions as assigned, and the whole camp marched. 
This would continue until the cloud abode (stayed still as at rest); there the children of Israel 
pitched their tents according to the order of encampment (as well as the tabernacle by the 
Levites).

Verse 18. The movement of the cloud was the signal – taken as the commandment of 
the Lord, as if His spoken word, for all Israel to journey. And the stopping of the cloud they 
took as the Lord's commandment to stop and pitch their tents. As long as the cloud stayed 
upon the tabernacle, they rested in their tents.
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Verse 19. When the cloud stayed for a long period of time (tarried long), they did also – 
even years. A careful watch was maintained of its presence, and they observed all the precepts 
and ordinances of the Lord in its services.

Verse 20. No matter the number of the days, whether just a week, more, or less, when 
they stayed they stayed in their tents; when it moved, so did they journey.

Verse 21. When the cloud stayed all night, they rested in their beds. When the cloud 
was taken up in the morning, they journeyed. If it was taken up, they journeyed by day or by 
night. This was observed as the same cloud, only viewed at night by fire visible within it.

Verse 22. The amount of days greatly varied: from two days, a month, a year; half a day,
a time longer than a year, even years: the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle: the children of 
Israel journeyed not. The length of time was according to the sovereign will of God. When it 
was taken up, they journeyed, period.

Verse 23. Whether agreeable or disagreeable they obeyed the commandment of the 
Lord: they rested or they journeyed. They were keeping the charge of the Lord as Moses was 
the means to keep them informed and directed in the details of their service!

end
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Lesson X

Numbers chapter 10.

Scriptures. Numbers 10:1-10.

The Silver Trumpets
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou 
mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps.
3 And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to 
thee at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
4 And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of the 
thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee.
5 When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward.
6 When ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall 
take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys.
7 But when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not 
sound an alarm.
8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to 
you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations.
9 And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall 
blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, 
and ye shall be saved from your enemies.
10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of 
your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the 
sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I 
am the LORD your God.

Commentary on Numbers 10:1-10.

Verse 1. After the order of the camps was fixed, the two trumpets were to be made, 
Moses is given the instructions.

Verse 2. Two trumpets of silver were to be made: the very valuable metal, durable and 
fit for sound. These were to be blown by Aaron's two sons: Eleazar and Ithamar. Each was to 
be made of a single piece of silver – beaten with a hammer. They must be pure, whole, in 
perfect harmony.

Verse 3. When both are blown – an even and continued sound, all the assembly will 
gather at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to hear the message to be delivered to
them.

Verse 4. To blow with one trumpet – only once, an even sound, then the princes, the 
heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather at the same place (the door of the tabernacle) to 
receive the Word of the Lord from Moses.

Verse 5. When an alarm was blown – it would be a broken, quavering sound (tara tan-
tara), then the camps on the east part (of the tabernacle) shall go forward. The camps of 
Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, at the front of the tabernacle, shall pack up and march.
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Verse 6. When blown the second time, the alarm will signal the time for the camps on 
the southern side of the tabernacle shall take their journey (Reuben, Gad, and Simeon). Then 
the third – those on the west moved (the camps of Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin). The 
fourth sounding those at the north (Dan, Asher, and Naphtali).

Thus was the signal set as the alarm for their journeys, when they should begin to 
march.

Verse 7. But to gather the congregation together – but not to move – the trumpets will 
be blown, but not as the alarm: an even and uninterrupted sound. The alarm was an unjoined 
and broken sounding.

Verse 8. The sons of Aaron, Eleazar and Ithamar, the priests shall blow their trumpets. 
They will be continued to be used to call for the assembly of the people "throughout their 
generations".

Verse 9. If there come enemies to oppress them, they are to be warred against – the 
alarm of the trumpets is to be sounded – both of them tara-tan-tara – to call the tribes 
together to fight the enemy; or a call to casting and humiliation, repentance and prayer, to 
seek the Lord's help and assistance, for salvation and victory. The third use of the trumpets.

Verse 10. The trumpets were also to be sounded in their gladness – as when victorious 
over their enemies, and in their sacred days: festivals, passover, pentecost, tabernacles; in 
their new moons (beginning of their months – the first day).

And over their burnt-offerings, and sacrifices of their peace offerings, expressing joy for
their acceptance, a memorial before your God. So saith the Lord their God!

Scriptures. Numbers 10:11-28.

The Israelites Depart from Sinai
11 ¶ And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, 
that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony.
12 And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the wilderness of Si'nai; and the 
cloud rested in the wilderness of Paran.
13 And they first took their journey according to the commandment of the LORD by the 
hand of Moses.
14 In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to 
their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab.
15 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Is'sachar was Nethan'e-el the son of 
Zu'ar.
16 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Zeb'ulun was Eli'ab the son of Helon.
17 ¶ And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Mera'ri 
set forward, bearing the tabernacle.
18 And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according to their armies: and 
over his host was Eli'zur the son of Shede'ur.
19 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelu'mi-el the son of 
Zurishad'dai.
20 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eli'asaph the son of Deu'el.
21 ¶ And the Ko'hathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary: and the other did set up the 
tabernacle against they came.
22 And the standard of the camp of the children of E'phra-im set forward according to 
their armies: and over his host was Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud.
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23 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Manas'seh was Gama'li-el the son of 
Pedah'zur.
24 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Benjamin was Ab'idan the son of Gide-
o'ni.
25 ¶ And the standard of the camp of the children of Dan set forward, which was the 
rearward of all the camps throughout their hosts: and over his host was Ahi-e'zer the son of 
Ammishad'dai.
26 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pag'i-el the son of Ocran.
27 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Naph'tali was Ahi'ra the son of Enan.
28 Thus were the journeyings of the children of Israel according to their armies, when they
set forward.

Commentary on Numbers 10:11-28.

Verse 11. In the 2nd year, 20th day of the 2nd month (Ijar): the cloud was taken up 
from the tabernacle of the testimony (the most holy place); higher above it: the signal to 
journey towards Canaan.

Verse 12. It was their time to leave the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud came to rest in
the wilderness of Paran. It had taken a 3 day journey. It was a desert, where the Israelites 
wandered 38 years.

Verse 13. Thus did they begin their first journey, according to the Lord's commandment
as directed by the hand of Moses. They were obedient thereto.

Verses 14-16. The first place – the standard of Judah. They led their armies; also with 
them, the armies of the tribes of Issachar and Zebulun. In charge was Nahshon son of 
Amminadab – captain-general of the tribe of Judah; Nathaneel over Issachar (verse 15); Eliab 
over the tribe of Zebulun. The same ones as set when their encampment order was settled 
(verse 16).

Verses 17-20. The tabernacle was taken down by the Levites, Aaron and his sons would 
take the holy vessel out of the holy place, packed and covered them as they had been directed.

The sons of Gershon and Merari set forth, carrying the tabernacle, with the use of 
wagons – right after the tribe of Judah.

Then of Reuben (verses 18,19,20) – the tabernacle born before him, the holy things, 
after him.

Verse 21. The Kohathites set forward after Reuben's camp, between that and the camp 
of Ephraim, carrying the sanctuary (the holy thing including the ark); also the candlestick, 
shewbread table, the two altars – carried by the poles, on their shoulders. When the cloud 
came to rest, the others set up the tabernacle and got it ready, so that when the Kohathites 
came up to them, they could at once put the holy things within then set them up in their 
proper places. Next followed the camp of Ephraim with Manasseh and Benjamin under them 
in verses 22,23,24, the same captains as in Numbers 2:18,20,20.

Verses 25-27. Next the standard of the camp of the children of Dan set forward – after 
that Ephraim – the last of all – the rear of all the camps. They were the most numerous next 
to Judah. They also included all those from the other camps – under age 20, and the women 
and children, weak and sickly people, all stragglers – under the standard of Asher and 
Naphtali (verses 26,27) over whom were the same captains as in chapter 2, verses 25,27,29.
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Verse 28. Thus were the journeys of the children of Israel: in this form and manner 
they marched. Thus did they set forward, according to their armies in order, this time and all 
other times, carefully observed by them. The army totaled approximately 500,000.

Scriptures. Numbers 10:29-36.

29 ¶ And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Ragu'el the Mid'i-anite, Moses' father-in-law, 
We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concerning Israel.
30 And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my 
kindred.
31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to 
encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.
32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the LORD shall 
do unto us, the same will we do unto thee.
33 ¶ And they departed from the mount of the LORD three days' journey: and the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting 
place for them.
34 And the cloud of the LORD was upon them by day, when they went out of the camp.
35 ¶ And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, LORD, and 
let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.
36 And when it rested, he said, Return, O LORD, unto the many thousands of Israel.

Commentary on Numbers 10:29-36.

Verse 29. It is thought that Hobab was the son of Jethro (also named Raguel) and 
brother of Zipporah Moses' wife. Moses offers him benefits if he goes with the Israelites to the 
land promised to them by the Lord – the land of Canaan. They will do good things for him.

Verse 30. At this time, his reply was: "I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, 
and to my kindred."

Verse 31. Moses entreated him not to leave at that time. He needs him to stay since they
are going to another place to camp in the wilderness. Moses wants him to be his eyes, to show 
them the way to go, to help them with any problems, to give them advice.

Verse 32. Moses further offered to share with him the goodness the Lord will give to the
Israelites. Later history records his children had later a settlement in Canaan.

Verse 33. Mt. Sinai was left, the Israelites took a 3 day journey to the wilderness of 
Paran: there the cloud rested. From there the spies were sent to Canaan, to return after 40 
days.

The ark of the covenant went before them on the journey, to search for a resting place 
for them.

Verse 34. The cloud of the Lord was upon them in the day when they went out of the 
camp.

Verse 35. When the ark was taken up, Moses spoke a prayer; rise up and scatter thyy 
enemies Lord, prepare those that hate Thee to flee before Thee, and they shall flee before 
Thee. The Israelites were in Paran, near to the Promised Land of Canaan.
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Verse 36. When the cloud rested, Moses stood and prayed: Return of the Lord unto the 
many thousands of Israel (600,000 footmen), plus the women and children.

End.
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Lesson XI

Numbers chapter 11.

Scriptures. Numbers 11:1-9.

The LORD Sends Quails
1 And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and 
his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that 
were in the uttermost parts of the camp.
2 And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was 
quenched.
3 And he called the name of the place Tab'erah: because the fire of the LORD burnt 
among them.
4 ¶ And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of 
Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?
5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the 
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic:
6 but now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, besides this manna, before our 
eyes.
7 ¶ And the manna was as coriander seed, and the color thereof as the color of bdellium.
8 And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a 
mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh 
oil.
9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.

Commentary on Numbers 11:1-9.

Verse 1. There were complainers, not being satisfied with limited diet (manna); even 
talking of what they left in Egypt and of going back there. These people were considered 
ungodly: it displeased the Lord. The Lord knew the secrets of their hearts. And the fire of the 
Lord burned among them and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp 
(the chief aggressors). The body of the people became terrified in repentance and fear.

Verse 2. The people cried out unto Moses; he prayed as intercessor for the people. As he
prayed the fire was quenched as a burning wind returned into the earth.

Verse 3. The place was thereby named Taberah (burning) because of the fire of the Lord
– to perpetuate its memory as the place the fire of the Lord had punished them for their sin: a 
reminder and warning.

Verse 4. A mixed multitude had come out of Egypt with the Israelites: proselytes to 
Jewish religion, or a diverse people who had joined them in hopes of sharing the blessings of 
their God. At this time they lusted after meat. This led to the children of Israel to also lust 
after meat as well – they wept, as children who don't get their way (as before over bread). 
Their faith was gone – no trust in God's providence or in Moses either: "and said, who shall 
give us flesh to eat?"

Verse 5. Their memories of the fish in Egypt – they had a great plenty to eat. They were 
plentiful from the Nile – so readily available at a small price.

Also the vegetables they enjoyed in Egypt are listed.
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Verse 6. Because of their lack of fresh food their bodies were dried away, half-starved. 
They had only this manna always before their eyes – said in disdain and contempt.

Verse 7. The manna is described as small and round and colored as a pearl.

Verse 8. The people went all around the camp and gathered it; they ground it in mills, 
or beat in a mortar with a pestle, and baked in pans. It had to be gathered in the morning, for 
it melted by the sun's heat and became a liquid. In the morning it was hard as a seed. They 
made cakes of it: the taste of fresh oil: a pleasant, nourishing, and fattening meal.

They were not drying up by eating it.

Verse 9. The dew fell on the camp at night, leaving a lean place for the manna to fall 
upon. Another dew fell upon the manna, which kept it cleaner, and from any vermin creeping 
upon it. All the people had to do, after a good night of rest, was get up and gather it. Their 
gratitude twas gone, only lust for what they didn't have (that they enjoyed in Egypt).

Scriptures. Numbers 11:10-20.

10 ¶ Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door 
of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased.
11 And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and 
wherefore have I not found favor in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people 
upon me?
12 Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto 
me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land 
which thou swarest unto their fathers?
13 Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, 
Give us flesh, that we may eat.
14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.
15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favor in 
thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.
16 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 
whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them 
unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee.
17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is 
upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, 
that thou bear it not thyself alone.
18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against tomorrow, and ye shall eat 
flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it 
was well with us in Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.
19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days;
20 but even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto 
you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, 
saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?

Commentary on Numbers 11:10-20.

Verse 10. A great clamor arose throughout the camp. Moses heard it. People were 
weeping, every man in the door of his tent – publicly – actually to excite the same 
unbecoming behavior – neither ashamed or restrained. This was great ingratitude, contempt 
of the manna the Lord had provided. "The anger of the Lord was kindled greatly." They now 
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hankered for what poor fare they had in Egypt. Moses was displeased greatly as well, with the 
people, and the great burden that he had to bear because of these people.

Verse 11. Moses spoke to the Lord: why had the Lord caused his servant such trouble 
and distress as head and governor over this people? He asks the Lord, "wherefore have I not 
found favor in thy sight?" He feels like the Lord is putting this burden of all this people on him
alone.

Verse 12. Has he begotten them as a father, or conceived them like a mother (all this 
people)? He is not their parents. He had not been able to carry them from place to place like a 
sucking child unto the land the Lord promised their fathers. He had delivered the 10 
Commandments of the Law to these, which was strict law with serious consequences.

Verse 13. Where was he going to be able to provide this meat to all this people? He 
seems to accept that it was all right for them to have what they desired. They had come to him 
with their weeping, asking for him to provide the flesh for them to eat.

Verse 14. He openly declares his inability to bear these people alone. He seems to feel 
sorry for them, not making them bear their ingratitude for all the Lord had for them, 
including the manna. It was too heavy for Moses.

Verse 15. Moses expresses his inability to carry the whole weight of governing the 
people, he prays for the Lord to put him out of his frustration and burdens of trying to do it 
alone, he would rather be killed immediately, one stroke now: this would be a kindness 
toward himself if he has found favor in the Lord's sight, he would consider this a kindness. He 
does not want to experience what he sees as his impending wretchedness, as afflicted with 
such an unbearable weight of governing, dealing with the complaints and demands, their sins 
and punishment.

Verse 16. The Lord told Moses in a kind and tender manner, and gives directions to 
help him and ease his frustrations.

"Gather 70 elder men of Israel (as 70 elders had gone up the mount with Moses 
(Exodus 24:1,9. They must be of good knowledge and understanding and wisdom and officers 
over them.

They were to b e brought to the tabernacle of the congregation to stand there with 
Moses.

Verse 17. The Lord will come down from heaven and talk with Moses there. He will take
of the Spirit which is upon Moses and give unto the men, each a part will put upon, from the 
same fountain and fulness of the Spirit, with the same gifts as Moses had been given. They 
thereby will be to also bear the burden of the people with Moses – he will not be alone in 
governing the people, hearing their complaints, and assist in all difficult and complicated 
matters.

Verse 18. Moses is given a message to tell the people – they are about to sanctify 
themselves – prepare for what the Lord is about to do tomorrow to them, according to His 
judgment for their weeping in the ears of the Lord wanting someone to give them flesh – that 
they had in abundance in Egypt. The Lord will give them flesh which they shall eat – to their 
shame and confusion.
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Verse 19. He will provide and they shall eat it: not one day, nor two or three, five nor 
ten nor twenty…

Verse 20. But an entire month – so much that they will vomit it from nausea, up and 
out of their noses and mouths. They had stuffed themselves with it and were then glutted with
it, it will be loathsome to them. This because they had despised the Lord Who was with them 
and provided the manna. They have wept before Him, complaining and questioning why they 
had come forth out of Egypt. They should have been always and continually thankful to the 
Lord.

Scriptures. Numbers 11:21-30.

21 And Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; 
and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of 
the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them?
23 And the LORD said unto Moses, Is the LORD's hand waxed short? thou shalt see now 
whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24 ¶ And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the LORD, and gathered the 
seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle.
25 And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that 
was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.
26 ¶ But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and 
the name of the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that 
were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy 
in the camp.
28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and 
said, My lord Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD's 
people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his Spirit upon them.
30 And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.

Commentary on Numbers 11:21-30.

Verse 21. Moses questions God's ability to provide for this great multitude of people 
600,000 footmen, flesh for an entire month. He had no idea how this could even be possible.

Verse 22. He suggests that even killing all the animals that they came out of Egypt with,
would not be enough to feed them for a month: their cattle, oxen, sheep. Then they would 
have none for sacrifices, or to breed when they came into the land of Canaan.

Or will all the fish of the area be gathered, yet will not be enough to feed all of them for 
a month.

Verse 23. The Lord spoke to Moses with a question – has the Lord's hand become short
– his power diminished. Since creation and all the miracles that brought this people out from 
Egypt, Moses was about to be shown whether or not the Lord will bring His Word to pass or 
not – and quite soon.

Verse 24. Moses went out of the tabernacle where he had been talking with the Lord 
about the complaining of the people and of himself as well.
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He then told the people the words of the Lord. This included the setting apart of the70 
men to help him in governing them, and God's promise to provide flesh for them on the 
morrow.

The 70 were set around the tabernacle in a complete circle, to be seen by all the people.

Verse 25. The Lord came down in a glorious cloud. He then spoke to Moses, and took of
Moses' spirit which was upon him, and gave a part to each of the 70 elders. As a result, when 
the spirit rested upon each one, they prophesied and did not cease – that day. This confirmed 
their calling to aid Moses and being set apart, approved by the Lord.

Verse 26. Two of the 70 did not leave the camp to come to the tabernacle: Eldad and 
Medad. The spirit rested upon them as it did to the rest of the 70, even though they didn't go 
to the outside of the tabernacle. But the spirit of God caused them to prophesy as did the 
others, but within the camp.

Verse 27. A young man from the camp ran when he heard them prophesy, to tell Moses 
that Eldad and Medad have done this in the camp. He did. Apparently they were known by 
their names to Moses and those with him.

Verse 28. Joshua, son of Nun, Moses' chief, young man, his principal servant; he 
suggested that Moses forbid them from speaking any more in public.

Verse 29. Moses suggests that he seems to be concerned that Moses' authority was 
going to be weakened because these two had not done this in his presence, or before the 
tabernacle, or among the rest of the elders.

Moses shows no envy in saying – wouldn't it be great if all the Lord's people were 
prophets – set apart to serve the Lord and be useful to him. So modest was Moses. All inspired
and spirit led people would be for the advantage of all the people, positive, upbuilding etc.

Verse 30. Moses and the chosen elders went into the camp.

Scriptures. Numbers 11:31-35.

31 ¶ And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let 
them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on 
the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the 
earth.
32 And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they 
gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all 
abroad for themselves round about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the 
LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great 
plague.
34 And he called the name of that place Kib'roth–hatta'avah: because there they buried 
the people that lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from Kib'roth–hatta'avah unto Haze'roth; and abode at 
Haze'roth.
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Commentary on Numbers 11:31-35.

Verse 31. The Lord sent a wind forth for the single purpose of bringing quails from the 
coasts of the Red Sea, and let them fall by the Israelites' camp – on all sides, about a mile from
their camp - a day's journey. They fell and lay one upon another in piles...

Verse 32. They fell in the morning and all that night, and another 36 hours.. The next 
day they gathered them. Those that gathered least gathered about 75 gallons worth. They 
spread them abroad for themselves all around the camp. It is thought they were dead and 
spread to be dried in the sun, being salted, to be eaten at a later time: the Vulgate says "and 
they dried them".

Verse 33. And when they got the flesh between their teeth, about to chew it, the wrath 
of the Lord was kindled against the people for their extreme lusting after the flesh, and 
despising the manna. He smote those people with a very great plague (thought to be fire from 
heaven because they had repeated their former sin even after so many blessings of the Lord).

One historian records the number 23,000 that perished at the time (Salpitius).

Verse 34. Moses called the place Kibroth-hattaavah (the graves of the lust) where the 
people that lusted were buried – ringleaders of the gluttony and intemperance.

Verse 35. The people journeyed unto Hazeroth for at least 7 days (next chapter) about 8
miles from Kibroth-hattaavah.
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Lesson XII

Numbers chapter 12.

Scriptures. Numbers 12:1-9.

Miriam and Aaron Speak against Moses
1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he
had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also 
by us? And the LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the
earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will 
make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and 
the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against
my servant Moses?
9 ¶ And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed.

Commentary on Numbers 12:1-9.

Verse 1. Miriam imitated speaking against Moses, Aaron was drawn into sin by her. 
Their issue with Moses was that he had chosen to marry an Ethiopian woman. It has been 
suggested that she had interfered in the choices of the 70 elders. And mostly they were upset 
with Moses because he had chosen the 70 without consulting their councils.

Verse 2. Problem number two: has the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? Has He not 
spoken by us (to Aaron also, in Egypt – he spoke well; Miriam is called a prophetess – Exodus 
14,27,15:20.

The Lord took notice of what they said: recognizing that they spoke against what He 
had ordered Moses to do, and which he did.

Verse 3. Moses was very meek; he would not have taken any offense or be hurt by their 
speaking like this; he would let it pass. But the Lord would not!

Verse 4. In His displeasure the Lord spoke suddenly to Moses, Aaron and Miriam. 
Apparently they were in Moses' tent. The Lord was to deal with this murmuring against Moses
before it might be spread among the people by Miriam and Aaron. He told them to come out, 
all three of them and go to the tabernacle. They three came out.

Verse 5. The Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud and stood in the door of the 
Tabernacle and called Aaron and Miriam to come near and hear what He had to say to them: 
they both came forth.

Verse 6. He said: "Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD 
will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream."
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Verse 7. Moses, His servant is not so treated. He is very special, faithful in all the Lord's
dwelling places, here especially the house of Israel, even including all the laws and ordinances,
as well as the very tabernacle where they now stood.

Verse 8. He will speak face to face (mouth to mouth) with Moses. A friendly, familiar 
manner, in plain words – not in dark speeches (parables, allegories, dark visions etc). He will 
also be able to see in the Shechinah (His back parts on the Mt).

Why were they not afraid to speak against His servant, Moses (or any of His servants). 
Who was honored by the Lord above His other prophets and servants).

Verse 9. The Lord's anger was aroused against them. He left the door of the tabernacle. 
He was finished delivering this rebuke. He did not wish to hear any words from them.

Scriptures. Numbers 12:10-16.

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, 
wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of 
his mother's womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.
14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be 
ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be 
received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till 
Miriam was brought in again.
16 And afterward the people removed from Haze'roth, and pitched in the wilderness of 
Paran.

Commentary on Numbers 12:10-16.

Verse 10. And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle: at some distance above the 
most holy place – where it used to stay. This emphasized the Lord's displeasure with Miriam 
and Aaron.

And it became obvious that Miriam was now leprous – she appeared white as snow. A 
sign from the Lord that it was incurable. And Aaron looked to her and saw her leprosy, and as 
he was responsible to pronounce her so. Which must have been devastating to him.

Verse 11. Aaron spoke unto Moses, asking him in reverence and respect as his brother 
and boss, to not lay this sin on both of them (the punishment thereof). He is asking Moses to 
intercede with the Lord for mercy admitting their foolishness – they had sinned but only 
through weakness and ignorance, not purposely or with malice. He hoped it would be 
forgiven. Let her not be shut up and excluded from all of society as if dead. It appeared that 
her flesh was already almost half consumed. Who would soon be dead If not miraculously 
cured. This seems as bad as a still-born child – his flesh half-consumed when he comes from 
his mother's womb.

Verse 13. Moses cried unto the Lord with a loud voice, appealing for mercy from his 
heart, saying, "Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee." Moses had all faith that God's power 
could immediately heal her, and none other could.
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Verse 14. The Lord spoke unto Moses – if her own father had but spat in her face, the 
token of anger and displeasure over her misbehavior in some form to be seen by all, that she 
should not be shunned, to hide herself for 7 days. Her heavenly Father had spat in her face 
with white leprosy. She is to be shut out from the camp 7 days. After that, she would be let 
back in, into society, family and friends.

Verse 15. So Miriam was shut out 7 days. No doubt she was healed at once at Moses' 
prayer, but was punished for her sin by the separation for seven days. The people did not 
journey while she was out of the camp, but waited until she was back in the camp with them.

Verse 16. After the 7 days the people left Hazeroth. The cloud returned to the 
tabernacle, and then having been taken up – was the signal to journey; the camps of all Israel, 
in their, order, packed and then moved unto the wilderness of Paran, in a place called 
Rithmah (chapter 32:18) 8 miles from Hazeroth.

It was from hence they sent spies to observe the land of promise, in the next chapter: 
13.

end!
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Lesson XIII

Numbers chapter 13. Twelve sent into Canaan.

Scriptures. Numbers 13:1-16.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children
of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the wilderness of Paran:
all those men were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: Of the tribe of Reuben, Shammu'a the son of Zaccur.
5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephun'neh.
7 Of the tribe of Is'sachar, Igal the son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of E'phra-im, Oshe'a the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zeb'ulun, Gad'di-el the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manas'seh, Gaddi the son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Am'mi-el the son of Gemal'li.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naph'tali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geu'el the son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses 
called Oshe'a the son of Nun, Jehosh'u-a.

Commentary on Numbers 13:1-16.

Verse 1. Still in the wilderness of Paran, the Lord spoke unto Moses.

Verse 2. The Jews take the idea of sending spies to go through the promised land as 
from the Israelites, who proposed this idea to Moses, who then brought the case to the Lord. 
The Lord did not command them to do so; He gave them permission to search it out. He had 
given this land to them in a promise, and had now brought them to the borders of it.

The Lord told Moses: Send thou men to search the land of Canaan, which I give unto 
the children of Israel. A man from every tribe of their fathers (12 brothers). Levi was separate. 
The two sons of Joseph made up the twelve. Men of honor and maturity, captains over their 
several tribes.

Verse 3. And Moses, as the word from the Lord, sent them from Paran, all were heads 
of the children of Israel.

Verse 4. From here to the end of verse 15 are the names listed: Their names, whose 
sons they were, of what tribe. The order: two by two, in the order they were sent. Only two 
names are also mentioned hereafter. All the other names and their parents' names are not 
elsewhere in the Biblical record (verses 4-15).

Verse 16. These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land: This, 
so that their names recorded here records the disgrace of 10. Only two are to be honored: 
Joshua and Caleb.
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Scriptures. Numbers 13:17-25.

17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up 
this way southward, and go up into the mountain:
18 and see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be 
strong or weak, few or many;
19 and what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they 
be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strongholds;
20 and what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. 
And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the 
first ripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as 
men come to Hamath.
22 And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahi'man, She'shai, and 
Tal'mai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zo'an in 
Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one 
cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the 
children of Israel cut down from thence.
25 ¶ And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.

Commentary on Numbers 13:17-25.

Verse 17. Moses sent them to spy out the Land of Canaan: from Kadesh Barnea – up the
hill southward (the southern part of Canaan (later belonged to Judah). It was inhabited by the
Amorites.

Verse 18. They were to observe the land and the people that lived there. Get the gist of 
the place and what kind of people they were – whether they would be easy or difficult, few or 
many, practical to subdue; any or how many able-bodied men for fighting, or not.

Verse 19. And what the land is like: the air, the climate, well-watered, springs, 
fountains, rivers, all wholesome and healthy. And their dwellings: tents, in villages, or in 
fortified cities.

Verse 20. And observe the soil: rich and fertile, or poor and barren. Whether it was 
fruitful, this being the time of year for first-fruits. Observe whether they be fit or lean, plump 
and juicy: grapes, olives, etc. Was it a land flowing and milk and honey or not.

Also notice the wood, timber for building, for fuel.
Be of good courage, the providence of God would bring them safely through. This 

would greatly encourage the rest of the Israelites.
They are to bring samples of the fruit - to also encourage the people to go up and 

possess it.
The time of the first ripe grapes.

Verse 21. So they went up and searched the land, as they were instructed to do. They 
went from the wilderness of Paran, called Zin (meaning full of thorns) to Rehob: from the 
west to the east (to the Mediterranean Sea) to the way to Hamath.

198

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 22. They went back, southward, on the way to their camp in Kadesh. They came 
by Hebron to the hill country of Judea. It is observed that the spies had gone separately, 
individually by twos. It was there that the cluster of grapes was carried back to their camp.

This was the place where Anak and his 3 sons lived, they were considered giants.
Hebron claimed to be more ancient than the city of Zoan in Egypt (over 2,300 years 

old).

Verse 23. They came to the brook of Eshcol, in a valley near Hebron. Here they cut 
down one cluster of grapes. They carried it between two men upon a staff, to bring the whole 
for the Israelites to see.

Other men brought pomegranates and figs.

Verse 24. It was later named Eshcol after the cluster of grapes were cut from there.

Verse 25. After 40 days they returned from searching of the land.

Scriptures. Numbers 13:26-33.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them,
and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely
it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and 
very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.
29 The Amal'ekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jeb'usites, and 
the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of
Jordan.
30 ¶ And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it.
31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for
they are stronger than we.
32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the 
children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great 
stature.
33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were 
in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

Commentary on Numbers 13:26-33.

Verse 26. When they came back to the camp of Israel, they went directly to Moses and 
Aaron, and the leaders also gathered together to hear their report. They were still in the 
wilderness of Paran – Kadesh.

The twelve related their accounts of their tour through the land of Canaan, what they 
had observed, dealt with, and they had also, as per instructions, brought back: samples of the 
fruit of the land (grapes, pomegranates, and figs).

Verse 27. It is assumed that this account was delivered as the agreed report of 10 of the 
men. That Caleb and Joshua were not in agreement with their negative report.
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The 10 described the land, as flowing with milk and honey as the Lord described it in 
exodus 3:8). and the fruitfulness of it – the examples they brought back with them.

Verse 28. Now the "nevertheless": the people who dwell there are strong. They had 
observed very large men, appearing like men of courage and strength. This reported as being 
an obstacle to going in to possess the land.

Their cities were large and had walls around them. This was a formidable obstacle to 
any easy or short time of conquest or attack.

In addition they had seen the children of Anak, the giant, whose reputation and stories 
about them, they and all Israel had heard.

Verse 29. The Amelikites lived in the south, near where the Israelites were camped, as 
where they came to enter Canaan. They were also enemies of Israel, and would, no doubt, 
oppose their entrance into Canaan (which they did in chapter 14:43,45).

Also the Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites live in the mountains, and guard all they 
posses.

The Amorites possessed the mountains on the border of the land, next to the Israelites' 
present camp (Deuteronomy 1:20). The Canaanites lived on the shore of the Mediterranean 
Sea on the west, and the border of the Dead Sea of the east of the land (the coast of Jordan). 
Both impossible by the Israelites.

Verse 30. Apparently – the above reports were causing much negative reactions among 
the crowd that had listened to the 10. They began murmuring against Moses and his bringing 
them out from Egypt, into a wilderness and so forth.

Caleb now spoke up and stilled the people, and signified that he had something to say 
to them. He said: "Let us go up at once, and possess it..." With God's promise, Who is faithful 
and has power to carry it out. "...we are well able to overcome it." They had an experienced, 
well-organized army with over 600,000 men and their captains and commanders.

Verse 31. But the 10 that went up with Caleb and Joshua, said that they were not able to
go up against these people. They judged them as too large in size.

Verse 32. These 10 men had brought an evil report of the land they had searched, unto 
the children of Israel. Their story had changed: now they go against their former statements 
about the "land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof". Now, it was barren and unfruitful. 
Now, all the men they saw were of a great stature, above the common measure.

Verse 33. And they saw giants there: sons of Anak. They did not limit the location (as 
only in Hebron did they see the 3 sons of Anak. This left the idea that they saw them 
throughout the land.

Now they expressed how small they felt when seeing these giants: as grasshoppers. And
also we must have appeared as small insects in their sight, as insignificant. Case closed!
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Lesson XIV

Numbers chapter 14.

Scriptures. Numbers 14:1-12.

The People Rebel against the LORD
1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the 
whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or 
would God we had died in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our 
wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?
4 ¶ And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of 
the children of Israel.
6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, which were of them that 
searched the land, rent their clothes:
7 and they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which 
we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.
8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land 
which floweth with milk and honey.
9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are 
bread for us: their defense is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.
10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones.
¶ And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel.
11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long 
will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have showed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a 
greater nation and mightier than they.

Commentary on Numbers 14:1-12.

Verse 1. As a result of the report of the 10 spies to those that were with Moses and 
Aaron, the leaders and elders of the people, and quickly spread throughout the camp, the 
murmuring escalated into a general outcry, loud and distressing: "and the people wept that 
night".

Verse 2. They also directed their distress against Moses and Aaron. They (the leaders 
closest to them) blamed them for this situation. They say they would be better off if they died 
in Egypt. Their children would have enjoyed what they had there. Now the Canaanites would 
take everything they had. Or they would be better off if they died in the wilderness where they 
were now.

Verse 3. Their murmuring now turns to blaming God – in spite of all the miracles that 
He provided to get them safely to this place, but that His intention was only to get them to this
place to be killed by the sword of the Canaanites; and their wives and children would also be 
their prey. Wouldn't they be better off returning to Egypt?

Verse 4. They were ready to choose another leader to take them back to Egypt. As if 
they could expect a peaceful reception by the Egyptians.
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Verse 5. Then Moses and Aaron fell on their face before the people, showing their shock
at the people's ingratitude and rejection of all God had done for them. And their blindness to 
their own sins and follies.

It could also have indicated a posture of prayer to the Divine Majesty for their 
repentance and seeking forgiveness. They did this in front of the entire assembly of the people
of Israel.

Verse 6. Two rose up: Caleb and Joshua, the two spies that had also searched out the 
land. They had heard all others report. They felt obligated to seriously contradict what others 
had said as false, which now had caused the mutiny of the people. It was their duty to do all 
they could to stop it. They tore their clothes, showing their deep sorrow for what had 
happened to the people, knowing that the people had openly sinned against their God, their 
blasphemy and ingratitude. They dreaded the possibility of His wrath.

Verse 7. They spoke unto all the crowd that could hear them: The land they passed 
through was a good land (exceeding good). They were two of the 12 that had gone through it 
and disagreed with the 10 that had given the evil report.

Verse 8. They must not rebel against the Lord, for He brought them here to also bring 
them into this land, and give it to them as promised: a land flowing with milk and honey.

Verse 9. Their previous murmuring and crying out is the only thing that could prevent 
them from entering the land. They don't need either to fear the people. They are in the Lord's 
hands, they are bread for us, easy to be cut in pieces and eaten up; all they have will then be 
ours to enjoy and live plentifully. Their defense is gone from them: no heart or spirit, or 
courage to defend themselves. And the Lord is with us.

He is mightier than their size or strength,, or the walls of their cities.

Verse 10. The reaction of the crowd was to stone them, then and there: Caleb and 
Joshua. The leaders were stirring up the crowd to stone them.

At this point the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle, in front of all the people 
(above the tabernacle). It has been suggested that some flashes of lightning came forth 
(coruscations) to keep the people from doing any evil deeds.

Verse 11. Out of the cloud, covering the tabernacle, the Lord spoke unto Moses: "How 
long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs 
which I have showed among them?"

Unbelief was their sin, which they have been guilty of over a long time and after, which 
now led to murmuring and rebellion. And this in spite of all the miraculous signs He has 
showed among them: in Egypt, the Red Sea, the wilderness. Tehy were eye-witnesses and yet 
disbelieve His Word, and His promises.

Verse 12. The Lord will smite them with pestilence and disinherit them. This would 
keep them from inhabiting the land. This was done immediately to the 10 spies who brought 
the evil report of the good land.

This was partly to draw out Moses for his reaction, and threatening to the people – to 
wake them up to face their sin and need for repentance.

Then if they object – He will make Moses' descendants as great or greater, a more 
powerful nation than Israel was now. This would test Moses' affection for the Israelites, or his 
own independent spirit.
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Scriptures. Numbers 14:13-20.

13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou 
broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;)
14 and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have heard that thou LORD 
art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over 
them, and that thou goest before them, by daytime in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire 
by night.
15 Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the 
fame of thee will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto 
them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my LORD be great, according as thou hast 
spoken, saying,
18 The LORD is long-suffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, 
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy 
mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.

God's Punishment on Israel
20 ¶ And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word:

Commentary on Numbers 14:13-20.

Verse 13. Moses' reply was abrupt – what about the Egyptians hearing about it: the 
children of Israel smitten by a pestilence by the hand of their God. The Egyptians experienced 
many of their people killed by the Lord.

The Lord had brought this people with great miracles from among them with power. 
They had been visitors, and slaves among them.

The Egyptians would rejoice.

Verse 14. And the Egyptians would tell the Canaanites (who they had relations with for 
generations). Their basic message would be that the Lord was among his people, they see Thee
face to face (by Moses), that thy cloud stands over them, guides them day by day, guides them 
by a pillar of fire by night in their journeys. This was to thine honor and glory.

Verse 15. If, however, you kill all this people at one time, all the nations that have heard
your fame, so blessing this people of Israel, what would they be bound to say of thee?

Verse 16. The conclusion would be that You wouldn't actually be able to bring this 
people into the land You promised by oath that You would. It would be assumed that this was 
the reason He destroyed them in the wilderness. This shows Moses' greatest concern for the 
Lord's glory not his own.

Verse 17. Moses requests the Lord to now show forth his almighty power, even in 
showing His grace and mercy in forgiving this wayward people his power exceeds the 
ingratitude of the people – even as the Lord hast spoken:
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Verse 18. The Lord is long-suffering toward all humans, and of great mercy; forgiving 
bad deeds, disobedience to the law, all sorts of sin.

But by no means clearing the guilty – visiting their sins unto the children to the 3rd and
4th generations. But not to the extent of having no posterity to inhabit the land.

Verse 19. The request is: Please in Thy Great Mercy, Pardon the iniquities of the people.
Indeed the Lord had to forgive the people almost countless times since they were in 

Egypt, even until now, since they had continually sinned against the Lord. (Consider: 
murmurings for water, bread, meat, and the greatest one of idolatry of worshiping the golden 
calf.)

Verse 20. The Lord replied: "I have pardoned according to thy word". He is ready to 
forgive (the response to the effectual and fervent prayer of a righteous man.)

Scriptures. Numbers 14:21-35.

21 but as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt
and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to 
my voice;
23 surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of 
them that provoked me see it:
24 but my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me 
fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the Amal'ekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) Tomorrow turn you, and 
get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.
26 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27 How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.
28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so 
will I do to you:
29 your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness, and all that were numbered of you, 
according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured 
against me,
30 doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell 
therein, save Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, and Joshua the son of Nun.
31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall 
know the land which ye have despised.
32 But as for you, your carcasses, they shall fall in this wilderness.
33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your 
whoredoms, until your carcasses be wasted in the wilderness.
34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day 
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of 
promise.
35 I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are 
gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall 
die.
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Commentary on Numbers 14:21-35.

Verse 22. These men have seen His glory, power, wisdom, kindness, faithfulness, 
always true... now even to the borders of the promised land of Canaan, miracles by the hand of
Moses in Egypt, before Pharaoh and his court, and the plagues, then in the wilderness, manna
and quail, water out of the rock. These people have tempted the Lord now 10 times: 2 at the 
sea, 2 about water, 2 over manna, 2 over quail, 1 by the golden calf, 1 in the wilderness of 
Paran (the last and present temptation). They have not listened to His voice – neither to His 
promise or His command (this last – to go up and possess the land).

Verse 23. It is certain that they will not see the land promised to their fathers! Those 
that provoked Him by the false and misleading report of the land; their unbelief, their 
murmurings, and open rebellion and mutiny.

Verse 24. Caleb, His servant, brought a true, good report; he had quieted the people at 
their beginning to murmur, and with Joshua had tried to quiet them down afterwards.

He had a spirit of faith, and deep respect of the Lord, and courage and strength; 
truthful and faithful. He brought a true report, believed the promise of God: the opposite of 
the bad and false ones the others brought. He has followed the Lord completely, obeyed the 
rules and directions given him. The Lord will bring him into the Land where he went and his 
descendants will possess it.

Verse 25. AT that time the Amalekites and Amorites dwelt in the valley. Their usual 
habitation was in the mountain, but now they had come down and sat in ambush, lying in wait
for the children of Israel. This was the Lord's warning to them, and giving the following 
directions to safety - tomorrow, turn about, go the opposite way, to the wilderness on the way 
towards the Red Sea.

Verse 26. Aaron is called along with Moses, and the Lord repeats His message which 
was given previously to only Moses when he interceded that God pardon the people.

Verse 27. The question: How long will He be with this evil, murmuring congregation? 
They did this against Moses, Aaron, and against the Lord Himself.

Verse 28. They are to speak the following words of the lord to these people: what they 
have wished for so will He do unto them.

Verse 29. Their carcasses shall drop in this wilderness (which they expressed in verse 
2). All that were numbered: exempting the Levites. From 20 years old upward, for these had 
murmured against the Lord.

Verse 30. The Lord had promised this land to the ancestors of this people, but these 
present people are promised: they will not come into this land of Canaan. Only Caleb, and 
Joshua, who had brought the true and good report, would come into the Promised Land.

Verse 31. But their little ones (under 20), which they said would be a prey of the 
Canaanites, they will know the land that they have despised. They shall possess it and know its
goodness with delight and pleasure. But those that believed the spies had rejected it, with 
loathing and disapproval.
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Verse 32. But as for them: their dead bodies shall drop to the ground: in that way only 
will they know this wilderness (which they had expressed a wish for – verse 2).

Verse 33. Their children shall wander in the wilderness 40 years. They were around 1 
and 1/2 years out of Egypt. This time will be their punishment for their whoredoms: their 
idolatries (the worst was the golden calf), their other sins – their rebellious murmuring. This 
will last until the last body drops dead in this wilderness.

Verse 34. This is measured by the numbers of days the spies searched the land: 40: 
each day for a year. They shall bear their iniquities even 40 years. They will experience the evil
consequence of their murmuring against the Lord. People break their promises. They will 
experience the truth of the Lord's promise – always carried out.

Verse 35. The Lord's promise: what He has said, He will surely do to the evil 
congregation, who had gathered together against Him, and against his ministers: Moses and 
Aaron. They shall die and be consumed in this wilderness.

Scriptures. Numbers 14:36-45.

The Death of the Ten Evil Spies
36 ¶ And the men which Moses sent to search the land, who returned, and made all the 
congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander upon the land,
37 even those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague 
before the LORD.
38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, which were of the men 
that went to search the land, lived still.

The Defeat of Israel at Hormah
39 ¶ And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of Israel: and the people mourned 
greatly.
40 And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up into the top of the mountain, 
saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we 
have sinned.
41 And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the LORD? but 
it shall not prosper.
42 Go not up, for the LORD is not among you; that ye be not smitten before your enemies.
43 For the Amal'ekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and ye shall fall by the 
sword: because ye are turned away from the LORD, therefore the LORD will not be with you.
44 But they presumed to go up unto the hilltop: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, and Moses, departed not out of the camp.
45 Then the Amal'ekites came down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and 
smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.

Commentary on Numbers 14:36-45.

Verse 36. 10 of those Moses sent, who brought back an evil report of the land, and 
murmured against Moses and caused the whole congregation to murmur...

Verse 37. Those 10 spies were immediately killed by the Lord: a pestilence, or a flash of 
lightning, or some other manner: they were killed by the Lord.
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Verse 38. The 2 men, Caleb and Joshua, who had been sent to spy out the land lived 
still. They would enter and later possess the good land.

Verse 39. Moses proceeded to tell the children of Israel their punishment of murmuring
against the Lord. All of them, 20 years old and upward, will die in the wilderness, never see or 
enter the Land of Canaan. The people mourned greatly, It was a worldly sorrow that works 
death: not a goodly sorrow, or true repentance for their sin.

Verse 40. Apparently, few were able to sleep soundly that night, they rose up early in 
the morning: now they were in great haste to go up and possess the land of Canaan (as they 
were before to go back to Egypt). Their answer to their sin was to go ahead and do what they 
had murmured against even to Moses, Aaron, and the Lord: they would just get up and go into
the Promised Land.

Verse 41. Moses reacted - they were again turning against the Lord's last 
commandment to them – to turn back into the wilderness near the Red Sea. He tells them 
that if they try this, it will not work out in their favor.

Verse 42. For certain, the Lord was not with them! If they go they will not succeed, they
will be defeated by their enemies.

Verse 43. The Amalekites and Canaanites are there, right in front of you. They are 
prepared to kill you by the sword – no defense by the Lord will be with you. They turned away 
from the Lord – He will not be with you.

Verse 44. They, in again rejecting the Lord's council and command, they presumed to 
go on to the top of the hill. Their confidence was only in their own strength. They got up, it 
was still dark, armed themselves and went up.

The cloud had not moved above the tabernacle, the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
Moses did not leave the camp.

Verse 45. The Amalekites came down with the Canaanites and fought them with the 
sword to their destruction in large numbers to Hormah – the name meaning destruction given
for this event at this place. Their carcasses dropped in that place in the wilderness.
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Lesson XV

Numbers chapter 15.

Scriptures. Numbers 15:1-12.

Laws concerning Offerings
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land of 
your habitations, which I give unto you,
3 and will make an offering by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in 
performing a vow, or in a freewill offering, or in your solemn feasts, to make a sweet savor 
unto the LORD, of the herd, or of the flock:
4 then shall he that offereth his offering unto the LORD bring a meat offering of a tenth 
deal of flour, mingled with the fourth part of a hin of oil.
5 And the fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering shalt thou prepare with the 
burnt offering or sacrifice, for one lamb.
6 Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat offering two tenth deals of flour, mingled 
with the third part of a hin of oil.
7 And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third part of a hin of wine, for a sweet savor
unto the LORD.
8 And when thou preparest a bullock for a burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in performing 
a vow, or peace offerings unto the LORD;
9 then shall he bring with a bullock a meat offering of three tenth deals of flour, mingled 
with half a hin of oil.
10 And thou shalt bring for a drink offering half a hin of wine, for an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savor unto the LORD.
11 ¶ Thus shall it be done for one bullock, or for one ram, or for a lamb, or a kid.
12 According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according to 
their number.

Commentary on Numbers 15:1-12.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke unto Moses, in the aftermath of all that took place following 
the spies' report, the murmuring and the Lord: pronouncements against them, the Lord gives 
the following encouragement for Moses to tell the people.

Verse 2. Moses was to speak to the younger of the people those under 20 those that 
were going to possess the Promised Land. The Lord promises that He will give the land to 
them, and they will come unto the land to take up residence: settlements, dwelling places 
therein.

Verse 3. At that time they will make an offering, a burnt-offering: the first partly burnt, 
part eaten by the priests; the latter wholly burnt. Also peace-offerings; some for thanksgiving, 
or a vow for free-will offering. Also the passover, and pentecost, and so forth. To make a sweet
savour unto the Lord, of the herd or of the flock.

Verse 4. He that brings either kind just mentioned, will bring a meat-offering of a 10th-
deal of flour; about 3 quarts of flour, 1 quart of oil mingled together (a bread offering).
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Verse 5. A quart of wine of the grapes, for a drink-offering, to go along with the various 
offerings. Especially the burnt-offering or sacrifice, for one lamb.

Verse 6. And for a ram offering; the bread offering: 6 quarts of flour, 1 quart of oil.

Verse 7. For a drink-offering, a quart of wine, for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

Verse 8. And when preparing a bullock for a burnt-offering for a sacrifice in performing
a vow, or a peace-offering unto the Lord;

Verse 9. With the bullock – bread offering; nine quarts of flour, 2 quarts of oil.

Verse 10. For a drink offering, 2 quarts of wine; for an offering made by fire of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord.

Verse 11. This shall be done for one bullock, the proper quantities of flour, oil, and 
wine.

For one bullock, one ram, or one young of the flock within a year old, a lamb or kid.

Verse 12. According to the number prepared, each one the proper number according to 
the number of the quantity of the cattle, so the quantity of the meat and drink offerings.

Scriptures. Numbers 15:13-21.

13 All that are born of the country shall do these things after this manner, in offering an 
offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD.
14 And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever be among you in your generations, 
and will offer an offering made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD; as ye do, so he shall 
do.
15 One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger that 
sojourneth with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye are, so shall the stranger 
be before the LORD.
16 One law and one manner shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with 
you.
17 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
18 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land 
whither I bring you,
19 then it shall be, that, when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye shall offer up a heave 
offering unto the LORD.
20 Ye shall offer up a cake of the first of your dough for a heave offering: as ye do the heave
offering of the threshingfloor, so shall ye heave it.
21 Of the first of your dough ye shall give unto the LORD a heave offering in your 
generations.

Commentary on Numbers 15:13-21.

Verse 13. All Israelites should bring their meat and drink offerings with their sacrifices 
in the quantities as instructed in the preceding verses: in an offering made by fire, a sweet 
savour unto the Lord.
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Verse 14. A stranger, or proselyte of righteousness, whether settled and continued 
among them or only stayed a while: if they wish to offer a burnt-offering or a peace-offering, 
as ye do, so he shall do.

Verse 15. One ordinance for you of the congregation and also for the stranger that stays 
with you. That is an ordinance forever, generation to generation until the Messiah comes. Ye 
and the stranger shall be so before the Lord.

Verse 16. One law for sacrifices and how they are to be offered: for Israelites and 
proselytes.

Verse 17. The Lord continues to speak to Moses.

Verse 18. He is to speak the following unto the children of Israel: when they come into 
Canaan (the land whither I bring you). This to encourage them – He will bring them into it.

Verse 19. At that time when you eat the bread of that land, you shall offer up a heave-
offering.

The old corn of the land, the Israelites first ate when they entered into it (Joshua 
5:11,12).

Verse 20. The heave-offering – made of the first dough of the threshed corn, winnowed 
and ground, they were to make a cake to offer unto the Lord.

Verse 21. The first of the dough shall be given to the Lord: acknowledging His 
sovereignty, possessor of heaven and earth and of Canaan in particular, for them: for 
thankfulness. The cake to be heaved: towards Him in heaven. Every year of their first dough it 
was done every year, without end.

Scriptures. Numbers 15:22-31.

22 ¶ And if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments, which the LORD 
hath spoken unto Moses,
23 even all that the LORD hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day that 
the LORD commanded Moses, and henceforward among your generations;
24 then it shall be, if aught be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of the 
congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt offering, for a 
sweet savor unto the LORD, with his meat offering, and his drink offering, according to the 
manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering.
25 And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a 
sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD, for their 
ignorance:
26 and it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the stranger 
that sojourneth among them; seeing all the people were in ignorance.
27 ¶ And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year 
for a sin offering.
28 And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he 
sinneth by ignorance before the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven
him.
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29 Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born 
among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them.
30 But the soul that doeth aught presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a 
stranger, the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his 
people.
31 Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, 
that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.

Commentary on Numbers 15:22-31.

Verse 22. Any error, missing the mark, any deviation from God's commandments; even 
any that were delivered by the Lord unto Moses.

Verse 23. Even all that the Lord hath commanded them by the hand of Moses: recorded
in this book and the two preceding: whether moral, ceremonial, or judicial: from the day that 
the Lord commanded Moses, from that time onward in your generations. And any that He 
should hereafter command.

Verse 24. If any such aberration, committed in ignorance by the congregation, then 
they shall offer one young bullock for a burnt-offering unto the Lord. This with the meat-
offering and drink offering according to the manner proscribed; and one kid of the goats for a 
sin-offering – though mentioned last, was offered first – a sacrifice for sin- the burnt-offering 
as thankfulness of the acceptance of the other offerings.

Verse 25. The priest will make the atonement for all the congregation of the children of 
Israel; and it shall be forgiven them (as Christ would do also for the Lord's people: His atoning
sacrifice for them). They shall be forgiven them, the sin of ignorance.

Verse 26. Thus shall they be forgiven them (all the congregation), and the stranger 
staying with them – this since all acted in ignorance.

Verse 27. If any individual should sin in ignorance in any of the above commands, then 
he shall bring a she-goat of the first year for a sin offering. This was different from what the 
congregation had to bring.

Verse 28. The priest shall make atonement for the individual that sinneth ignorantly.

Verse 29. The law was the same for Israelites and strangers who sinned ignorantly.

Verse 30. But any who does so in a prideful, haughty or insolent way in public, fearing 
neither God or man. This is open contempt of God and defiance of His Laws: that soul shall be
cut off from his people: by the immediate hand of God, or by the civil magistrate convicting 
him. No sacrifice, no atonement was to be made, or forgiveness to be had.

Verse 31. This because he has openly shown blasphemy upon the word of the Lord; he 
has wantonly broken His Commandments. He shall be cut off, his sins remain upon him, he is 
not forgiven.
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Scriptures. Numbers 15:32-41.

The Stoning of a Sabbath Breaker
32 ¶ And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that 
gathered sticks upon the sabbath day.
33 And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto
all the congregation.
34 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him.
35 And the LORD said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp.
36 And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, 
and he died; as the LORD commanded Moses.

Fringes on Garments
37 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of 
the borders a ribband of blue:
39 and it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 
commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and 
your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:
40 that ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.
41 I am the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I 
am the LORD your God.

Commentary on Numbers 15:32-41.

Verse 32. This is the account of a presumptuous sinner; a man who gathered sticks 
upon the day of the sabbath, binding them in bundles for fuel in the wilderness.

Verse 33. Those that found him gathering sticks, admonished him, but he would not 
desist. For that reason they brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and the 70 elders. On the day
following the sabbath they brought him.

Verse 34. They put him in lock-up (in ward). They had to consider what manner of 
death he should die.

Verse 35. The Lord responded to Moses' inquiry about this affair: he shall surely be put 
to death. (Exodus 35:2,3.) He shall be stoned by all the congregation outside of the camp.

Verse 36. Those in charge brought him without the camp, stoned him to death, as the 
Lord had commanded Moses.

Verse 37. The Lord spoke unto Moses, saying,

Verse 38. He is to speak to the children of Israel: specifically (all except women and 
children): they are all to make fringes in the borders of their garments. The fringes were 
white, the borders were kept and bound by a blue ribbon, which kept the ring tight and close.

Verse 39. The fringes are for the purpose to remind them, every time they notice it, they
will remember all the commandments of the Lord, to do them. To remind: to practice. Which 
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ever way they looked they were bound to see them: the white parts – purity and holiness; the 
blue-sky-colored: to remind them of their heavenly origin.

All this to help them: to not seek only after their own lusts, of the eyes, and of the flesh. 
"After which ye used to go a whoring."

This points to idolatry as a past sin as well.

Verse 40. Repeated to emphasize: that ye may remember to do all the Lord's 
commandment – and thereby be holy unto their God.

They were to honor, glorify, by living holy lives, and conversation, keeping His laws as 
in His presence, and in His sight.

Verse 41. I am the Lord your god, which brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your
God. They were under total obligation to Him for their past, present, and future. They were 
obligated to him for all things and all times.

End.
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Lesson XVI

Numbers chapter 16.

Scriptures. Numbers 16:1-11.

Korah's Rebellion
1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and 
Abi'ram, the sons of Eli'ab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:
2 and they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and 
fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:
3 and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto 
them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and
the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the 
LORD?
4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face:
5 and he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even tomorrow the LORD 
will show who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him 
whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him.
6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company;
7 and put fire therein, and put incense in them before the LORD tomorrow: and it shall 
be that the man whom the LORD doth choose, he shall be holy: ye take too much upon you, ye
sons of Levi.
8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi:
9 seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from 
the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of 
the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them?
10 And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: 
and seek ye the priesthood also?
11 For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the 
LORD: and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him?

Commentary on Numbers 16:1-11.

Verse 1. Kohath, great grandson of Levi, gathered together a party, princes of the 
assembly, sons of Reuben.

Verse 2. They rose up against Moses, openly, in public, boldly: 250 princes of the 
several tribes, of high esteem among the people.

Verse 3. They came together and went as a group to Moses and Aaron, to confront 
them: They said unto them, that they have taken too much authority and responsibility over 
the people: Moses acting as "king" ruling, and Aaron as high priest over the Levites and 
priests, and all the people of Israel.

They propose that all the congregation is holy, every one of them. And the Lord is 
among them. Therefore it is presumptuous of Moses and Aaron to "lift themselves above the 
congregation of the Lord." This must be recognized as great vanity and pride of Moses and 
Aaron to put themselves up to rule over all the people.

Verse 4. When Moses heard all this, he fell on his face: certainly shocked at their 
presumption, their direct opposition to what the Lord had done, and commanded them to do. 
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This could only end badly for these sinners, this rebelling, which would only bring the wrath 
of God upon them. Moses was also concerned, to pray for them, and call them to repent and 
be forgiven, to avoid judgment against them.

Verse 5. He spoke to the whole group, with Korah at the head. This after he rose up 
from his prayer to God. He told them: tomorrow the Lord will show who are His, and who is 
holy, and call him to come near, as a priest, without fear. This was of course, Aaron and his 
sons. Clearly chosen by God not by Moses.

Verse 6. Korah and all those with him were told to take censors, fill with incense...

Verse 7. Then put coal of fire in them, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
before the Lord. This they were to do on the next day following the insurrection.

The Lord will show His choice, he that is chosen, he shall be holy – meaning Aaron and 
his sons. These sons of Levi take too much upon themselves (Moses returns the same 
language they had said to him and Aaron). They should be content with their stations, next to 
the priests, assistants to them – they should be satisfied.

Verse 8. Moses continued talking to Korah, as the head of the conspiracy; listen 
carefully to what he is about to say concerning the sons of Levi.

Verse 9. They must take a closer look at what the Lord had already chosen for them to 
do: He had separated them from the congregation of Israel, to bring near unto Himself, to be 
next to the priests, to assist them and officiate in the court of the tabernacle, to watch over it, 
to take it down, bear it and carry the holy things, and set it back up, all things taken care of. 
And their taking the offerings and sacrifices of the people to the priests who offered them.

Verse 10. You have been brought near to the Lord, and all your brethren, sons of Levi, 
do you now seek to be priests (or Korah even seeking to be high priest)?

Verse 11. Since they have all gathered together against the Lord and against His 
ministers: what has Aaron done that brings this questioning? God chose him, therefore they in
effect murmuring against the Lord.

Scriptures. Numbers 16:12-22.

12 ¶ And Moses sent to call Nathan and Abram, the sons of Eli'ab; which said, We will not 
come up:
13 is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and 
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?
14 Moreover, thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or 
given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will 
not come up.
15 ¶ And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their offering: 
I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them.
16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before the LORD, thou, and 
they, and Aaron, tomorrow:
17 and take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the LORD 
every man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his 
censer.
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18 And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and
stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron.
19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation.
20 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a 
moment.
22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall 
one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?

Commentary on Numbers 16:12-22.

Verse 12. Moses sent messengers to call upon Dathan and Abiram (sons of Eliab) to the 
house of judgment. They had apparently left before Moses finished his speech to Korah and 
the Levites, and went to their own tents.

Their answer to Moses was that they would not come up. They would not obey his 
orders.

Verse 13. The claim that Egypt was a land flowing with milk and honey (only used of 
Canaan) is now used shows great impudence and irreverence to God and Moses. It is here an 
injury done unto them by taking them from slavery and servitude – now to kill them in this 
wilderness. And Moses now ruled over them as a tyrant, as if this was the reason for bringing 
them out from Egypt, and Aaron his brother too!

Verse 14. And now they have not brought them into a land flowing with milk and honey
(Canaan); they haven't even given them an inheritance of fields and vineyards. As promised – 
which suggests that they would have accepted his rule over them if this had been done. They 
consider him as only bringing harm to them. Are they now threatening to dig out the eyes of 
these men – so they will not come not to obey the request.

Verse 15. Moses became very angry, especially as they dishonored the Lord. Moses said 
unto the Lord: "respect not their offering." He asks the Lord would He respect him (Moses), 
who never injured any of them. Not to respect their offering of the incense they were to offer 
the next day. Moses has never done any injury to any person or property of theirs.

Verse 16. Moses tells Korah to have all his company before the Lord, at the tabernacle 
door tomorrow, before Aaron also.

Verse 17. Every man is to bring his censer and put incense therein. They are to put fire 
therein taken from the altar of burnt-offering. 250 men, 250 censers. Also Korah and Aaron. 
This test will be judged by the Lord.

Verse 18. The next morning they all came according to their order, with their censers 
and incense, and took fire from the altar in the court of the tabernacle. Also they were all seen 
by the people who came to observe, be witnesses. They stood with Moses and Aaron – in 
opposition to them.

Verse 19. Korah also gathered as many of the whole congregation that readily came 
together to encourage him and wish him success. All unto the door of the tabernacle.

And the Shechinah glory of the Lord appeared to all the congregation.
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Verse 20. And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron out of the cloud...

Verse 21. Separate from this gathering so that the Lord can consume them in a moment
by fire.

Verse 22. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces, praying and pleading with God to have 
mercy. Addressing Him as the God of the spirits of all flesh, with a question: for one man 
(Korah) to rebel and sin, who convinced, enticed, and these other in their weakness and 
ignorance they were drawn in to join him. They prayed for them to be forgiven.

Scriptures. Numbers 16:23-35.

23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abi'ram.
25 ¶ And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abi'ram; and the elders of Israel 
followed him.
26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these 
wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins.
27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'ram, on every side: and 
Dathan and Abi'ram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their 
sons, and their little children.
28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these 
works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.
29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of
all men; then the LORD hath not sent me.
30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them 
up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall 
understand that these men have provoked the LORD.
31 ¶ And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the 
ground clave asunder that was under them:
32 and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the 
men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.
33 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth 
closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.
34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the
earth swallow us up also.
35 And there came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty 
men that offered incense.

Commentary on Numbers 16:23-35.

Verse 23. When Moses was on his face in prayer, the Lord bid him rise up, and told him
his prayer was granted, and told him what to do.

Verse 24. He is to speak to the general congregation – away from the tents of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram – all encamped on the same side of the tabernacle, near each other. The 
camp of Levi was closest to the tabernacle, the camp of Reuben next to it.
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Verse 25. Moses rose up and went to Dathan and Abiram, to convince them of their evil
sin and bring them to repentance, to reclaim them from their clear folly. The elders of Israel 
followed, as in support of Moses and his mission.

Verse 26. Moses spoke to the assembled congregation. Some of whom had ill will 
toward Moses and Aaron – leaning to the side of Korah and his accomplices, others out of 
curiosity to see what would happen.

Moses said that he prays they will depart, from these tents of wicked men. And if they 
had brought their families, or belongings, - take everyone and everything you brought, but no 
thing of the evil ones; take care not to touch anything of theirs, "lest ye be consumed in all 
their sins."

Verse 27. "So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'ram, on every 
side..."

Dathan and Abiram came out of Korah's tent and went to their own tents, and came out
of them with their wives and sons and children. This was audacious and prideful, fearing 
neither man or God.

This defied Moses and the elders of Israel.

Verse 28. Moses said that they were about to know the truth of why he has done these 
works – the Lord hath sent him to do them all. From coming out of Egypt until the present 
time. He has not done them from his own mind or heart. Only by the will of God.

Verse 29. If these men die in any common or normal causes of death, pestilence, 
famine, or in fighting, accidents, old age, fever; then the Lord has not sent Moses.

Verse 30. But if the Lord makes a new thing, something that never before caused 
people to die; the circumstance: the earth will open her mouth and swallow them up, with all 
that they have, substance, wives and children; they go down immediately into the pit, alive 
into the grave the earth makes for them. Then they shall certainly understand that these men 
have provoked the Lord (by rising up against Moses and Aaron, and thereby, against the Lord,
Himself). They had chosen to alter the constitution of things in their laws and religious 
ordinances.

Verse 31. And it happened, as he had finished speaking all these words, and a prayer 
unto God, something suddenly took place: the ground broke open that was under them.

Verse 32. It was as if the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up: Dathan and 
Abiram with all their families and their goods (tents as well): Korah and the 250 men that had
censers were with Aaron at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, making trial of to 
whom the priesthood belonged.

Verse 33. All those and all that belonged to them, went down alive into the pit, and the 
earth closed upon them. The earth covered them over, as if they had never been there. They 
perished from among the congregation.

Verse 34. All the Israelites that were round about them ran away at the noise, the cries 
of those that were pulled down into the pit. They feared for their own safety; they did not want
to suffer the same fate. They remained alive only because of the intercession of Moses and 
Aaron.
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Verse 35. And there came out flashes of lightning from the Lord's cloud and consumed 
the 250 men (including Korah) who offered incense. Moses and Aaron, who stood near them, 
remained unharmed.

Scriptures. Numbers 16:36-50.

36 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
37 Speak unto Ele-a'zar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers out of the 
burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed.
38 The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them broad plates 
for a covering of the altar: for they offered them before the LORD, therefore they are 
hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel.
39 And Ele-a'zar the priest took the brazen censers, wherewith they that were burnt had 
offered; and they were made broad plates for a covering of the altar:
40 to be a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed 
of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his 
company: as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses.
41 ¶ But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.
42 And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against 
Aaron, that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud 
covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.
43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.
44 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. 
And they fell upon their faces.
46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and 
put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for 
there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.
47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation; and,
behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and made an 
atonement for the people.
48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.
49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, besides 
them that died about the matter of Korah.
50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: 
and the plague was stayed.

Commentary on Numbers 16:36-50.

Verse 36. Immediately after these men were consumed by fire from the Lord, He spoke 
to Moses:

Verse 37. Tell Eleazar, son of Moses (the eldest), to collect the censers that were 
burning incense and throw out the burning incense; to be scattered as rejection of those that 
offered it. The censers were hallowed.

Verse 38. The censers were to be used to make broad plates to be used to cover the altar
of burnt offering. They could not be used as censers by anyone again. They were to be a sign to
the Israelites to remember this and to the Levites and the priests as well. None but the priests 
were to be burn incense to the Lord.
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Verse 39. Eleazar the priest took the brass censers to be made a covering of the burnt-
offering altar (also made of brass). The censers of the priests were silver, the one for the high 
priest was of gold. The priests offered incense every morning and night.

Verse 40. It was a memorial sign unto the Israelites, to keep in mind: no one but the 
seed of Aaron can come near to offer incense before the Lord. They also must recall that Korah
and his companions had taken it upon themselves to do so. This is what the Lord had Moses 
tell Aaron – only priests could offer incense unto the Lord.

Verse 41. The next day, after all the previous events, all the Israelites murmured against
Moses and Aaron. Again human nature and stupidity led the Israelites to murmur against the 
two men, whose authority from God, had been confirmed by all the previous events. They 
accuse them (Moses and Aaron) of having killed the people of the Lord. This in spite of the 
facts: the immediate hand of God had killed those rebels.

Verse 42. And it came to pass, when the Israelites were gathered against Moses and 
Aaron, as if to kill them; they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation. Moses likely it
was Moses and Aaron who looked there for the Lord's help.

And they looked and the cloud covered it as when it was first erected, a token of Divine 
Presence: the glory of the Lord appeared as in verse 19, to encourage Moses and Aaron.

Verse 43. They went and stood in the door of the tabernacle the Lord being in the cloud 
over it.

Verse 44. The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron out of the cloud.

Verse 45. They are told to get away from this congregation, as to allow the Lord to 
proceed to destroy them in a moment. They, again, fell on their faces in prayer for mercy for 
this sinful people: they that spitefully used them, accused them of murder, and were about to 
murder them.

Verse 46. Moses told Aaron to take a censer, put fire on it from the altar of burnt-
offering, and put incense upon the censer. He was to put the incense on the fire, when he 
came into the camp, in the midst of the congregation: an emblem of prayer; this was to be 
done quickly to make an atonement for them. There was no time for a trespass offering 
sacrifice: this was necessary for the pestilence was sent among the people.

Verse 47. As Moses had commanded, Aaron, with a censer and with fire from the altar, 
and incense, ran into the middle of the congregation. He was old, but eager to obey the 
command – to even save this ungrateful people. The plague had already started, great 
numbers were already falling down, dead instantly. He put on the incense onto the fire in the 
censer – as the people now saw him perform this rite, as a kindness to them, and proof that he
was the chosen priest of the Lord; and he made atonement and intercession.

Verse 48. Aaron stood between the living and the dead. The plague had begun at one 
end of the camp and proceeded toward the other. He stood in the middle, in prayer, a 
partition between the living and the dead. A type of Christ-Mediator between man and God. 
The plague was stopped where Aaron stood.
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Verse 49. The total dead of the plague was 14,700: their carcasses fell in the wilderness.
That in addition to those that died in the preceding group of Korah, Dathan and Abiram – 
though few compared to those that died in the plague.

Verse 50. Aaron went to Moses, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. He 
reported the stopping of the plague; and it did not break out again.

End!
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Lesson XVII

Numbers chapter 17.

Scriptures. Numbers 17:1-13.

Aaron's Rod
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the 
house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers, twelve rods: 
write thou every man's name upon his rod.
3 And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the 
head of the house of their fathers.
4 And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, 
where I will meet with you.
5 And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I
will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur 
against you.
6 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a 
rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods: and the 
rod of Aaron was among their rods.
7 And Moses laid up the rods before the LORD in the tabernacle of witness.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; 
and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and 
bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds.
9 And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD unto all the children of 
Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod.
10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be 
kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, 
that they die not.
11 And Moses did so: as the LORD commanded him, so did he.
12 ¶ And the children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all 
perish.
13 Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of the LORD shall die: shall we 
be consumed with dying?

Commentary on Numbers 17:1-13.

Verse 1. And the Lord spake to Moses; after the plague was finished, for further 
confirmation of the priesthood of Aaron and his family, a new and unique method is directed 
by the Lord.

Verse 2. Moses is to tell the principal princes from each of the 12 tribes (and Aaron) – 
according to the house of their fathers to take a rod (walking stick or staff). A dry rod, all from 
the almond tree. They were to write their name on their rods (or carve into it). This included 
the 12th tribe of Levi – Aaron their representative as the high priest chosen by God.

Verse 3. Aaron's name was to be written on the rod of the tribe of Levi. One rod for the 
head of the house of their fathers.
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Verse 4. They are to be laid up in the tabernacle of the congregation – in the most holy 
place, before the ark in which the testimony (the 10 commandments tablets) was. Thus in the 
presence of the Lord. Moses might go in whenever he needed to consult with God, 
representing all the people. He will be met by the Lord there.

Verse 5. The Lord will choose one man's rod – this would clearly show who He had 
chosen for the priesthood to continue in, and his family: his rod will bud, and blossom, and 
yield fruit – this prediction declared beforehand, to make the miracle appear with more 
impact.

The whole purpose was to put a stop to the Israelites from murmuring, especially 
against Moses (for setting up his brother as the high priest, and for Aaron accepting it).

The predicted miracle would silence all dispute and contradiction.

Verse 6. Moses went again to speak to the Israelites, now to gather the rods, ever 
prince, according to their father's house, had brought the 12 rods. The rod of Aaron was 
among them.

Verse 7. Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness (where the 
ark was) in the most holy place; the Lord would make one stand out far above the rest: to 
decide the controversy about the priesthood, once and for all time.

Verse 8. The next day Moses went back into the tabernacle, to the place the rods had 
been laid before the Lord.

The rod that had Aaron's name on it, for the house Levi, had budded, as seen on trees 
before they open, some blossoms had bloomed (as appear on almond trees in the spring), it 
also produced almonds fully ripe.

This never happened at the same time in almond trees; it was not the time of year for 
this to happen naturally.

Verse 9. Moses brought out from before the Lord all the rods to show the Israelites, the 
princes of the several tribes. They looked them all over then each one took back their own rod 
(their names written on them).

Verse 10. As the princes got their rods, they also had occasion to view the budding, and 
blossoming of Aaron's rod – thus full satisfaction that he was the chosen priest. All theirs had 
remained as when they brought them.

Moses was told to take Aaron's rod and place it within the ark of testimony, the pot of 
manna, the tablets of the covenant. This was kept as a token of the sins of the rebels and their 
wickedness: they had questioned Aaron's priesthood.

This should take their murmuring away from the Lord, otherwise they will be calling 
for their own death. This must be prevented from happening again.

Verse 11. Moses did everything that the Lord had told him to do; he was God's servant 
always faithful to God in all his house.

Verse 12. The princes of Israel spoke to Moses: they had finally come to the obvious 
conclusion – after all those had died, they had a sense of their sin – they spoke in haste, 
showing their deep distress – they fear that they would all die, or be killed in some sudden 
way as those already killed were.
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Verse 13. Moses delivered this warning: no one must come near the tabernacle of the 
Lord – they will die.

Those, previously so bold, thinking that they could be priests with Aaron – now they 
should have a genuine fear of death, and they did: "we shall be consumed with death." Finally.
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Lesson XVIII

Numbers chapter 18.

Scriptures. Numbers 18:1-19.

Provision for the Priests and Levites
1 And the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee 
shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity
of your priesthood.
2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, 
that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee 
shall minister before the tabernacle of witness.
3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not 
come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die.
4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto 
you.
5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar; that there be 
no wrath any more upon the children of Israel.
6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the children of 
Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the LORD, to do the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for every thing of 
the altar, and within the veil; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest's office unto you as a 
service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
8 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Behold, I also have given thee the charge of mine 
heave offerings of all the hallowed things of the children of Israel; unto thee have I given them
by reason of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever.
9 This shall be thine of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every oblation of 
theirs, every meat offering of theirs, and every sin offering of theirs, and every trespass 
offering of theirs, which they shall render unto me, shall be most holy for thee and for thy 
sons.
10 In the most holy place shalt thou eat it; every male shall eat it: it shall be holy unto 
thee.
11 And this is thine; the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the 
children of Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to thy sons and to thy daughters with thee,
by a statute for ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.
12 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of 
them which they shall offer unto the LORD, them have I given thee.
13 And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto the LORD, shall be 
thine; every one that is clean in thine house shall eat of it.
14 Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine.
15 Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the LORD, 
whether it be of men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou 
surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem.
16 And those that are to be redeemed from a month old shalt thou redeem, according to 
thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is 
twenty gerahs.
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17 But the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt 
not redeem; they are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their 
fat for an offering made by fire, for a sweet savor unto the LORD.
18 And the flesh of them shall be thine, as the wave breast and as the right shoulder are 
thine.
19 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer unto the 
LORD, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: it is a
covenant of salt for ever before the LORD unto thee and to thy seed with thee.

Commentary on Numbers 18:1-19.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke directly to Aaron specific things that directly concerned him: to
him and his sons, (the priests) and his father's house (the Levites: they will be blamed for any 
evil committed there, and the punishment of it). The priests, in charge of their duties: in the 
holy place, and the holy of holies, and the altar of burnt-offering in the court; the Levites were 
responsible to watch over the tabernacle; keep out strangers, and polluted persons.

Aaron and his sons will be answerable for any single errors, committed in their priestly 
duties, or in not doing something required. These were heavy though honorable burdens; they
would suffer the consequences if negligent.

Verse 2. Of the tribe of Amram, Aaron's father, the tribe of Levi his brethren. He was to 
bring them into the court of the tabernacle (they would go no further). They were joined 
together, as well as united to the priests. The Levites were to minister to Aaron and the 
priests: in killing the sacrifices, getting the blood, flaying the animals, and other things in the 
sanctuary.

Aaron and his sons will minister in the holy place, in front of the most holy place, 
where the ark of the covenant was (behind the veil). The altar of incense, the candlestick, the 
shew bread-table were their responsibilities in regular ministry.

Verse 3. The Levites were responsible to be in charge of all the tabernacle – as directed 
by Aaron and the priests. They were to keep out all others, and take down, carry, and set up 
the tabernacle when needed. This included the ark and mercy-seat, the shew-bread table, 
candlestick. They had to be covered when carried, so they would not be directly touched.

Also the altars-incense, and burnt-offering: they must not make any offering: the 
penalty was death – for priests who allowed it – to the Levites who did it.

Verse 4. Assistants to Aaron; they are joined in the sacred services of the tabernacle. 
Strangers must be kept out.

Verse 5. Aaron was in charge of the sanctuary (and his sons). The high priest was the 
one particularly in charge of the holy of holies (especially on the day of atonement). The 
common priest – the holy place: the incense altar, shew-bread table and the candlestick, the 
altar of burnt-offering, in the court of the tabernacle. All these must be carefully fulfilled to 
prevent any more wrath upon the children of Israel.

Verse 6. Aaron, pays close attention, the Lord tells him that He has specially separate 
the Levites from the children of Israel, called his brethren – because they are given to him as a
gift to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 7. Therefore Aaron and his sons shall fulfill the office of priests – the duties 
(never to allow anyone else to), on the altars, and within the veil. The Lord has given this 
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office of service to him as a gift. They hadn't chosen, or pushed themselves into it. The Lord 
had called directly to them, and invested them with it.

Anyone (the stranger or common Israelite) that comes forward to the altar of either 
incense or offering, or trim the lamps or shew-bread, or anything of the priests' office would 
be held as guilty: the only punishment: death.

Verse 8. Next the Lord informs Aaron how the duties of his office also includes wages 
(his maintenance). He has charge of heave-offerings, and the holy things of the Israelites: 
heave-shoulder, wave breast, first-fruits, and all the other holy things. These they would keep 
for themselves, and their families.

This was because of his having been anointed as a priest (consecrated), and to his sons 
by a law to be followed forever (Leviticus 7:34-36).

Verse 9. Things to be of the most holy things: those parts of sacrifices not burned: every
offering. Every bread offering – the remainder to be eaten by Aaron and sons.

Every trespass-offering – whatever left given to the priests and only them.

Verse 10. They must only eat it in a holy place (in the court) but not in their homes 
(tents) and only by the priests (not wives or daughters).

Verse 11. Other things for them: the lesser holy things: the heave-offering of their gift 
(right shoulder) given to the priest – heave offering for a thank-offering, with all the heave 
offerings of the children of Israel, and wave offerings – these to his sons, their families (wives, 
children, servants).

Verse 12. All the best of the oil, the wine, and the wheat, or the fat (the best). The first-
fruits of oil, wine and wheat that shall be offered unto the Lord, those the Lord has given to 
them. The quantity depended on the generosity of the people.

Verse 13. And whatever was ripe first in the land: fruit: figs, pomegranates, apples, 
plums, pears, olives, or of vines. To be brought to the tabernacle in baskets. To the priests and 
every one clean in their houses were to eat it.

Verse 14. Anything devoted to the Lord in Israel shall be the priests' (fields, houses, 
cattle etc.).

Verse 15. The first-born of every creature that is brought to the Lord, shall be the Lord's
gift to the priests. The first born of man shall be redeemed (by 5 shekels) to the priest.

The first born of unclean beasts shall be redeemed with a lamb.

Verse 16. The first-born of men, from a month old, they shall be redeemed. The 
redemption money was according to the priest's estimation, though time and price are fixed: 
five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is 20 gerahs (under 15 dollars 
approximately (inflation not presently as before or after).

Verse 17. The first-born of a cow, sheep, or goat "thou shalt not redeem". They, the 
creatures themselves, the priests were to take for their own use: they are holy. They are 
separated to the Lord, and became property of his priests. They were to be sacrifices, their 
blood used as in other sacrifices. Their fat shall be burned as an offering. For a sweet savour 
unto the Lord.
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Verse 18. The flesh of them will belong to the priest – for them and their families. The 
same as the wave-breast and right shoulder – to be eaten in 2 days and 1 night.

Verse 19. All heave-offerings of holy things, as before mentioned, the Lord has given 
Aaron, his sons and daughters, by a law forever – as long as the priesthood lasted, even until 
Messiah should come.

It is a covenant as of salt: incorruptible, inviolable, durable, forever, as long as the 
priesthood.

Scriptures. Numbers 18:20-32.

20 And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither 
shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children 
of Israel.
21 ¶ And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance,
for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.
22 Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of the 
congregation, lest they bear sin, and die.
23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they shall 
bear their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, that among the 
children of Israel they have no inheritance.
24 But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as a heave offering unto the 
LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the 
children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.
25 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
26 Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel 
the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up a 
heave offering of it for the LORD, even a tenth part of the tithe.
27 And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of 
the threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress.
28 Thus ye also shall offer a heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye 
receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD's heave offering to Aaron 
the priest.
29 Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best 
thereof, even the hallowed part thereof out of it.
30 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then
it shall be counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of
the winepress.
31 And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is your reward for your 
service in the tabernacle of the congregation.
32 And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, when ye have heaved from it the best of it: 
neither shall ye pollute the holy things of the children of Israel, lest ye die.

Commentary on Numbers 18:20-32.

Verse 20. As Aaron, the head of the tribe of Levi- concerning the maintenance of the 
Levites. Aaron will not inherit in the land of Canaan – no fields or vineyards as the other 
tribes. They had cities appointed to them, houses and fields devoted to the Lord which they 
would use. This was because they were responsible and expected to wholly give themselves to 
God's service: "I am thy part and thy inheritance among the children of Israel."

228

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 21. The Lord has given the 10th part of all the produce of the land (wheat, barley, 
oil, wine). This without any labor or expense. This was their maintenance for their service 
concerning the tabernacle of the congregation.

Verse 22. None of the children of Israel, henceforth, do any part of the priest's office (as
burn incense) or do any part of the Levites service – concerning the tabernacle – taking down 
or setting it up; or the vessels of it. Only can they come to it to bring sacrifices, make the vows 
and offerings. Anything else would be a sin, punishable by death.

Verse 23. The Levites shall serve the tabernacle – by guarding it – keeping the unclean 
persons out of it, and keep anyone from taking anything out of it. They shall assist the priests 
in their services, and carrying the vessels of the sanctuary when required. When they fail in 
this duty, or get others to do it for them, they are guilty, and will suffer for it.

A statute forever: they are well-provided for, and have no inheritance among the 
children of Israel.

Verse 24. The tithe of the Israelites: the 10th part for the produce – to offer as a heave-
offering unto the Lord (in honor of and gratitude to Him for the land and giving the increase).

They were given to the Lord – then by Him to the Levites (not given by the Israelites to 
the Levites directly).

Thus the Lord has told the Levites that they will not have an inheritance among the 
Israelites (as previously stated in verse 23).

Verse 25. Because this concerns what was to be given Aaron, the Lord spoke this to 
Moses, to deliver to the Levites:

Verse 26. This direction was to be delivered to the Levites. To inform them of what part
Aaron was to have out of it. When they have taken the 10th of the harvest of the Israelites, 
they shall offer a heave-offering, of it, unto the Lord (as gratitude): a 10th part out of the 10th 
part of the produce of the land of Israel.

Verse 27. Called a heave-offering because it was separated to the use and service of the 
Lord. They shall be reckoned unto them as the corn of the threshing-floor and the fulness of 
the wine-press. Therefore as acceptable to God. The rest they had a right to make use of as 
their own.

Verse 28. They shall also offer a heave-offering unto the Lord of all their tithes received 
from the children of Israel (a tenth part): this offering was to then be given to Aaron the priest
(a 10th part) and to his sons also as acting priests.

Verse 29. Also any gifts given to them (out of the produce of the fields belonging to 
cities) a tenth to the Levites. From their 10th they take out a 10th for the priests (as a heave-
offering unto the Lord). The best thereof and the hallowed part out of it (the 10th part).

Verse 30. They shall say to the Levites – when the 10th part is heaved – then counted 
unto the Levites as of the increase of the threshing floor, and of the wine-press.

Verse 31. They then shall eat it in every place – tents, houses or anywhere else; they and
their households – this their reward for all their service in the tabernacle.
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Verse 32. They will have no blame (bear no sin) for receiving the tithes and gift, when 
heaved by the 10th which was given to the priests. Everything done properly would prevent 
the polluting of the holy things of the children of Israel. To do otherwise was punishable by 
death.

End!
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Lesson XIX

Numbers chapter 19.

Scriptures. Numbers 19:1-12.

The Purification of the Unclean
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
2 This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD hath commanded, saying, Speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, 
and upon which never came yoke.
3 And ye shall give her unto Ele-a'zar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the 
camp, and one shall slay her before his face:
4 and Ele-a'zar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood
directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times.
5 And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with 
her dung, shall he burn:
6 and the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst 
of the burning of the heifer.
7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even.
8 And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water, 
and shall be unclean until the even.
9 And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without 
the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for 
a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.
10 And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean 
until the even: and it shall be unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that 
sojourneth among them, for a statute for ever.
11 ¶ He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.
12 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be 
clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.

Commentary on Numbers 19:1-13.

Verse 1. The time of this communication from the Lord was in the wilderness of Sinai. 
It concerns unclean persons that touched a dead body, and the water for purification (chapter 
5:2, 9:6).

Verse 2. The law ordinance commanded by the Lord. It also points back to the red 
heifer slain by Eleazar the day after the tabernacle was erected. This was again to be done, 
Aaron now established in the priesthood, and because of the people's fear of death of coming 
near to the tabernacle – this is the reminder of the provision for their purification when under
any uncleanness. Aaron was to inform the people (the children of Israel) of the necessary 
provision, that the water purification was made. They must bring a red heifer, two years old – 
without spot or blemish, never having been yolked. It is thought that only the red heifer had 
totally one color of hair throughout: therefore of a singular purity (to represent Christ's 
purity).

Verse 3. The heifer was to be given to Eleazar the priest, the second, son of Aaron, to 
confirm him in this post. He was to bring the heifer outside of the camp of Israel. Brought 
forth as impure, having the sins of the people on her: to be killed before Eleazar's face.
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Verse 4. Eleazar takes the blood in his hand and sprinkles it with his finger in front of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, seven times, toward the tabernacle. Seven denotes its 
perfection, on the east side, facing west.

Verse 5. Then the heifer was burned up within his sight. Every part was burned up: 
flesh and blood and dung.

Verse 6. Then the priest shall take cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet cloth in a bundle, 
and toss it in the middle of the burning heifer (the same as used in the cleansing of a leper – 
Leviticus 14:4).

Verse 7. The priest that killed the cow will wash his clothes, and all other priests 
involved in the entire process will do the same, considered unclean. His flesh also was to be 
washed in water. Only then was he to come into the camp, but not until evening was he clean.

Verse 8. The one that burned the heifer shall wash his clothes in water, and his flesh 
also; and be unclean until evening.

Verse 9. A clean man only, shall gather the heifer's ashes. These shall be put in an 
earthen vessel, with a covering of the opening covered in clay; to be placed outside of the 
camp in a clean place. It was then to be used, with water as a purification for sin.

Verse 10. The one that gathered the ashes of the heifer will wash his clothes, and be 
unclean until even.

Verse 11. Anyone that touches a dead body shall be unclean 7 days.

Verse 12. This person shall purify himself with the water of purification (with the 
heifer's ashes) – on the third day from the time of touching the dad. On the 7th day he shall be
clean. If he doesn't do the third-day purification, he won't be clean on the 7th day. He is filthy 
still.

Verse 13. Whosoever that doesn't purify himself after touching a dead body, defiles the 
tabernacle of the Lord. To do so, that person shall be cut off from Israel: excommunicated 
from the church, put to death by civil magistrate, or by the immediate hand of God. Because 
the water of separation wasn't sprinkled upon him, he remains unclean.

Scriptures. Numbers 19:13-22.

13 Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, 
defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the 
water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet 
upon him.
14 ¶ This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is 
in the tent, shall be unclean seven days.
15 And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is unclean.
16 And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead 
body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.
17 And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification
for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:
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18 and a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the 
tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that 
touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave:
19 and the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the 
seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and shall be clean at even.
20 ¶ But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut 
off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the LORD: the 
water of separation hath not been sprinkled upon him; he is unclean.
21 And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of 
separation shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of separation shall be 
unclean until even.
22 And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that 
toucheth it shall be unclean until even.

Commentary on Numbers 19:13-22.

Verse 13. Anyone who touches a dead body and doesn't purify himself as the Lord has 
directed, and goes into the tabernacle breaks the law (defileth it): "that soul shall be cut off 
from Israel". His uncleanness remains upon him.

Verse 14. The law when a man dies in a tent (and later also in a house), anyone who 
comes into it, and all that is in the dwelling shall be unclean 7 days.

Verse 15. Specifically all vessels that are open (uncovered, topless).

Verse 16. Anyone that touches a body killed by violence (by a sword) in an open field, or
a body by natural death, or any other way; or a bone on the ground, by a grave, or touches the 
grave – shall be unclean 7 days.

Verse 17. Any defiled by the above means shall take of the ashes of the heifer of 
purification for sin. Only running water (from river or spring, put in an earthen vessel, then 
the ashes of the heifer, and mixed together with the fingers.

Verse 18. A clean person takes hyssop, dips it into the water, and sprinkles it on the tent
(or house) where the dead body had been, and upon all the vessels (open ones as before). 
Then upon any people that were there, and upon anyone who had touched a bone, or one dead
by violence, or any other way, or a grave.

Verse 19. A clean person shall sprinkle the unclean with the water of purification: on 
the third and seventh day. On the 7th day he shall purify himself: wash his clothes and his 
body with water. He will be clean at the evening.

Verse 20. Anyone who touches anything that makes him unclean, and does not follow 
the purification of water upon himself – he shall be cut off from the congregation – he has 
defiled the sanctuary of the Lord being unclean – he will remain unclean.

Verse 21. This statute will be perpetual for Israel. The person that sprinkled the water 
of separation (the priest) shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.
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Verse 22. Whatever the unclean person touched would be unclean as well, or whatever 
or whoever touched the unclean person also became unclean.

This emphasizes the infections and spreading nature of sin: sin and sinners are to be 
avoided (as unclean in God's eyes). We are eternally grateful to live in the time of God's grace 
in Christ. These provisions also prevented plagues from spreading rapidly among the 
population because the infectious diseases decimated whole populations in later times all over
Europe.
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Lesson XX

Numbers chapter 20. The wilderness of Zin: murmuring, death.

Scriptures. Numbers 20:1-11.

Water from the Rock
1 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in 
the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried 
there.
2 ¶ And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron.
3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died 
when our brethren died before the LORD!
4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that 
we and our cattle should die there?
5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil 
place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any 
water to drink.
6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the LORD 
appeared unto them.
7 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou and Aaron thy brother, and 
speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring 
forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.
9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him.
10 ¶ And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he 
said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?
11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.

Commentary on Numbers 20:1-11.

Verse 1. The following events take place 38 years later, a new generation, after the 
deaths of the majority of those that came out of Egypt. Only a few still were alive at this time. 
Very little of this time was recorded, mainly their journeys, 18 stations after the time the spies 
were sent into Canaan.

They came from Eyron Geber to the desert of Zin on the borders of Edom. The people 
abode in Kadesh. It was here that Miriam died, and was buried there.

Verse 2. And there was no water for the congregation. This was designed as a trial of 
this new generation to see if they would behave any better than the generation – the first year 
they came out of Egypt.

Verse 3. The people started complaining and being disrespectful to Moses. They should 
have shown respect and consoled him over the loss of his sister.

They go so far as to say it would have been better if they had died with their brethren 
before the Lord (by fire, or pestilence). To die from thirst was worse. They claim kindred with 
them and are acting like them and talking like they had done also.
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Verse 4. They question: why have they been brought there – for them and their cattle to
die in this dry wilderness? They are accusing Moses and Aaron of bringing them there for the 
sole purpose of their dying there.

Verse 5. They now represent their place in Egypt as fine; no problems: all the 
hardships, slavery and abuse forgotten. That they were forced to leave against their wills – 
now brought to this evil place – where they could not plant any beneficial crops, vines, trees – 
it was dry and barren. NO water for them or their animals.

Verse 6. Moses and Aaron fled from the assembled mass of people – to the door of the 
tabernacle – to see the Lord's will in prayer. They fell on their faces. They sought His mercy – 
that He would forgive them and not show His wrath against them. The glory of the Lord 
appeared unto them.

Verse 7. The Lord spoke unto Moses, saying

Verse 8. He is to take his rod, then gather the assembly and Aaron together to witness 
this miracle: speak to the rock in front of them, a little way off. This was a trial of Moses and 
Aaron as well as the people – to speak to the rock as receiving this request and positively 
answering it by giving forth its fountain – the congregation and their animals will be satisfied.

Verse 9. Moses took the rod from where it was kept in the sanctuary as he was 
commanded.

Verse 10. They gathered the people together before the rock, and addressed them as 
rebels – and now expecting the Lord Who they rebelled against to show them such a merciful 
kindness. He questions them: "must we fetch you water out of the rock?"

Verse 11. Moses raised up his arm, holding his rod, in his hand, and struck to rick twice!
The water came out abundantly: the people drank, and their animals did also.

Scriptures. Numbers 20:12-21.

12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify 
me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the 
land which I have given them.
13 This is the water of Mer'ibah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and 
he was sanctified in them.

Edom Refuses Passage to Israel
14 ¶ And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy 
brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us:
15 how our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the
Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers:
16 and when we cried unto the LORD, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath 
brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy 
border.
17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country: we will not pass through the fields, or 
through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of the wells: we will go by the king's 
high way, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders.
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18 And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee with 
the sword.
19 And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my 
cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without doing any thing else, go 
through on my feet.
20 And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against him with much 
people, and with a strong hand.
21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: wherefore Israel turned 
away from him.

Commentary on Numbers 20:12-21.

Verse 12. The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron concerning their speech to the children 
of Israel: that this rebellious people demanded that they must "fetch them water." And in 
anger Moses hit the rock twice with his rod – not just speaking to the rock as from the Lord's 
direction – therefore not giving the Lord the glory.

Moses and Aaron may have thought that this new source of water also signaled an 
unexpected "longer stay" in the wilderness.

The Lord therefore told Moses and Aaron that they would not be bringing this people 
into the Promised Land of Canaan, because of their unbelief. They both died before the people
entered the land.

Verse 13. This was named Meribah (meaning "strife") at Kadesh. This because the 
people had argued and made demands of Moses and Aaron, the Lord's appointed 
representatives – in fact they were doing this with the Lord – yet the Lord was set apart before
them when He supplied the water from the rock: proof of His truth and faithfulness to His 
promises.

Verse 14. Moses sent a request to the king of Edom – addressed as brothers – Israelites 
descended from Jacob, the Edomites, descendants of Esau. This was to gain their acceptance 
to his request. They must be aware of all their troubles for these many years (Edom 
neighborhood the wilderness). Moses was to invite their pity.

Verse 15. Remember how their fathers went down in Egypt for over 400 years: and they
were at the last enslaved and abused by the Egyptians.

Verse 16. And when they cried unto the Lord, He heard their voice and sent an angel 
and has brought them out of Egypt. Now they are in Kadesh, a city in the furthest part of their 
border – not in the city but near it, in the wilderness, living there.

Verse 17. He requests a free passage through Edom, it being the shortest route to 
Canaan. They wouldn't go through their fields or vineyards – not taking from them, or doing 
them any damage. Neither would they take water from anyone's well without paying for it. 
They will go by the king's highway (the public roads). They will not turn to the left or right, not
do any damage to anyone's property. They will go straight forward till they have passed 
Edom's borders, out of his country.

Verse 18. He received a message from Edom by messengers: thou shalt not pass 
through his country, otherwise he will bring his army out against them "with the sword".
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Verse 19. Moses responded with his answer – they will only go by the public highway – 
not touching any part of the land that is cultivated or inhabited. If they drink any water, they 
will pay for it. They will pass through as quickly as humanly possible (on foot), not bothering 
or speaking to the inhabitants.

Verse 20. The response of Edom was immediate! He said, "they shall not go through his
land!"

Edom followed this up by raising his army to keep the Israelites from seizing his 
country. They would furnish them with food and drink for a good price.

Verse 21. Edom refused to let them through their territory. Israel turned away from 
them, accepting their refusal. It was not the right time according to the Lord's timing.

Scriptures. Numbers 20:22-29.

Aaron Dies on Mount Hor
22 ¶ And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and 
came unto mount Hor.
23 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of 
Edom, saying,
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not enter into the land which I 
have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of 
Mer'ibah.
25 Take Aaron and Ele-a'zar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor:
26 and strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Ele-a'zar his son: and Aaron shall 
be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.
27 And Moses did as the LORD commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the 
sight of all the congregation.
28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Ele-a'zar his son; and 
Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Ele-a'zar came down from the 
mount.
29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty
days, even all the house of Israel.

Commentary on Numbers 20:22-29.

Verse 22. After the incident with Edom, the Israelites left Kadesh – with provisions 
bought from the Edomites, unto mount Hor (about 48 miles from Kadesh): a mountain on top
of a mountain, where a city stood – Petra, where Aaron went and died.

Verse 23. At the foot of the mountain, the Lord talked with Moses and Aaron, by 
Edom's coast, which they were going around.

Verse 24. This is the place in which Aaron will die; for he shall not enter the land given 
to the children of Israel. He rebelled against the word of the Lord at Meribah – that is Moses 
and Aaron – their unbelief being considered rebelling – for which they had been warned that 
the penalty was for them not to be with the people entering Canaan (verse 12).

Verse 25. The order: take Aaron and Eleazar his son, to succeed him in the priesthood, 
to the top of Mount Hor. They and the people were at the foot of the mountain.
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Verse 26. Then strip Aaron of his priestly clothing, and put them upon his eldest son, 
Eleazar. Now declaring him High Priest, instead of his father, Aaron. The phrase "be gathered 
unto his people" meant that Aaron will die there.

Verse 27. Moses did as he was told, regardless of his own history, memories and 
closeness with Aaron, his brother. The three men went up into Mount Hor – in the sight of all 
the people. Aaron did not come down but died and was buried on the mount. The people 
witnessed Eleazar and Moses coming down, Eleazar now as High Priest.

Verse 28. This verse describes this process in detail. Moses stripped Aaron of the 
garments – he was stripped of his office therewith. They were then placed upon Eleazar, now 
high priest. Aaron died up there, calmly, quietly, contentedly on the top of the mountain. He 
was buried there. Then Moses and Eleazar came down.

Verse 29. When the people saw Moses and Eleazar come down without Aaron, and 
Eleazar in the High Priest garment. They rightly assumed that Aaron was dead and buried. 
They mourned for Aaron 30 days: all the house of Israel.
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Lesson XXI

Numbers chapter 21. The defeat of King Arad, of Canaan.

Scriptures. Numbers 21:1-9.

The Canaanites Attack Israel
1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel 
came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners.
2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this 
people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.
3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and 
they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah. 

The Fiery Serpents
4 ¶ And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land 
of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.
5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and 
our soul loatheth this light bread.
6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much
people of Israel died.
7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from
us. And Moses prayed for the people.
8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and 
it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.
9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, that if a
serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Commentary on Numbers 21:1-9.

Verse 1. The king of Israel (a place name) in the south of Canaan heard that the 
Israelites were coming in the same place that the spies went 38 years before, he got his armed 
force and went against them, taking an unrecorded number of them prisoners.

Verse 2. Israel made a deal (a vow) with the Lord. If He delivered this people to them 
(in victory) they will utterly destroy their cities and reserve the plunder for the service of God.

Verse 3. The Lord listened to their prayers and vows; and delivered the Canaanites into 
their hands. So the Israelites destroyed them and their cities. The place was renamed Hormah 
(meaning disasters).

Verse 4. Afterword they journeyed, by the Red Sea, to go around the borders of Edom 
(Edom signifying "red").

The Israelites were discouraged there – it was rocky and craggy – going back, away 
from the entrance to Canaan through Edom.

Verse 5. The people again spoke against God and Moses: why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt only to die in this wilderness. There was nothing in the wilderness to make 
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regular bread. The light bread they hate (the manna was not satisfying them enough). They 
called it angel's food.

Verse 6. The Lord responded to this by sending fiery serpents among the people. There 
were great numbers of them in Arabia, around the Red Sea – of a fiery color (golden). Their 
bites were incurable, therefore fatal. They bit the people and many Israelites died.

Verse 7. Then the people spoke to Moses, admitting their sin – now fearful. They ask 
him to pray to the Lord that the Lord will take away these serpents from them. Moses prayed 
for them, having a forgiving spirit.

Verse 8. The Lord spoke to Moses, telling him to make the likeness of a fiery serpent 
out of brass, and set it up on a pole. Then, when set up on a high place, and anyone bitten by 
one of these serpents that looks upon the brass serpent shall live. The healing could only come
from God. Faith in the one lifted up. A figure of Christ on the Cross. John 3:14.

Verse 9. Moses proceeded to make a serpent of brass. The color of brass was similar to 
the serpent's color. Also if polished could be seen over a good distance. Brass was readily 
available from brass mines in a nearby area (Punon).

The brazen serpent was put on a pole. It came to pass, if a person was bitten by a 
serpent, when they looked upon the brazen serpent, they lived. This was taken with them until
the days of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:4).

Scriptures. Numbers 21:10-20.

The Israelites Journey around Moab
10 ¶ And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in Oboth.
11 And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at Ije–ab'arim, in the wilderness which is 
before Moab, toward the sunrising.
12 From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of Zared.
13 From thence they removed, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, which is in the 
wilderness that cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, 
between Moab and the Amorites.
14 Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the LORD,
What he did in the Red sea,
and in the brooks of Arnon,
15 and at the stream of the brooks
that goeth down to the dwelling of Ar,
and lieth upon the border of Moab.
16 ¶ And from thence they went to Beer: that is the well whereof the LORD spake unto 
Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water.
17 Then Israel sang this song,
Spring up, O well;
sing ye unto it:
18 the princes digged the well,
the nobles of the people digged it,
by the direction of the lawgiver, with their staves.
And from the wilderness they went to Matta'nah:
19 and from Matta'nah to Naha'li-el: and from Naha'li-el to Bamoth:
20 and from Bamoth in the valley, that is in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah, 
which looketh toward Jeshi'mon.
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Commentary on Numbers 21:10-20.

Verse 10. The children of Israel set forward, from Zalmonah to Punon – a distance of 
20 miles. They pitched their tents in Oboth, 24 miles further.

Verse 11. After Oboth (how much time there is not mentioned), they set up camp at 
Ijeabarim in the wilderness on the east side of the land of Moab.

Verse 12. They pitched in the valley where the brook called Zered was.

Verse 13. From there they settled on the other side of Arnon – a river on the coasts of 
the Amorites. They had gone all around Moab – to the south and west – then between Moab 
and the Amorites in the north.

Verse 14. Reference is made to an ancient account of previous wars, from the time of 
Abraham, about Sihon, king of the Amorites, and his conquest over some parts of Moab. He 
destroyed the city by a storm of an assault of terror – and in the brooks of Arnon by the Lord's
help.

Verse 15. Also following the streams down as far as the city of Ar (on the border of 
Moab). Also the city named Moab was close by. By this setting the Israelites took nothing from
the Moabites, but from the Amorites.

Verse 16. From there they went to a place called Beer - for the well there. The Lord told 
Moses to give it to the Israelites, even without their asking for it. He tells Moses to gather the 
people together, to witness this miracle of the Lord's gift to them.

Verse 17. In response to this free favor, the Israelites put together a song of praise and 
sang it "spring up, oh well", in faith, believing God's promise; praise the Lord even before it 
actually sprang forth.

Verse 18. The princes were called together to dig the well with their staffs – at the exact 
place pointed out to them by the Lord through Moses. They stirred up the place, and the water
began and continued to bubble-up increasingly – and flowed.

Verse 19. Then they went from Mattanah to Nahaliel – then to Bamoth – considered 
places that well descended with them into the named valleys that they passed through on their
way to Abarim and the wilderness of Kedemoth.

Verse 20. To Bamoth the high place, then to the valley and plain – which is in the 
plains of Moab, near the mountain of Pisgah – in the wilderness of Kedemoth.

Scriptures. Numbers 21:21-35.

Israel Conquers Sihon
21 ¶ And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we 
will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go along by the king's high way, until we be 
past thy borders.
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23 And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his
people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and 
fought against Israel.
24 And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon 
unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was 
strong.
25 And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in 
Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.
26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the
former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.
27 Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say,
Come into Heshbon,
let the city of Sihon be built and prepared:
28 for there is a fire gone out of Heshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon:
it hath consumed Ar of Moab,
and the lords of the high places of Arnon.
29 Woe to thee, Moab!
Thou art undone, O people of Chemosh:
he hath given his sons that escaped,
and his daughters, into captivity
unto Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 We have shot at them;
Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon,
and we have laid them waste even unto Nophah,
which reacheth unto Me'deba.

Israel Conquers Og of Bashan
31 ¶ Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.
32 And Moses sent to spy out Jaa'zer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out the 
Amorites that were there.
33 And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went 
out against them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Ed're-i.
34 And the LORD said unto Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, 
and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the 
Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.
35 So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him alive: 
and they possessed his land.

Commentary on Numbers 21:21-35.

Verse 21. Israel sent messengers to Sihon the present king of the Amorites. Moses 
penned a very peaceable request – to pass through his land from the wilderness of Kedemoth 
near his country.

Verse 22. A shorter way to the river Jordan. It was similar to his request to the king of 
Edom.

Verse 23. Sihon's reply was "no"!. He couldn't trust this large body of people to pass 
through any part of his dominion. Deuteronomy 2:30 records the Lord hardening his heart, 
that his land would be delivered into the hands of the Israelites as planned.
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Sihon gathered all his soldiers together and went against Israel in the wilderness of 
Kedemoth – out of his own country (leaving his country without any soldiers to protect them).

He came to a frontier town in Moab called Jahaz, where he fought against Israel.
Verse 24. Israel overcame him and his army (with the edge of the sword). Complete 

victory as the Lord provided. Israel took over his land from Arnon to Jabbok (two rivers – one 
in the south, the other in the north of his country). The northern area bordered on Ammonite 
territory – which the Lord warned them to not meddle with the Ammonites (Deuteronomy 
2:19).

Verse 25. The capital city of Sihon and the Ammonites was Heshbon. Israel took over 
all their cities around Heshbon as well.

Verse 26. Heshbon was Sihon's capital, where his palace was. He had fought and 
defeated the former king of Moab, and taken over his land unto the River Arnon. Thus did 
Israel dwell in all these places having defeated the Amorites.

Verse 27. Historical writers of that time wrote in verse of these wars and described the 
people of Heshbon inviting Sihon to come into their city and make it into his royal city – 
rebuilt, for his residence and royal palace and government seat.

Verse 28. The fire going out of Heshbon was the soldiers of Sihon, subdued it like a fire 
destroying any resistance or obstacle.

Verse 29. The whole country of Moab was about to be ruined. The idol they worshiped 
was Chemosh. A sarcastic comment – that this false god had given his sons (Moabite soldiers) 
who had not been killed in the battle with the Amorites, and his daughters, were going into 
captivity of Sihon, king of the Amorites. A scoffing at the Moabite false idol-god.

Verse 30. The Israelites have now conquered the Amorites who had ruined Moab as far 
as Heshbon, even unto Mophah and Medeba. Therefore the Israelites claimed dominion of 
these areas.

Verse 31. The Israelites settled in the land of the Amorites (not in Moab). This began 
the conquest of the land of Canaan.

Verse 32. Moses sent spies to check the conditions of a nearby city: Jaazer, which the 
Amorites had taken from the Moabites. The Israelites then took over all the towns and villages
round about as well. They drove out the Amorites that were there.

Verse 33. After that the Israelites turned back a little way from Jaazer, back by Bashan 
– which had rich pastures for its animals, and oaks of renown. The king of Bashan was Og – of
the tribe of giants. He and his army came out against Israel at Edrei.

Verse 34. The Lord told Moses not to fear Og – whether he was of large stature or not. 
The Lord has already prepared for giving the Israelites the man, his people, and his land. He 
has planned it out and it will be done. The same way as what had been done to Sihon, king of 
the Amorites, and his army at Heshbon. Destroy the king, his army, and take possession of his
country.
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Verse 35. The Israelites proceeded to do as the Lord told them to – they did battle with 
such strength and energy as to kill Og, his sons, and all his people. They then faced his 
resistance in taken over the country and all the towns and cities. "Until there was none left 
him alive." 60 cities with walls, gates, bars, and a great many unwalled towns were now in 
Israel's possession.

End
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Lesson XXII

Numbers chapter 22. Balaam called in Moab.

Scriptures. Numbers 22:1-14.

Balak Sends for Balaam
1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side 
Jordan by Jericho.
2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.
3 And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was 
distressed because of the children of Israel.
4 And Moab said unto the elders of Mid'i-an, Now shall this company lick up all that are 
round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was 
king of the Moabites at that time.
5 He sent messengers therefore unto Ba'laam the son of Be'or to Pethor, which is by the 
river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people 
come out from Egypt: Behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me:
6 come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: 
peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the 
land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.
7 ¶ And the elders of Moab and the elders of Mid'i-an departed with the rewards of 
divination in their hand; and they came unto Ba'laam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.
8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the 
LORD shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Ba'laam.
9 And God came unto Ba'laam, and said, What men are these with thee?
10 And Ba'laam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, 
saying,
11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: come 
now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out.
12 And God said unto Ba'laam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the 
people: for they are blessed.
13 And Ba'laam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into 
your land: for the LORD refuseth to give me leave to go with you.
14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Ba'laam refuseth 
to come with us.

Commentary on Numbers 22:1-14.

Verse 1. The Israelites moved from Bashan, after they had conquered Og, and Sihon. 
Some of their tribes settled in those places. The larger group came and pitched their tents in 
the plains of Moab, on the east side of Jordan – across from Jericho. Considered 5-7 miles 
from Jericho.

Verse 2. Balak was the present king of Moab, son of Zippor. He had come to find out 
the Israelites had conquered Og and his territory and Sihon and the Amorites as well, and 
settled in their lands. He considers he and his people were neither able to conquer the 
Israelites or drive them out of their own territory in Moab.

Verse 3. Moabites altogether were afraid that the Israelites would come into their 
country and do to them as they had done to Og and Sihon. They were in great fear and 
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distress. This in spite of their kinship to them – they were of the posterity of Lot whose 
nephew was Abraham. They had a different religion from the Israelites and were in dreadful 
fear of what the Israelites would do to them and their land.

Verse 5. He sent messengers to Balaam, son of Beor. In Joshua 8:2 he is said to be a 
soothsayer. A man abhorred of God – not permitted among God's people, but given great 
credit among the heathen: a fortune teller, who could bring on curses.

Balak sent for him at Pethor, near the Euphrates River. He was told about this people 
that came out of Egypt seeking a new place to live. Balak feared that, being such a large group,
his people and lands were in great danger from the Israelites. They were pitched very near 
him and his country.

Verse 6. The request clearly stated: come now and curse this people for him; they are 
too mighty for him. He was hoping that as the result of the curse he could fight and win over 
them and drive them out of the whole area.

He had good reports that whoever Balaam, blessed, received good things, and who he 
cursed suffered bad consequences; evils fell upon them.

Verse 7. The elders of Moab and Midian went back to their places, satisfied that Balaam
would come and do what was requested to do.

Balak's messengers came to Balaam and delivered his message Balaam.

Verse 8. Apparently this took place at evening so Balaam invited them to lodge there 
that night. It also suggests that he was prepared to do what they asked. He told them he would
tell them his answer after he consults the Lord. He acts like he is close to the true God, and 
will report in the morning what the Lord told him, and therefore what he could or could not 
do. The princes of Moab stayed the night.

Verse 9. God came unto Balaam in a dream, asking what were these men doing there – 
to find what Balaam's answer would show: what his interpretation of their request was in the 
way he worded it.

Verse 10. Balaam answered, from the beginning: Balak sent these men to him with a 
message for him:

Verse 11. Behold, there is a people, come out of Egypt, a large group; come and curse 
them so that he can overcome them and drive them out.

Verse 12. God tells him that he cannot go with them; he shall not curse these people – 
they are blessed by the Lord.

Verse 13. Balaam got up the next morning and told the messengers of Balak that the 
Lord would not permit him to go with them. He does not mention the refusal to curse them. 
Balaam was hoping for another offer, new rewards, and the Lord's relenting His first "no". 
Balaam sought only his own welfare, and anything he could get from anyone else, especially 
Balak.

Verse 14. The messengers rose in the morning – got Balaam's answer of "no", and went 
back to Balak and delivered it: "Balaam refused to come with us." They left out the part of the 
Lord refusing to let him go with them. Balak took it as an attempt to get a better reward of 
money or position from him.
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Scriptures. Numbers 22:15-25.

15 ¶ And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honorable than they.
16 And they came to Ba'laam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let 
nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me:
17 for I will promote thee unto very great honor, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto
me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.
18 And Ba'laam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his 
house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or 
more.
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the 
LORD will say unto me more.
20 And God came unto Ba'laam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, 
rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.

The Angel and Balaam's Ass
21 ¶ And Ba'laam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes 
of Moab.
22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the 
way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were 
with him.
23 And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his 
hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Ba'laam smote the 
ass, to turn her into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, 
and a wall on that side.
25 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and 
crushed Ba'laam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again.

Commentary on Numbers 22:15-25.

Verse 15. Balak sent more important people as his messengers (princes of the first rank 
in his court). He must have thought that Balaam didn't consider those previously important 
enough to go with.

Verse 16. They came to Balaam as instructed, on a mission of great importance. They 
told him that he must not allow anything to hinder him from coming to the king. This was 
urgent; let nothing stop him from coming.

Verse 17. The king will promote him to a high, honorable post in his kingdom – an 
exceeding high honor, and riches.

Balaam requests his house full of silver and gold, only then will he do whatever Balak 
asks him to do.

The request first made is repeated: "come and curse him these people" (the word used 
here is a "lighter curse" word). Here to blaspheme, and curse for their utter ruin, to deprive of 
all benefit, to utterly destroy.

Verse 18. Balaam answered, telling Balak's servants: even if he receives his house full of
silver and gold, he cannot go beyond the word of the Lord his God. But just the same he 
clearly wished to get all he could for himself, hoping the Lord would change His mind.
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Verse 19. Balaam tells the messengers to also stay the night with him. He could have 
sent them back with an absolute "no" to Balak. Again he will inquire of the Lord if there could 
be any change. His dissatisfaction in the former answer shows his greed for riches and high 
honors.

Verse 20. God came to Balaam that night and told him to rise up and go with the men if
his lusts were so extreme, but he will be held to do exactly what the Lord tells him to do (never
to curse Israel).

Verse 21. Balaam's eagerness caused him to get up early in the morning, not waiting on 
anyone else, get ready to go and saddled his donkey. Apparently the princes of Moab had 
gotten up early also and were ready to go as well. They started together but by some means 
parted company before the drama with the mule took place; only his two servants were with 
him then.

Verse 22. God's anger was aroused because Balaam went, not even waiting for the 
princes to call him; nor did he inform them (as he hadn't the previous messengers) that God 
said he should not curse Israel. Thus it appears that Balaam had the intention of cursing Israel
God knew this and His anger was kindled.

The angel of the Lord stood in Balaam's way to stop him: he was riding his donkey and 
his two servants were with him.

Verse 23. The donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing of the way. The Lord gave this 
power to the animal and not to Balaam. The angel held his sword drawn in his hand. The 
donkey turned aside to avoid the angel, the threat of great harm, off the common road into a 
field. Balaam hit his donkey with his staff, to turn her back on the road.

Verse 24. But the angel of the Lord stood in the path of the vineyard which were in the 
field the donkey had gone into; now onto a very narrow path which had a stone wall on both 
sides, now impossible to go into the field.

Verse 25. When the animal saw the angel of the Lord directly in front of her, no room to
turn either way: she thrust herself into one of the walls trying to get by the angel. But the 
action crushed Balaam's foot against the wall. Balaam struck her again.

Scriptures. Numbers 22:26-41.

26 And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no 
way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Ba'laam: and 
Ba'laam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Ba'laam, What have I 
done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?
29 And Ba'laam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a 
sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.
30 And the ass said unto Ba'laam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever 
since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 ¶ Then the LORD opened the eyes of Ba'laam, and he saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these 
three times? Behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me:
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33 and the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from 
me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.
34 And Ba'laam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou 
stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Ba'laam, Go with the men: but only the word that 
I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Ba'laam went with the princes of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that Ba'laam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of 
Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast.
37 And Balak said unto Ba'laam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore
camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honor?
38 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to 
say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Ba'laam went with Balak, and they came unto Kir'jath–hu'zoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Ba'laam, and to the princes that were 
with him.

Balaam Blesses Israel
41 ¶ And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Ba'laam, and brought him up into
the high places of Ba'al, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people.

Commentary on Numbers 22:26-41.

Verse 26. The angel went further – to a more narrow place where there was no way to 
turn either way (not the left or the right – no going forward or backward).

Verse 27. This is the 3rd time the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she fell down under
Balaam (onto her knees). Balaam again got angry (enrage) and hit her with his staff.

Verse 28. The Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she spoke to Balaam: "what 
Have I done to thee that thou has smitten me these three times?"

Verse 29. Balaam readily answers the animal, because she ran him into a wall and 
rolled in the dirt. Was she trying to kill him or hurt him? He was so upset he says that if he 
had a sword in hand he would kill her now.

Verse 30. The donkey then said to Balaam – hasn't she been his donkey, which he rode 
from the time he got her to now? Even from his youth till now! Had she ever acted in this way 
before, and he said no. Why hadn't he already realized the uniqueness of all this?

Verse 31. Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, and then he saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way, with the drawn sword in his hand. He fell to the ground, bowing his head 
down, flat on his face. He was in reverence and fear.

Verse 32. The angel of the Lord spoke to him: Why has he struck his donkey these three
times? He was the one obstructing the way, not the donkey. His way was perverse before the 
angel – going to serve Balak and even possibly to curse Israel.

Verse 33. Three times the donkey saw him in the way and turned aside those 3 times. If 
she hadn't he would only have killed him and left the donkey alive.
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Verse 34. Balaam confessed his sin unto the angel of the Lord. He had wrongly beaten 
his donkey. Now he knew that the donkey did what she did because the angel stood, 
threateningly, in the way. He is now ready to obey the will of the angel – he'll go back, 
submitting to the angel's will.

Verse 35. The angel of the Lord told Balaam that he could go with the men: permission 
for him to follow his own heart's lusts. There is one necessary condition: only the word the 
angel will speak unto him will Balaam speak. Balaam was determined to go so he got back 
together with Balak's messengers and went with them to Balak's place.

Verse 36. When Balak heard that Balaam was on his way, he went out to meet him: to 
show him respect, and encourage him to do his best for him. The place was a city of Moab, on 
the bank of the river Arnon, thought to be Ar of Moab – an extreme part of Moab. This 
showed the king's great respect of Balaam.

Verse 37. Upon their meeting Balak spoke to Balaam – did I not earnestly send for him,
by the first messengers and he had refused his request to come to him. So he had to send 
another group of more important messengers, with the message: "am I not able indeed to 
promote thee to honor" – wealth and riches already!

Verse 38. Balaam said unto Balak, "Lo, I am come unto thee!" But he then says as a 
question: does he now have the power to say anything? And the answer: "the Word God puts 
in his mouth, that is what he will say." No real details, leaves interpretation open.

Verse 39. Balaam went with Balak to his royal city where his palace was: Kirjath–
huzoth, a well-populated city.

Verse 40. And Balak offered oxen and sheep. The heathen kings were often the ones 
who sacrificed – kings were commonly priests; Balaam, as a prophet was to observe and 
explain any omen; then they would have a feast of part of the offerings. So Balak sent part of it
to Balaam and the princes of Moab and Midian that were with him. Thus to show his rejoicing 
that Balaam had returned with them, and hoping Balaam was in high spirits enough to do as 
he wanted him to.

Verse 41. On the following day, early in the morning, Balak was very eager to complete 
his plan of getting Balaam to curse these Israelites.

He took Balaam into the high places of their idol, Baal, where groves were planted and 
altars to the idol were. From there the major part of Israelites could be observed. Thereby 
Balaam could direct his curses at them, and therefore be more successful.

End.
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Lesson XXIII

Numbers chapter 23.

Scriptures. Numbers 23:1-10.

1 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven 
oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Ba'laam had spoken; and Balak and Ba'laam offered on every altar a 
bullock and a ram.
3 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go: peradventure 
the LORD will come to meet me; and whatsoever he showeth me I will tell thee. And he went 
to a high place.
4 And God met Ba'laam: and he said unto him, I have prepared seven altars, and I have 
offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram.
5 And the LORD put a word in Ba'laam's mouth, and said, Return unto Balak, and thus 
thou shalt speak.
6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, and all the 
princes of Moab.
7 And he took up his parable, and said,
Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram,
out of the mountains of the east, saying,
Come, curse me Jacob,
and come, defy Israel.
8 How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed?
Or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied?
9 For from the top of the rocks I see him,
and from the hills I behold him:
lo, the people shall dwell alone,
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.
10 Who can count the dust of Jacob,
and the number of the fourth part of Israel?
Let me die the death of the righteous,
and let my last end be like his!

Commentary on Numbers 23:1-10.

Verse 1. After viewing the people of Israel from one of the high places of Baal, Balaam 
tells Balak to build 7 altars – more than Israel was ever to do. It was pure idolatry. Balaam 
wanted Balak to join him in making an offering.

No doubt Balaam pretended to make his offering to Jehovah, to convince Him to agree 
to his cursing Israel. To convince Balak to join him he included some Heathen rights – 7 oxen 
and 7 rams. The high place and multiple altars and sacrifices was to convince Balak, to in fact, 
sacrifice to Jehovah.

Verse 2. Balak complied to every detail requested by Balaam. Both offered on every 
altar a bullock and a ram. Balak agrees to do this to also get Balaam's God to his side so he 
could rule the people of Israel.
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Verse 3. Balaam told Balak to stand next to the sacrifice while it was burning – as 
presenting himself before the Lord. Balaam will go a small distance – in a private place – 
where the Lord may come before him.

Verse 4. God did meet Balaam there. Balaam spoke, in fact bragging of all he had done 
in setting up 7 altars, and offering the animals (14: bullocks and rams) to him. Though he 
hadn't paid anything for any of it. They also were not offered in the proper way or for a 
righteous reason. All of this was abominable to the Lord.

Verse 5. The Lord's response was to impress upon Balam what he will say when he 
returns to Balak. This was impressed upon him to deliver these words.

Verse 6. As Balaam returned to Balak, Balak and all the princes of Moab stood by the 
burnt sacrifice, hoping for the success of their efforts.

Verse 7. Balaam spoke, he delivered the words that the Lord had put into his mouth, 
the prophetic word: "Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the 
mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel."

Verse 8. Then the question: "How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed?" He 
wanted Balak's money and honors, but did not see any way that he could do what God has the 
intent. He will not curse His own people of the promise – therefore and final: Balaam will not 
defy whom the Lord has not defied.

Verse 9. From the top of the rock, the hills where he now stood, Balaam could see the 
camp of the Israelites in the plains of Moab below him. They are and will be a people that shall
dwell alone: their faith, laws, customs, and way of living, food, and clothing. They shall dwell 
safely protected by God Almighty. They will not be accountable to other nations nor mix with 
them.

Verse 10. Who can count the people of Israel, their posterity, their numbers 
uncountable (as the dust of the earth).

Let me die as one righteous, my last end be like the reward of grace.

Scriptures. Numbers 23:11-18.

11 ¶ And Balak said unto Ba'laam, What hast thou done unto me? I took thee to curse 
mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.
12 And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which the LORD hath 
put in my mouth?
13 ¶ And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto another place, from 
whence thou mayest see them: thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see 
them all: and curse me them from thence.
14 And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven 
altars, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.
15 And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while I meet the LORD 
yonder.
16 And the LORD met Ba'laam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Go again unto 
Balak, and say thus.
17 And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, and the princes of 
Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, What hath the LORD spoken?
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18 And he took up his parable, and said,
Rise up, Balak, and hear;
hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor:

Commentary on Numbers 23:11-18.

Verse 11. Balak retorts: what have you done for me! Nothing! He wanted Balaam to 
curse his enemies: the Israelites, though they had done him no harm. He was fearful of them. 
Now Balaam has actually blessed these people as God's people altogether.

Verse 12. Balaam's reply was to state that he was totally limited by what the Lord put in 
his mouth: he could not do otherwise.

Verse 13. Balak would not give up, and had to give it another try; to succeed at another 
time, at another place. A place where only a small number of them will be in sight. He figures 
Balaam won't be afraid of such a small group and he will curse them. Then he will go forward 
and eventually curse them all.

Verse 14. Balak brought him to a watchtower, at the top of Mt. Pisgah, overlooking the 
plains of Moab, where the Israelite camp was. He built 7 altars and offered a bull and a ram on
each altar.

Verse 15. Balaam told Balak to stand by the burnt offerings, while he met the Lord a 
short distance away.

Verse 16. The Lord met Balaam and put a word in his mouth to tell Balak.

Verse 17. When Balaam came back, Balak and princes of Moab were with him, and he 
asked: "What hath the LORD spoken?"

Verse 18. Balaam told Balak to focus his attention, and listen carefully to what he was 
about to say: "Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor".

Scriptures. Numbers 23:19-30.

19 God is not a man, that he should lie;
neither the son of man, that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not do it?
Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
20 Behold, I have received commandment to bless:
and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.
21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob,
neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel:
the LORD his God is with him,
and the shout of a king is among them.
22 God brought them out of Egypt;
he hath as it were the strength of a unicorn.
23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob,
neither is there any divination against Israel:
according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel,
What hath God wrought!
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24 Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion,
and lift up himself as a young lion:
he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey,
and drink the blood of the slain.
25 ¶ And Balak said unto Ba'laam, Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.
26 But Ba'laam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, All that the LORD 
speaketh, that I must do?
27 And Balak said unto Ba'laam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place; 
peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence.
28 And Balak brought Ba'laam unto the top of Pe'or, that looketh toward Jeshi'mon.
29 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven 
bullocks and seven rams.
30 And Balak did as Ba'laam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.

Commentary on Numbers 23:19-30.

Verse 19. God is Truth and cannot lie. His Word is of old the record of Truth. His 
prophecies of old were brought to pass. Neither has He done nor would He do anything He 
would need to repent of, as do all created humans. There was no reason to hope or believe that
God would change His purpose or promises concerning the people of Israel, or curse them, 
since He had promised to bless them.

What He has said: He will do it and make it good!

Verse 20. Balaam has been commanded to bless them; God has blessed them – Balaam 
cannot reverse it. This is not reversible. What He has blessed shall He bring every detail to 
pass.

Verse 21. He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob or perverseness in Israel. Their sins He 
has forgiven. None of them worshiped idols. They were sinners, and did continually sin, but 
are chastised by Him. God is with them, defending and protecting them. Therefore it is in vain
for any to be against them, or to hurt them. His glorious Majesty – His Word and His 
presence among them is as a King over and with them.

Verse 22. God brought them out of Egypt with a mighty-outstretched arm. He will 
bring them through the wilderness into Canaan. He will not allow them to perish. Their 
strength is expressed by the unicorn (as in Job 39:11).

Verse 23. Here Balaam explains that nothing he could do would ever prevail, or bring a 
curse upon the children of Israel. It would be useless, pointless for Balak to expect any such 
outcome from him or any other fortune tellers or enchanters. NO matter the time, observers 
will have to pronounce that what has happened to Jacob and Israel: all were in God's hands, 
and so will their future be.

Verse 24. Their arising shall be like a great lion, lift himself as a young lion: full of 
strength and courage. Once aroused, he will not take a break or lie down until he has 
destroyed his prey – eating the prey and drinking their blood. They would slaughter their 
enemies. Balaam would be also one of their slaughtered (Chapter 31:7,8 by Joshua's forces in 
Canaan).

Verse 25. Balak told Balaam – if he couldn't curse these people – then certainly he must
not bless them! To do nothing would be better.
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Verse 26. Balaam chose to answer Balak's statement. Hadn't he told him that he 
(Balaam) was always obliged to say and do exactly, what the Lord said to him, he must do. He 
would have done Balak's request otherwise, without hesitation.

Verse 27. Balak hasn't yet given up. He proceeds to tell Balaam that he will take him to 
another place – a holy place, where God may be more open to Balaam cursing Israel from 
thence.

Verse 28. Balak brought him to the top of Peor – a high mountain in Moab – a gap 
therein where Baal was worshiped (called Baal-Peor – see 23:3), a temple built there for Baal. 
It looked towards Jeshimon – a full view of Israel's encampment.

Verse 29. Balaam told Balak he would try again to please him (for his own benefit). 
Balak is requested again, to build here 7 altars and offer 7 rams and 7 bullocks upon the altars.
This was like the offerings used by the true worshipers of God Almighty. Balaam certainly 
hoped these would be more acceptable to the Lord.

Verse 30. Balak followed Balaam's directions – and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar, even as before.

end
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Lesson XXIV

Numbers chapter 24.

Scriptures. Numbers 24:1-14.

1 And when Ba'laam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not, as at other
times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness.
2 And Ba'laam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents according to their 
tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon him.
3 And he took up his parable, and said,
Ba'laam the son of Be'or hath said,
and the man whose eyes are open hath said:
4 he hath said, which heard the words of God,
which saw the vision of the Almighty,
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:
5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob,
and thy tabernacles, O Israel!
6 As the valleys are they spread forth,
as gardens by the river's side,
as the trees of lignaloes which the LORD hath planted,
and as cedar trees beside the waters.
7 He shall pour the water out of his buckets,
and his seed shall be in many waters,
and his king shall be higher than Agag,
and his kingdom shall be exalted.
8 God brought him forth out of Egypt;
he hath as it were the strength of a unicorn:
he shall eat up the nations his enemies,
and shall break their bones,
and pierce them through with his arrows.
9 He couched, he lay down as a lion,
and as a great lion: who shall stir him up?
Blessed is he that blesseth thee,
and cursed is he that curseth thee.

Balaam's Prophecy
10 ¶ And Balak's anger was kindled against Ba'laam, and he smote his hands together: and
Balak said unto Ba'laam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
altogether blessed them these three times.
11 Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee unto great honor; but, 
lo, the LORD hath kept thee back from honor.
12 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest 
unto me, saying,
13 If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
commandment of the LORD, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the LORD 
saith, that will I speak?
14 And now, behold, I go unto my people: come therefore, and I will advertise thee what 
this people shall do to thy people in the latter days.

257

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Commentary on Numbers 24:1-14.

Verse 1. Again Balaam saw that the Lord had a determined stand to bless and not curse 
Israel. This time he did not go to seek enchantments at a short distance from the sacrifices 
(using his divining arts), to make careful observations to suggest predictions from them. He 
stood by the sacrifices looking upon the camp of the Israelites to take any advantage that came
to him.

Verse 2. Balaam looked upon the tents of Israel, in the order of their tribes, under their 
standards. And the spirit of God came upon him to prophecy.

Verse 3. Balaam began the prophecy with a loud voice, in the hearing of Balak and his 
nobles: it began showing great pride and vanity; more excellent than his father Beor; whose 
eyes were once closed, but now wide-open, has spoken.

Verse 4. He heard the very words of God; God spoke directly to him and was seen by 
him (and his donkey) as the Angel of God (Jesus pre-incarnate); and not in a trance. Then 
what he said under the spirit of prophecy.

Verse 5. "How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!" Pilgrims 
and sojourners, in a movable state, dwelling in the presence of God, at peace and with trust 
and confidence in God and each other.

Verse 6. They are spread out in the valleys between mountains (12 miles by 12 miles) in 
the plains of Moab. As gardens by the rivers – well-watered, producing beneficial plants of 
every description: as in gardens: flowers, plants, including trees – even the tree of aloes which 
the Lord had planted – a very fragrant scent from the leaves. As cedar trees beside the waters: 
they grew very high, spread out, durable, long-lived (to which the righteous are compared in 
Psalms 92:12): "he shall grow like a cedar."

Verse 7. God will send down His buckets of water to these valleys, upon the plants, 
make them fruitful. His seed shall be in many waters (the seed of offspring of Israel) 
spreading all over the land.

His king shall be higher than the kings of Amalek – presently Agag. His kingdom shall 
be exalted (especially in the days of David and Solomon). And even more in the days of the 
Messiah as king – reigning from sea to sea, to the ends of the earth. (Jewish commentators.)

Verse 8. God brought him forth from Egypt with the strength of a unicorn (as in verse 
23). He will eat up all the nations of Canaan (7). Their end will be utter destruction, as a lion 
breaks the bones of their prey: their arrows shall pierce them through: utterly slain shall they 
be.

Verse 9. His armies were couched: as a great lion would lay down securely, no fear of 
any enemies. "Who shall stir him up?" That would be deadly dangerous. Conclusion: blessed 
is he who blesses thee; and cursed is he that curseth thee (the very words in which Isaac 
blessed Jacob – ancestors of these Israelites).

Balaam ended up cursing himself by cursing Israel in his mind and heart: he would 
have done it out loud if he had been permitted. Balaam had to confirm Israel's blessing 
against his own will.
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Verse 10. Balak was enraged by Balaam's words; he had been patient, but Balaam 
continually mettled him. He hit his hands together expressively. He spoke to Balaam.

Verse 11. He told Balaam to flee his own country – he could no longer bear his presence
– otherwise something bad might happen to him. He had hoped to promote him unto great 
honor and rewards. And now, the Lord he obeys has kept him back from these worldly 
benefits. See how he will pay Balaam for it.

Verse 12. Balaam replied to Balak: reminding him that he had spoken this reality to the 
messengers sent to him. The second group he had told the situation and conditions to – the 
same as he later had repeated directly to Balak.

Verse 13. He tells Balak again: if he would give him his house full of silver and gold, he 
still could not go beyond the commandment of the Lord – either good or bad of his own mind:
what the Lord says – that only will he speak. For this reason Balak had no reason to be so 
angry with him.

Verse 14. Balaam told him, now, behold, I will go unto my own people. He offers to 
counsel Balak some according to future predictions concerning this people – how to seduce 
them into idolatry – and what they will do in latter times to Balak's people. (Numbers 25:1,2.)

Scriptures. Numbers 24:15-25.

15 And he took up his parable, and said,
Ba'laam the son of Be'or hath said,
and the man whose eyes are open hath said:
16 he hath said, which heard the words of God,
and knew the knowledge of the Most High,
which saw the vision of the Almighty,
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:
17 I shall see him, but not now:
I shall behold him, but not nigh:
there shall come a Star out of Jacob,
and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel,
and shall smite the corners of Moab,
and destroy all the children of Sheth.
18 And Edom shall be a possession,
Se'ir also shall be a possession for his enemies;
and Israel shall do valiantly.
19 Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion,
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city.
20 ¶ And when he looked on Am'alek, he took up his parable, and said,
Am'alek was the first of the nations;
but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever.
21 ¶ And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said,
Strong is thy dwelling place,
and thou puttest thy nest in a rock.
22 Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted,
until Asshur shall carry thee away captive.
23 ¶ And he took up his parable, and said,
Alas, who shall live when God doeth this!
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24 And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim,
and shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber,
and he also shall perish for ever.
25 ¶ And Ba'laam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also went his 
way.

Commentary on Numbers 24:15-25.

Verses 15,16. These verses repeat the preface he spoke as recorded in verses 3 and 4. 
One clause is added: "knew the knowledge of the Most High". These Names of God were also 
known by the patriarchs of Israel. Balaam's knowledge was a professed one, in his works 
Balaam sought only his own benefit. God did converse with him, but only for the benefit of 
Israel, to prevent Balaam from doing anything (curse) against them.

Verse 17. Balaam's prophecy: he shall Him but not at that time; one that would descend
from Israel, no other than the Messiah. This was a prophecy of Balaam standing before Him 
on his day of judgment. His coming was not near. He was not coming soon to smite the 
borders of Moab, so Balak had reason to fear. And Balaam would have no presence or 
nearness to him. Balaam continues his prophecy:
"there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel..." Many interpret 
this to be David, and others of the Messiah. Or of both: first part of David, the full and 
complete part is in Christ.

The star can be considered: when a star steers its course unto Jacob, then a sceptre-
bearer shall rise up unto Israel.

It is suggested that the Magi were informed of this prophecy of Balaam by their founder
(Zoroaster) who had read the prophecy of Balaam.

This star shall smite all of Moab, and kill the princes thereof (David later did this). 
Christ will finish this when He destroys the anti Christian nations (19:15-21) and rule over all 
the children of men.

Verse 18. Edom shall be a possession. Seir also (a mount in the land of Edom, where 
Esau formerly dwelt). Israel shall do valiantly and have much spoil from them.

Verse 19. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion – from sea to sea (the 
Messiah), and shall destroy any in the cities, not one will be left.

Verse 20. From where now stood (Mount Peor), he looked south, he looked upon 
Amalek: Balaam took up his parabled prophecy aloud: Amalek was first among the nations 
that was taken over by Israel: his later end, he perish forever (Deuteronomy 25:9). Done by 
Saul, then by David.

Verse 21. Then he looked on the place where the Kenites dwelt: and prophecied about 
them – they dwelt in a strong place – rocky places, crags, where they mock their "nests", 
where they considered themselves safe, unreachable.

Verse 22. Nevertheless they shall gradually waste away. They were but few in Saul's 
time. The Assyrians (Ashur) would carry them away as captives.

Verse 23. Again Balaam began another parable prophecy: alas, who shall live? What 
God allows when the Assyrians (Ashur) and the Persians are destroyed by Alexander, and the 
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destruction of the Jews by the Romans (which had not been the like from the beginning of the 
world).

Verse 24. Ships shall come from the coast of Chittim (a part of Greece) and afflict Ashur
(part of the Persian Empire) and afflict Eber (the Hebrews). And he that afflicted them will 
perish forever – the Greek Empire under Alexander.

Verse 25. Balaam got up and went to his home. But before he got there, he stayed a 
while in the Moabite region. Balak also went toward his home. Balaam was later killed by the 
Israelites in their battle with Moabites (numbers chapter 32:8).

finis
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Lesson XXV

Numbers chapter 25.

Scriptures. Numbers 25:1-9.

Israel Worships Baal–peor
1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab.
2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and 
bowed down to their gods.
3 And Israel joined himself unto Ba'al–pe'or: and the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Israel.
4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up 
before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from 
Israel.
5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined 
unto Ba'al–pe'or.
6 ¶ And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a 
Mid'i-anitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
7 And when Phin'ehas, the son of Ele-a'zar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up 
from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;
8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the 
man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of
Israel.
9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

Commentary on Numbers 25:1-9.

Verse 1. Israel abode in Shittim – in the plains of Moab. It was named for the wood 
named Shittim Wood – from the acacia tree which abundantly grew in the deserts of Arabia – 
their last station in the wilderness; even to the death of Moses. They were on the border of 
Canaan.

But it was here that the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab
and Midian. This had been Balaam's advice to Balak and the others. The Israelites enticed to 
commit lewd and abominable actions. This led directly to wrath, a curse and plague upon the 
Israelites from their God.

Verse 2. The women of Moab and Midian also enticed the Israelites unto the sacrifices 
to their gods, and the feasts thereof to their idols. This was very enticing to young people – 
they did not refuse the invitation. They did eat and were led into other acts of idolatry – even 
bowing down to their gods. Committing one sin, to enjoy the other as well.

Verse 3. Israelites joined themselves to Baal-peor – a general name for any idol was 
Baal – Peor the mountain where it was worshiped. The anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel. A plague was sent among them.

Verse 4. The Lord told Moses to gather the head of the people to judge those that 
worshiped Baal-peor and condemn those found guilty of idolatry, to hang them near the 
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tabernacle – done openly in daylight – that all may see and fear. They were hung all day, 
taken down at sunset. This was to turn the Lord's fierce anger away from Israel.

Verse 5. Moses also told the judges to slay every one of their men that were joined unto 
Baal-peor.

Verse 6. At that time, one of the children of Israel came from one of the cities of 
Midian, had gone so far as to bring back with him a Midianitish woman to his brethren's tents.
He did this openly, in sight of Moses and all, of the congregation of the people of Israel. These 
people weeping over all these just slain for their sin before the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.

Verse 7. When Phinehas, son of Eleazer, son of Aaron the priest, saw this man pass by 
with his whore, he became stirred up by his impudence. He became quickly full of anger, for 
the glory of his God, against the sin and sinner. The honor and righteousness of God's law was
being violated, and to prevent any others from being tempted to follow into the same sin by 
such a brazen public example of a well-known and respect person: Eleazer arose from the 
congregation. He was a priest and civil authority. He took up a javelin in his hand, and 
pursued the criminal.

Verse 8. He followed the man into the tent where the harlot and he had entered – 
known as a brothel location. He took the javelin and thrust them both through, in their bellies 
– in the very action of their sin. The result: the plague that had broken out among the children
of Israel was stopped – this showed God's approval of this action.

Verse 9. Twenty-four thousand had died from the plague – this included those hung.

Scriptures. Numbers 25:10-18.

10 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
11 Phin'ehas, the son of Ele-a'zar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away 
from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed 
not the children of Israel in my jealousy.
12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:
13 and he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting 
priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of 
Israel.
14 ¶ Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Mid'i-
anitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.
15 And the name of the Mid'i-anitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of 
Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Mid'i-an.
16 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
17 Vex the Mid'i-anites, and smite them:
18 for they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of 
Pe'or, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Mid'i-an, their sister, which was 
slain in the day of the plague for Pe'or's sake.
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Commentary on Numbers 25:10-18.

Verse 10. The Lord continued speaking to Moses.

Verse 11. Phinehas is identified as in the priestly line – descendant of Aaron – therefore
a man of authority, perhaps one of the judges ordered by Moses to slay a man; and heir 
apparent to the office of high priest. His action has turned away God's wrath from the children
of Israel. His act showed his zeal to plead the cause of the Lord, to honor His law. This caused 
the Lord to stop the plague, that had resulted from the Israelites' abominations.

Verse 12. Moses is to speak privately to Phinehas – he has nothing to fear – from the 
Israelites or the Lord. The Lord gives him a covenant of peace and reconciliation.

Verse 13. The covenant and all its blessings he shall have, and his descendants after 
him: this includes an everlasting priesthood.

Verse 14. The man killed with the Midianite woman was Zimri, son of Salu – prince of 
the house of Simeon.

Verse 15. The woman slain was named Cozbi, daughter of Zur – who was a head of a 
tribe in Midian.

Verse 16. Some time later, the Lord spoke unto Moses.

Verse 17. He is to direct the people of Israel to go to war with the Midianites and smite 
them with the sword (not with Moab – whose people were descendants of Lot). It appears that
Balaam's council to draw the Israelites into fornication and idolatry – thereby bringing God's 
curse upon themselves. They told the Moabites this advice – both were involved in putting 
this in motion.

Verse 18. In this way they had enticed into these serious sins – directly leading to God's
wrath. This includes seducing them to worship Baal-Peor – their idol. Now seduced by a 
daughter of a prince of Midian. This was during the plague upon Israel, because of the 
worship of that idol. This was the plague stopped.
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Lesson XXVI

Numbers chapter 26.

Scriptures. Numbers 26:1-11.

The Numbering of Israel in Moab
1 And it came to pass after the plague, that the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Ele-
a'zar the son of Aaron the priest, saying,
2 Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and
upward, throughout their fathers' house, all that are able to go to war in Israel.
3 And Moses and Ele-a'zar the priest spake with them in the plains of Moab by Jordan 
near Jericho, saying,
4 Take the sum of the people, from twenty years old and upward; as the LORD 
commanded Moses and the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt.
5 ¶ Reuben, the eldest son of Israel: the children of Reuben; Hanoch, of whom cometh 
the family of the Ha'nochites: of Pallu, the family of the Pal'lu-ites:
6 of Hezron, the family of the Hez'ronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.
7 These are the families of the Reubenites: and they that were numbered of them were 
forty and three thousand and seven hundred and thirty.
8 And the sons of Pallu; Eli'ab.
9 And the sons of Eli'ab; Nem'u-el, and Dathan, and Abi'ram. This is that Dathan and 
Abi'ram, which were famous in the congregation, who strove against Moses and against Aaron
in the company of Korah, when they strove against the LORD:
10 and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah, when 
that company died, what time the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they became 
a sign.
11 Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not.

Commentary on Numbers 26:1-11.

Verse 1. After the events in the preceding chapter (after the plague), the Lord spoke to 
Moses and Eleazar (now succeeding Aaron – now dead, in the priesthood).

Verse 2. They are to take the sum of all the children of Israel now living – to see if all of 
those of the old generations that came out of Egypt were now dead, of the age at which this 
sum was taken, but two.

Verse 3. Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with the heads of the children of Israel to 
assist them in numbering the people, as had been done 38 years ago. All those princes were 
now dead, so this was another generation. This took place by the Jordan river, near Jericho. 
The instructions follow.

Verse 4. Count the people from twenty years old and upward. So there could not be one 
over sixty – except Joshua and Caleb (except in the tribe of Levi, who were not counted either 
time, being set aside unto the Lord's service).

Verses 5,6,7. Reuben, the eldest tribe (eldest son of Israel) – four families descended 
from him: from Hanoch, Pallu, and Carmi. The number of men, 20 and up – fit for war, were 
43,730 (this tribe was decreased 2,770) – the rebellion of Abiram and Dathan caused this – 
they were not now counted.
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Verse 8. And the son of Pallu (Eliab – father of Dathan and Abiram (50. verse 42).

Verse 9. The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, and Datham, and Abiram. Nemuel is not 
mentioned elsewhere. Who rebelled against Moses and Aaron in company with Korah, when 
they rebelled against the Lord.

Verse 10. The earth opened up and swallowed them up: their wives and children, 
houses and tents, all their goods; Korah – who was with him – 250 men, devoured by fire 
(chapter 16:2,17,35).

They became a sign: to deter others from such rebellion – trying to take part of a 
priest's service.

Verse 11. In spite of all this, Korah's children did not die. They had no part in his 
rebellion, and suffered no consequences of his sins and crime.

Scriptures. Numbers 26:12-22.

12 ¶ The sons of Simeon after their families: of Nem'u-el, the family of the Nem'u-elites: of
Jamin, the family of the Ja'minites: of Jachin, the family of the Ja'chinites:
13 of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites: of Sha'ul, the family of the Sha'ulites.
14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty and two thousand and two hundred.
15 ¶ The children of Gad after their families: of Zephon, the family of the Ze'phonites: of 
Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites:
16 of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites:
17 of Arod, the family of the Ar'odites: of Ar'eli, the family of the Ar'elites.
18 These are the families of the children of Gad according to those that were numbered of 
them, forty thousand and five hundred.
19 ¶ The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.
20 And the sons of Judah after their families were; of Shelah, the family of the She'lanites: 
of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites.
21 And the sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family of the Hez'ronites: of Hamul, the 
family of the Ha'mulites.
22 These are the families of Judah according to those that were numbered of them, 
threescore and sixteen thousand and five hundred.

Commentary on Numbers 26:12-22.

Verses 12-14. The sons of Simeon (next to Reuben by birth) were 5, their number 
22,200 – formerly 37,100. A great number who died of the plague (after fornication and 
idolatry).

Verses 15-18. The children of Gad (also encamped under Reuben's standard): seven 
families whose number was now 40,500 (5,150 less than before – probably because of their 
trying to enter Canaan contrary to God's will, and defeated by Amalekites – chapter 14:40-45).

Verses 19-22. The sons of Judah – his first 2 sons died because of their sin (without 
offspring). Three other families amounting to 76,500 (an increase of 1,900 since the last 
count) – which points to Jacob's blessing (Genesis 49:8).

266

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Scriptures. Numbers 26:23-34.

23 ¶ Of the sons of Is'sachar after their families: of Tola, the family of the To'laites: of Pu'a,
the family of the Punites:
24 of Jashub, the family of the Ja'shubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shim'ronites.
25 These are the families of Is'sachar according to those that were numbered of them, 
threescore and four thousand and three hundred.
26 ¶ Of the sons of Zeb'ulun after their families: of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of 
Elon, the family of the E'lonites: of Jah'leel, the family of the Jah'leelites.
27 These are the families of the Zeb'ulunites according to those that were numbered of 
them, threescore thousand and five hundred.
28 ¶ The sons of Joseph after their families were Manas'seh and E'phra-im.
29 Of the sons of Manas'seh: of Machir, the family of the Ma'chirites: and Machir begat 
Gil'e-ad: of Gil'e-ad come the family of the Gil'e-adites.
30 These are the sons of Gil'e-ad: of Je-e'zer, the family of the Je-e'zerites: of Helek, the 
family of the He'lekites:
31 and of As'ri-el, the family of the As'ri-elites: and of Shechem, the family of the 
She'chemites:
32 and of Shemi'da, the family of the Shemi'da-ites: and of Hepher, the family of the 
He'pherites.
33 And Zelo'phehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the names of the 
daughters of Zelo'phehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.
34 These are the families of Manas'seh, and those that were numbered of them, fifty and 
two thousand and seven hundred.

Commentary on Numbers 26:23-34.

Verses 23-25. Under the standard of Judah – Issachar had four families, the number of 
warlike men was 64,300 (an increase of 9,900).

Verses 26,27. Sons of Zebulun (also under the standard of Judah) three families, 
numbering 60,500 (an increase of 3,100).

Verses 28-34. The sons of Joseph: Manasseh and Ephraim. Ephraim had only one son 
Machir – who had Gilead, who had six sons – one of his sons (Zelephehad) had no son but 6 
daughters (whose names are listed). The total men of this tribe was 52,700 – an increase of 
20,500.

Scriptures. Numbers 26:35-47.

35 ¶ These are the sons of E'phra-im after their families: of Shuthe'lah, the family of the 
Shu'thalhites: of Becher, the family of the Bachrites: of Tahan, the family of the Ta'hanites.
36 And these are the sons of Shuthe'lah: of Eran, the family of the E'ranites.
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37 These are the families of the sons of E'phra-im according to those that were numbered 
of them, thirty and two thousand and five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph after their 
families.
38 ¶ The sons of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the family of the Be'laites: of 
Ashbel, the family of the Ash'belites: of Ahi'ram, the family of the Ahi'ramites:
39 of Shupham, the family of the Shu'phamites: of Hupham, the family of the 
Hu'phamites.
40 And the sons of Bela were Ard and Na'aman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: and of 
Na'aman, the family of the Na'amites.
41 These are the sons of Benjamin after their families: and they that were numbered of 
them were forty and five thousand and six hundred.
42 ¶ These are the sons of Dan after their families: of Shuham, the family of the 
Shu'hamites. These are the families of Dan after their families.
43 All the families of the Shu'hamites, according to those that were numbered of them, 
were threescore and four thousand and four hundred.
44 ¶ Of the children of Asher after their families: of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites: of 
Jes'u-i, the family of the Jes'u-ites: of Beri'ah, the family of the Beri'ites.
45 Of the sons of Beri'ah: of Heber, the family of the He'berites: of Mal'chi-el, the family of
the Mal'chi-elites.
46 And the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah.
47 These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those that were numbered of 
them; who were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.

Commentary on Numbers 26:35-47.

Verse 35-37. Son of Ephraim – their families: Shuthalhite, Bachrite, and Tahanite. 
Shuthelah had a son – Eran who had a family – the Eranites. The grand total 2as 32,500, a 
decrease of 8,000.

Verses 38-41. Sons of Benjamin: Ahiram, Shupham, and Hupham. The last five are 
families of the Belaite, Ashbelite, Ahiramite, Shuphamite, the Haphamite; from the eldest 
sprang to other families sprang the Ardite and Naamite – two sons of Bela. Total men 45,600; 
an increase of 10,200.

Verses 42,43. The sons of Dan: Shuham and his family were counted 64,400, an 
increase of 1,700 men.

Verses 44-47. Children of Asher: families of the Jimnite, and Benite; from the latter two
others: the Hebrite and Malchielite. Asher had a daughter named Sarah (sister of Asher's sons
in Genesis 46:17). The total of this tribe was 53,400: increase of 11,000.

Scriptures. Numbers 26:48-56.

48 ¶ Of the sons of Naph'tali after their families: of Jah'zeel, the family of the Jah'zeelites: 
of Guni, the family of the Gunites:
49 of Jezer, the family of the Jez'erites: of Shillem, the family of the Shil'lemites.
50 These are the families of Naph'tali according to their families: and they that were 
numbered of them were forty and five thousand and four hundred.
51 ¶ These were the numbered of the children of Israel, six hundred thousand and a 
thousand seven hundred and thirty.
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The Land to Be Divided by Lot
52 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
53 Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of 
names.
54 To many thou shalt give the more inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the less 
inheritance: to every one shall his inheritance be given according to those that were numbered
of him.
55 Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of
their fathers they shall inherit.
56 According to the lot shall the possession thereof be divided between many and few.

Commentary on Numbers 26:48-56.

Verses 48,49,50. The sons of Naphtali – the last tribe: 4 families Jahzelite, 6 unite, 
Jezerite, and Shillemite: 45,400; 8,000 less than when first numbered.

Verse 51. The total of the numbering of the 12 tribes – of so many families – the total of 
twenty years and upward, fit for war – 601,730.

Verse 52. AT this point the Lord again spoke unto Moses.

Verse 53. Unto these according to the number of names the land shall be divided: only 
the 601,730.

Verse 54. More inheritance to the many, less to the less.

Verse 55. The land shall be divided by lot: to appear to the determination and will of 
God. According to the tribes of the fathers. Nine tribes and a half were divided the land of 
Canaan; two and a half on the other side of Jordan: Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of 
Manasseh.

Verse 56. The possession will be divided by the lot – between many and the few.

Scriptures. Numbers 26:57-65.

The Tribe of Levi
57 ¶ And these are they that were numbered of the Levites after their families: of Gershon, 
the family of the Ger'shonites: of Kohath, the family of the Ko'hathites: of Mera'ri, the family 
of the Mera'rites.
58 These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the 
He'bronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, the family of the 
Ko'rathites. And Kohath begat Amram.
59 And the name of Amram's wife was Joch'ebed, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother 
bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram, Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister.
60 And unto Aaron was born Nadab and Abi'hu, Ele-a'zar and Ith'amar.
61 And Nadab and Abi'hu died, when they offered strange fire before the LORD.
62 And those that were numbered of them were twenty and three thousand, all males from
a month old and upward: for they were not numbered among the children of Israel, because 
there was no inheritance given them among the children of Israel.
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Only Caleb and Joshua Survive
63 ¶ These are they that were numbered by Moses and Ele-a'zar the priest, who numbered 
the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.
64 But among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron the priest 
numbered, when they numbered the children of Israel in the wilderness of Si'nai.
65 For the LORD had said of them, They shall surely die in the wilderness. And there was 
not left a man of them, save Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

Commentary on Numbers 26:57-65.

Verses 57-62. The Levites: numbered by themselves: three principal families: 
Gershonite, Koathite, and Merarite – the three sons of Levi. Of the sons of Gershon, only 
Libni is mentioned. Only he is mentioned as having descendants – the Libites. Of the sons of 
Kohath only the Hebronite family from Hebron; and of Amram, whose wife Jochebed is 
spoken of as a daughter of Levi, born to him in Egypt – who was the mother of Aaron, Moses, 
and Miriam.

Aaron had 4 sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, the first two who died for 
offering strange fire to the Lord. The last two were now living. From Merari (another son of 
Levi), came 2 families, the Mahlite and Mushite. The whole number of the Levites was 23,000 
males of a month old and upward; an increase of 1,000 males since the former numbering. 
They were counted separately because they had no part of the land of Israel divided to them – 
no inheritance in it.

Verse 63. These were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, the tribe of which 
they were. They had also all the children of Israel numbered, in the plains of Moab, by Jordan,
near Jericho, as commanded by the Lord.

Verse 64. Among these were none of the men Moses and Aaron the priest had 
numbered 38 years ago when the children of Israel had been numbered in the wilderness of 
Sinai.

Verse 65. For the Lord had said of them, they shall surely die in the wilderness. It was 
promised, now it was fulfilled. None were left of them but Caleb, son of Jephumeh, and 
Joshua son of Nun – the two spies of Canaan who brought back a good report of the land. All 
the rest of them, and all that murmured at their bad report, were now all dead.

End!
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Lesson XXVII

Numbers chapter 27.

Scriptures. Numbers 27:1-11.

The Request of Zelophehad's Daughters
1 Then came the daughters of Zelo'phehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gil'e-ad, the son
of Machir, the son of Manas'seh, of the families of Manas'seh the son of Joseph: and these are 
the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah.
2 And they stood before Moses, and before Ele-a'zar the priest, and before the princes 
and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,
3 Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered
themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, and 
had no sons.
4 Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he 
hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our father.
5 ¶ And Moses brought their cause before the LORD.
6 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
7 The daughters of Zelo'phehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of 
an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their 
father to pass unto them.
8 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, 
then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.
9 And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren.
10 And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's brethren.
11 And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman 
that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto the children of 
Israel a statute of judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 27:1-11.

Verse 1. The daughters of Zelophehad (mentioned among the families of Manesseh), 
their father having died and they had no brothers, when they learned the land was to be 
divided, and only to males, 20 years old and upward, they went to the house of judgment 
where Moses and the princes were sitting. They presented their genealogy and their individual
names (the same as in chapter 26:11).

Verse 2. They stood before the group: Moses, Eleazar, and the reset of the court, by the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. It was most convenient to Moses to seek the Lord's 
word in case of any difficulty that came up, as now did.

Verse 3. The daughters' presentation: their father died in the wilderness – innocent of 
any rebellion against the Lord, he died in his own sins, but caused no one else to sin. And he 
had no sons. They now sought his fair inheritance.

Verse 4. Their well-phrased question: Why should the name of their father be taken 
away from among his family because he had no son? They request a possession among the 
brethren of their father (their uncles, or their children). They were considered 5 wise virgins.

Verse 5. Moses brought their cause before the Lord – the 4th that Moses has so also 
brought before the Lord.
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Verse 6. And the Lord spoke unto Moses – from over the Mercy Seat, as follows.

Verse 7. The daughters of Zelophehad speak aright – what is reasonable and just – give 
them an inheritance among their father's brethren. The portion that by lot, of their father's 
inheritance, would be divided among the five of them.

Verse 8. This decision was to be passed on to the children of Israel as a law: if a man 
dies and had no son, then his inheritance was to pass down to his daughter.

Verse 9. If he has no daughter, then his inheritance shall be given to his brethren, and 
the children descending from them.

Verse 10. If he has no brothers or descendants from them, then his inheritance goes to 
his father's brethren (his uncles and their children).

Verse 11. If his father has no brethren – then his inheritance goes the next closest 
kinsman in his family. This shall be a statute of law, of judgment unto the children of Israel – 
as the Lord commanded Moses.

Scriptures. Numbers 27:12-23.

Moses Appoints Joshua as His Successor
12 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Ab'arim, and see the 
land which I have given unto the children of Israel.
13 And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy 
brother was gathered.
14 For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the 
congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Mer'ibah in 
Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.
15 And Moses spake unto the LORD, saying,
16 Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation,
17 which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead 
them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep 
which have no shepherd.
18 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is 
the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him;
19 and set him before Ele-a'zar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a 
charge in their sight.
20 And thou shalt put some of thine honor upon him, that all the congregation of the 
children of Israel may be obedient.
21 And he shall stand before Ele-a'zar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the 
judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall 
come in, both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation.
22 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before 
Ele-a'zar the priest, and before all the congregation:
23 and he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by 
the hand of Moses.
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Commentary on Numbers 27:12-23.

Verse 12. The Lord spoke unto Moses – to get up into this range of mountains called 
Abarim: one part was Nebo – the highest point was called Pisgah where the good land of 
Canaan could be seen over the Jordan River – that was promised to the children of Israel.

Moses was now 120 years old, and his eyesight was still good.

Verse 13. When he has looked upon it, he will not be allowed to go into it. He shall be 
gathered unto his people as Aaron his brother was gathered – to die quickly, in an easy quiet 
manner.

Verse 14. This was because of his rebellion against the Lord's commandment in the 
desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation to sanctify the Lord at the water before their 
eyes. They had become rebellious because of the lack of water: questioning whether the Lord 
would give them water out of the rock, since they had been rebelling against Him. This was 
the water of Meribah in Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin.

Verse 15. And Moses spoke unto the Lord, since he was denied entry into Canaan, he 
was concerned about the welfare of the people, he was hoping a successor would be chosen 
and appointed.

Verse 16. He prays: "Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh", Who knows the 
inner man – their quality: powers, abilities, and fitness for leadership; set a man over the 
people of Israel, of his authority, in his stead.

Verse 17. To be their leader – to go before them, where ever they are to go – whether to 
war or in peace. In this role he will be as a shepherd over his sheep, all for their safety and 
benefit.

Verse 18. In response, the Lord told Moses to take Joshua, the son of Nun, who had 
been a servant, for 40 years, of Moses.

And in whom is the Spirit of God – even a spirit of prophecy – as a leader – having 
courage, wisdom, prudence.

Moses is to lay his hand upon him – to transfer the government to him – pointing this 
out to the people – his successor.

Verse 19. He is to be set before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation for this 
purpose – they are all witnesses of what is said and done – and they will then accept and 
acknowledge his new status of power and authority over them.

He will be charged with taking care of the people – to rule them in the fear of God, 
according to His laws and commands – to lead them into Canaan with the presence of God 
with them.

Verse 20. Moses shall share his authority with him, as a partner, to gain respect among 
the people, that the whole people of Israel would also obey him, as their governor and ruler.

Verse 21. He shall stand before Eleazar the priest to consult him concerning the 
judgment of Urim before the Lord – the oracle of God. At Eleazar's word from God the people 
will go out, and at his word come in: whether to war or any service called upon by Him: or by 
the word of Joshua, directed by the high priest according to the oracle of God.
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Verse 22. Moses did everything the Lord commanded: he took Joshua before Eleazar, 
and all the people.

Verse 23. And he laid hands upon him and gave him the job, in every detail, as the Lord
had commanded.
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Lesson XXVIII

Numbers chapter 28. Restating of Several Laws of Sacrifices: Daily, Weekly, Monthly, 
For Seven Days, and Feast of Weeks.

Scriptures. Numbers 28:1-15.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, and my bread for my 
sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet savor unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me in their 
due season.
3 And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto
the LORD; two lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt offering.
4 The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at 
even;
5 and a tenth part of an ephah of flour for a meat offering, mingled with the fourth part of
a hin of beaten oil.
6 It is a continual burnt offering, which was ordained in mount Si'nai for a sweet savor, a 
sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.
7 And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of a hin for the one lamb: in the 
holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto the LORD for a drink offering.
8 And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even: as the meat offering of the morning, and as
the drink offering thereof, thou shalt offer it, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the
LORD.

The Sabbath and Monthly Offerings
9 ¶ And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth deals 
of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof:
10 this is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt offering, and his 
drink offering.
11 ¶ And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD; 
two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot;
12 and three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one bullock; and 
two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one ram;
13 and a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering unto one lamb; for 
a burnt offering of a sweet savor, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.
14 And their drink offerings shall be half a hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of
a hin unto a ram, and a fourth part of a hin unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every 
month throughout the months of the year.
15 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the LORD shall be offered, beside the 
continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.

Commentary on Numbers 28:1-15.

Verse 1. The Lord chose this time to restate the laws concerning the sacrifices which 
had been instituted, and that they were to also practice when they came into the land of 
Canaan (this was now 38 years since they were first made). Moses was about to die and the 
Israelites were a new generation.
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Verse 2. These sacrifices were for the whole congregation. Divine favor granted these 
for forgiveness of sin – especially considering all their rebellions and provocations in the 
wilderness.

Verse 3. The Lord proceeds to detail the particular details of these offerings unto the 
Lord – the daily, made by fire: two lands of the first year without spot: day by day – a 
continual burnt-offering (as in Exodus 29:38) wholly consumed by fire.

Typical of Christ, the Lamb of God, without spot or blemish – continued until Christ 
came and sacrificed Himself.

Verse 4. One lamb offering in the morning, one in the evening – atonements for sin.

Verse 5. The meat offering, always included with the lamb offering 1/10th of an ephah 
of flour, mingled with 1/4th part of an hin of beaten oil – a bread offering.

Verse 6. The bread offering burnt with the lambs. A sweet savour unto the Lord, 
ordained in Mt. Sinai.

Verse 7. The drink-offering – a strong wine – about a quart and a half a pint of our 
measure: in the holy place – it is to be poured unto the Lord – a drink-offering in the court of 
the tabernacle, on the altar of burnt-offering (as typical – a type) of the blood shed by Christ, 
acceptable unto the Lord.

Verse 8. The other lamb offered at evening will be the same as that in the morning – 
acceptable to the Lord.

Verse 9. On the Sabbath day: two lambs of the first year, without blemish – as in the 
daily offerings, with the bread and drink offerings. Offered after the morning and evening 
daily sacrifices – which made the Sabbath a more religious day.

Verse 10. More religious service offered on the Sabbath.

Verse 11. On the beginning of each month a special offering was required – a burnt-
offering unto the Lord: 2 young bullocks, one ram, even rams of the first year without spot – a 
burnt offering.

Trumpets were blown over the offerings, attendance on the word of the Lord, 
abstinence from worldly business.

Verses 12,13,14. The meat offering (bread) was the same as in chapter 15:4-10. The 
quantity of wine is not mentioned here. All to be done at its appointed time every month – not
to be deferred to another time.

Verse 15. A sin offering: one kid of the goats shall be offered unto the Lord.

Scriptures. Numbers 28:16-31.

The Offerings at the Appointed Feasts

16 ¶ And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD.
17 And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be
eaten.
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18 In the first day shall be a holy convocation; ye shall do no manner of servile work 
therein:
19 but ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering unto the LORD; two young
bullocks, and one ram, and seven lambs of the first year: they shall be unto you without 
blemish.
20 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall ye 
offer for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram;
21 a several tenth deal shalt thou offer for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs:
22 and one goat for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you.
23 Ye shall offer these beside the burnt offering in the morning, which is for a continual 
burnt offering.
24 After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the seven days, the meat of the 
sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the LORD: it shall be offered beside the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering.
25 And on the seventh day ye shall have a holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work.
26 ¶ Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, 
after your weeks be out, ye shall have a holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:
27 but ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet savor unto the LORD; two young 
bullocks, one ram, seven lambs of the first year;
28 and their meat offering of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, 
two tenth deals unto one ram,
29 a several tenth deal unto one lamb, throughout the seven lambs;
30 and one kid of the goats, to make an atonement for you.
31 Ye shall offer them beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, (they 
shall be unto you without blemish,) and their drink offerings.

Commentary on Numbers 28:16-31.

Verse 16. The 14th day of the first month (Nisan), the month they had come out of 
Egypt, is the Passover of the Lord – the feast, a lamb was eaten in memory of the night the 
Lord slew the first-born in Egypt (Exodus 12).

Verse 17. The 15th day – the feast of unleavened bread began and lasted 7 days 
(Leviticus 23).

Verse 18. The first day was a holy convocation, no servile work done therein: only the 
preparation of the food (Exodus 12:16).

Verse 19. A burnt offering sacrifice shall be made unto the Lord: two young bullocks 
(same as on the first day of the month).

Verses 20,21. Their bread (meat offering), the same amount for a bullock, a ram, and a 
lamb.

Verse 22. One goat for a sin-offering – to make atonement for them. The goat was eaten
on the second day of the Passover (16th of Nisan).

Verse 23. To be offered beside the morning burnt-offering. This is to be continual, 
never omitted.

277

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 24. In this manner, the daily offering throughout the 7 days: the 2 bullocks, one 
ram and 7 lambs.

Verse 25. On the 7th day a holy convocation – and no servile work.

Verse 26. In the day of the first-fruits – no servile work – but a holy convocation. The 
wheat harvest first-fruits brought unto the Lord (on the 50th day from the sheaf-wave-
offering, made of new corn – two loaves – 7 weeks from Passover – a holy convocation and no 
servile work).

Verses 27-30. Ye shall offer the burnt-offering of a sweet savour unto the Lord (same as
the first of month). The same amount of flour as noted in verses 11,19,24.

Verse 31. They were to be offered beside the continual burnt-offering and its flour 
offering (daily sacrifices).

Everything must be clean: pure, free from vermin, or blemish – so as Christ: the bread 
of life – perfect and without spot, offered unto the Lord for our sins.

End.
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Lesson XXIX

Numbers chapter 29.

Scriptures. Numbers 29:1-12.

1 And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have a holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you.
2 And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savor unto the LORD; one young bullock, 
one ram, and seven lambs of the first year without blemish:
3 and their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a 
bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram,
4 and one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:
5 and one kid of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you:
6 beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their manner, for a 
sweet savor, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.
7 ¶ And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month a holy convocation; and ye 
shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein:
8 but ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the LORD for a sweet savor; one young bullock, 
one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall be unto you without blemish.
9 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock,
and two tenth deals to one ram,
10 a several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:
11 one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and the 
continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink offerings.
12 ¶ And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have a holy convocation; ye 
shall do no servile work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days:

Commentary on Numbers 29:1-12.

Verse 1. The 7th month (Tisri) had the most religiously observed days than any other 
month in the year.

On the first day, no servile work, a holy convocation, and a blowing of the trumpets 
unto you (details in Leviticus 23:24).

Verse 2. A burnt-offering for a sweet savour unto the Lord: a young bullock, one ram, 
seven year-old lambs without blemish. One bullock less than the offering at the first of every 
month (chapter 28:11,19,27).

Verses 3,4,5. Along with the animals offered for burnt-offering. The same bread 
offering as with offerings of new moons, feast of unleavened bread, and day of the first fruits 
(as in chapter 28). Also a kid for a sin offering – to make atonement for the sins of their holy 
things.

Verse 6. The above was in addition to the offerings that were offered on the first day of 
every month. The total was 5 bullocks, 2 rams, and sixteen lambs; and the normal bread 
offering, drink offerings according to their measures – all were for a sweet savour, made by 
fire unto the Lord. All made to please the Lord.
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Verse 7. On the 10th day of the 7th month – they shall afflict their souls – by fasting, 
repentance and humility – no work therein.

Verse 8. A burnt offering the same as on the first day (Leviticus 16).

Verses 9,10. This bread offering the same as on the first day of the month.

Scriptures. Numbers 29:13-34.

13 and ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the 
LORD; thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year; they shall be 
without blemish:
14 and their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto every 
bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to each ram of the two rams,
15 and a several tenth deal to each lamb of the fourteen lambs:
16 and one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat 
offering, and his drink offering.
17 ¶ And on the second day ye shall offer twelve young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs 
of the first year without spot:
18 and their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
19 and one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and the 
meat offering thereof, and their drink offerings.
20 ¶ And on the third day eleven bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish:
21 and their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
22 and one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, and his drink offering.
23 ¶ And on the fourth day ten bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish:
24 their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the 
lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
25 and one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat 
offering, and his drink offering.
26 ¶ And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without spot:
27 and their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
28 and one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, and his drink offering.
29 ¶ And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish:
30 and their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
31 and one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, 
and his drink offering.
32 ¶ And on the seventh day seven bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 
without blemish:
33 and their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
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34 and one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, 
and his drink offering.

Commentary on Numbers 29:13-34.

Verses 13-34. Restating the 7 days of offerings: on the first day 32 animals were offered,
including the 2 lambs of daily sacrifice and one goat for a sin offering, and the bread and drink
offerings that went with each according to their kind.

On the following six days of the feast: one difference, one less bullock every day – 
ending in the number 7 – the number of perfection – which was perfected by Christ's sacrifice.

Scriptures. Numbers 29:35-40.

35 ¶ On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work 
therein:
36 but ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savor unto the 
LORD: one bullock, one ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish:
37 their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullock, for the ram, and for the 
lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:
38 and one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, and his drink offering.
39 ¶ These things ye shall do unto the LORD in your set feasts, beside your vows, and your 
freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings, and for your drink 
offerings, and for your peace offerings.
40 ¶ And Moses told the children of Israel according to all that the LORD commanded 
Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 29:35-40.

Verse 35. On the eighth day they are to have a solemn assembly – after the 7 days of the
feast of tabernacles, and no servile work on that day.

Verses 36,37,38. They shall have an offering – the same as offered on the first and tenth
day of the month – and the bread and drink offerings for each animal were the same. Also a 
goat for a sin offering, besides the daily sacrifice that went along with it.

Verse 39. These things are to be done unto the Lord at the proper set times. Their vows 
and free-will offerings were in addition, offered up at any time.

Verse 40. All these were told by Moses, according to all that the Lord commanded him, 
to the children of Israel.
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Lesson XXX

Numbers chapter 30.

Scriptures. Numbers 30:1-16.

The Law concerning Vows
1 And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, 
This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded.
2 If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he 
shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.
3 If a woman also vow a vow unto the LORD, and bind herself by a bond, being in her 
father's house in her youth;
4 and her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her 
father shall hold his peace at her; then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she 
hath bound her soul shall stand.
5 But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth, not any of her vows, or of her 
bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand; and the LORD shall forgive her, 
because her father disallowed her.
6 And if she had at all a husband, when she vowed, or uttered aught out of her lips, 
wherewith she bound her soul;
7 and her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: then her
vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.
8 But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it, then he shall make her 
vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her soul,
of none effect; and the LORD shall forgive her.
9 But every vow of a widow, and of her that is divorced, wherewith they have bound their 
souls, shall stand against her.
10 And if she vowed in her husband's house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath;
11 and her husband heard it, and held his peace at her, and disallowed her not: then all 
her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.
12 But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the day he heard them; then 
whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul,
shall not stand: her husband hath made them void; and the LORD shall forgive her.
13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish it, or 
her husband may make it void.
14 But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he 
establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because 
he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them.
15 But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he shall 
bear her iniquity.
16 ¶ These are the statutes, which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his 
wife, between the father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's house.

Commentary on Numbers 30:1-16.

Intro. Vows to be made unto the Lord: men, women, and wives.

Verse 1. Moses spoke unto the heads of the tribes – who were convened to put various 
laws in execution. In this case it concerned all the Israelites, concerning their vows and free 
will offerings; when they were to be fulfilled or neglected.
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Verse 2. If a man makes a vow unto the Lord – always within the revealed will of God – 
never contrary to God's law. He must be 13 years and one day old. He shall swear an oath: he 
shall not break his word.

Verse 3. If a woman also makes a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by an oath, and 
in her father's house, in her oath:

Verse 4. And her father hears her vow unto the Lord, and he hold his peace – meaning 
he has no objections to what she has said, then her vows shall stand: every bond she has 
promised shall stand. His silence means approving to them.

Verse 5. But if her father disagrees with her the day he hears it: he declares it null and 
void. None of her vows shall stand. The Lord will forgive her for not fulfilling her vow because 
her father had disallowed it – not her choice – therefore not her fault.

Verse 6. If she was married, and made a vow - "uttered out of her lips" - binding herself 
to perform it.

Verse 7. And her husband heard it, and held his peace: that is considered his 
consenting to it. Her vow shall stand, she will be responsible to perform them.

Verse 8. But if her husband rejected her vows on the day he heard it – he makes it of 
none effect – forbidding her to perform them. He declares this to her. Then the Lord will 
forgive her, for she was obliged to submit to her husband's will.

Verse 9. The vows of a widow or divorced woman, they shall stand, and she shall be 
held responsible to fulfill them, or be held accountable.

Verses 10,11. If a woman vows in her husband's house and he hears her and held his 
peace, they shall stand; she will be responsible to carry them out.

Verse 12. But if her husband, the day he heard her vows, objected to them and forbid 
her to do them: then his wife will not be responsible to fulfill them – the Lord shall forgive 
her.

Verse 13. Every vow and binding oath to afflict the soul (such as abstaining from certain
food, or fasting) her husband can disapprove or approve her vow.

Verse 14. But if her husband said nothing to her on the day by day after – this is 
considered his establishing all her vows. Not to contradict was to confirm them.

Verse 15. But if he made them void, after he heard them – he will be responsible if she 
breaks her vow, and bear her iniquity, and the punishment of it (because she is in her power).

Verse 16. These statutes were from the Lord to Moses – for the Israelites: between a 
man and his wife. Related to vows made by the wife – which the husband could allow or 
annul. Or between a father and his daughter – still in her youth, in his house – had the 
authority to confirm or make void her vows (at age under 12). This to prevent vows which 
could be bad in families.

End.

283

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Lesson XXXI

Numbers chapter 31.

Scriptures. Numbers 31:1-12.

Israel Takes Vengeance on Midian
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Mid'i-anites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto 
thy people.
3 And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let
them go against the Mid'i-anites, and avenge the LORD of Mid'i-an.
4 Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the war.
5 So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve 
thousand armed for war.
6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phin'ehas the son 
of Ele-a'zar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his 
hand.
7 And they warred against the Mid'i-anites, as the LORD commanded Moses; and they 
slew all the males.
8 And they slew the kings of Mid'i-an, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, 
Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Mid'i-an: Ba'laam also the son of 
Be'or they slew with the sword.
9 And the children of Israel took all the women of Mid'i-an captives, and their little ones, 
and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods.
10 And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire.
11 And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts.
12 And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses and Ele-a'zar 
the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains of 
Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho.

Commentary on Numbers 31:1-12.

Verse 1. The Lord spoke unto Moses, a short time before his death:

Verse 2. The Midianites had caused a great tragedy to occur among the children of 
Israel when they had sent their daughters among them to draw them unto great sinning with 
them, and then caused them to begin worshiping their idols. All this had brought God's wrath 
upon them: 24,000 were slain. The Moabites, though involved, were spared. Possible for Lot's
sake was their being spared, and Ruth who was to spring from them.

Moses, seeing these enemies destroyed would be a great satisfaction to him, before his 
death. Also he did see the promised land from Abarim.

Verse 3. Moses spoke to the princes of the tribes, calling them to arms to prepare for 
war – to choose a select group of righteous men to exact severe revenge on those who caused 
the Israelites to sin, which brought God's wrath upon them. This was vengeance on the 
Midianites also for their dishonoring the Lord and His Name.

Verse 4. 1,000 of every tribe: total 12,000 were armed for war.
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Verse 5. These men were chosen to show that such a small number against a 
considerable nation and people was of the Lord. This would encourage the people of Israel 
that the Lord would give them the victory over their many and powerful enemies in the land of
Canaan.

Verse 6. When ready, Moses sent them to war 12,000 men. Plus Phinehas (son of 
Eleazar the priest). There was no general, Moses remaining behind: each captain was in 
charge of their own men. Phinehas was a priest, with the holy musical instruments, especially 
trumpets, to signal the army to go and to stop at the proper time and place.

Verse 7. The Israelites fought against the Midianites, and killed all the men – as the 
Lord had commanded Moses. But there were multitudes that made their escape – in later 
times the Midianites were a very powerful people and distressing to Israel: Judges 6:1,2.

Verse 8. They also killed their petty kings (or princes) under the king of Moab. Also 
they killed Balaam, the son of Beor, with the sword at 34 years old.

Verse 9. The Israelites took the women of Midian captive, that were in their path (not 
all of the women), and their little ones, and the best of their cattle and flocks of sheep and 
donkeys and all of their goods.

Verse 10. They burned all their cities and good castles with fire, and their temples and 
altars.

Verse 11. They took the spoil, their valuables, and their animals.

Verse 12. They brought everything to Moses and Eleazar the priest, and to the 
congregation of the Israelites. This took place at their camp at the plains of Moab which were 
by the Jordan River near Jericho. They were stopped and not admitted into the camp until 7 
days later.

Scriptures. Numbers 31:13-24.

13 ¶ And Moses, and Ele-a'zar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went 
forth to meet them without the camp.
14 And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains over thousands, 
and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle.
15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive?
16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Ba'laam, to commit 
trespass against the LORD in the matter of Pe'or, and there was a plague among the 
congregation of the LORD.
17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath 
known man by lying with him.
18 But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive 
for yourselves.
19 And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and 
whosoever hath touched any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on the third day, 
and on the seventh day.
20 And purify all your raiment, and all that is made of skins, and all work of goats' hair, 
and all things made of wood.
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The Division of the Booty
21 ¶ And Ele-a'zar the priest said unto the men of war which went to the battle, This is the 
ordinance of the law which the LORD commanded Moses;
22 only the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead,
23 every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be 
clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not 
the fire ye shall make go through the water.
24 And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward 
ye shall come into the camp.

Commentary on Numbers 31:13-24.

Verse 13. Moses, Eleazar, and the leaders of the congregation went out of the camp to 
meet them. To show them honor and to stop them from going into the camp directly until they
were purified.

Verse 14. Moses was very angry with the officers who commanded the army – the 
captains over thousands and hundreds. 12 over the thousands.

Verse 15. The major grievance: they had saved all the women alive and brought them 
here. They would know about what these women had caused in Israel very recently.

Verse 16. The council of Balaam that had led to the Midianites to send their women to 
the Israelites to draw them into idolatry – trespass against the Lord – worshiping Baal-Peor. 
A plague from the Lord for that sin had caused 24,000 deaths.

Verse 17. They must now kill all the baby boys that were brought with the women that 
had been with a man lying with him. Many of them which would have lain with an Israelite. 
This to prevent them enticing Israelites again to idolatry.

Verse 18. All the younger women among the children, that have not lain down with a 
man – keep alive for yourselves – for handmaids or later to be married and initiated into their
religion.

Verse 19. They are to stay out of the camp 7 days. To be cleansed from touching a dead 
body (in battle or afterward). They are to purify themselves and their captives – on the 3rd 
and 7th day.

Verse 20. Purify all their clothing by washing, and anything made of animal skins. Or 
goat's hair, and all things made of wood utensils, flatware, furniture.

Verse 21. Eleazar the priest also went to the soldiers and others that went to the battle, 
and confirmed again to them the ordinances of God that, the Lord commanded Moses which 
he had spoken to them already.

Verse 22. The precious metals, plus tin, iron, and lead – purified by fire – not water.

Verse 23. Everything that can be passed through fire without being consumed, shall be 
cleansed by passing through the fire – and it shall be clean. Nevertheless it shall be purified 
with the water of separation – just as well those that can be burned by fire – shall go through 
the water (dip and reuse).
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Verse 24. On the 7th day wash your clothes - ye shall be clean, and come into the camp.

Scriptures. Numbers 31:25-31.

25 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
26 Take the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of beast, thou, and Ele-a'zar 
the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation:
27 and divide the prey into two parts; between them that took the war upon them, who 
went out to battle, and between all the congregation.
28 And levy a tribute unto the LORD of the men of war which went out to battle: one soul 
of five hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep:
29 take it of their half, and give it unto Ele-a'zar the priest, for a heave offering of the 
LORD.
30 And of the children of Israel's half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of the persons, 
of the beeves, of the asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of beasts, and give them unto the 
Levites, which keep the charge of the tabernacle of the LORD.
31 And Moses and Ele-a'zar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 31:25-31.

Verse 25. Moses is told the next categories to be dealt with.

Verse 26. The dividing of the prey – living people and animals – the females spared, 
and the cattle, sheep, oxen, donkeys.

Moses, Eleazar, and the chief leaders of authority of the congregation were charged 
with this responsibility.

Verse 27. Divide the prey into 2 equal parts, and divide the people in 2 parts: the 
soldiers that had volunteered to go to battle, and the rest of the congregation. This became a 
statute and ordinance (I Samuel 30:24,25).

Verse 28. A levy of tribute unto the Lord to be taken out of the part of the prey divided 
to the soldiers: one soul of 500.

Verse 29. Of the prey divided to the soldiers – one half is to be given to Eleazar the 
priest for a heave-offering of the Lord – for thanksgiving for the victory God had given them, 
and the plentiful booty now in their hands.

Verse 30. Of the Israelites half – one portion of fifty, of the women were to be given to 
the Levites as handmaids or married to them.

Of all the animals (beeves = oxen) one of 50 was to be taken for the Levites that keep 
charge of the tabernacle of the Lord.

Verse 31. Moses and Eleazar the priest did as they were commanded by the Lord.

Scriptures. Numbers 31:32-47.

32 ¶ And the booty, being the rest of the prey which the men of war had caught, was six 
hundred thousand and seventy thousand and five thousand sheep,
33 and threescore and twelve thousand beeves,
34 and threescore and one thousand asses,
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35 and thirty and two thousand persons in all, of women that had not known man by lying 
with him.
36 And the half, which was the portion of them that went out to war, was in number three 
hundred thousand and seven and thirty thousand and five hundred sheep:
37 and the LORD's tribute of the sheep was six hundred and threescore and fifteen.
38 And the beeves were thirty and six thousand; of which the LORD's tribute was 
threescore and twelve.
39 And the asses were thirty thousand and five hundred; of which the LORD's tribute was 
threescore and one.
40 And the persons were sixteen thousand; of which the LORD's tribute was thirty and two
persons.
41 And Moses gave the tribute, which was the LORD's heave offering, unto Ele-a'zar the 
priest, as the LORD commanded Moses.
42 ¶ And of the children of Israel's half, which Moses divided from the men that warred,
43 (now the half that pertained unto the congregation was three hundred thousand and 
thirty thousand and seven thousand and five hundred sheep,
44 and thirty and six thousand beeves,
45 and thirty thousand asses and five hundred,
46 and sixteen thousand persons,)
47 even of the children of Israel's half, Moses took one portion of fifty, both of man and of 
beast, and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle of the LORD; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.

Commentary on Numbers 31:32-47.

Verses 32-47. From here to the end of verse 47 accounts for the booty taken:
675,000 sheep, 72,000 oxen, 61,000 donkeys, 32,000 females who had never known a 

man; half went to the soldiers 337,500 sheep, 63,000 oxen, 30,500 donkeys, 16,000 females, 
out of which were given as a heave offering to the Lord 675 sheep, 72 oxen, 61 donkeys, and 32
women.

The half divided to the children of Israel was: 337,500 sheep, 36,000 oxen, 30,500 
donkeys, and 16,000 women out of which only one in 50 both of women and cattle were given 
to the Levites.

Scriptures. Numbers 31:48-54.

48 ¶ And the officers which were over thousands of the host, the captains of thousands, 
and captains of hundreds, came near unto Moses:
49 and they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the sum of the men of war which 
are under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of us.
50 We have therefore brought an oblation for the LORD, what every man hath gotten, of 
jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for 
our souls before the LORD.
51 And Moses and Ele-a'zar the priest took the gold of them, even all wrought jewels.
52 And all the gold of the offering that they offered up to the LORD, of the captains of 
thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty 
shekels.
53 (For the men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.)
54 And Moses and Ele-a'zar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of 
hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of the congregation, for a memorial for the 
children of Israel before the LORD.
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Commentary on Numbers 31:48-54.

Verse 48. The officers over the army of 12,000 – captains of thousands, and captains of 
hundreds, came on their own unto Moses.

Verse 49. They told Moses that they have taken count of every man that went to war 
under their charge – now that the conflict with Midian was over, and not a single man was 
missing. None were killed, by any disease or accident whatever. This is not to be paralleled in 
any history.

Verse 50. They have, as a result of this, brought a free-will offering unto the Lord out of 
the spoil that came to them (the half) – items of gold – jewels, vessels, necklaces (chains), 
bracelets, ear-rings, ornaments on necklaces: to make atonement for their souls before the 
Lord. Thankfulness, gratitude, for their victory sparing every one of their lives, and for the 
large spoil of the enemy; and for their guilt – mainly in not putting the women, that Moses got
mad with them about, to death. (Verses 14,15.)

Verses 51,52. Moses and Eleazar took the gold from them and all the gold offered to the 
Lord by the captains was 7,780 ounces.

Verse 53. The soldiers had each taken some spoil for themselves, so every soldier 
contributed to the free will offering to the Lord.

Verse 54. Moses and Eleazar took the gold and brought it to the tabernacle for a 
memorial for the Israelites before the Lord, for their thankfulness for their victory without 
casualties.

End.
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Lesson XXXII

Numbers chapter 32.

Scriptures. Numbers 32:1-15.

Reuben, Gad, and Half of Manasseh Settle East of the Jordan

1 Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of 
cattle: and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gil'e-ad, that, behold, the place 
was a place for cattle;
2 the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto Moses, and to 
Ele-a'zar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, saying,
3 At'aroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Ele-a'leh, and Shebam,
and Nebo, and Be'on,
4 even the country which the LORD smote before the congregation of Israel, is a land for 
cattle, and thy servants have cattle:
5 wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy 
servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan.
6 ¶ And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, Shall your 
brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?
7 And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the
land which the LORD hath given them?
8 Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Ka'desh–barne'a to see the land.
9 For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged 
the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the LORD had 
given them.
10 And the LORD's anger was kindled the same time, and he sware, saying,
11 Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, 
shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because they have
not wholly followed me:
12 save Caleb the son of Jephun'neh the Ken'ezite, and Joshua the son of Nun; for they 
have wholly followed the LORD.
13 And the LORD's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the 
wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of the LORD, 
was consumed.
14 And, behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sinful men, to 
augment yet the fierce anger of the LORD toward Israel.
15 For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and 
ye shall destroy all this people.

Commentary on Numbers 32:1-15.

Verse 1. The children of Reuben and Gad had more cattle in proportion to the other 
tribes. They had seen the land of Jazer (Sihon) and Gilead (kingdom of Og), both conquered 
by the Israelites. There was a great deal of pastures.

Verse 2. They came and spoke to Moses (they camped next to each other). They spoke 
also to Eleazar the priest and the leaders of the congregation.
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Verse 3. They named the areas they were most interested in: Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, 
Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo, and Beon.

Verse 4. This area had been smitten by the Lord, now in the hands of the Israelites. 
Because they had cattle – which land was for cattle, so they asked for it for their great 
numbers of cattle.

Verse 5. They phrased the request: "if we have found grace in thy sight" to Moses, "let 
this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan" (into 
Canaan).

Verse 6. Moses' response to the children of Reuben and Gad: he was not pleased – and 
accuses them of cowardice – not wanting to go to war with their brethren to fight the 
Canaanites.

Verse 7. That would discourage the heart of the children of Israel, and prevent them 
from going over into the land the Lord had given them.

Verse 8. Their fathers had also done this – refusing to go into the Promised Land – they
were told to go in – but sent spies in first – believed their ill report and refused to go in.

Verse 9. They went up first where Moses sent them, the valley of Eschol, where they cut
a cluster of grapes and brought them along with them, for 40 days – they discouraged the 
children of Israel, talking about giants, strong people and walled cities. They disheartened the 
people.

Verse 10. The Lord's anger was kindled against the spies, and the people that 
murmured about it. The Lord swore, saying…

Verse 11. None of the men that came up out of Egypt shall see the Promised Land that 
the Lord swore unto Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, because they didn't completely follow (trust) 
the Lord's promises. He had told them to go up and possess the land at once (Deuteronomy 
1:21).

Verse 12. Only two were not included: Caleb and Joshua: they have wholly followed the 
Lord.

Verse 13. The Lord's anger was kindled from the Israelites murmuring, and he made 
them wander in the wilderness for forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the
Lord's sight was dead (consumed); they were all gone at this time of Moses speaking these 
words.

Verse 14. The present generation had grown up in the place of their fathers – now 
about the same number; but also like their fathers in their sinfulness. This increased the 
Lord's "fierce" anger toward Israel.

Verse 15. If they turn away from God's Word and worship and following His 
commands, He will yet again leave them in the wilderness to lead to their own self-
destruction.
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Scriptures. Numbers 32:16-27.

16 ¶ And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, 
and cities for our little ones:
17 but we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have 
brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities, because of 
the inhabitants of the land.
18 We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have inherited every 
man his inheritance:
19 for we will not inherit with them on yonder side Jordan, or forward; because our 
inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward.
20 And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the LORD 
to war,
21 and will go all of you armed over Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven out his 
enemies from before him,
22 and the land be subdued before the LORD: then afterward ye shall return, and be 
guiltless before the LORD, and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the 
LORD.
23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin 
will find you out.
24 Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that which hath 
proceeded out of your mouth.
25 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy 
servants will do as my lord commandeth.
26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the cities of 
Gil'e-ad:
27 but thy servants will pass over, every man armed for war, before the LORD to battle, as 
my lord saith.

Commentary on Numbers 32:16-27.

Verse 16. The leaders of the tribes of Reuben and Gad came nearer to Moses to present 
their agreed response to what he had spoken to them. They will build the sheep fold for their 
cattle, rebuild the cities in the country – to leave their children, cattle, and servants under 
God's protection.

Verse 17. They will prepare themselves to be part of the army of the children of Israel. 
They will stay and fight by their side until the land of Canaan is their possession. Their 
families (and little ones) will stay in fenced cities, to be safe from the local inhabitants.

Verse 18. They will not return to their homes and so forth, until all the Israelite tribes 
are settled in their portion, and as divided by lot, and the cities assigned to the Levites 
(completed in Joshua 22).

Verse 19. They will not inherit with them on the other side of Jordan. They want Moses 
and the princes of the congregation to consent to the offer of their plans.

Verse 20. Moses said unto them: if you will go armed before the Lord,

Verse 21. And will all of them go armed over Jordan before the Lord, they will pass over
after all the other tribes; only then will these tribes pass over before the children of Israel, 
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before the Lord unto battle (Joshua 3:11,17) until he hath driven his enemies out from before 
him. Only then would the tribes of Reuben and Gad be permitted to go back to their land, 
families and cattle.

Verse 22. The land must have been subdued before the Lord (they must have fled, 
subdued by the Lord, His power and His people). Then afterwards they shall return to this 
side of Jordan and be guiltless before the Lord and before Israel. Then this land will be their 
possession before the Lord.

Verse 23. But if they do not do so, they will have sinned against the Lord, and their sin 
will find them out. They will be loaded with guilt and bring deserved punishment upon them.

Verse 24. Go ahead and build their cities for their children, fold for their sheep – do all 
they had promised.

Verse 25. They then spoke to Moses saying, his servants will do as Moses commanded, 
on both counts – march before the Lord to battle and provide for their families and flocks.

Verse 26. All will be in the cities of Gilead (verse 3) as they had before mentioned.

Verse 27. But they will pass over Jordan, every man armed for war (about 40,000 went 
over – Joshua 4 – over their total number of 110,000) before the Lord.

Scriptures. Numbers 32:28-42.

28 ¶ So concerning them Moses commanded Ele-a'zar the priest, and Joshua the son of 
Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel:
29 and Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben will pass 
with you over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the LORD, and the land shall be 
subdued before you; then ye shall give them the land of Gil'e-ad for a possession:
30 but if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in 
the land of Canaan.
31 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As the LORD 
hath said unto thy servants, so will we do.
32 We will pass over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, that the possession 
of our inheritance on this side Jordan may be ours.
33 ¶ And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of 
Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manas'seh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of 
the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the 
coasts, even the cities of the country round about.
34 And the children of Gad built Dibon, and At'aroth, and Aro'er,
35 and Atroth, Shophan, and Jaa'zer, and Jog'behah,
36 and Beth–nim'rah, and Beth–ha'ran, fenced cities; and folds for sheep.
37 And the children of Reuben built Heshbon, and Ele-a'leh, and Kirjatha'im,
38 and Nebo, and Ba'al–me'on, (their names being changed,) and Shibmah: and gave 
other names unto the cities which they builded.
39 And the children of Machir the son of Manas'seh went to Gil'e-ad, and took it, and 
dispossessed the Amorite which was in it.
40 And Moses gave Gil'e-ad unto Machir the son of Manas'seh; and he dwelt therein.
41 And Ja'ir the son of Manas'seh went and took the small towns thereof, and called them 
Havoth–ja'ir.
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42 And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after 
his own name.

Commentary on Numbers 32:28-42.

Verse 28. Moses, knowing he was soon to die, commanded Eleazar the priest, the chiefs
of the Israelites, and Joshua the son of Nun, all of the previously delineated conditions that 
they must see carried out.

Verse 29. The conditions Moses repeats to them: the tribes of Reuben and Gad will 
provide armed forces to help the rest of the Israelites to subdue the land of Canaan, only then 
the land of Gilead would be formally given them as a possession.

Verse 30. If they don't do this, their possession will only be among the other tribes in 
Canaan, none on the east side of Jordan.

Verse 31. The children of Reuben and Gad agreed with everything Moses has said: "As 
the LORD hath said unto thy servants, so will we do." They take Moses' word as from the 
Lord, Jehovah.

Verse 32. They state it again, positively: they will pass over, armed before the Lord into 
the land of Canaan – to secure their possession of land on this side of Jordan.

Verse 33. Moses formally gave them that, adding the part for Manasseh (son of 
Joseph): Sihon, Bashan; the land, and cities round about it.

Verse 34. The children of Gad rebuilt walls, houses at Dibon, Ataroth.

Verse 35. And at Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, and Jogbehah.

Verse 36. And Bethnimrah, and Beth–haran, fenced cities, and folds for their sheep.

Verse 37. The children of Reuben built Heshbon, Elealeh, Kirjathaim. They rebuilt 
these cities. They had men enough to leave behind and do this when the army left.

Verse 38. And Neobo and Baal-meon, and Shibmah. Their names were changed by the 
Israelites because their names mention idols (Baal).

Verse 39. The children of Machir, son of Manasseh, went and took Gilead, by Moses' 
permission. They dispossessed the remaining Amorites in it, having not driven all Amorites 
that were there.

Verse 40. Moses also gave Gilead to Machir son of Manasseh – his descendants lived 
there at that time.

Verse 41. And Jair, son of Manasseh, went and took the small towns thereof in Gilead, 
and called them Havoth–jair.

Verse 42. Nobah took Kenath and the villages thereof. He was probably a descendant of
Manasseh.
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Lesson XXXIII

Numbers chapter 33.

Scriptures. Numbers 33:1-25.

The Stages of Israel's Journey
1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of 
Egypt with their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron.
2 And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of 
the LORD: and these are their journeys according to their goings out.
3 And they departed from Ram'eses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month; on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with a high hand in 
the sight of all the Egyptians.
4 For the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the LORD had smitten among them: 
upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments.
5 ¶ And the children of Israel removed from Ram'eses, and pitched in Succoth.
6 And they departed from Succoth, and pitched in Etham, which is in the edge of the 
wilderness.
7 And they removed from Etham, and turned again unto Pi–hahi'roth, which is before 
Ba'al–ze'phon: and they pitched before Migdol.
8 And they departed from before Pi–hahi'roth, and passed through the midst of the sea 
into the wilderness, and went three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham, and pitched in 
Marah.
9 And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim were twelve 
fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched there.
10 And they removed from Elim, and encamped by the Red sea.
11 And they removed from the Red sea, and encamped in the wilderness of Sin.
12 And they took their journey out of the wilderness of Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.
13 And they departed from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.
14 And they removed from Alush, and encamped at Reph'idim, where was no water for the
people to drink.
15 And they departed from Reph'idim, and pitched in the wilderness of Si'nai.
16 And they removed from the desert of Si'nai, and pitched at Kib'roth–hatta'avah.
17 And they departed from Kib'roth–hatta'avah, and encamped at Haze'roth.
18 And they departed from Haze'roth, and pitched in Rithmah.
19 And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at Rim'mon–pa'rez.
20 And they departed from Rim'mon–pa'rez, and pitched in Libnah.
21 And they removed from Libnah, and pitched at Rissah.
22 And they journeyed from Rissah, and pitched in Kehela'thah.
23 And they went from Kehela'thah, and pitched in mount Shapher.
24 And they removed from mount Shapher, and encamped in Hara'dah.
25 And they removed from Hara'dah, and pitched in Makhe'loth.

Commentary on Numbers 33:1-25. The journeys of the children of Israel, from their 
first coming out from Egypt, to their arrival in the plain of Moab by Jordan.

Verse 1. They left with their armies, in an ordered manner, under the hand of Moses 
and Aaron.
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Verse 2. The Lord commanded Moses to keep records of their journeys; as the Lord 
also commanded them to journey, and where to rest, and then journey again. Some of the 
places had no names, so they named them.

Verse 3. They first departed from Ramses, a city in Egypt. They organized there so they 
could march out all together. In the first month, the 15th day, the day after the passover. They 
went out with a high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians. They were glad to be rid of them.

Verse 4. The Egyptians buried all of their firstborn- which the Lord had taken their 
lives. Upon their so-called gods the Lord executed judgments.

Verse 5. They went from Ramses and pitched in Succoth, about an eight mile journey.

Verse 6. From there they journeyed another 8 miles to the place called Etham – edge of
the wilderness.

Verse 7. From Etham they went 16 miles to Pihahiroth, a turning from the straight line 
from Ethan. They passed by an idol: Baal-zephon, placed there. They pitched before Migdol 
(which means tower) near the border of Egypt.

Verse 8. They departed – Pharaoh's army pressing upon them. They passed through the
midst of the Red Sea – from shore to shore, as on dry land – to the wilderness – still the 
wilderness of Etham- they went three days into it, and pitched in Marah (named for the 
bitterness of the waters) 40 miles from Pihahiroth.

Verse 9. From Marah they went to Elim, 8 miles. There were 12 fountains of water, 70 
palm trees. There they pitched.

Verse 10. They left Elim and went and encamped by the Red Sea, 6 miles from Elim.

Verse 11. From there they went and encamped in the wilderness of Sin: 16 miles.

Verse 12. From there they (after the manna was given to them) went 12 miles to 
Dophkah. (Not mentioned in Exodus.)

Verse 13. From there they went to Alush, 12 miles. The 7th month from their leaving 
Egypt. Here they kept the first sabbath - the people rested on the 7 h day (Exodus 16:30).

Verse 14. Next: 8 miles to Rephidim, where, there was no water for the people. They 
murmured: a rock was struck by Moses as commanded by God, and waters gushed forth, 
enough for the people and their animals. (Exodus 17.)

Verse 15. They then went on to the wilderness of Sinai (8 miles from Rephidim), from 
the Mt. Here they were given the Decalogue and orders and directions, judicial and 
ceremonial, for the tabernacle and everything pertaining to it.

Verse 16. From Sinai they went and pitched at Kibroth-hattaavah, 8 miles from Sinai. 
Here the people lusted after the flesh. They also murmured. A pestilence came and destroyed 
many. They were buried there – the place called "the graves of lust".

Verse 17. From there they went 8 miles to Hazeroth.
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Verse 18. From there they went and pitched in Rithmah – where juniper trees grew.

Verses 19-25. The next 7 moves:
From Rithmah 6 miles to Rim'mon–pa'rez; 6 miles to Libnah, 6 miles to Rissah, 6 

miles to Kehelathah, 6 miles to Shapher, then to Haradah, 4 miles, 4 and 1/2 more miles to 
Makheloth.

Scriptures. Numbers 33:26-49.

26 And they removed from Makhe'loth, and encamped at Tahath.
27 And they departed from Tahath, and pitched at Tarah.
28 And they removed from Tarah, and pitched in Mithcah.
29 And they went from Mithcah, and pitched in Hashmo'nah.
30 And they departed from Hashmo'nah, and encamped at Mose'roth.
31 And they departed from Mose'roth, and pitched in Bene–ja'akan.
32 And they removed from Bene–ja'akan, and encamped at Hor–hagid'gad.
33 And they went from Hor–hagid'gad, and pitched in Jot'bathah.
34 And they removed from Jot'bathah, and encamped at Ebro'nah.
35 And they departed from Ebro'nah, and encamped at E'zi-on–ga'ber.
36 And they removed from E'zi-on–ga'ber, and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which is 
Kadesh.
37 And they removed from Kadesh, and pitched in mount Hor, in the edge of the land of 
Edom.
38 ¶ And Aaron the priest went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the LORD, 
and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of 
Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month.
39 And Aaron was a hundred and twenty and three years old when he died in mount Hor.
40 ¶ And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south in the land of Canaan, heard 
of the coming of the children of Israel.
41 ¶ And they departed from mount Hor, and pitched in Zalmo'nah.
42 And they departed from Zalmo'nah, and pitched in Punon.
43 And they departed from Punon, and pitched in Oboth.
44 And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in Ije–ab'arim, in the border of Moab.
45 And they departed from I'im, and pitched in Di'bon–gad.
46 And they removed from Di'bon–gad, and encamped in Al'mon–diblatha'im.
47 And they removed from Al'mon–diblatha'im, and pitched in the mountains of Ab'arim, 
before Nebo.
48 And they departed from the mountains of Ab'arim, and pitched in the plains of Moab 
by Jordan near Jericho.
49 And they pitched by Jordan, from Beth–jes'imoth even unto A'bel–shit'tim in the 
plains of Moab.

Commentary on Numbers 33:26-49.

Verses 26-29. They moved from Makheloth to Tahath four more miles; from thence to 
Tarah, also 4 miles; next to Mithca, 4 more miles, and then to Hashmonah, 8 miles more.

Verse 30. From Hashmonah to Moseroth, 32 miles.

Verse 31. From Moseroth to Benejaakan.
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Verses 32-37. From Benejaakan to Horhagidgad, 20 miles. Then to Jotbathah, 24 
miles. Then to Ebronah, 20 miles. Then to Eziongaber, 28 miles. Next to the wilderness of Zin,
which was Kadesh, 48 miles; Kadesh to mount Hor, 48 miles more. This was at the edge of the
land of Edom.

Verse 38. Aaron went up into Mount Hor – at the Lord's command. There he died. It 
was 40 years after leaving Egypt. He was not allowed to enter Canaan because of his sin: of 
unbelief at Kadesh (the last place where they came). He died there in mount Hor – first day, 
fifth month. He lived 4 months after his sister Miriam had died.

Verse 39. Aaron was 123 years old when he died, 3 years older than Moses.

Verses 40-44. The king Arad, the Canaanite, in the south of Canaan heard of the 
coming of the Israelites – he came out and fought with them and was vanquished. The 
Israelites then left Mount Hor and went 28 miles to Zalmonah; from there 20 miles to Punon; 
then to Oboth 24 miles, then to Ijeabarim, 16 miles, in the border of Moab.

Verse 45. Then they left Iim, and 16 miles to Dibongad, in the valley of Zared.

Verse 46. They left Dibongad and went 16 miles to Almon-diblathaim.

Verse 47. They then went to the mountains at Abarim, sixteen miles, and pitched before
Nebo, one of the mountains there; whither Moses went up and died. Here the Balak and 
Balaam history transpired.

Verse 48. From there they went to the plains of Moab – 16 miles: near the Jordan, 
across from Jericho – which was 10 miles away from them.

Verse 49. They pitched in Moab, by Jordan, from Bethjesimoth, even unto Abel-
shittim.

Scriptures. Numbers 33:50-56.

The Borders and Division of Canaan
50 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, 
saying,
51 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye are passed over Jordan 
into the land of Canaan;
52 then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all 
their pictures, and destroy all their molten images, and quite pluck down all their high places:
53 and ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land, and dwell therein: for I have given 
you the land to possess it.
54 And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families; and to the 
more ye shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less inheritance: 
every man's inheritance shall be in the place where his lot falleth; according to the tribes of 
your fathers ye shall inherit.
55 But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall 
come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns 
in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.
56 Moreover it shall come to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto them.
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Commentary on Numbers 33:50-56.

Verse 50. The Lord again speaks to Moses, instructions for the Israelites, in plains of 
Moab, by Jordan near Jericho.

Verses 51,52. When the Israelites have gone over the Jordan river into Canaan, they are
to drive all the Canaanites out as they go forward. They are also to destroy any idolatrous 
pictures, plus any statues or stone carvings, temples of worship, idols, any made of gold or 
silver - (molten) images, and destroy all their high places of worship and altars.

Verse 53. The Lord has given them this land to possess and dwell therein. All the 
present inhabitants must be dispossessed, kicked out of every place: cities, towns, houses. The
Lord had given all these places to His people, the children of Israel to possess.

Verse 54. The method of dividing the land will be by lot (as explained in Chapter 26:53-
56).

Verse 55. But if they don't drive these people out before them in any way (intermarry, 
allow them to make agreements and so forth), there will be consequences. They will be like 
constant trouble and distress to them: pricks in eyes, thorns in their sides they will vex them 
by drawing them into various sins. All of these will be displeasing to God, and bring His 
punishment upon them.

Verse 56. Moreover, it will also happen that the Lord will bring punishment, even what 
He had planned to do to the Canaanites (deliver them into the hands of their enemies, who 
would carry them as slaves into other lands).

finis

299

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Lesson XXXIV

Numbers chapter 34.

Scriptures. Numbers 34:1-12.

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of 
Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan 
with the coasts thereof:)
3 then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, 
and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward:
4 and your border shall turn from the south to the ascent of Akrab'bim, and pass on to 
Zin: and the going forth thereof shall be from the south to Ka'desh–barne'a, and shall go on to
Ha'zar–ad'dar, and pass on to Azmon:
5 and the border shall fetch a compass from Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and the 
goings out of it shall be at the sea.
6 ¶ And as for the western border, ye shall even have the great sea for a border: this shall 
be your west border.
7 ¶ And this shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall point out for you 
mount Hor:
8 from mount Hor ye shall point out your border unto the entrance of Hamath; and the 
goings forth of the border shall be to Zedad:
9 and the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be at Ha'zar–e'nan: 
this shall be your north border.
10 ¶ And ye shall point out your east border from Ha'zar–e'nan to Shepham:
11 and the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of A'in; and the 
border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chin'nereth eastward:
12 and the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out of it shall be at the salt sea: 
this shall be your land with the coasts thereof round about.

Commentary on Numbers 34:1-12. The borders of Canaan.

Verse 1. The Lord again speaks to Moses.

Verse 2. He is to command the Israelites concerning the limits the Lord has set for 
them the boundaries of the land they are to take over, who to drive out, what they were to 
divide and inherit, and observe the goodness of God in providing for them. When they come 
into Canaan, to take possession of it – it will be divided by lot as an inheritance; according to 
its borders, which shall follow.

Verse 3. On the south, from east to west: from the wilderness of Zin (Kadesh). Where 
there were palm trees of the mountain of iron. This was on the southern border with a part of 
Egypt, Edom, and Moab. Its borders in the east begins with the Dead Sea and proceeds 
eastward.

Verse 4. The south border turns from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim (named for 
its plentiful serpents and scorpions), to Kadesh-barnea from where the spies had been sent. 
They move on to Hazar–addar, then to Azmon.
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Verse 5. From there Arnon, to turn about to the river of Egypt, where the river flows 
into the Mediterranean "great sea" in the west.

Verse 6. The western border will be that sea.

Verse 7. On to the north border – from the great sea, eastward toward Mount Hor 
(Hermon) which divided Cilicia and Syria.

Verse 8. From Mount Hor to the entrance of Hamath to Zedad.

Verse 9. Then on to Ziphron (in Cilicia) to end in Hazar-enan, the northern border – 
from the Mediterranean sea to Hazar-enan (a city in possession of Naphtali).

Verse 10. The eastern border: from Hazar-enan to Shepham, both in the tribe of 
Naphtali.

Verse 11. From Shepham down to Riblah, on the east side Ain (in the tribe of Judah), to
the side of the side of Chinnereth (eastward (sea of Tiberias).

Verse 12. From there it goes down to Jordan, and the going out at the Salt Sea. 
Described the border began with the Dead Sea and ends with it. Thus this completes the 
boundary round about.

Scriptures. Numbers 34:13-29.

13 ¶ And Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, This is the land which ye shall 
inherit by lot, which the LORD commanded to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half tribe:
14 for the tribe of the children of Reuben according to the house of their fathers, and the 
tribe of the children of Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received their 
inheritance; and half the tribe of Manas'seh have received their inheritance:
15 the two tribes and the half tribe have received their inheritance on this side Jordan 
near Jericho eastward, toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
17 These are the names of the men which shall divide the land unto you: Ele-a'zar the 
priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.
18 And ye shall take one prince of every tribe, to divide the land by inheritance.
19 And the names of the men are these: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of 
Jephun'neh.
20 And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shem'u-el the son of Ammi'hud.
21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Eli'dad the son of Chislon.
22 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli.
23 The prince of the children of Joseph, for the tribe of the children of Manas'seh, Han'ni-
el the son of Ephod.
24 And the prince of the tribe of the children of E'phra-im, Kem'uel the son of Shiphtan.
25 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Zeb'ulun, Eliza'phan the son of Parnach.
26 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Is'sachar, Pal'ti-el the son of Azzan.
27 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahi'hud the son of Shelo'mi.
28 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Naph'tali, Ped'ahel the son of Ammi'hud.
29 These are they whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance unto the 
children of Israel in the land of Canaan.
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Commentary on Numbers 34:13-29.

Verse 13. Moses commanded the Israelites to obey the following rules: this is the land 
they shall inherit by lot: to the 9 tribes: Judah, Simeon, Benjamin, Dan, Ephraim, Zebulun, 
Issachar, Asher, and Naphtali, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. Reuben, Gad, and the other 
half-tribes of Manasseh would settle on the other side of Jordan.

Verse 14. Since the above three (Reuben, Gad, and half-Manasseh) had their 
inheritance, they were responsible to cross Jordan and help the others in the conquest of 
Canaan.

Verse 15. These three had their inheritance on the east side of Jordan eastward toward 
the sun-rising – in the plains of Moab.

Verse 16. The Lord gave orders to Moses on exactly how the land of Canaan would be 
divided unto the 9 and a half tribes – in an impartial manner, agreeable to all.

Verse 17. The men who will inherit – then will divide the land to those tribes, under 
their leadership.

It will first be divided to the princes of the tribes by Eleazar the priest, and Joshua (the 
leader in civil affairs).

Verse 18. They would take one prince of the 9 and a half tribes and divide the land by 
inheritance – by drawing the lot with no fraudulent methods; and impartially dividing the 
portion assigned among the respective families in the tribes, according to their rank and 
number.

Verse 19. Not left to the tribes to choose – but chosen by the Lord: Of Judah – Caleb 
(the good spy with Joshua). The rest were all of the new generation.

We only know their names listed through verse 28.

Verse 29. These were the ones commanded by the Lord through Moses to divide the 
land of Canaan in their inheritance unto the children of Israel. This before they conquered it –
but so certain it was and eventually done in Shiloh, before the Lord, at the door of the 
tabernacle, in a solemn manner (Joshua 19:51).

end!
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Lesson XXXV

Numbers chapter 35. Provisions for the Levites.

Scriptures. Numbers 35:1-15.

The Inheritance of the Levites
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,
2 Command the children of Israel, that they give unto the Levites, of the inheritance of 
their possession, cities to dwell in; and ye shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for the cities
round about them.
3 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs of them shall be for their 
cattle, and for their goods, and for all their beasts.
4 And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall give unto the Levites, shall reach from the 
wall of the city and outward a thousand cubits round about.
5 And ye shall measure from without the city on the east side two thousand cubits, and 
on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the 
north side two thousand cubits; and the city shall be in the midst: this shall be to them the 
suburbs of the cities.
6 And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there shall be six cities for 
refuge, which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee thither: and to them ye shall
add forty and two cities.
7 So all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty and eight cities: them 
shall ye give with their suburbs.
8 And the cities which ye shall give shall be of the possession of the children of Israel: 
from them that have many ye shall give many; but from them that have few ye shall give few: 
every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites according to his inheritance which he 
inheriteth.

The Cities of Refuge

9 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan 
into the land of Canaan,
11 then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the slayer may flee 
thither, which killeth any person at unawares.
12 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die 
not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment.
13 And of these cities which ye shall give, six cities shall ye have for refuge.
14 Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of 
Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge.
15 These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, 
and for the sojourner among them; that every one that killeth any person unawares may flee 
thither.

Commentary on Numbers 35:1-15.

Verse 1. The Lord told Moses the necessary provisions for the Levites – who had no 
division of land. This was a direct command.
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Verse 2. Moses will command the Israelites to give the Levites cities for them to dwell 
in and have as an inheritance of their possession. Also they must have suburbs around them –
for their cattle and grain storage.

Verse 3. The cities will be only for them to dwell in – no commerce or commercial 
business in them. The suburbs only for their beasts and stalls, stables, storehouses for their 
produce and other goods necessary for their whole life.

Verse 4. The suburbs: their size was also mandated: from the wall of the city – outward 
about a half mile, all around the city.

Verse 5. They are to measure from outside the city. One block on each quarter: east, 
north, west, south – each a square of 76 acres.

Verse 6. Among the Levite cities, there shall be 6 for refuge. When a person's life was in
danger, these would be set aside as a place of safety (also called cities of flight). Where a 
person would be received, protected, and sheltered. Six cities were set aside for this.

Verse 7. The total of 48 cities were to be given to the Levites (their names, and which 
cities were for refuge, in Joshua 20:10-37).

Verse 8. The cities of the Israelites to be given to the Levites depended on the number 
of cities in their inheritance: if many – they will give many; if less, then give less. Thus the 
Levites were dispersed among the several tribes, would instruct them in the knowledge of 
Divine things.

Verse 9. The Lord continued speaking to Moses as follows:

Verse 10. Tell the Israelites, when they cross Jordan into Canaan.

Verse 11. They were to appoint middle-sized cities as refuge for the accidental 
manslayer. A city of general markets and commerce, plenty of water, many people – but no 
weapons, or nets, or ropes, which could be used to kill the refugee.

Verse 12. These cities of refuge were to protect from the avenger or near kinsman who 
had the right to the blood of anyone that was killed.

The refugee must stand before the congregation in judgment (the established court) of 
that city.

Verse 13. Six cities will be set aside as for refuge, out of the 48 of the Levites.

Verse 14. Three of these cities would be on the east side of Jordan, and three cities 
given in the land of Canaan for refuge. The two sets of cities – the 3 in Canaan lined up north 
to south in a similar way as the 3 across the Jordan.

Verse 15. These cities of refuge would be available to the stranger as well as the 
Israelite, and for a sojourner among them. Anyone that unawares (by some accident) kills any 
person.
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Scriptures. Numbers 35:16-25.

16 ¶ And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer: the 
murderer shall surely be put to death.
17 And if he smite him with throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a 
murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.
18 Or if he smite him with a hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he 
is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.
19 The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: when he meeteth him, he shall 
slay him.
20 But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, that he die;
21 or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die: he that smote him shall surely be put 
to death; for he is a murderer: the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he meeteth 
him.
22 ¶ But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him any thing 
without laying of wait,
23 or with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that 
he die, and was not his enemy, neither sought his harm:
24 then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood 
according to these judgments:
25 and the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger of blood, 
and the congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he 
shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil.

Commentary on Numbers 35:16-25.

Verse 16. If he strikes the man with something of iron: knife, sword, hammer, hatchet: 
he is a murderer. His intention is clear. He shall surely be put to death.

Verse 17. If he throws a stone, big as his hand, wherewith it can kill a man, and a man is
killed: he is a murderer, and shall be surely put to death.

Verse 18. Or strikes him with a wooden hand weapon: staff or club, by which he dies: he
is a murderer and shall surely be put to death.

Verse 19. The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer. After the murderer has
been condemned in judgment by a court. Then, when he catches him, he can slay him.

Verse 20. If he thrust him because of hatred, such as push him down from a high place, 
or push down something upon him as he passes by,, throws anything at him that kills him, or 
throws down from above anything that kills him.

Verse 21. Or hit him with his hand so he dies (fist) – that one shall surely be put to 
death – he is a murderer. The blood revenger shall kill him whenever he meets him (after trial 
of his case).

Verse 22. But accidentally pushes him suddenly, without any evil intent, an accident. 
Or cast upon him unawares from a height – not knowing he was there, or passing by: not lying
in wait. As one cutting in a tree, or working on a roof.
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Verse 23. Or with throwing a stone sufficient to kill a man, but not with intent: not 
seeing the man (such as a blind man might do). He shall be acquitted.

Verse 24. The court of judgment shall hear the case – and judge between the slayer and 
the revenger of blood, and pass sentence according to the above stated rules and laws.

Verse 25. The court shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the avenger. Conduct him 
to a city of refuge. If found guilty, he was put to death. If in the city of refuge he shall stay until
the death of the high priest (that was anointed with holy oil). He would be restored to his 
former home, family and life.

Scriptures. Numbers 35:26-34.

26 But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his refuge, 
whither he was fled;
27 and the revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, and the 
revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of blood:
28 because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until the death of the high 
priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall return into the land of his 
possession.

The Law concerning Bloodshed
29 ¶ So these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings.
30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of 
witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die.
31 Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is guilty of 
death: but he shall be surely put to death.
32 And ye shall take no satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of his refuge, that he 
should come again to dwell in the land, until the death of the priest.
33 So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: and the 
land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.
34 Defile not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the LORD 
dwell among the children of Israel.

Commentary on Numbers 35:26-34.

Verse 26. If the manslayer at any time goes outside of the borders of the city of refuge 
he was in where he had fled to:

Verse 27. And the revenger of blood finds him outside of that city of refuge, and he kills 
that manslayer, he will not be guilty of blood (murder) for it.

Verse 28. That man should have stayed within the city of refuge until the high priest 
dies. This was for his own safety.

After the death of the high priest, the slayer will be free to return to his home land – 
where he came from, of his possession and tribe.

Verse 29. These things will be laws for judgment for the Israelites, throughout their 
generations in every place where they lived in the land of Canaan. The death of the priest was 
considered atonement for the slayer.

306

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 30. If someone willfully kills another person – the murderer shall be put to death 
based on the word of witnesses – two witnesses were required. Never will the word of one 
witness cause the death of any one.

Verse 31. No amount of money or any other gifts or property will satisfy to get a 
murderer freed if he is guilty of death: he shall surely be put to death.

Verse 32. As well nothing can free him that has fled to a city of refuge – nothing can 
purchase his freedom.

Verse 33. The Israelites shall not pollute the land Canaan wherein they shall dwell. 
Specifically the shedding of innocent blood defiles the land. The blood of the murderer is 
required: to shed his blood to cleanse the land. Justice and law must keep the land clean. The 
old inhabitants had idolatry, adultery, and murder.

Verse 34. They must not defile the land which they will inhabit – plus the land wherein 
this God also dwells. The tabernacle will be the Holy God's dwelling among the children of 
Israel.

End!
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Lesson XXXVI

Numbers chapter 36.

Scriptures. Numbers 36:1-13.

The Law concerning the Marriage of Heiresses
1 And the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gil'e-ad, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manas'seh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, 
and before the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel:
2 and they said, The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot 
to the children of Israel: and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of 
Zelo'phehad our brother unto his daughters.
3 And if they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, 
then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to 
the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our
inheritance.
4 And when the jubilee of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance be 
put unto the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall their inheritance be 
taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.
5 ¶ And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the LORD, 
saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well.
6 This is the thing which the LORD doth command concerning the daughters of 
Zelo'phehad, saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only to the family of the tribe of
their father shall they marry.
7 So shall not the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for 
every one of the children of Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his 
fathers.
8 And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the children of 
Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her father, that the children of Israel 
may enjoy every man the inheritance of his fathers.
9 Neither shall the inheritance remove from one tribe to another tribe; but every one of 
the tribes of the children of Israel shall keep himself to his own inheritance.
10 ¶ Even as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelo'phehad:
11 for Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelo'phehad, 
were married unto their father's brothers' sons:
12 and they were married into the families of the sons of Manas'seh the son of Joseph, and
their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father.
13 ¶ These are the commandments and the judgments, which the LORD commanded, by 
the hand of Moses, unto the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.

Commentary on Numbers 36:1-13.

Verse 1. The princes of Manasseh, the grandson was Gilead. The son of Manasseh was 
Machir – all the families of the sons of Joseph came before Moses and Eleazar the priest, and 
the princes of the tribes of the children of Israel.

Verse 2. They address Moses formally concerning what the Lord had commanded him 
to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the Israelites. This included the inheritance of 
Zelophehad their brother – to his daughters (chapter 27:1-11). They suggest that there is likely
to be a complication.
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Verse 3. If they marry any sons of other tribes of Israel. Will their inheritance then be 
put on the tribe of their husbands, and taken from them.

Verse 4. At the time of Jubilee of the Israelites, the inheritance were to be restored to 
the original proprietors of them. Then their inheritance will be put into the inheritance where 
they married into. This would take it away from the tribe of their fathers.

Verse 5. Moses commanded according to the Lord's directions: beginning with: "The 
tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well." It was worthy of notice and consideration.

Verse 6. The Lord's command to the daughters of Zelophehad. They are permitted to 
marry whom they please, but only of the family of their fathers' tribe – the family of 
Hepherites (chapter 26:32,33).

Verse 7. This will prevent the inheritance of the Israelites from going from tribe to 
tribe. They will keep themselves in the inheritance of the tribe of their fathers.

Verse 8. Every daughter that married and possessed an inheritance in any tribe, they 
can only marry into the family of her father's tribe. In this way all will enjoy the inheritance of 
his fathers (or his father's brethren, all close kin).

Verse 9. Each and every tribe was to never remove their inheritance to another tribe. 
Every one shall surely keep themselves in their own inheritance.

Verse 10. As Moses had been commanded by the Lord, so did he order the daughters of 
Zelophehad, and they followed his orders:

Verse 11. The daughters: Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah: they all married 
their father's brother's sons.

Verse 12. Thus married into the families of the sons of Manasseh, the son of Joseph. 
Therefore their inheritance stayed in the tribe of the family of their father.

Verse 13. This concludes the commandments and judgments concerning the 
boundaries and division of the land of Canaan, the inheritances in it; the cities of refuge.

All was commanded by the Lord, by the hand of Moses in the plains of Moab, by Jordan
near Jericho.

Finis!
March 27 2019
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Commentary on Deuteronomy

Introduction

This book was written in the last month of Moses' life, and delivered to the Israelites at 
certain times, in the last days of the 40th year from the Israelites leaving Egypt. It was a 
repetition of the Laws formerly given – now repeated and largely more explained. Also several
particular laws are added, instructions, and directions – necessary because this new 
generation had not receive the law given on Mt. Sinai. Only a very few people from the former 
generation were still alive (Joshua and Caleb among others).

These people were about to enter Canaan and only obeying these laws given by the 
Lord, would keep them in the land. So Moses, reminded, explained and enforced them, to 
prepare them: for their own welfare. Their civil happiness depended on their obedience.

Also there are several reproofs of their rebellion, disobedience and murmuring.
Only the last verses weren't written by Moses, but by another, equally inspired of God –

which records Moses' death, and about his character.
Authenticity is confirmed by Christ in His days of repelling the temptations of the devil,

where all the scriptures produced by Christ are taken from this book (Matthew 4:4,7,10).
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Lesson I

Deuteronomy chapter 1.

Scriptures. Deuteronomy 1:1-8.

Moses Recounts the LORD's Promise to Israel at Horeb
1 These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the 
wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and 
Haze'roth, and Diza'hab.
2 (There are eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of mount Se'ir unto Ka'desh–
barne'a.)
3 And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the 
month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the LORD had 
given him in commandment unto them;
4 after he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the 
king of Bashan, which dwelt at As'taroth in Ed're-i:
5 on this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare this law, saying,
6 The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt long enough in this 
mount:
7 turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the 
places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the 
sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river 
Euphra'tes.
8 Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD 
sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after 
them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 1:1-8.

Intro: first the time and place where this was delivered to the Israelites is in the first 3 
verses.

Verse 1. Moses spoke these words to all Israelites – to the princes of the tribes, then to 
all of their people under them. The place was on the east side of the Jordan river, across the 
Jordan was Canaan. They were in the vast wilderness of Arabia, the plains of Moab. The Red 
Sea was far south of them. The names that follow are places that were at the boundaries of 
their habitation in the plains of Moab.

Verse 2. The distance between Horeb and Kadesh-barnea were an 11 day journey. From
Kadesh the 12 spies had been sent.

Verse 3. In the 40th year from the Israelites coming out of Egypt, the first day of the 
eleventh month, Moses spoke to them all the Lord had commanded him to deliver to them. 
This included the commandments given to Moses at different times over that period of time.

Verse 4. After the Lord had killed Sihon, king of the Amorites – the king, his palace 
(Numbers 21:24-26); and Og, king of Bashan, in Astaroth, the home of the giants 
(Deuteronomy 3:11).
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Verse 5. On the side of Jordan where the Moab was, this was where Moses began the 
declaring of the law – to explain, make clear, and how essential it was. Before this he gave 
them a short history of what had befallen them since their departure from Horeb up to the 
present time (this and the next 2 chapters).

Verse 6. The Lord their God spoke unto them in Horeb, where they had been encamped
just under a year. The message: they had stayed there long enough near this mountain. During
this time they had the law delivered near this mountain, the tabernacle and all things 
pertaining to it were made. Their leaders were appointed, they were numbered in order under 
4 Standards: ready to march. Therefore they must set forward for the land of Canaan.

Verse 7. They were to turn toward their destination, the mount of the Amorites, in 
southern Canaan (the way the spies had been sent). This included plains, hills, and vales (near
the mountain); and in the southern border of Canaan; the west border of the Mediterranean 
Sea; unto Lebanon and eastward to the River Euphrates.

Verse 8. Look all around you, The Lord has set the boundaries and given it all to them: 
go in and possess it.

This was that land promised to their fathers; all back to the beginning with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and their seed after them. Go and do it!

Scriptures. Deuteronomy 1:9-18.

The Appointment of Judges
9 ¶ And I spake unto you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you myself alone:
10 the LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude.
11 (The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are, 
and bless you, as he hath promised you!)
12 How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife?
13 Take you wise men, and understanding, and known among your tribes, and I will make 
them rulers over you.
14 And ye answered me, and said, The thing which thou hast spoken is good for us to do.
15 So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and known, and made them heads over 
you, captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and 
captains over tens, and officers among your tribes.
16 And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him.
17 Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as well as the 
great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's: and the cause that is 
too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it.
18 And I commanded you at that time all the things which ye should do.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 1:9-18.

Verse 9. Before they encamped at Mt. Sinai, Jethro had given Moses this advice, which 
Moses took, as here related (Exodus 18). He was not able to hear or judge every case or 
problem brought before him.

Verse 10. The Lord had multiplied the people; Moses was unable as one person to 
handle such a large number: as "the stars of heaven". At least over 3 million.
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Verse 11. Moses pronounced this blessing upon the people: "The LORD God of your 
fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath 
promised you!"

Verse 12. Moses could not alone hear all their causes and try them, their causes and 
strifes and controversies. It was trouble and a cumbrance upon him.

Verse 13. They are to take down their wise men, qualified, experienced integrity, 
wisdom, prudence and skill and knowledge in worldly as well as spiritual things, and in 
deciding and judging matters of different opinions. Bring them before Moses and he will make
them formally invested in their appointed offices.

Verse 14. The people answered Moses and told him that what he had spoken to them 
was good for them to do. This was good for Moses as well as for them – they agreed to do it.

Verse 15. Moses took the recommended men: the wise and well known, respected men, 
that were brought before him, and made them as rulers (judges) over them: captains over 
thousands, over hundreds, over fifties, and over tens (Exodus 18:21-25). And officers among 
their tribes – thought to be like polices – to arrest, bind, and carry out the judges sentences.

Verse 16. As he had charged the ones before: hear the causes between your brethren – 
allow equal time for each side; and judge without prejudice, righteously: between every man 
and his brother – (both Israelites) – and the strangers, equally.

Verse 17. No special respect to any person in judgment – hear the small and the great, 
equally. The poor as the wealthy, old or young. Fear not the expressions of men – frowns or 
anger; small causes, and large concerns.

Judges stand in the place of God: they are to act "under Him", and are accountable to 
Him.

If there is a case too hard for them, bring it to Moses and he will hear it (Exodus 
18:22,26).

Verse 18. These things had been commanded to the people; law: moral, ceremonial, 
judicial. They were then given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.

Scriptures. Deuteronomy 1:19-33.

The Spies Sent Out at Kadesh–barnea
19 ¶ And when we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God 
commanded us; and we came to Ka'desh–barne'a.
20 And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the LORD 
our God doth give unto us.
21 Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as the 
LORD God of thy fathers hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.
22 And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, and 
they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and 
into what cities we shall come.
23 And the saying pleased me well; and I took twelve men of you, one of a tribe:
24 and they turned and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, 
and searched it out.
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25 And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down unto us, and 
brought us word again, and said, It is a good land which the LORD our God doth give us.
26 ¶ Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of the 
LORD your God:
27 and ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought 
us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.
28 Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is
greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have
seen the sons of the An'akim there.
29 Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them.
30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that
he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;
31 and in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a 
man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place.
32 Yet in this thing ye did not believe the LORD your God,
33 who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents in, in fire 
by night, to show you by what way ye should go, and in a cloud by day.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 1:19-33.

Verse 19. When they left Horeb, obediently, as directed by the Lord, they went through 
the great and terrible wilderness (Paran), towards the mountain of the Amorites to Kadesh-
barnea. 

Verse 20. The Lord had given them this land – the south part of Canaan.

Verse 21. The Lord set this land before them – the God of their fathers – they were not 
to fear or be discouraged.

Verse 22. The heads of the tribe came to Moses – suggesting that a group of men be 
sent to search out the land and bring back a plan of the best way to enter the land, easiest 
paths, where cities were, and the least dangerous, easiest to overcome.

Verse 23. It was a "pleasing" suggestion, prudent. He didn't realize at the time that it 
was a plan based on their fear and lack of trust. So he had chosen 12 – one from each tribe 
(named in Numbers 13:4-15).

Verse 24. They went up into the mountain into the valley, of Eschol (named from the 
cluster of grapes they cut and took back, carried by two men on a staff). They had looked over 
the entire land given them by the Lord.

Verse 25. They also brought other fruit of the land (figs, pomegranates – Numbers 13-
23). They brought a full account of their experiences – it was a good land: flowing with milk 
and honey. All agreed with Caleb and Joshua's summary report.

Verse 26. In spite of this they would not go up to possess it – they rebelled against the 
Lord their God. They disobeyed His commandment.

Verse 27. After the spies report, they wept all night in their tents, which then became 
general and public, murmuring against Moses and Aaron – then that the Lord hated them, 
and that's why He brought them out of Egypt.
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This in spite of all the miracles, and from such a wretched slavery for many years. They 
now say that His plan was to destroy them by delivering them over to the Amorites. All they 
possess was unbelief and fear.

Verse 28. They could not perceive a safe and easy way to go up into this land. The 
Amorites were many and powerful, who guard their possessions. The 10 spies (their brethren) 
have greatly discouraged (scared) them. They wouldn't accept the words of Caleb and Joshua. 
The mention of the large men – much taller than them, plus the multitude of them. Also the 
cities had great, strong, and high walls (up to heaven). They would have no chance to 
overcome. Add the sons of the Anakim - the so-called giants.

Verse 29. At that time Moses told them to not dread, or be afraid of them – even before 
the spies were sent out. His words remain the same even after the spies' report. This was not 
recorded in Numbers 14:5.)

Verse 30. Moses describes their Lord and God that had been faithfully leading them, by
the pillar of cloud by day (and the pillar of fire by night. He will fight for them. God was 
mightier, higher above their walls. Consider all that He did for them in Egypt. Before the eyes 
of their fathers - some of them may have seen as well.

Verse 31. And in the wilderness: manna, water from rocks, protected and kept them 
safe from their various enemies and victory over Amalek, Sidon, and Og. The Lord has carried 
them as a man carries his son; all the way to this place and time. They need not dread the 
Canaanites.

 Verse 32. Their unbelief in the Lord their God will be the cause of their not going in 
and possessing the land immediately.

Verse 33. The Lord went before them throughout the wilderness and showed them the 
best places to pitch their tents: safely, with water available for their flocks and safety from any 
outsiders. Even at night they traveled safely by the pillar of fire, and the cloud by day, a shelter
from the scorching sun.

Scriptures. Deuteronomy 1:34-46.

God's Punishment on Israel
34 ¶ And the LORD heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and sware, saying,
35 Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which 
I sware to give unto your fathers,
36 save Caleb the son of Jephun'neh; he shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he 
hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the LORD.
37 Also the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go in 
thither.
38 But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: 
encourage him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.
39 Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in 
that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will 
I give it, and they shall possess it.
40 But as for you, turn you, and take your journey into the wilderness by the way of the 
Red sea.

315

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

The Defeat of Israel at Hormah
41 ¶ Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against the LORD, we will go up
and fight, according to all that the LORD our God commanded us. And when ye had girded on
every man his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill.
42 And the LORD said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; for I am not 
among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies.
43 So I spake unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of 
the LORD, and went presumptuously up into the hill.
44 And the Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out against you, and chased 
you, as bees do, and destroyed you in Se'ir, even unto Hormah.
45 And ye returned and wept before the LORD; but the LORD would not hearken to your 
voice, nor give ear unto you.
46 So ye abode in Kadesh many days, according unto the days that ye abode there.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 1:34-46.

Verse 34. The Lord heard their murmurings against Moses and Aaron, and threatening 
them. They hated them for bringing them out of Egypt, and their wish that they had died in 
the wilderness. The Lord was angry with them and sware the following:

Verse 35. Not one of these men of this evil generation shall see the land of Canaan – 
which was sworn to be given to their fathers; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Verse 36. Caleb will see it, enter in and enjoy it; and Joshua as well (both brought the 
good report). The land that they had actually walked on, the Lord formally now gives to them 
and their children (Hebron). They had completely followed the Lord's directions.

Verse 37. The Lord had gotten angry with Moses for speaking against the people, so 
Moses shall not go into Canaan, as well as that generation wasn't.

Verse 38. But Joshua who was standing before him – as his servant and minister 
(second in command) – he will lead the way to Israel to enter the land, he shall cause them to 
inherit it; he will divide by lot the land, for all Israel to inherit.

Verse 39. Look back to the time they were all children, and had no knowledge between 
good and evil, now were the generation Moses was talking to, relating the 38 year old history. 
Now they shall go in and possess it; a gift from their God, even as promised to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.

Verse 40. They were now told to go to the wilderness by the Red Sea, south of Mt. Seir.

Verse 41. They answered that they were not willing to; they admitted their sinning 
against their Lord, but now wanted to go up and fight as the Lord had commanded them. The 
Lord had promised to fight for them. Now they took it upon themselves – to completely arm 
themselves with their weapons of war, and be ready to go up the hill. Before (when ordered to 
do it, it was considered very difficult), but they did despise the order to go by the Red Sea.

Verse 42. The Lord then informed Moses that he must now command them not to go 
up, neither fight, for the Lord is not among them. Thus they were going to be destroyed by 
their enemies.
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Verse 43. Moses had spoken to them: they would not listen, but rebelled against the 
Lord's command. They went "presumptuously" up the hill, only in their own strength. The 
Amorites had seen from afar their coming, and came down upon them in great numbers, 
stopped them: they could only retreat (Numbers 14:45).

Verse 44. The Amorites came in great numbers – as bees when their hives are 
disturbed, and destroyed a large number of them.

Verse 45. When the Israelites returned they wept before the Lord (at Kadesh). They 
knew they had sinned before the Lord, and the slaughter had been the result. They had 
refused to go into the wilderness as ordered by the Lord. The Lord would not listen or change 
the order.

Verse 46. As a result they stayed in Kadesh many days (14 years) including before this 
disaster and after it, before they marched onward into the wilderness again.
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Lesson II

Deuteronomy chapter 2.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 2:1-12.

The Years in the Wilderness
1 Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea, as 
the LORD spake unto me: and we compassed mount Se'ir many days.
2 And the LORD spake unto me, saying,
3 Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn you northward.
4 And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast of your 
brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Se'ir; and they shall be afraid of you: take ye 
good heed unto yourselves therefore:
5 meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a 
footbreadth; because I have given mount Se'ir unto Esau for a possession.
6 Ye shall buy meat of them for money, that ye may eat; and ye shall also buy water of 
them for money, that ye may drink.
7 For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: he knoweth thy 
walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with 
thee; thou hast lacked nothing.
8 ¶ And when we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which dwelt in Se'ir, 
through the way of the plain from Elath, and from E'zi-on–ga'ber, we turned and passed by 
the way of the wilderness of Moab.
9 And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in 
battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the 
children of Lot for a possession.
10 The Emim dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and tall, as the 
An'akim;
11 which also were accounted giants, as the An'akim; but the Moabites call them Emim.
12 The Horim also dwelt in Se'ir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, 
when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto 
the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 2:1-12.

Verse 1. They turned from Kadesh, into the wilderness by the Red Sea, then near Mt. 
Seir (the mountainous area of Edom) to and fro for 38 years until they were back to Kadesh.

Verses 2,3. The Lord spoke unto Moses while they were near Mt. Seir saying: they have 
been here long enough, turn northward, toward Canaan. The Israelites sent messengers to the 
king of Edom to request a passage through his land.

Verse 4. The people (children of Esau) would be afraid of them, so they must be careful 
not to distress or provoke them, or do them mischief.

Verse 5. Don't meddle with them – not a foot of their land will be given to them – the 
Lord had given the area of Mt. Seir for Esau to possess.

Verse 6. They have permission to buy what they need from them – meat and water, to 
eat and drink – cash money.
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Verse 7. The Lord had blessed His people in all their work over the 40 years. He was 
with them every step of the way throughout this great wilderness, prospering their cattle, and 
flocks. He had defended them and protected them.

Verse 8. They had passed through the land of the children of Esau on the borders, the 
wilderness of Zin, the two ports on the Red Sea: Elath and Ezion–gaber, then to Kadesh. They 
then passed the way to the wilderness of Moab in the east.

Verse 9. Moses was commanded by God to order the Israelites not to distress the 
Moabites – not to battle them. Their land will not be given to the Israelites, for a possession. 
Moab was a son of Lot – Ar had been given to them by the Lord to possess.

Verses 10,11. The Emims lived there long ago. They were known (Genesis 36:24) as 
giants and of great strength (descendants of Ham). As tall as the Anakims; like those seen by 
the spies at Hebron (sons of Anak) there. The Moabites called them Emims.

Verse 12. The Horims had lived in Seir before the children of Esau. The children of 
Esau had settled there by the use of the sword: destroyed them from before them, took their 
land to dwell in Seir – later called Edom. The Lord also gave this land into the possession of 
the Israelites. This also to encourage them to so do in Canaan as the Lord would likewise be 
with them.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 2:13-23.

13 Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we went over the brook 
Zered.
14 And the space in which we came from Ka'desh–barne'a, until we were come over the 
brook Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of war were wasted
out from among the host, as the LORD sware unto them.
15 For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from among the 
host, until they were consumed.
16 ¶ So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the
people,
17 that the LORD spake unto me, saying,
18 Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day:
19 and when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor
meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any 
possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession.
20 (That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old time; and the 
Ammonites call them Zamzum'mim;
21 a people great, and many, and tall, as the An'akim; but the LORD destroyed them 
before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead:
22 as he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Se'ir, when he destroyed the Horim 
from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day:
23 and the Avim which dwelt in Haz'erim, even unto Azzah, the Caph'torim, which came 
forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)

Commentary on Deuteronomy 2:13-23.

Verse 13. They are to ride up and enter the valley of Zered, and cross over the brook 
there, named Zered. And we did.
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Verse 14. The period of time from Kadesh-barnea to the time they crossed over the 
brook Zered was 38 years. Until all of that generation of the men of war (those that were 20 
years and upward) – that were numbered when they first came out from Egypt. Only Caleb 
and Joshua were left. All others were consumed as the Lord had sworn to them.

Verse 15. the Lord's hand was against them – for their report of the spies, and their 
murmuring, and he destroyed them all.

Verse 16. So did all of them be consumed, dead from among the rising and surviving 
generations.

Verse 17. At that time (over Zered) the Lord spoke to Moses, saying;

Verse 18. They are now to pass over, the river Arnon, by the Moab city of Ar, but only 
along the borders of Moab. They were to begin that very day.

Verse 19. When they came near the Ammonites they were not to distress over meddle 
with them. These people were descended from Lot (and his 2nd daughter). The Lord had 
given it to them for them to possess.

Verse 20. Long ago this place was accounted a land of giants. The Ammonites called 
them Zamzummims. As tall as a door post. Their name signifies that they continued evil and 
things terrible, striking terror into people.

Verse 21. They were a great many tall people (like the Anakims). The Lord destroyed 
the Zamzummims, and the Ammonites took over and lived in their place and possessed it.

Verse 22. The Lord dealt with the children of Esau (in Seir) as He had for the Amorites 
when He destroyed the Horims (verse 12). So did they dwell there up to the present day.

Verse 23. And the Avims lived in a part of the land of the Philistines, wherein was 
Azzah. Hazerim means courts – where groups of tents or huts were arranged in circles with a 
court in the center.

The Caphtorims came up and destroyed and settled there.
These several examples were to encourage the Israelites that they would be able to take 

over and push out the Canaanites, and possess the land – when it was the will of God.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 2:24-37.

24 Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: behold, I have given into 
thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: begin to possess it, and contend
with him in battle.
25 This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the nations that 
are under the whole heaven, who shall hear report of thee, and shall tremble, and be in 
anguish because of thee.

Israel Conquers Sihon
26 ¶ And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kede'moth unto Sihon king of 
Heshbon with words of peace, saying,
27 Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the high way, I will neither turn unto 
the right hand nor to the left.
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28 Thou shalt sell me meat for money, that I may eat; and give me water for money, that I 
may drink: only I will pass through on my feet:
29 (as the children of Esau which dwell in Se'ir, and the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did 
unto me:) until I shall pass over Jordan into the land which the LORD our God giveth us.
30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God 
hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as 
appeareth this day.
31 And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land before 
thee: begin to possess, that thou mayest inherit his land.
32 Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz.
33 And the LORD our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and 
all his people.
34 And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the women, 
and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:
35 only the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we 
took.
36 From Aro'er, which is by the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the city that is by the 
river, even unto Gil'e-ad, there was not one city too strong for us: the LORD our God delivered
all unto us:
37 only unto the land of the children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the
river Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor unto whatsoever the LORD our God 
forbade us.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 2:24-37.

Verse 24. They are to rise up and pass over the Arnon river, which was the border 
between Moab and the Amorites. The Lord has given them (the Israelites) the king of the 
Amorites: Sihon, and all his domain. They must begin to possess it by battling with him – and 
continue until they have taken possession of it. They are assured of victory.

Verse 25. The Lord will put fear of the Israelites and dread of them upon the nations 
under the whole heaven. They will hear of them and tremble-fearing their coming to take over 
their lands also.

Verse 26. Moses sent messengers to Sihon king of Heshbon with words of peace – to 
propose friendship. This method was used when they came to any city, offer peace, if an 
answer of peace was given, no hostilities were to be committed.

Verse 27. They wished to pass through their land, on the highway along the border. 
They will not turn either way (right or left) off of it: not to bother their fields with crops, 
orchards, vineyards, nor anything else.

Verse 28. They will be glad to pay them for their meat, and their water. They were all 
walking on their feet They would pass through their land as fast as they could walk.

Verse 29. When they had passed through the lands of the children of Esau in Seir, and 
the Moabites (in Ar) – Edomites and Moabites, who they paid for their food and drink. This 
was their only purpose in their lands: to pass over to reach the Jordan River and pass over 
into Canaan. That is the land that their God had given the Israelites.
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Verse 30. But Sihon, king of Heshbon refused to let them pass by. The Lord had 
hardened his heart and spirit, and thus led to the Israelites having the opportunity to fight and
overcome him and his country; thereby they took possession of the land. The Lord thereby 
delivered the king into the Israelites' hands. This was true on the day Moses spoke to the 
Israelites: they possessed his kingdom.

Verse 31. The Lord said unto Moses, when the messengers were sent to Sihon, and now 
returned with the news that Sihon's heart had now been hardened against the Israelites – as 
the lord had informed Moses: He had begun to give this land before them. They are now to 
begin possessing, so they may inherit this land, without any fear.

Verse 32. Sihon had come against the Israelites who were at the city of Jahaz.

Verse 33. The Lord had delivered them to the Israelites: they smote him and all his 
people and killed them by the edge of the sword: he, his sons, and all his people.

Verse 34. They took over all his cities: Heshbon and others mentioned in Numbers 
21:25,30,32. They utterly destroyed every single person: men, women and children, no matter 
their age. The Amorites, who were devoted to destruction (one of the 7 nations), their measure
of iniquity was full – therefore vengeance was taken.

Verse 35. Only the cattle were taken for their own use and profit. Also they took spoil of
the cities: which included household goods, gold, silver, or anything of value – their rightful 
plunder was shared among themselves.

Verse 36. On the border of Moab, Aroer which is next to the Arnon River (later called 
river of Gad), and all the way to Gilead (belonging to Og king of Bashan), there was no city too
strong for the Israelites to conquer. The Lord their God delivered all unto the Israelites. God's 
power and blessing brought them victory.

Verse 37. To the land of the children of Ammon they had not come (it was then in their 
possession; also not to any city or town along the Jabboh River – which bordered the 
Ammonites; also not in the cities in the mountains – nor anywhere else that the Lord had 
forbidden them to go.

End.
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Lesson III

Deuteronomy chapter 3.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 3:1-11.

Israel Conquers Og of Bashan
1 Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came out 
against us, he and all his people, to battle at Ed're-i.
2 And the LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and all his people, 
and his land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the 
Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.
3 So the LORD our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his 
people: and we smote him until none was left to him remaining.
4 And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from 
them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
5 All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns a 
great many.
6 And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly 
destroying the men, women, and children, of every city.
7 But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to ourselves.
8 And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites the land that 
was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount Hermon;
9 (which Hermon the Sido'nians call Sir'i-on; and the Amorites call it Shenir;)
10 all the cities of the plain, and all Gil'e-ad, and all Bashan, unto Salchah and Ed're-i, 
cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
11 For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants; behold, his bedstead 
was a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? nine cubits was the 
length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a man.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 3:1-11.

Verse 1. To Bashan, higher than Sihon's kingdom – is next where they went – good 
country for raising cattle, good pastures, famous for its oaks.

Og, king of Bashan, came out against the Israelites with all his forces, from Astaroth to 
battle at Edrei, about 6 miles from the former city.

Verse 2. The Lord told Moses to not fear him – for they would be delivered into his 
hand – to do with as with previous kings defeated by the Lord's hand. Sihon at Heshbon.

Verse 3. So the Lord did, delivered Og of Bashan and all his people, who they killed, 
every single one – men, women, and children.

Verse 4. They also took over all his cities – 60 in the region called Argob.

Verse 5. The cities all had high walls and fenced in, with gates and bars; also the many 
small towns and villages nearby the cities, as is common.

Verse 6. They destroyed all the people at Heshbon – men, women, and children.
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Verse 7. All the animals were saved, as well as the spoil of the cities: gold, silver, 
furniture, stores of food, crops, all their substance of any value or use.

Verse 8. Out of the hands of two Amorite kings they took at that time, the land on the 
east side of Jordan. From the Arnon River to Mt. Hermon, the northern border of this 
country.

Verse 9. The Sidonians called this mountain (Hermon) Sirion. The Amorites called it 
Shenir – where it snowed. The words used to describe this meant a net or covering like a net 
of snow.

Verse 10. All the cities of the plain: from Gilead, to Bashan, Salchah, Edrei in the area 
of Bashan - to the west was Bashan, Edrei in the east.

Verse 11. Og was the lats of the so-called giants, king of Bashan. His iron bed had been 
kept in Rabbath as a great curiosity: it was 12 1/2 feet long and six feet wide. His height is 
figured to have been 8 feet and 10 inches.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 3:12-20.

Reuben, Gad, and Half of Manasseh Settle East of the Jordan
12 ¶ And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aro'er, which is by the river 
Arnon, and half mount Gil'e-ad, and the cities thereof, gave I unto the Reubenites and to the 
Gadites.
13 And the rest of Gil'e-ad, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I unto the half 
tribe of Manas'seh; all the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which was called the land of 
giants.
14 Ja'ir the son of Manas'seh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Gesh'uri and 
Ma-ach'athi; and called them after his own name, Ba'shan–hav'oth–ja'ir, unto this day.
15 And I gave Gil'e-ad unto Machir.
16 And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gil'e-ad even unto the river 
Arnon half the valley, and the border even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the 
children of Ammon;
17 the plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chin'nereth even unto the sea of 
the plain, even the salt sea, under Ash'doth–pis'gah eastward.
18 ¶ And I commanded you at that time, saying, The LORD your God hath given you this 
land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your brethren the children of Israel, all that 
are meet for the war.
19 But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, (for I know that ye have much 
cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have given you;
20 until the LORD have given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you, and until they 
also possess the land which the LORD your God hath given them beyond Jordan: and then 
shall ye return every man unto his possession, which I have given you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 3:12-20.

Verse 12. This land possessed by the Israelites at that time: from Aroer, on the border 
of the Arnon River and Moab, as far as Gilead, was taken from Sihon king of Heshbon; plus 
half of Mt. Gilead and its cities, taken from Og of Bashan, were given to the Reubenites and 
the Gadites (at their request, with conditions placed on them).
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Verse 13. The rest of Gilead and its cities and Bashan (from the kingdom of Og was 
given to the half-tribe of Manasseh; the region of land called the land of the giants (Rephaim).

Verse 14. Jair, son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob, to the border of Syria: 
small towns of Gilead. He called them after his own name Bashan–havoth–jair, unto the 
present time.

Verse 15. Machir, son of Manasseh, was given Gilead (rather his posterity: the 
Machirites).

Verse 16. The Reubenites and Gadites were given from Gilead unto the Arnon River 
(and half the river) unto the river Jabbok, on the border of the Ammonites.

Verse 17. The plain by Jordan, bordered by Moab, and its coast thereof – from there to 
the Salt Sea, where the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah had been, to the eastward – given to the
tribe of Reuben, called Ashdoth-pisgah.

Verse 18. They were commanded at that time (the tribe of Reuben and Gad, and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh – that their God had given them this land to possess). With the 
condition that they would go there armed (with the other Israelites) to pass over Jordan well-
armed for war.

Verse 19. Their wives and children, and cattle were to stay behind, in the cities given to 
them (and their servants).

Verse 20. Until the rest of their brethren are given reset and they are given rest also, by 
the Lord. And until they have been given the land which their God had given them beyond 
Jordan (Canaan). Only then will they return to the land they had been given.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 3:21-29.

21 And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Thine eyes have seen all that the LORD 
your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither
thou passest.
22 Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God he shall fight for you.

Moses Not Permitted to Enter Canaan
23 ¶ And I besought the LORD at that time, saying,
24 O Lord GOD, thou hast begun to show thy servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand: 
for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according 
to thy might?
25 I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon.
26 But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the 
LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.
27 Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.
28 But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go over before 
this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which thou shalt see.
29 So we abode in the valley over against Beth–pe'or.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 3:20-29.

Verse 20. Your families will be at rest, but you and your brethren will not be given rest 
until the Lord has given it to you in the land of Canaan; that is rest from their enemies. They 
will then possess the land given them by God beyond Jordan. Then every man will return to 
the particular possession given him by his Lord. This was done in Joshua 22.

Verse 21. Joshua was told, after the conquest of the two aforementioned kings, and that
Moses would soon die, Joshua his successor; by the direction of God Joshua was reminded of 
the above mentioned conquests – that he will see the Lord's working in his favor, as the same 
unto all the kingdoms in the land of Canaan which he has personally seen (at least 31 kings).

Verse 22. He must not fear them, no matter their numbers, strength, big men, nor their
fortifications. His Lord will fight for him (as at Jericho the walls fell; at Gibeon, hail killed 
more enemy soldiers than they did by the sword.

Verse 23. Moses requested of the Lord that he live long enough to see what the Lord 
had promised Israel come to pass.

Verse 24. He begins by saying that he has already seen the mighty beginning of God's 
mighty hand and greatness – thus what He had already promised to do in Canaan – Moses 
remarks that there is no god in heaven or earth that can do anything like his mighty God.

Verse 25. He prays that he will be allowed go go over Jordan and look over this good 
land of Canaan, flowing with milk and honey. Even up north to the mountain in Lebanon.

Verse 26. The Lord had gotten angry with him and Aaron not sanctifying him at the 
waters of Meribah, and things he had said when he was provoked by the people (numbers 
20:12). So at present He would not hear him or grant his request. The Lord had told him to be 
satisfied that he had seen the two kings overthrown and their kingdoms in Israel's possession. 
And he had a distant sight of Canaan as after directed. And he is told not to speak to the Lord 
of this matter.

Verse 27. He is to go to the highest peak of Mt. Nebo called Pisgah – then look in every 
direction over all the land of Canaan – for he shall not go over Jordan. Moses mentions no 
less than 4 times; this lay near his heart.

Verse 28. Moses is to give Joshua the most serious responsibility to take care of the 
children of Israel – and to encourage him and strengthen him for their task. Not to fear the 
enemy, and put this people in possession of the land.

For the Lord will go over before this people, as head, leader, and commander over 
them. He shall be the cause of their inheritance of this land – which Joshua will conquer and 
divide it by lot for them to inherit, and their children after them.

Verse 29. The Israelites stayed in the valley of the plains of Moab, near a mountain 
which had a temple built into Baal the idol, called Baal Peor, here called Beth-peor. Moses was
buried in this valley: Deuteronomy 34:6.
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Lesson IV

Deuteronomy chapter 4

Scripture. Deuteronomy 4:1-15.

Moses Exhorts Israel to Obedience
1 Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I 
teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD 
God of your fathers giveth you.
2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish aught 
from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.
3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Ba'al–pe'or: for all the men that 
followed Ba'al–pe'or, the LORD thy God hath destroyed them from among you.
4 But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one of you this day.
5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God 
commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.
6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the 
sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.
7 For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our 
God is in all things that we call upon him for?
8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all 
this law, which I set before you this day?

Israel's Experience at Horeb
9 ¶ Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things 
which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but 
teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;
10 specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the 
LORD said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, 
that they may learn to fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they 
may teach their children.
11 And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire 
unto the midst of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness.
12 And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: Ex. 19.16-18 · Heb. 12.18, 19 
ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.
13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.
14 And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that 
ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.

Warning against Idolatry
15 ¶ Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on 
the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire;

Commentary on Deuteronomy 4:1-15.

Verse 1. Exhortation to Israel to keep the commands, God's law: statutes and 
judgments, ceremonial and moral. They were to obey. Consider all the things the Lord had 
done for them – His kindness and goodness to them. Moses would teach them; they are to do 
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them; they shall live. Thus they will go in and possess the land promised to their fathers by the
Lord God, now given to this new generation: the land of Canaan.

Verse 2. They may not add to or subtract from God's word delivered to them. Nor make 
their own rules or laws to replace any of them. The Scribes and Pharisees added their own 
traditions in Christ's time, making the word of no effect. Only in this way may their obedience 
be kept.

Verse 3. Consider what they have seen in God's dealing with the idol worshipers of 
Baal-peor: the people of Israel had been enticed by the daughters of Moab and Midian, by 
Balaam's advice. These men that went after the women were enticed by them to join in the 
worship of Baal-peor the idol: 24,000 people were destroyed by God. They had witnessed this:
thus a serious warning.

Verse 4. Those that had remained faithful unto the Lord their God, are alive unto this 
day. None have died since the above recorded event.

Verse 5. Moses had faithfully delivered the Lord's commandments to them: they are 
also to follow all of them in the land of Canaan when they possess it.

Verse 6. Keep them and do them: all observing nations will take notice of their wisdom 
and understanding.

Verse 7. The question: what other nation was happy, peaceful, and had a set of laws. Or 
who has God so near to them. The Israelites would call upon their God, so near to them, to be 
a help and assistance at any time of day or night. Who also communicated with them, to 
direct, guide, and give help at any time necessary for their best outcome.

Verse 8. Where else is there a nation that have so righteous statutes and judgments. As 
the Lord set before them this day.

Verse 9. Be careful to watch yourself to be diligent in all these things so that you don't 
forget what they have seen – the laws, and the judgments against those that broke them. They 
must not depart from their heart as long as they live. They must also teach them to their 
children early on and until they are grown up, so that they won't depart from them.

Verse 10. Moses wanted them to remember the giving of the Law at Mt. Sinai. The men 
of this generation would have been under 20 at that time, and many would have been able 
witness and remember: the fire, smoke, lightning, thunder, the trumpet.

And Moses was told by the Lord to call all the people together, to the foot of the mount 
– The Lord had spoken the 10 commands aloud – in an articulate voice so all could hear. The 
message – they must learn to fear their Lord God all the days they are alive on the earth. 
Thereby they must obey and teach their children.

Verse 11. When they had come to the mountain, they had watched the fire that burned 
atop the mount, up into the midst of heavenly clouds of darkness, very thick, thick smoke as 
well – with violent movement like a tempest.

Verse 12. The Lord came down on Mt. Sinai in a cloud, thick darkness and a fire – a 
voice spoke the words – only a voice – no chance for idolatry.
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Verse 13. he declared His covenant: the ten commandments (Exodus 22:1-17) written 
on 2 Tablets of Stone.

Verse 14. At that time the Lord commanded Moses to teach them statutes and 
judgments, ceremonial and judicial. All to be done in the Promised Land of Canaan.

Verse 15. All these laws would steer them clear from all ideas and temptations 
concerning idolatry. The Lord speaking in the midst of the fire had no form or likeness they 
could make to worship it.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 4:16-28.

16 lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female,
17 the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flieth 
in the air,
18 the likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in 
the waters beneath the earth:
19 and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the 
moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and 
serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.
20 But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out 
of Egypt, to be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day.
21 Furthermore the LORD was angry with me for your sakes, and sware that I should not 
go over Jordan, and that I should not go in unto that good land, which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance:
22 but I must die in this land, I must not go over Jordan: but ye shall go over, and possess 
that good land.
23 Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he 
made with you, and make you a graven image, or the likeness of any thing, which the LORD 
thy God hath forbidden thee.
24 For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
25 ¶ When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall have remained 
long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of any
thing, and shall do evil in the sight of the LORD thy God, to provoke him to anger;
26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish 
from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days 
upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed.
27 And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number 
among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you.
28 And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither 
see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 4:16-28.

Verse 16. They must not corrupt themselves, and become abominable to God by making
a graven image, to represent any figure – likeness of male or female (Heathen deities – Greek 
and Roman Mythologies, Egyptian deities).

Verse 17. Or of any animal, beast – no likeness of any that are on the earth (ox, sheep, 
goat and others were worshiped by various peoples.
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Also any fowl that flies in the air – hawk – one called Ibis, eagles, were worshiped 
representing their deities.

Verse 18. The likeness of creeping creatures – serpents crawling on the ground (in the 
dust. Almost all Heathens did with serpents – as Satan deceived Adam and Eve. The likeness 
of any fish or swimming animal: crocodile, hippo.

Verse 19. And if you should lift up your eyes to the skies and marvel at the stars, the sun
and moon, don't even consider worshiping as if they weren't the creation of God. They were 
created to benefit all nations at different seasons and times – none present in one place at all 
times. Deities were necessarily to be all of the time the same.

Verse 20. The Lord has taken them out of a furnace like one used to soften metals, to 
purify their as gold and silver – as He brought them out of Egypt. Thus was the cruelty and 
hardships the Israelites were put through: (the families of affliction). The Lord did this to 
make them into a people of His inheritance – they were to inherit Canaan and all His 
blessings as His chosen people.

Verse 21. The Lord was angry with Moses for their sakes – and swore that he will not go
over Jordan with them. It was given only to them and their children.

Verse 22. Moses must die in Moab, on a mountain in it. He died in Nebo and was 
buried in its valley. He had earnestly asked to be allowed to go over but his request was 
denied. They will go over and possess – he firmly assures them – as the Lord promised, and so
faithfully bring it to pass.

Verse 23. But they must watch over themselves closely (since Moses wouldn't be with 
them much longer) and be careful to not postpone or forget their covenant with their Lord.

They must never make any image, statue, or likeness or anything – all forbidden by 
God: of man or woman, any earthly beast; fowl of the air or fish of the sea.

Verse 24. The Lord their God is a consuming fire to His enemies – those who break His 
commandments. Especially idolaters – who deny His being, honor and glory. Giving these to 
another: fabricated and dreamed up to represent created things as if they had powers over 
nature (the cosmos, earthly forces and nature).

Verse 25. By the time they had children, and those children also had children, they will 
have been in the land a very long time. Now they were in their infancy, just to begin going into
the land. The first stage was the time of the judges. The time of the kings (David and Solomon)
in their manhood; then into their decline, when they will do evil in the sight of the Lord, 
corrupted themselves, made graven images, the sin of idolatry, to provoke His anger.

Verse 26. Moses calls heaven and earth to witness against them this day – should they 
be guilty of any such sin. To do so they will soon utterly perish from the land they are 
preparing to go over Jordan to possess. This later happened when 10 tribes were captured out 
of it by the Assyrians – under king Shalmaneser; the 2 tribes by the Babylonians - under 
Nebuchadnezzar – for both idolatry and other crimes.

Verse 27. The Lord will scatter them among the nations. They will be few in number 
among the heathens.
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Verse 28. They will be forced to serve idols there – gods made by men out of wood and 
stone – considered more brutish than worshiping the sun, moon and stars.

These idols neither see, hear, eat, or smell – they, lifeless, and senseless – too stupid to 
worship.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 4:29-40.

29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek 
him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter
days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice;
31 (for the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee,
nor forget the covenant of thy fathers, which he sware unto them.
32 ¶ For ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee, since the day that God 
created man upon the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the other, whether 
there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?
33 Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast 
heard, and live?
34 Or hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by 
temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched 
out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in Egypt 
before your eyes?
35 Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is 
none else beside him.
36 Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee: and upon 
earth he showed thee his great fire; and thou heardest his words out of the midst of the fire.
37 And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and brought
thee out in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt;
38 to drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou art, to bring thee 
in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as it is this day.
39 Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the LORD he is God in 
heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is none else.
40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee 
this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 4:29-40.

Verse 29. If they will, from now forward, seek the Lord, by sincere prayer, asking for 
forgiveness and help them out of their affliction and distress, they will find Him. Their God 
hears and answers prayer. They must seek Him with all their hearts, and all their souls.

Verse 30. When they have tribulation in a foreign land and all these things come upon 
them – even in the latter days, they must turn to the Lord their God, and be obedient unto His
voice.

Verse 31. Their God is merciful – He will not forsake them, or wipe them out. He won't 
break the covenant of their ancestors, as He swore to them.

Verse 32. To learn more they are to find and consult the historic records of former 
times - they include God's creation of man upon the earth; the annals from all over the world 
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– one side of heaven to the other. See if there has been such a thing seen or even been heard 
like it – what follows.

Verse 33. The people heard the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire. They 
had heard this and were still alive.

Verse 34. Has God anytime or anyplace, chosen a nation from the middle of another 
nation (Israel out of Egypt). It included temptations, signs, wonders, and war. Temptations 
included trials. Signs as Moses did before the pharaoh and before the Israelites. To terrorize 
the Egyptians, and to encourage Israel.

Verse 35. All these things to show them that the Lord was their God – and there was no 
one else like Him.

Verse 36. He made the Israelites hear His voice out of heaven to instruct them. He 
showed them fire upon earth upon Sinai – they heard His words come out the middle of the 
fire (the 10 commandments).

Verse 37. Because He loved the first fathers of the Israelites (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob). 
Their seed was chosen above all people on the earth, with His Name. He had brought them 
out of Egypt by His mighty power - leading them in the pillar of cloud, and of fire.

Verse 38. He also drove out nations from before them – who were mightier than they 
were – the Amorites, Sihon and Og. The Israelites were given their land to possess and inherit.

Verse 39. They are to know and acknowledge this present situation – in their hearts – 
an enduring truth: the Lord is God in heaven and also upon the earth beneath – which He 
created and possesses – all are His. There is none else no other god anywhere.

Verse 40. For all these reasons the Israelites to must therefore keep His statutes and 
commandments. This will bring them blessings, and with their children after them, and 
prolong their days on the earth.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 4:41-49.

The Cities of Refuge East of the Jordan
41 ¶ Then Moses severed three cities on this side Jordan toward the sunrising;
42 that the slayer might flee thither, which should kill his neighbor unawares, and hated 
him not in times past; and that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live:
43 namely, Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, of the Reubenites; and Ramoth in
Gil'e-ad, of the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, of the Manas'sites.

Moses Recounts Israel's Law
44 ¶ And this is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel:
45 these are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which Moses spake unto
the children of Israel, after they came forth out of Egypt,
46 on this side Jordan, in the valley over against Beth–pe'or, in the land of Sihon king of 
the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of Israel smote, after they
were come forth out of Egypt:
47 and they possessed his land, and the land of Og king of Bashan, two kings of the 
Amorites, which were on this side Jordan toward the sunrising;
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48 from Aro'er, which is by the bank of the river Arnon, even unto mount Sion, which is 
Hermon,
49 and all the plain on this side Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the plain, under the 
springs of Pisgah.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 4:41-49.

Verse 41. Moses set these cities apart to be cities of refuge, as commanded by God on 
the eastern side of Jordan.

Verse 42. The accidental slayer of his neighbor, who had no intent to kill him, never 
having hate in the past, could flee to one of these cities and stay alive – in peace and safety 
unto his death, or of the high priest. Of the priest, he would be released and could return to his
former home, family, and possessions.

Verse 43. The first: Bezer, in the Moab plains (wilderness) allotted to the Reubenites; 
second: Ramoth in Gilead of the Gadites; the third: Golan in Bashan.

Verse 44. This is the law Moses set before the children of Israel: the 10 Commandments
repeated in the following chapter. He makes observations on the manner of delivery to them 
and urges obedience to them.

Verse 45. The testimonies, statutes, and judgments. First delivered to them in the 3rd 
month after they had come out of Egypt. It was now 40 years after that date – in the plains of 
Moab.

Verse 46. On the east side of Jordan in the valley near Beth-peor, the land formerly of 
Sihon, king of the Amorites who dwelt in Heshbon, now possessed by the Israelites.

Verse 47. They also possessed the land of Og, king of Bashan. Both on the east of 
Jordan (toward the sun-rising): where Moses and the Israelites now were.

Verse 48. From Aroer (city of Moab) by the bank of the Arnon, on Moab's border – to 
Mt. Sihon (Hermon): in the north to the south – the lands of the two kings conquered by the 
Israelites.

Verse 49. And all the plain on the east side of Jordan and eastward – even to the Salt 
Sea, that rose from Mt. Pisgah.
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Lesson V

Deuteronomy chapter 5.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 5:1-21.

The Ten Commandments
1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 
judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep and do them.
2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.
3 The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of 
us here alive this day.
4 The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire,
5 (I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to show you the word of the LORD: 
for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount,) saying,
6 ¶ I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house 
of bondage.
7 ¶ Thou shalt have none other gods before me.
8 ¶ Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth:
9 thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me,
10 and showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.
11 ¶ Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
12 ¶ Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.
13 Six days thou shalt labor, and do all thy work:
14 but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine
ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy 
manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.
15 And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy 
God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the 
LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.
16 ¶ Honor thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that 
thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee.
17 ¶ Thou shalt not kill.
18 ¶ Neither shalt thou commit adultery.
19 ¶ Neither shalt thou steal.
20 ¶ Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor.
21 ¶ Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbor's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbor's 
house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is 
thy neighbor's.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 5:1-21. A short preface – 10 commandments.

Verse 1. Moses called together the heads of the tribes, elders of the people; he is going 
to tell them the statutes and the judgments – they are to learn and keep them, and do them.
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Verse 2. God had made a covenant with them at Mt. Horeb.

Verse 3. This covenant was not with their fathers, only, but with all those still alive this 
day. Many had been present at Sinai – though under 20, that could remember the 
circumstances.

Verse 4. The Lord had talked to them face to face out of the midst of the fire, directly, 
personally.

Verse 5. Moses had spoken to them at that time, the rest of the laws – ceremonial and 
judicial. This was because of their fear of the fire, fear of going up into the mount – to be 
devoured by the fire – bounds were set around the mount – not to be crossed.

Verses 6-11. Before the Commandments – the preface: I am the Lord your God. Then 
the 10 Commandments (as in Exodus 20). A little variations and few additions as noted in 
verses 12-21.

Verses 12,13. They are to set apart the Sabbath as a day of rest – for holy and religious 
exercises.

Verse 14. The cattle of Exodus 20:10, are added the details of ox and donkey, nor cattle,
camels. Also added their servants – man or woman, all are to rest on the sabbath.

Verse 15. They are called upon to remember their time in Egypt as servants – even 
bond-servants – that their God had brought them out in a mighty way – they did nothing 
themselves to bring this to happen. It was the mercy and kindness of their God and His 
Almighty power. They were under great obligations to obey any and all commands and 
institutions He pronounces upon them – particularly the holiness of the sabbath day.

Verse 16. Honor their father and mother as commanded by the Lord – first 
commandment with a promise: long life, that things will go well with them; in the Promised 
Land of Canaan.

Verses 17-20. Thou shalt not kill – the rest joining with the "and" (differing from 
Exodus 20).

Verse 21. Neither desire thy neighbor's wife, his house, and "his field" as added with all 
his other property – not to be desired or coveted in an unlawful manner – not lust after any 
thing that is another man's.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 5:22-33.

The People's Fear
22 ¶ These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of 
the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice; and he added no more. And
he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.
23 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, (for the 
mountain did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, 
and your elders;
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24 and ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath showed us his glory and his greatness, and
we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God doth talk 
with man, and he liveth.
25 Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear the 
voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die.
26 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God speaking out of 
the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?
27 Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say; and speak thou unto us all 
that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do it.
28 ¶ And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the LORD 
said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto 
thee: they have well said all that they have spoken.
29 Oh that there were such a heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my 
commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever!
30 Go say to them, Get you into your tents again.
31 But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and I will speak unto thee all the 
commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which thou shalt teach them, that they 
may do them in the land which I give them to possess it.
32 Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.
33 Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye 
may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land 
which ye shall possess.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 5:22-33.

Verse 22. Those words were spoken so loudly and audibly by the Lord Himself, from 
Mt. Sinai, that the entire congregation of the Israelites heard them: out of the midst of the fire,
the cloud, the thick darkness. With a great voice He delivered the 10 Commandments – then 
ceased. He wrote them on two tables of stone (to endure as the law was to endure). They were 
given to Moses to deliver to the people – so they could not forget them and must take care to 
keep them.

Verse 23. When they heard the voice coming out of the thick cloud of fiery smoke, the 
mountain appeared to be on fire. All the heads and leaders – of tribe and elders paid fearful 
attention.

Verse 24. They had said that the Lord their God had shown them His greatness and 
glory – the fire from the black cloud, the thunders and lightning – and they had heard His 
voice "out of the midst of the fire". God had talked with man – and we still are alive.

Verse 25. They did fear the return of such a great fire – that a second exposure would 
surely kill them. Their fear was so great that they entreated Moses that they never hear the 
voice of the Lord again – that the fire, its flames would reach them and that they couldn't 
escape them.

Verse 26. For who has ever been able to claim to have heard the voice of the living God?
As they have: speaking out of the midst of the fire – and lived.
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Verse 27. They requested that Moses must go near to the Mt. To hear all the rest of 
what God may say – then come to them and pronounce all the words that the Lord speaks 
unto him – they will be ready to not only hear it, but to do it.

Verse 28. The Lord let Moses know that He had heard all the words they had spoken to 
him, and was well-pleased – the reverence and awe of Divine Majesty, and wanting to have a 
mediator between God and them: this "they have well said all that they have spoken." 
Especially to hearken and obey.

Verse 29. Oh, if only humans all had such a heart, that would in their nature truly fear 
God – and keep all His commandments, always, it would be good for them, and with their 
children, forever.

Verse 30. Moses is now to go to them and direct them to their tents – to their wives and
children.

Verse 31. Moses is not to go to his tent, but stay with the Lord, as the Lord will tell him 
of all laws: moral, ceremonial, and judicial: as in a church state. He will then pass them on to 
the men – he shall teach them, that they may obey and put them into practice – and especially
in the Promised Land of Canaan, the Lord's pure gift.

Verse 32. Moses emphasizes their observation of all that their Lord has commanded 
them – matter, and manner. They are obligated by the Lord gift of a good land to possess. 
They are to stay focused straight ahead – to turn neither to the left or to the right: to walk in 
the commandments of the Lord.

Verse 33. Walk in all the ways of the Lord. None avoided or watered down – so their 
lives can stay together comfortably. This will be especially needed in Canaan – to possess and 
reap its benefits – and its limits.

And thus their days will be prolonged in that land which they will possess.
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Lesson VI

Deuteronomy chapter 6.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 6:1-9.

The Great Commandment
1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD 
your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess
it:
2 that thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of 
thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.
3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye 
may increase mightily, as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that 
floweth with milk and honey.
4 ¶ Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
5 and thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might.
6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
7 and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up.
8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes.
9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 6:1-9.

Verse 1. Moses proceeds on his exhortation to the Israelites. Not the 10, but all others. 
The Lord their God commanded Moses to teach them, for them to do in the promised land. To
imprint upon their minds and memories, a deep sense of duty. They were to diligently and 
carefully perform; this will help them hold their possession of it.

Verse 2. They are to have the greatest respect of the Lord (fear). They have been taught 
of His greatness of Being, His nature and thinking, how He is to be worshiped. A reverential 
affection for their God, as children to their God and Father. To keep all His statutes and 
commandments as Moses has instructed them in the authority of His God.

They are directed to every man, his children, generation to generation. The father 
teaches his children and that they keep them all the days of his life In this way his days will be 
prolonged.

Verse 3. Be attentive – hear them, and then work at obeying them all Israel – that they 
increase in wealth and in number. The Lord God of their fathers promised them this: in the 
land of milk and honey.

Verse 4. They must listen to prevent them from going aside into polytheism and 
idolatry. Their Lord God is one – Jehovah – in nature and essence, eternal, immutable, 
omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite creator.
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Verse 5. Thou shall love the Lord thy God – first and chief commandment in the law. 
Faith and trust in His particular relation to His own people.

This is to be done with all their heart, soul, and might: all the affections of the heart, 
sincerity of the soul, strength of all they have, and all they are.

Verse 6. The Commands are to be retained in heart, mind, memory and will: to hearken
and observe.

Verse 7. They must also diligently teach all these things to their children – as soon as 
they are capable to understand. And they are to love God, know Him, and serve and worship 
Him. This must be done by adequate diligence, repetition, as to sharpen them as you would a 
knife. So they must be sharp in the knowledge and understanding in all these things.

This is to be done at home, at meals, or leisure, or any other opportunity. And when 
they journey, or in a garden or nature. At the time of bed or of getting up from the bed. All 
moments can be improved by instruction of children.

Verse 8. And on anything used to tie on a hand to call to mind something he wants to 
especially remember (such as a small scroll or parchment. Or written on the left hand. On 
phylacteries (small black boxes) with scriptures inside (scroll or parchment) on the forehead 
or arms.

Verse 9. Write upon the posts of the house – to be seen as you go in and out. As 
parchment rolled up and put in a cane, fastened at house entrances, posts, and gates as well. 
To at least touch the parchment and kiss it. (Jewish tradition.)

Scripture. Deuteronomy 6:10-25.

Warnings against Disobedience
10 ¶ And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which 
he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly 
cities, which thou buildedst not,
11 and houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou 
diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten 
and be full;
12 then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage.
13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.
14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;
15 (for the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you;) lest the anger of the LORD thy 
God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.
16 ¶ Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.
17 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his 
testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.
18 And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD; that it may be 
well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware 
unto thy fathers,
19 to cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken.
20 ¶ And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, 
and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you?
21 then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand:
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22 and the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, 
and upon all his household, before our eyes:
23 and he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which 
he sware unto our fathers.
24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for 
our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.
25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before 
the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 6:10-25.

Verse 10. The Lord brings them into the Promised Land of Canaan, promised to give to 
their ancestors: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, only out of His favor and kindness. A land with 
goodly cities they haven't built – strong walls, well fortified, which they will take over and live 
in – no longer in tents or booths as in the past 40 years.

Verse 11. Also houses full of things appropriate to live in – ready for them: as well, 
fruits of the land: corn, oil, wine. Wells that they hadn't dug. Vineyards and olive trees they 
didn't plant. When they eat there, they fill themselves with ease.

Verse 12. They are not to be so engaged in all these blessings and forget the Lord Who 
prepared, and provided for them. Remember He brought them out of the bondage they were 
in, in Egypt. They had obligations to Him: to obey, worship, and glorify Him.

Verse 13. They were to seriously remember His power, and righteousness: a reverential 
affection, for all He had done for them. They were to swear by His Name if they were to give 
testimony in any controversy.

Verse 14. They shall not go after any other false deities – idols, serve or worship them, 
or swear by them: indeed they are not gods – only so named – having no real existence, 
possessions, or powers at all in the world. They are of no value and must not be looked up to, 
worshiped or anything else: this even though people round about Canaan (and the Canaanites 
themselves) worship such falsehood as idols (statutes etc., as the Egyptians had).

Verse 15. Their God is a jealous God of His honor and glory before them: in their 
tabernacle of worship. He expected and demanded this. If they went against Him, especially 
toward idolatry, His wrath would be greatly aroused against them – even to the extent of 
destroying them "from off the face of the earth."

Verse 16. They must not tempt their God – no murmuring, complaining, or demanding 
or requiring signs or miracles. As at Massah (Exodus 17:7).

Verse 17. They must be diligent to keep their Lord and God's commandments: 
testimonies, statutes. He had commanded them to obey.

Verse 18. They are to live by them: doing only what is good and right in the Lord's sight.
If so obeyed, it will be well with them. Only in this way will they successfully go in and possess 
the land which their Lord had sworn to give unto their fathers. If not, they, as their own 
fathers were not allowed to do – whose carcasses dropped in the wilderness over the recent 
past, 40 years, so would theirs.

340

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 19. The Lord had promised to drive out of Canaan, all of their enemies, so they 
could come in and settle in these people's former country – this the Lord has often spoken: 
Genesis 15:18-20; 22:17; Exodus 23:28.

Verse 20. And when their children want to know about all the testimonies, statutes, and
judgments, which will be in force in Canaan – they need to explain to them what all of each 
category means (various rites, sacrifices, customs, observances on the calendar: passover, 
pentecost, tabernacles, and other religious observances as well). All that were commanded by 
the Lord their God.

Verse 21. As father to son, begin with the situation in Egypt, where they were all 
bondmen of Pharaoh. How the Lord brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand – His 
supernatural power – the Pharaoh and all his might could not withstand.

Verse 22. There were miraculous signs and wonders, great and sore. Power over nature 
(10 plagues), all upon Pharaoh and his house, and the whole land; and the Israelites also 
witnessed. There were some still alive with them that were there.

Verse 23. The Lord brought the Israelites out so that He could bring them into this 
land, as promised to their fathers (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob).

Verse 24. The Lord commanded all these things to do to show gratitude for all great 
favors and the ultimate purpose of all these things the Lord desired for their own good – 
temporal, spiritual and eternal – thus the best path of all the people is to highly respect (fear) 
the Lord. Thus the Lord had preserved the Israelites through all the events and years, until the
present time.

Verse 25. This is their righteousness – to observe all these commandments before the 
Lord – that He has called upon them to do: thought, word, or deed, with all his heart, mind, 
and soul.

Thus was Christ needed – only He could actually, perfectly do all these commands of 
God.

End!
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Lesson VII

Deuteronomy chapter 7

Scripture. Deuteronomy 7:1-11.

Israel Warned of the Idolatry of Canaan
1 When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, 
and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Gir'gashites, and the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Per'izzites, and the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites, seven 
nations greater and mightier than thou;
2 and when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and
utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor show mercy unto them:
3 neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his 
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.
4 For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so 
will the anger of the LORD be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.
5 But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars, and break down their 
images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire.

A Holy People to the LORD
6 ¶ For thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself, people that are upon the face of the earth.
7 The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in 
number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people:
8 but because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had 
sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
9 Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand 
generations;
10 and repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to 
him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face.
11 Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, 
which I command thee this day, to do them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 7:1-11.

Verse 1. The Lord will be in charge of bringing them into the next land: He will cast out 
the following list of nations. Canaan the name of the father, the rest of his sons – a total of 7. 
Greater and stronger than the Israelites and a greater number also.

Verse 2. The Lord will deliver them to the Israelites; they are then to utterly destroy 
them – even their children (they were all guilty) of capital crimes (idolatry, incest, murders, 
etc.) No agreements with them, or mercy.

Verse 3. No marriages with them (unless proselytes). They must not give their daughter
to one of their sons, or take one of their daughters to his own son (of any other nation).
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Verse 4. The danger – they will then turn the Israelite away from the worship of God to 
some idol. This will anger the Lord suddenly and forcefully – to the point of His destroying 
the guilty suddenly.

Verse 5. They are to deal with these heathen inhabitants – destroy the places of 
worship: altar, their images, idols, any statues, pillars, and sacred groves, temples. Burn their 
graven images with fire.

Verse 6. They are to be a holy people unto the Lord their God. He chose them to be a 
special people, unto Himself, above all people upon the face of the earth. Special service and 
worship, privileges, benefits, civil and religious – to enjoy communion with God, here and 
hereafter. To serve and glorify now and forever.

Verse 7. The Lord had loved them, and therefore chose them. Also not because they 
were more in population than any other people, for they were the fewest of all people (than 
the Egyptians and Canaanites). God had chosen them from everlasting, the people from whom
Christ would come. They were still a small flock, also by nature sinners (children of wrath) as 
all others, and the poor of the world.

Verse 8. The Lord loved them by His Own choice only – His own good will and pleasure
– He was keeping the oath He had sworn to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He had brought them
out of the bondage of Egypt with great power – specifically from the hand of Pharaoh who 
refused to let them go, and also went after them, to his death.

Verse 9. By all these things you must realize in true belief that He is the one and only 
true God. All others are false, imagined - without life or power – not worth any time, 
adoration, or anything else. God is faithful – He keeps the covenant and has mercy on them 
still. Condition: them that love Him and keep His commandments – to a thousand 
generations.

Verse 10. He will deal directly with those that hate Him: "face to face"; He will repay 
them with their destruction. Openly, in public. They cannot resist (as those in Sodom). He 
won't let them get by – if they defy – hate Him – He will quickly and openly bring it upon 
them.

Verse 11. Therefore the Israelites shall keep all the commandments, statutes, and 
judgment (laws of the people): judicial, moral, ceremonial. Promises of rewards and 
threatening of punishment. In the name of the Lord, on this day they are commanded to do 
them – a new declaration to the new generation – to focus their minds and wills and hearts, to
do them.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 7:12-26.

The Blessings of Obedience
12 ¶ Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep and do 
them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware
unto thy fathers:
13 and he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy
womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, 
and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee.
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14 Thou shalt be blessed above all people: there shall not be male or female barren among 
you, or among your cattle.
15 And the LORD will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of the evil 
diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them upon all them that hate 
thee.
16 And thou shalt consume all the people which the LORD thy God shall deliver thee; 
thine eye shall have no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve their gods; for that will be a 
snare unto thee.
17 ¶ If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are more than I; how can I dispossess 
them?
18 Thou shalt not be afraid of them: but shalt well remember what the LORD thy God did 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt;
19 the great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the 
mighty hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the LORD thy God brought thee out: so 
shall the LORD thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid.
20 Moreover the LORD thy God will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, 
and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed.
21 Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: for the LORD thy God is among you, a mighty 
God and terrible.
22 And the LORD thy God will put out those nations before thee by little and little: thou 
mayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee.
23 But the LORD thy God shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a 
mighty destruction, until they be destroyed.
24 And he shall deliver their kings into thine hand, and thou shalt destroy their name from
under heaven: there shall no man be able to stand before thee, until thou have destroyed 
them.
25 The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver 
or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it is an 
abomination to the LORD thy God.
26 Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing 
like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 7:12-26.

Verse 12. Wherefore it will come to pass: if they listen to and also obey these 
judgments, then the Lord their God will keep the covenant with them that was sworn to their 
fathers – in grace and mercy, to bring them into the promised land and continue them in it.

Verse 13. His love, you may rest in and He will continue to bless and multiply thee 
(offspring). He will bless the fruit of the womb, and the crops of their land: corn, grapes, 
olives, and the animals, cows, ox, sheep; in the land of promise.

Verse 15. Sickness will be taken away from them; and none of those that were in Egypt 
will they be faced with. But they will be layed upon those that hate the Israelites (all of them).

Verse 16. All the inhabitants of Canaan they are to consume. God will deliver them to 
the Israelites. Men, women, and children are not to be spared - they must have any pity on 
them, even when they are right in front of them, "before their eyes". The Israelites must not be
drawn to serve their idols – so-called gods. It will be a strong temptation – and bring them 
ruin and destruction.
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Verse 17. Beware of having secret thoughts in their hearts, fears, and doubts, that these 
nations are more powerful than Israel and they won't be up to take over their land.

Verse 18. They must not be afraid of them, their strength or numbers. Just remember 
all those things that the Lord their God had done in Egypt against Pharaoh and all of Egypt. 
The Lord's power is still the same. He could just as powerfully deal with the Canaanites.

Verse 19. Just think of the might, signs, and wonders of His Almighty power and 
stretched-out arm in Egypt. These instances are proof - so shall their God do to all the people 
they are afraid of.

Verse 20. In addition, their God will send hornets (twice as large as wasps – bold and 
venomous upon these people). So many shall be destroyed that those left alive will hide from 
the Israelites, until they are destroyed. The Lord can even use insects to destroy nations.

Verse 21. So, don't be afraid of these people, even some that may be larger than the 
Israelites – the Lord their God will be with them – He is mighty to save His people, terrible to 
their enemies.

Verse 22. Little by little their God will put out these nations, but not all at once. That 
would produce such an overabundance of dead bodies all over the land that the wild, 
carnivorous beasts of the wild would increase to be very troublesome and distressing and 
dangerous to the Israelites.

Verse 23. The Lord will deliver them to the Israelites little by little, until after a time, 
they will have been destroyed by their God.

Verse 24. The Lord will deliver their (31) kings into the hands of the Israelites. Their 
names will the Israelites destroy from under heaven – not to be remembered or mentioned 
again. No man will be left to stand up before the Israelites, until all have been destroyed (the 
kings and their nations).

Verse 25. Their graven images, statues, large or small, idols – all shall be destroyed, 
burned with fire. They must not even save the gold or silver on the idols, or decorations on 
them, or plates of gold or silver that covered the larger ones, small chains etc. They must not 
take any of these for themselves. They will be a snare, a strong temptation: always remember 
it is an abomination to the Lord thy God. Even the taking the gold for another use – still an 
abomination.

Verse 26. Neither shall they bring any abomination into their dwellings – they put 
themselves into the danger of being as accursed as the thing itself. You must truly hate it 
because it is a cursed thing. To have anything to do with it is the way to deserve a curse, and 
bring everlasting ruin and destruction.
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Lesson VIII

Deuteronomy chapter 8.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 8:1-9.

A Good Land to Be Possessed
1 All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye 
may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your 
fathers.
2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, 
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which 
thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth 
man live.
4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years.
5 Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD 
thy God chasteneth thee.
6 Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his 
ways, and to fear him.
7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills;
8 a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil 
olive, and honey;
9 a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in 
it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 8:1-9.

Verse 1. These are repeated over and over to put it in their minds – to emphasize it and 
show the importance and necessity of their obedience. The benefits were immeasurable – they
will live and multiply and go in and possess the land the Lord promised to their fathers.

Verse 2. They will also remember the Lord's care of them over these last 40 years in the 
wilderness. God had led them and directed their way; He had blessed them with favors and 
mercies, provisions, delivered them from enemies. Also the afflictions and chastisements – all 
to keep them humble, to prove them, to know what was in their heart – whether they would 
keep the commandments or not.

Verse 3. He had humbled them with hunger, and then showed His grace and mercy in 
providing manna – a food not before known or seen. A lesson: man does not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. This was to be continued 
in the land of promise they were about to enter. And so also Jesus spoke of Himself as the 
True Bread of Life.

Verse 4. Also their time in the wilderness did not wear their clothes out (waxed not old 
upon them). Also their feet didn't become callous (or hardened) because of such frequent 
traveling over rough country. What they wore on their feet didn't wear out. All were protected 
by the power and Grace of God.

346

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Verse 5. They should frequently think about, consider in their hearts – that they stand 
in the same relationship with God as a man and his son. So, it should be happy, honorable, 
and loving. And also as a man corrects his son's mistakes and punishes him for them, as the 
Lord rules over men for their own benefit and very best life. So should they be understood and
accepted – knowing and remembering from whom they came, in what manner, and for what 
purpose. Thus should their behavior be guided, accepting their responsibility and obey the 
commandments of their Heavenly Father, God Almighty.

Verse 6. Therefore they must keep the Lord's commandments even as He has continued
to deal with them so bountifully, providing their needs, showing compassion, for their good.

Verse 7. Their God is bringing them into a good land, with plenty of flowing waters: 
brooks, fountains, rivers, depths, that spring out of hills and valleys, wells and lakes.

Verse 8. A land of numerous crops: wheat and barley that produced even more than 
they needed, which led them to sell their surplus to other countries. Also fig trees, 
pomegranates, grapes, live trees, and honey, made out of palm trees (their fruit).

Verse 9. There will be no scarceness of bread. They will always have plenty of food – no 
worries about it. There were stones where iron could have been mined out. There were also 
deposits of brass that could be dug out of earth in Canaan. All these things add to the good 
land which the Lord had given them. Full meals every single day.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 8:10-20.

10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the good
land which he hath given thee.

Warning against Forgetting the LORD
11 ¶ Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, 
and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day:
12 lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
13 and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, 
and all that thou hast is multiplied;
14 then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee 
forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;
15 who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, 
and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of 
the rock of flint;
16 who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might 
humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;
17 and thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth.
18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.
19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, 
and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.
20 As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because 
ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 8:10-20.

Verse 10. When we have eaten a full meal, we should thank the Lord our God – for He 
provided it. This is asking for a blessing upon it. This will be experienced in the good land he 
has given them, every day.

Verse 11. Be very careful and keep watch that you don't ever forget thy Lord. To have 
plenty induces a forgetfulness of God. That leads quickly to not keeping His laws, statutes and 
judgments, which Moses has reminded them this very day: a repetition afresh.

Verse 12. This to prevent the daily possibility of being full and thus forgetful. Even 
when they build themselves "goodly houses" and are dwelling therein – will they forget the 40 
years of moving about, dwelling in tents in the wilderness.

Verse 13. And when their herds and flocks are greater in number, having goodly 
pastures, and having more gold and silver (by commerce), and they have multiplied their 
number of children, servants, and substance.

Verse 14. Then their hearts will be lifted up in selfish pride. In effect, forgetting where 
all these good things truly come from: the Lord thy God. Remember your past, in Egyptian 
bondage, from which the Lord brought you forth, out of, unto a land full of god things.

Verse 15. Who brought them through that great and terrible wilderness of Paran, 
terrible and large – dry rocks and mountains (barren) 11 days journey. Wherein were fiery 
serpents and scorpions and no water (which Paran means).

And who brought them water out of flint rock (at Horeb and Kadesh).

Verse 16. This Lord fed them manna in the wilderness all the 40 years. Their fathers did
not know what it was when they first saw it. It was provided to humble them – being 
completely dependent on God for their daily bread. A test also, to see if they would continue to
trust and be thankful unto God or not. So would be their coming into the promised land their 
Lord was going to bring them into, in abounding with all good things.

Verse 17. Or will this cause their pride to be lifted up, and in their hearts – they don't 
need their Lord: that their own strength and power and their own hands had gotten all this 
wealth.

Verse 18. They must remember the source is always the Lord. God had done all this 
good for them and to them. He has the might to give them the power to get wealth. He makes 
the way for these blessings. When it is enjoyed it must always be gratefully acknowledged as 
God's blessing.

So was His covenant with their fathers that He swore to fulfill, as was now about to 
come to pass in the land of Canaan.

Verse 19. But if they forget their Lord as source of all their blessing, and go after other 
"gods" and serve them and worship them – such forgetfulness and conscious choice: they will 
be dealt with – they shall surely perish (by whatever means: the sword, pestilence, calamities, 
or another). Any, so favored by God, thus have dishonored and shown the baseless 
ingratitude, and total selfishness.
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Verse 20. Consider the nations that the Lord destroyed before their eyes, so will they 
perish as well.

They must be guilty of the same vile sins as these nations: which they will be if they 
refuse to be obedient to the voice of the Lord their God – the Word of God – whose voice they 
were to obey.

End.
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Lesson IX

Deuteronomy chapter 9.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 9:1-6.

The LORD Will Destroy the Nations of Canaan
1 Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations greater
and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced up to heaven,
2 a people great and tall, the children of the An'akim, whom thou knowest, and of whom 
thou hast heard say, Who can stand before the children of Anak!
3 Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before 
thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face:
so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee.
4 ¶ Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath cast them out from 
before thee, saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess this land: 
but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from before thee.
5 Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess 
their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy God doth drive them out 
from before thee, and that he may perform the word which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Israel's Rebellion at Horeb
6 ¶ Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to 
possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 9:1-6.

Verse 1. The Israelites are again called together to hear what they must remember 
before they pass over Jordan, the importance of God's glory, and of their own duty. They are 
shortly to pass over Jordan (in about 2 months from this time) and go in to possess mightier 
nations than themselves: cities great and with very high (to heaven) walls, as had been 
described by their own spies.

Verse 2. The people were unusually tall and bulky in size. The spies had called 
themselves grasshoppers in comparison. These were children of the Anakims, descended from
Anak, who the spies had seen. They had heard people say: who can stand before them?

Verse 3. But, this day, understand for their encouragement, that their Lord and God 
will go over before they do, as a consuming fire. His pillar of cloud and fire would lead them 
and would guide them, and protect and defend them, and as a consuming fire destroy their 
enemies. Even before their eyes. No matter their number or size.

The greater part of their number were destroyed and driven out to make adequate 
room for the Israelites: it was not quickly. The whole land being slowly so subdued would take
7 years (little by little – Deuteronomy 7:22).

Verse 4. They are to never give way to vain imagination, after the Lord has cast these 
out before their eyes, that their own righteousness and goodness, a natural human conceit. 
No, the real reason was the wickedness of these heathen nations: idolatry, incest, and other 
quite notorious crimes; they were why the Lord drove them out, "from before thee".
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Verse 5. Not for the Israelites' righteousness (outward conformity to the law, or the 
inner sincerity of their hearts), are they to go on to possess these heathens' lands. It was for 
their wickedness that the Lord dealt severely with them. The present tense (doth drive) is used
since the Lord was not yet finished.

It was also to fulfill His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, not their 
righteousness. It was always and forever God's purpose to be carried out, not a reward for 
their "goodness".

Verse 6. Again, understand and never forget – not for their righteousness or merit 
(works). Humans are ignorant of their state of sinful and vile nature. They are stubborn, stiff-
necked people. Several reasons are given in the following verses.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 9:7-21.

7 Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the LORD thy God to wrath in the 
wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto 
this place, ye have been rebellious against the LORD.
8 Also in Horeb ye provoked the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD was angry with you to
have destroyed you.
9 When I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the 
covenant which the LORD made with you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty 
nights; I neither did eat bread nor drink water:
10 and the LORD delivered unto me two tables of stone written with the finger of God; and
on them was written according to all the words which the LORD spake with you in the mount, 
out of the midst of the fire, in the day of the assembly.
11 And it came to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the LORD gave me 
the two tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant.
12 And the LORD said unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly from hence; for thy people 
which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt have corrupted themselves; they are quickly 
turned aside out of the way which I commanded them; they have made them a molten image.
13 ¶ Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it
is a stiffnecked people:
14 let me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under heaven: and 
I will make of thee a nation mightier and greater than they.
15 So I turned and came down from the mount, and the mount burned with fire: and the 
two tables of the covenant were in my two hands.
16 And I looked, and, behold, ye had sinned against the LORD your God, and had made 
you a molten calf: ye had turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had 
commanded you.
17 And I took the two tables, and cast them out of my two hands, and brake them before 
your eyes.
18 And I fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty nights: I did 
neither eat bread nor drink water, because of all your sins which ye sinned, in doing wickedly 
in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.
19 For I was afraid Heb. 12.21 of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith the LORD was 
wroth against you to destroy you. But the LORD hearkened unto me at that time also.
20 And the LORD was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for 
Aaron also the same time.
21 And I took your sin, the calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, and stamped it, 
and ground it very small, even until it was as small as dust: and I cast the dust thereof into the 
brook that descended out of the mount.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 9:7-21.

Verse 7. They are to remember and not forget, their provoking the Lord to wrath in the 
wilderness. They did this after only being in it 3 days, murmuring for water at Marah. Then 
for bread, and water again: before Horeb and Sinai.

From the day they left Egypt, even until where they are now, they have been rebelling 
against the Lord. These statements were made by Moses, one person who had thoroughly 
known and been an eyewitness to all these things.

Verse 8. Also in Horeb, they had provoked the Lord – making the golden calf and 
worshiping it. The Lord had been angry enough to even destroy them.

Verse 9. Moses was in the mount, receiving the tablets of stone of the Law – the 
covenant made with them. He had even been there 40 days and nights – not eating bread or 
drinking water. This one cause of their falling into idolatry – their not knowing what had 
become of him.

Verse 10. God had made and delivered to him the 2 tablets of stone. These were the 
same words that the Lord had spoken to them in the mount (out of the midst of the fire).

Verse 11. At the end of the 40 days, the Lord gave Moses the two tablets of stone (the 
same day the calf was made).

Verse 12. The Lord knew this was happening in the Israelites' camp. So Moses was told 
to quickly go down there, because the people that he brought out of Egypt had corrupted 
themselves (Moses' people that he brought out of Egypt). They had turned quickly out of the 
way of the commands of the Lord (6 weeks before) – having made a molten calf to worship.

Verse 13. The Lord again observes, and describes this people as stiff-necked. Stubborn, 
unwilling to submit and obey His commandments.

Verse 14. Again the Lord expresses his anger to the point of destroying this people – 
blot out their name from under heaven. He will make a nation from the family of Moses. They 
would be mightier and greater than the Israelites had been.

Verse 15. Moses had turned and came down from the mount as the Lord told him to. 
The mount still burned with fire (showing the Lord's remaining presence there). This did not 
deter the Israelites from their idolatry. One tablet was in each of Moses' hands.

Verse 16. When he got down to the camp, he clearly saw that they truly had sinned 
against the Lord their God. It was such a gross sin – stupid, as denying all of the Lord's great 
works for their welfare. There it was: a golden calf – with them dancing around it. Their 
turning aside was shocking, it happened so quickly.

Verse 17. Moses had taken the two tablets and thrown them down from his two hands 
and broke them before their eyes – to show that they had, by their actions, broken the 
commandments, they had disobeyed them.

Verse 18. he had fallen on the ground before the Lord, in prayer for their having sinned 
– this only after the idol had been destroyed.
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Verse 19. He was afraid of the hot, angry displeasure which showed the Lord's wrath 
against them. He fasted and prayed on this people's behalf. The Lord did listen to him as He 
had done before.

Verse 20. The Lord's anger was also kindled against Aaron – to the point of destroying 
him. He had so readily done what the people requested – making a calf for them, and his 
devious lying to excuse himself. Moses had to pray for the Lord to pardon him, not destroy 
him. This succeeded.

Verse 21. Moses had taken the calf they had made to worship – burned it up and 
stamped it into the dirt, and ground it into dust (very small). The dust was poured into the 
stream that came down from the mount, and made the Israelites to drink it. All this done 
before Moses prayed for Aaron and the people.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 9:22-29.

22 ¶ And at Tab'erah, and at Massah, and at Kib'roth–hatta'avah, ye provoked the LORD 
to wrath.
23 Likewise when the LORD sent you from Ka'desh–barne'a, saying, Go up and possess 
the land which I have given you; then ye rebelled against the commandment of the LORD 
your God, and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his voice.
24 Ye have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.
25 ¶ Thus I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights, as I fell down at the 
first; because the LORD had said he would destroy you.
26 I prayed therefore unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and 
thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which thou hast brought 
forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand.
27 Remember thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto the stubbornness of 
this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin:
28 lest the land whence thou broughtest us out say, Because the LORD was not able to 
bring them into the land which he promised them, and because he hated them, he hath 
brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.
29 Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty 
power and by thy stretched out arm.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 9:22-29.

Verse 22. At three different places, they had provoked the Lord for various complaints 
– lack of water, the constant journeying, and so forth.

Verse 23. And especially at Kadesh-barnea – where they had the previous order to go 
up and possess the land, which the Lord had given them. But from there they desired the spies
to search it out first. After their report, when they were encouraged to still go up and possess 
it, they refused to go up – rebellion against the Lord – they didn't believe Him. They would 
not listen to His voice they were afraid.

Verse 24. They had been rebellious from His first dealings with them, especially from 
the time He brought them into the wilderness.

Verse 25. When the Lord had said He would destroy them Moses fell down in prayer for
their lives. See Exodus 11.
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Verse 26. He prayed to not destroy his inheritance in these people, who He had 
redeemed out of Egypt with His mighty hand – plagues and their first born.

Verse 27. Calls upon the Lord to remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, His servants, 
and the covenant He made with them; and promises. He pleads to the Lord not to focus on 
their sins – stubborn, self-willed, stiff-necked, sinful, and now, even in idolatry.

Verse 28. Moses now focuses on the glory of God and His honor. He had not brought 
them out of the plentiful land of Egypt to destroy them in the wilderness. He had freed them 
from bondage and took care of them, made provisions for them in the wilderness – showing 
His love for them.

Verse 29. They are still His people, His inheritance, though they had truly sinned 
against Him. The Lord had shown forth His almighty power. And considering the total 
weakness of the Israelites compared to the strength of Egypt. The Lord's bringing them out 
was through a never before seen series of miraculous events: plagues, the angel of death 
taking their first-born, the parting of the Red Sea – and its coming back together, destroying 
Pharaoh and his army.
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Lesson X

Deuteronomy chapter 10.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 10:1-11.

The Second Tables of Stone
1 At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, 
and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood.
2 And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, 
and thou shalt put them in the ark.
3 And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first, 
and went up into the mount, having the two tables in mine hand.
4 And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten commandments, 
which the LORD spake unto you in the mount, out of the midst of the fire, in the day of the 
assembly: and the LORD gave them unto me.
5 And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark 
which I had made; and there they be, as the LORD commanded me.
6 ¶ And the children of Israel took their journey from Beer'oth of the children of Ja'akan 
to Mose'ra: there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and Ele-a'zar his son ministered in the 
priest's office in his stead.
7 From thence they journeyed unto Gudgo'dah; and from Gudgo'dah to Jot'bath, a land 
of rivers of waters.
8 At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this 
day.
9 Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren; the LORD is his 
inheritance, according as the LORD thy God promised him.
10 ¶ And I stayed in the mount, according to the first time, forty days and forty nights; and
the LORD hearkened unto me at that time also, and the LORD would not destroy thee.
11 And the LORD said unto me, Arise, take thy journey before the people, that they may 
go in and possess the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give unto them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 10:1-11.

Verse 1. At the end of the 40 days the Lord said unto Moses, he is to cast two stone 
tablets like the first two. He is to come up into the mount with them. He was to have an ark of 
wood made to carry two stones.

Verse 2. The Lord will write the words as in the first commandments, which Moses had 
broken. The words would be exactly the same as on the first: directly from God. They shall be 
put in the ark.

Verse 3. The ark was made by Bezaleel, following Moses' orders, of shittim-wood. He 
also ordered the two stone tablets to be made of marble. This ark would be put in the holy of 
holies, Moses then went into the mount with the tablets.

Verse 4. The tablets were written on, as the first: the 10 commandments, the same as 
the Lord has spoken out of the midst of the fire in the day all the people were assembled at the
bottom of the mount. The Lord gave the tablets when written upon to Moses.
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Verse 5. He came down from the mount – having put the tablets in the ark. There they 
remain – even 38 years after they were first placed there.

Verse 6. The Israelites took this journey from Beeroth to Mosera where Aaron died and 
was buried. He died on Mt. Hor-Mosera was the desert of Mt. Hor (Numbers 20:23,28). 
Eleazar his son, took over the role of high priest in his place.

Verse 7. The Israelites left Mt. Hor and journeyed several places: from Gudgodah to 
Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters.

Verse 8. The Levites were separated – responsible to carry the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord. They also ministered unto the priests, in the tabernacle – to keep and guard it as 
well. They were to sing praises and give thanks unto the Lord.

Verse 9. Thus the Levites have no part or inheritance with the other Israelites (his 
brothers) in this land. The Lord was and is still their inheritance, God had promised him. 
They would be supported by tithes, given to the Lord for this purpose.

Verse 10. Moses stayed in the Mt. 40 days as before (days and nights). The Lord 
listened to his pleas on behalf of the people – and the Lord would not destroy them.

Verse 11. The Lord had been pleased with Moses in his coming and pleading with Him 
not to destroy them because of their idolatry. He forgave them, and ordered Moses to go 
before them and lead them towards the Promised Land – the land they are to go in and 
possess, as promised to their fathers. Only their rebellion and murmurings had prevented this
from happening after their first departure from Sinai.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 10:12-22.

What God Requires
12 ¶ And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD 
thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul,
13 to keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this 
day for thy good?
14 Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, the earth also, 
with all that therein is.
15 Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after 
them, even you above all people, as it is this day.
16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.
17 For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a 
terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:
18 he doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in 
giving him food and raiment.
19 Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
20 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, 
and swear by his name.
21 He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee these great and terrible 
things, which thine eyes have seen.
22 Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and now the LORD 
thy God hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 10:12-22.

Verse 12. What does their God require of all the Israelites: to fear the Lord their God. 
He forgave their sins, and the renewal of the promise made to their fathers' of the Promised 
Land. For His grace and mercy. They are to serve Him with all their hearts, and with all their 
souls. To walk in all His ways.

Verse 13. To keep all His commandments, statutes and so forth. All for their good – 
especially now, concerning their entrance into Canaan and continuance therein.

Verse 14. The heavens were made by their God and possessed by Him, and the third 
heaven (heaven of heavens), the seat of Divine Majesty, habitation of angels and glorified 
saints. Also behold the earth also and all that is therein – they are His, His creation.

Verse 15. Only the Lord delighted in their fathers: He loved them. He showed unique 
kindness, and promises unto them. As He also chose their seed after them, even to this day, 
above all people. To them He gave His laws, tabernacle, and His worship. As no other people 
or nation on earth.

Verse 16. As the circumcision of their flesh, so were their hearts to be circumcised, as to
remove all things disagreeable unto the Lord: carnality, sensuality, hypocrisy, and 
naughtiness. To stir them up to be well-pleasing in His sight. And be no more stiff-necked as 
before.

Verse 17. The Lord their God is the only real Creator God: above all He created: They 
are all under Him. Also and all humans, no matter how high they uplift themselves (as kings 
and queens) or those who claim superpowers etc.

Verse 18. He looks out for the fatherless and widows, who have none to help them. He 
looks out for the stranger, giving him food and clothing.

Verse 19. We are to also love the stranger – for the Israelites were strangers in Egypt. 
Remember and show strangers what treatment they would have liked in Egypt, and consider 
the providence of God toward them during that time.

Verse 20. They shall fear their God. Him they shall serve. To Him they must hang on to 
with all their might. Take an oath only in His Name – neither rashly or of trivial things.

Verse 21. He deserves all their praise: for His works and blessings. Thus for the 
Israelites has He done great and miraculous things – which their eyes have seen. To the 
Egyptians at the Red Sea. And sustained the Israelites throughout their 40 years in the 
wilderness.

Verse 22. Their fathers went down into Egypt – a total of 70 persons. Now their 
numbers have so increased, by God's blessings, they now can be compared to the stars of 
heaven – uncountable!

End
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Lesson XI

Deuteronomy chapter 11.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 11:1-11.

The Greatness of the LORD
1 Therefore thou shalt love the LORD thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, and 
his judgments, and his commandments, alway.
2 And know ye this day: for I speak not with your children which have not known, and 
which have not seen the chastisement of the LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty hand, 
and his stretched out arm,
3 and his miracles, and his acts, which he did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the 
king of Egypt, and unto all his land;
4 and what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses, and to their chariots; how 
he made the water of the Red sea to overflow them as they pursued after you, and how the 
LORD hath destroyed them unto this day;
5 and what he did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into this place;
6 and what he did unto Dathan and Abi'ram, the sons of Eli'ab, the son of Reuben: how 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households, and their tents, 
and all the substance that was in their possession, in the midst of all Israel:
7 but your eyes have seen all the great acts of the LORD which he did.

The Blessings of the Promised Land
8 ¶ Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments which I command you this day, that ye
may be strong, and go in and possess the land, whither ye go to possess it;
9 and that ye may prolong your days in the land, which the LORD sware unto your 
fathers to give unto them and to their seed, a land that floweth with milk and honey.
10 For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from 
whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden 
of herbs:
11 but the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh 
water of the rain of heaven:

Commentary on Deuteronomy 11:1-11.

Verse 1. They must love the Lord their God: both because of His mighty power and 
greatness, and also because of all the good and great things He has done for them, so many, 
one after another. They must trust and obey all the things He has called upon them to follow, 
always: commandments, judgments and statutes. All the days of their lives.

Verse 2. They must take very special notice this day – Moses is not speaking to their 
children, for they have not known or seen the chastisement that their God has brought upon 
their parents – who had "perfect" knowledge and experience of it. And also the mighty 
miracles of power as to be recalled below.

Verse 3. All the acts He did within Egypt – 10 plagues, affecting Pharaoh and all his 
land.
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Verse 4. What He did to the Pharaoh and his army at the Red Sea – where the Sea came
together and destroyed them all as they were in pursuit of Israel. So that all the 40 years in the
wilderness, the Egyptians were never able to come against the Israelites.

Verse 5. As important to remember, all their time in the wilderness, the chastisements 
and corrections upon them for their murmuring, rebellious, uncleanness, even idolatry.

Verse 6. And what He did when the descendants of Reuben (Dathan and Abiram) with 
Korah and his group quarreled with Moses and Aaron about the priesthood. Then the earth 
opened up like a mouth and swallowed them up (numbers 16:30-33), their tents and 
households. Also all their belongings, whatever was "at their feet". This was done in the 
middle of their camp – in public.

Verse 7. Because they have been eye-witnesses to all of their Lord's great acts – they 
should certainly learn and act as follows.

Verse 8. They shall keep the commandments that Moses will restate this day. These are 
all for their best benefits: health, strong in mind. Necessary preparation to go to possess the 
land of Canaan. To obey their Lord would also push aside any fears of the enemy.

Verse 9. To do so will prolong their days in the land: to continue to obey their God. He 
had promised their fathers with an oath – a certain and perpetual promise. The land flowing 
with milk and honey.

Verse 10. They must hold in their minds the dramatic differences from the land of 
Egypt – from where they came out. There the water of the Nile when it flooded each year, 
provided the water to their crops. But the water had to be brought from the river by whatever 
means were necessary and available – by hand, by diverting into channels dug – directed and 
redirected by their feet in their fields with crops.

Verse 11. The land of Canaan was completely different – a land of hills and valleys. Rain
from heaven watered the land: not demanding all the human labor as in Egypt. The Lord their
God was in charge of the rain – therefore the Israelites, would need to keep the laws of their 
Lord, always for their best outcome.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 11:12-21.

12 a land which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy God are always 
upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.
13 ¶ And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul,
14 that I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and the latter 
rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.
15 And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou mayest eat and be full.
16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve 
other gods, and worship them;
17 and then the LORD's wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that 
there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the 
good land which the LORD giveth you.
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18 ¶ Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind 
them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.
19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
20 And thou shalt write them upon the doorposts of thine house, and upon thy gates:
21 that your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the land which the 
LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 11:12-21.

Verse 12. The Lord cared for this land in a very special way – for His own residence, 
with His people and their worship. He would make it fruitful and pleasant. His eyes are upon 
it all the year – seed time and harvest; all for the good of the people therein.

Verse 13. If they will listen and follow, diligently. His commands, laws: to love and 
serve Him with all heart and soul: it shall come to pass.

Verse 14. The rain will be given in his due season: the first and the latter rain. First in 
October, quickly after seed time, the latter about March, a little before harvest, to ripen and 
plump, the corn for a better yield and more as well. They will have plenty of corn, wine, and 
oil.

Verse 15. It will also cause the grass in their fields for their cattle to be plentiful. All 
together will allow them not only to eat, but also be full.

Verse 16. But watch for yourselves – do not be deceived by the beliefs of the nearby 
heathens that their so-called heavenly gods control the fruitfulness of the earth (the moon and
stars). Do not be turned aside from their and the only true God – to such images (imaginary 
gods) and worship them. They have no reality, power, or ability to bless or help.

Verse 17. To do so will kindle the Lord's wrath against them. Nothing else would be 
more provoking to Him – to shut up the heavens and prevent the rain, which will stop the 
land from being fruitful, and then they will perish from off the good land which the Lord had 
given them.

Verse 18. These words, they must keep in their minds and hearts, and souls: bind them 
for a sign on their hand, as frontlets between your eyes.

Verses 19-20. Teach them to your children many times, and put on the gates and 
doorposts of your house.

Verse 21. This will bring long lives, and longer lives to their children as well. All in the 
prosperous land the Lord had promised their fathers. Their days would be like heaven on 
earth.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 11:22-32.

22 For if ye shall diligently keep all these commandments which I command you, to do 
them, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave unto him;
23 then will the LORD drive out all these nations from before you, and ye shall possess 
greater nations and mightier than yourselves.
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24 Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the 
wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphra'tes, even unto the uttermost sea 
shall your coast be.
25 There shall no man be able to stand before you: for the LORD your God shall lay the 
fear of you and the dread of you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath said 
unto you.
26 ¶ Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse;
27 a blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you
this day:
28 and a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn 
aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not 
known.
29 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land 
whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Ger'izim, and the
curse upon mount Ebal.
30 Are they not on the other side Jordan, by the way where the sun goeth down, in the 
land of the Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign over against Gilgal, beside the plains of 
Moreh?
31 For ye shall pass over Jordan to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God 
giveth you, and ye shall possess it, and dwell therein.
32 And ye shall observe to do all the statutes and judgments which I set before you this 
day.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 11:22-32.

Verse 22. Again, absolutely necessary for you to keep and obey the commandments, to 
walk in all His ways, hold on to Him with selfless love.

Verse 23. Then the Lord will drive out all these 7 nations, little by little, though they are
greater and mightier. This will be the Lord's work not only your own.

Verse 24. Every place the soles of their feet tread upon in Canaan, only in Canaan. The 
borders start at the north of the wilderness of Paran where Kadesh is, where the spies were 
sent from; then the northern border was the mountains of Lebanon. The eastern border was 
the Euphrates River (as in the days of Solomon). The western border was the Mediterranean 
Sea (the hinder sea if facing east).

Verse 25. There shall not be a single man (not matter how big or tall) able to stand in 
front of you. Their God would send the fear of them on all the land they shall walk upon. They 
will hear of all the things the Lord has done for them, starting in Egypt, and in the wilderness. 
These have been promised to them (prophesied to them at the Red Sea – Exodus 15:14-16).

Verse 26. Pay close attention: before you this day is the choice: a blessing and a curse! 
Consider: you will choose to obey or be cursed!

Verse 27. The blessing is if you obey your God's demands. That includes your health, 
strength, your families, flocks, in town and country. All commands which have been repeated 
this day in the Name of the Lord.
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Verse 28. The curse, if they will not obey the demands of their God: accursed in every 
part of their lives as listed in verse 27. Especially if they go after other so-called gods, which 
they have not known.

Verse 29. When the Lord had brought them into the land to possess it, they are to 
pronounce their rights upon two mountains – Gerizim – where they will stand between it and 
Ebal. They will bless Mt. Gerizim, then turn and curse Mt. Ebal. This is later carried out in 
Joshua 8:33,34.

Verse 30. The two mountains were west of the Jordan, inhabited by Canaanites – near 
Shechem. Mt. Gerizim was nearby with fountains and orchards, but Ebal was mostly rocks 
and stones.

Verse 31. They will go over Jordan, to pass in to possess the land their Lord gives them. 
They will possess and make their homes there, and stay in safety as long as they obeyed their 
Lord.

Verse 32. They shall be sure to observe to do all the laws (statutes and judgments): 
obey, practice to remain safely in the land of Canaan.
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Lesson XII

Deuteronomy chapter 12.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 12:1-14.

Only One Place of Worship
1 These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do in the land, which 
the LORD God of thy fathers giveth thee to possess it, all the days that ye live upon the earth.
2 Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein the nations which ye shall possess served
their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree:
3 and ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their groves with 
fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and destroy the names of them 
out of that place.
4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your God.
5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put 
his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:
6 and thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and 
heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of 
your herds and of your flocks:
7 and there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put 
your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.
8 Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man whatsoever is 
right in his own eyes.
9 For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God 
giveth you.
10 But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the LORD your God giveth 
you to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye 
dwell in safety;
11 then there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to 
dwell there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your burnt offerings, and your 
sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye 
vow unto the LORD:
12 and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God, ye, and your sons, and your daughters, 
and your menservants, and your maidservants, and the Levite that is within your gates; 
forasmuch as he hath no part nor inheritance with you.
13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in every place that thou 
seest:
14 but in the place which the LORD shall choose in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer 
thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 12:1-12.

Verse 1. The following are the laws they must obey in the land the Lord God of their 
fathers is giving them to possess. They are to do so every single day they are alive!

Verse 2. They must completely destroy all the places the nations they will conquer and 
possess, where they served their false gods: temples, and the high places they set apart to 
worship (mountains and high hills – nearer the heavens). Also every green tree – solitary and 
shady (which they considered their gods delighted in (different trees to different gods and 
goddesses): oak to Jupiter; myrtle to Venus etc.
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Verse 3. Their altars were to be thrown down (which were of stone). To keep the 
Israelites from being tempted to use them. No remains of idolatry were to be left to the land. 
Their pillars or statues also broken to pieces, and the groves planted around their temples 
were to be burned down, where their idols were placed, and where the people committed lewd
abominable acts as rites of worship. Also any wooden statues were to be cut down. Their 
names were to be destroyed – never spoken. Change the place names and destroy everything 
that could lead them to being mentioned.

Verse 4. The Israelites must not sacrifice to their Lord on any hills, mountains, or 
under green trees.

Verse 5. They must only worship, and make sacrifices unto their God where He chooses
for His worship to take place – to place His Name there. Where the tabernacle will be set, then
the Temple in Jerusalem. Thither thou shalt come.

Verse 6. This place you shall bring your offerings and sacrifices, heave-offerings (first-
fruits), vows and free will offerings.

Verse 7. There the priests and Levites will eat their portions of tithes and peace-
offerings. They will rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto. And all your households. 
Wherein their Lord God has blessed them.

Verse 8. In the wilderness they could not so regularly do all these things of worship. 
This may have been the cause for every man choosing to do whatsoever seemed right in his 
own eyes. This would be different in Canaan – one place would be to worship and strictly obey
their God.

Verse 9. The rest in the land of Canaan is typical of the inheritance, a gift of God, as the 
heaven all believers inherit, now born again unto it through Christ and God's grace, kept and 
reserved for it. Canaan is the Israelites' inheritance, which their God giveth them.

Verse 10. But when they go over Jordan, to dwell in the land their God gives them, He 
also giveth them rest form all their enemies, round about them (as in the time of David), and 
they will dwell in safety.

Verse 11. This will be a place where the Lord will put His Name, and His own dwelling 
place, where He would be worshiped. The people will bring all their offerings and sacrifices, 
tithes and vows, there.

Verse 12. The place will be a permanent temple, where they shall rejoice, and so with 
their children, and their servants, and also the Levite within their gates, since they have no 
inheritance with them.

Verse 13. They must not offer their burnt offerings in any other places they see, which 
they think pleasant.

Verse 14. The Lord will choose the place where they will do their offerings, and 
everything else the Lord will command them to do (sanctuary services).
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 12:15-25.

15 ¶ Notwithstanding, thou mayest kill and eat flesh in all thy gates, whatsoever thy soul 
lusteth after, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee: the 
unclean and the clean may eat thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the hart.
16 Only ye shall not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as water.
17 Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, 
or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy 
freewill offerings, or heave offering of thine hand:
18 but thou must eat them before the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD thy God
shall choose, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, 
and the Levite that is within thy gates: and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God in all 
that thou puttest thine hands unto.
19 Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon the 
earth.
20 ¶ When the LORD thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath promised thee, and thou
shalt say, I will eat flesh, because thy soul longeth to eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, 
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.
21 If the place which the LORD thy God hath chosen to put his name there be too far from 
thee, then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which the LORD hath given thee, as I 
have commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth after.
22 Even as the roebuck and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt eat them: the unclean and the 
clean shall eat of them alike.
23 Only be sure that thou eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and thou mayest not 
eat the life with the flesh.
24 Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it upon the earth as water.
25 Thou shalt not eat it; that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, 
when thou shalt do that which is right in the sight of the LORD.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 12:15:-25.

Verse 15. The Israelites were allowed to kill and eat cattle (the flesh), in the houses and 
where they lived. While in the wilderness they were obliged to bring them to the tabernacle 
and kill them there. Whatever they wanted to eat (not anything forbidden_ they were allowed 
to eat, what the Lord had allowed them to procure, they could, according to their abilities they
were allowed to eat. All in their families could eat – clean and unclean, even those who 
labored under "ceremonial uncleanness" as who touch any blood (including menstrues) – of 
the same food as all the others present. The roebuck and the hart as well as oxen, sheep, rams,
goats.

Verse 16. All manner of blood must not be eaten: fowl or animal. It must be poured out 
on the ground to be soaked up so it cannot be gathered up again for any use.

Verse 17. The tithe of the corn, wine, and oil: every three years they were to keep it 
within their gates and eat them with their families. The other 2 years they were to take it up 
and carry it to the Lord's chosen place or to sell it for money and purchase what they wanted 
to eat (their household and guests before the Lord – Deuteronomy 14:22-24).

They were not to eat the firstlings of their flock (males) – they belonged to the Lord – 
so to the priest. Also not any of their free will offerings, or the heave-offerings. All these they 
brought freely to the Lord.
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Verse 18. These offerings must be eaten as before the Lord in the place designated by 
their God: before the sanctuary, where He dwelt. The entire family, including servants, and 
Levites within their gates. They must celebrate, cheerfully, rejoice altogether, expressing 
thankfulness to God for His blessing their labor.

Verse 19. Be certain not to forget to give the Levite his tithe. It is for his maintenance – 
as long as you are alive on earth.

Verse 20. When in Canaan, in greater possession of that fertile land than in the 
wilderness, the Lord had promised, and their desire to eat flesh was even greater, and the 
supply was greater, the Lord will allow them to do so.

Verse 21. If the place in Canaan where wild animals roamed was (too far from thee), 
then they could kill animals from their own herds or flocks, within their gates.

Verse 22. The hart and roebuck were plentiful in those areas and commonly eaten. So 
also calves, lambs were eaten. All acceptable to clean and unclean people alike to eat. 
Ceremonially unclean – work in unclean jobs.

Verse 23. The blood must not be eaten, period, for the life is in the blood. The flesh 
must be cleaned and drained before it was consumed.

Verse 24. Again: thou shalt not eat it. It must be poured out upon the earth like water. 
As in verse 16.

Verse 25. That the adults and their posterity may stay well and prosper, they must 
always do what is right in the eyes of their Lord: this command and all others.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 12:26-32.

26 Only thy holy things which thou hast, and thy vows, thou shalt take, and go unto the 
place which the LORD shall choose:
27 and thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of the 
LORD thy God: and the blood of thy sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of the LORD 
thy God, and thou shalt eat the flesh.
28 Observe and hear all these words which I command thee, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee for ever, when thou doest that which is good and right in the 
sight of the LORD thy God.

Warning against Idolatry
29 ¶ When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee, whither thou 
goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land;
30 take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be 
destroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these 
nations serve their gods? even so will I do likewise.
31 Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD 
which he hateth have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they 
have burnt in the fire to their gods.
32 ¶ What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 12:26-32.

Verse 26. All the holy things they have (all in verse 17), and their vows they will take to 
the place designated by the Lord.

Verse 27. Their burnt-offerings (flesh and blood) shall be offered on the altar of burnt-
offerings, and the blood of their sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of the Lord (at the 
bottom of it – Leviticus 1, 3, & 4). They shall eat the flesh of the peace offerings, before the 
Lord.

Verse 28. They are to pay careful attention to the following command – that things will 
go well with them and their children, forever. They must always do what is good and right in 
God's sight.

Verse 29. The Lord will cut off the 7 nations that are in Canaan, where they are going in
to possess, and take over and live there, in their land.

Verse 30. Certain things must be watched out for, and be careful not to be tempted, or 
"snared" into doing what these idolaters were doing. After the people are destroyed, they are 
not to be curious about what they left behind – idols and evidence of other major sins of their 
worship and so forth. Do not ever think about doing the same things – great danger to them 
would result.

Verse 31. To worship their Lord in any such manners – never! Abominations the Lord 
hates all the things these idolaters did – including offering their children to be burnt in the 
fire to Saturn (Greek God).

Verse 32. Carefully observe all their Lord commands them, and obey them all. They 
must never add to or take away any word from these commands: the matter and the manner.
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Lesson XIII

Deuteronomy chapter 13.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 13:1-11.

1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a 
wonder,
2 and the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go 
after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;
3 thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for 
the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul.
4 Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, 
and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him.
5 And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath 
spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the 
LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of 
thee.
6 ¶ If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy 
bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and 
serve other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers;
7 namely, of the gods of the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off 
from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth;
8 thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity 
him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him:
9 but thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hand of all the people.
10 And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust 
thee away from the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage.
11 And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this is 
among you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 13:1-11.

Verse 1. Discern a false prophet. If a person comes to them claiming to be sent from 
God, by vision or dream, or foretell the future, or a dreamer of dreams, from the Lord; usually 
to make themselves famous and looked up to – their doctrines agreeable to the pride and 
vanity of human nature; and give what appears to be a sign or wonder for confirmation.

Verse 2. Whether the sign or wonder came to pass as they said it would, by some trick, 
or magic, by the help of the devil. Then they suggest going after other gods and serve them.

Verse 3. They shall not listen to such prophets or dreamers, even with signs and 
wonders (tricks). Knowing always that such things never came from their true God. Nothing 
contrary to His true and revealed will. The Lord their God will test them to know whether they
love the Lord their God with all their heart and soul.
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Verse 4. They must walk according to their Lord's laws, rules; moral and civil conduct, 
and their worship of Him. Fear to offend Him, a reverential affection – the whole duty of 
humans. Obey His voice – His Word. God was as a husband to His people, they are to cleave 
to Him as a wife. Anything else would be to go a-whoring after other gods.

Verse 5. The false prophet and so-called dreamer shall be put to death (killed with a 
sword). They spoke for the purpose of turning the Israelites away from their Lord, or in 
rebellion against Him.

He brought them out from the house of bondage of Egypt. He created, chose, and 
redeemed them. The persuaders were trying to pull them out of the way they were walking in 
the Lord. They are to put the evil man out of their midst by killing him. They must not listen 
to false prophets and their idolatry.

Verse 6. Don't allow the words of any of your closest family members, or other family 
members, or closest friends – secretly try to entice you to go and serve other gods, which none
of their ancestors knew.

Verse 7. These are the gods of the Canaanites as well as those of Moab, Edom, Ammon, 
and Phoenicia, nearby. And those far away from them – of Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and
so forth. To the ends of the earth. The sun, moon, stars, host of heaven were common among 
them all – in their deities of worship.

Verse 8. They are not to listen, or pay any attention, or consent to go along with any 
such person. They are not to pity them, either, no mercy, and no concealment.

Verse 9. They shall see him put to death – but by legal, public means: judged and 
condemned. The one enticed would be the first to throw a stone upon the enticer, "and 
afterward the hand of all the people."

Verse 10. He is to be stoned until his death because of his crime of trying to "thrust him 
away from the Lord His God." His God Who brought him out of the land of bondage, Egypt.

Verse 11. All Israel will hear of this event, and so will fear any such person or enticer, be
on guard against any such talk and stay far from any such wickedness among themselves. All 
such things were directly against their Holy and Loving God and His Glory.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 13:12-18.

12 ¶ If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the LORD thy God hath given thee to 
dwell there, saying,
13 Certain men, the children of Be'li-al, are gone out from among you, and have 
withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which ye have 
not known;
14 then shalt thou inquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be truth, 
and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought among you;
15 thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, 
destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword.
16 And thou shalt gather all the spoil of it into the midst of the street thereof, and shalt 
burn with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof every whit, for the LORD thy God: and it shall 
be a heap for ever; it shall not be built again.
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17 And there shall cleave nought of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the LORD may 
turn from the fierceness of his anger, and show thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee, 
and multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers;
18 when thou shalt hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep all his 
commandments which I command thee this day, to do that which is right in the eyes of the 
LORD thy God.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 13:12-18.

Verse 12. If they hear a report in one of the cities the Lord had given them to dwell in: 
Israelites who have gone over to Belial: thrown off the yoke of God's law; and wicked men who
have gone from them to worship of idols. They now have persuaded the inhabitants of their 
city to withdraw from worshiping the true God and serve other gods.

Verse 14. The Israelites must send responsible men to go and observe search out and 
report their witnessing as the true report on the turning away to the other gods was the 
majority of the whole city or a minor part.

Then two disciples were to be sent to admonish and call them to repent, if they do, all is
well. If not, then, they must get their army ready and go against the city, besiege until the city 
is broken up. The inhabitants are then judged lawfully – by two witnesses against those 
individuals directly accused and guilty of serving idols – they are stoned. The rest of the city is
delivered. If a greater number are then found, and judged guilty, they will be killed by the 
edge of the sword.

All must be based on the truth and evidence is certain that such abomination was 
taking place among them.

Verse 15. The whole nation was to be responsible to smite the inhabitants of such a city 
with the sword, to utterly destroy it, all buildings, houses, walls, and then burning it, with all 
that was in there: men, women, children, cattle with the sword. This dramatically showed the 
Lord's anger and indignation against the capital sin of idolatry. Also to seriously deter all 
people from such abominations.

Verse 16. The spoil of such a city is to be gathered to the middle of the street – the 
valuables, household goods, merchandise of any kind, utensils, and every thing that can be 
named. All the spoil and then the rest of the city itself: all to be burned up completely. This 
was to be done by the Lord's command - which they are to obey; and also for His honor and 
glory. The remains of the city were to remain forever – never to be rebuilt (such as Jericho 
was).

Verse 17. They were to take absolutely nothing, not any little thing, of this cursed city in
their hand. All had been cursed – if taken the curse came upon the person who took it. All 
must be done so that the Lord may turn from His fierce anger (against idolatry) and show 
them mercy, and have compassion upon them, and multiply them as sworn unto their fathers.

Verse 18. They must listen to the voice of the Lord their God! Now and in every 
situation. They must keep His commandments, that Moses repeats to them this day: to do 
that which is right in the eyes of the Lord their God. They are holy, just, and good, by God, and
for them.
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Lesson XIV

Deuteronomy chapter 14.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 14:1-10.

1 Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any 
baldness between your eyes for the dead.
2 For thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to 
be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.

Clean and Unclean Food
3 ¶ Thou shalt not eat any abominable thing.
4 These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat,
5 the hart, and the roebuck, and the fallow deer, and the wild goat, and the pygarg, and 
the wild ox, and the chamois.
6 And every beast that parteth the hoof, and cleaveth the cleft into two claws, and 
cheweth the cud among the beasts, that ye shall eat.
7 Nevertheless these ye shall not eat, of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide 
the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the hare, and the coney: for they chew the cud, but divide 
not the hoof; therefore they are unclean unto you.
8 And the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it is unclean unto 
you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcass.
9 ¶ These ye shall eat, of all that are in the waters: all that have fins and scales shall ye 
eat:
10 and whatsoever hath not fins and scales ye may not eat; it is unclean unto you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 14:1-10.

Verse 1. The Israelites were the adopted children of God. This placed them under the 
obligation to honor and obey the Lord their God, as a father to them. All His care is for their 
best outcome and safety.

They are not to cut themselves for the dead, as some heathens did – the garments were 
torn, and they cut their mouths, cheeks, and breasts. Also some cut their flesh in honor of 
their gods – cutting their names into their flesh, or lashing themselves.

They are not to shave the forepart of their head or their eyebrows, in lamenting the 
dead. The Egyptians did this in their worship of Isis.

Verse 2. They are a holy people, set apart unto the Lord. They are a peculiar, chosen 
people, to be above all other nations on earth. They must follow all of their Lord's rules, sitting
them above the idolatrous, false, and without value practices and beliefs.

Verse 3. They are not to eat any abominable thing – forbidden by the Lord.

Verse 4. The following animals they could eat, lawfully. They were not obligated to eat, 
but were allowed to: the ox, sheep, and goat (which were also only used in sacrifices).

Verse 5. Every kind of deer. Hart were common in Canaan. The wild goat, and others 
listed, also common wild animals available.
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Verses 6,7,8. These 3 verses include the general rules for all animals fit to eat and what 
were not. Rule 1: if they parted the hoof. 2. If they chewed the cud. If they chewed the cud and 
did not part the hoof they could not be eaten: examples: camel, rabbit, coney. If they divided 
the hoof but not chew the cud, as the swine, they couldn't be eaten.

Verses 9,10. Of fish, those that have fins and scales could be eaten – if not, do not eat.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 14:11-21.

11 ¶ Of all clean birds ye shall eat.
12 But these are they of which ye shall not eat: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray,
13 and the glede, and the kite, and the vulture after his kind,
14 and every raven after his kind,
15 and the owl, and the nighthawk, and the cuckoo, and the hawk after his kind,
16 the little owl, and the great owl, and the swan,
17 and the pelican, and the gier-eagle, and the cormorant,
18 and the stork, and the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.
19 And every creeping thing that flieth is unclean unto you: they shall not be eaten.
20 But of all clean fowls ye may eat.
21 ¶ Ye shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it unto the stranger 
that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou art a holy 
people unto the LORD thy God.
¶ Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 14:11-21.

Verse 11. They may eat every clean bird. The unclean ones are listed in the following 
verses.

Clean birds are all those not listed among the unclean, which are greater in number 
than the unclean.

Verse 12. The unclean they shall not eat: the same ones named as in Leviticus 11:13-19. 
A few added: the kite, and the two sorts of vultures, one smaller than the other.

Verses 13-18. And the black vulture and those listed in verses 14-18.

Verse 19. Every creeping thing that flies: flies, wasps, hornets (Leviticus 11:20,23).

Verse 20. Of all clean fowls, they may eat (including locusts).

Verse 21. They may not eat anything that dies on its own. To do so makes an Israelite 
unclean, and requires the rites to make clean, until evening.

On the other hand non-Israelites: strangers, sojourners could be given such fare to eat 
freely, also the proselyte at the gate; or sell to aliens – idolater traveling through Canaan.

The Israelites are a holy people unto their Lord, their God, and must live clean and 
pure in His service.

A kid must not be boiled in its mother's milk. As in Exodus 23:19; 34:26.
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 14:22-29.

The Law of the Tithe
22 ¶ Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by 
year.
23 And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to 
place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of 
thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.
24 And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be
too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the 
LORD thy God hath blessed thee:
25 then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go 
unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:
26 and thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for 
sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat 
there before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,
27 and the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him: for he hath no part 
nor inheritance with thee.
28 ¶ At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same 
year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates:
29 and the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, 
and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be
satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou 
doest.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 14:22-29.

Verse 22. The Israelites were to tithe all the increase of their crops. What the owners 
ate themselves; they were to be faithful and true, each year to always do this tithe. The field to 
be plowed and sewed yearly, with their seed.

Verse 23. It shall be eaten before the Lord at the place designated for that purpose, by 
the Lord, where He places His Name. The tithe of all the fruits of the earth: corn, grapes, 
olives. Also the firstling of their herds and flocks. All this will lead to their learning and 
remembering to always learn and constantly remember to be most seriously respectful and 
obey the Lord their God.

Verse 24. If they live too far from the appointed place to actually carry their tithes to, or
their increases were to great a distance (such as to Jerusalem from some parts of Canaan), 
when their increase in herds or crops was the Lord's blessing.

Verse 25. They are to sell it (turn it into money) so as to carry it in bags in your hands, 
as made fit for a journey. His tithe having been sold for the money – then taken to the place of
the Lord's choosing.

Verse 26. When they arrive at the designated place, they may take the money to buy 
whatever food or drink available to partake of before the Lord (ox, sheep, or other meat; wine 
or stronger drink; or whatever is available). Then they and their household were to rejoice as 
the feast together.
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Verse 27. Since the Levite within their gates had no part in the other Israelites' 
inheritance, the Israelites were responsible to remember him, and take him along to also 
partake in this celebration.

Verse 28. Every third year, the third tithe was to be set apart of their increase – to be 
saved up within their gates (not sold for money).

Verse 29. This was called the poor's tithe: the fatherless, stranger, widow, could take of 
it and eat until satisfied. This brought special blessing to the work of those that faithfully 
provided the fruits of their labor for those in need.
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Lesson XV

Deuteronomy chapter 15.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 15:1-11.

The Year of Release
1 At the end of every seven years thou shalt make a release.
2 And this is the manner of the release: Every creditor that lendeth aught unto his 
neighbor shall release it; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, or of his brother; because it is 
called the LORD's release.
3 Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it again: but that which is thine with thy brother thine 
hand shall release;
4 save when there shall be no poor among you; for the LORD shall greatly bless thee in 
the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it:
5 only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all 
these commandments which I command thee this day.
6 For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto 
many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they 
shall not reign over thee.

Lending to the Poor
7 ¶ If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy gates in thy
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine 
hand from thy poor brother:
8 but thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for 
his need, in that which he wanteth.
9 Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the 
year of release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him 
nought; and he cry unto the LORD against thee, and it be sin unto thee.
10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto 
him: because that for this thing the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all 
that thou puttest thine hand unto.
11 For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 15:1-11.

Verse 1. The Israelites were to make a release at the end of every 7 years of moneys.

Verse 2. The way of release: every creditor that lends money to his neighbor shall 
forgive the debt – forever. Also release his brother from debt (an Israelite). Because it is called
the Lord's release (by God's grace) even as He forgives sins (debts men owe to God).

Verse 3. A foreigner may be demanded to pay again, but not with a brother.

Verse 4. There will be a time when no poor shall be among them, when the poor are 
released from their debts, if all were observed – people would be prevented from falling into a 
distress and poverty – the Lord will bless them in the land the Lord had given them to 
possess, generation to generation.
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Verse 5. It would also be necessary for the Israelites to pay close attention to the word 
of the Lord their God. Those written down by Moses and others, His prophets. Israelites 
would be so blessed and successful to forgive debts, without harming themselves, because of 
God's provisions for them. This did require that they obey and carry out every commandment 
of the Lord that Moses delivered to them this day.

Verse 6. God has been faithful in blessing them, as He had promised. They would be so 
well off that they will lend to other nations, but never borrow from them. They will reign over 
many nations, but not be reigned over by other nations. (As under David and Solomon.). 
Again: on condition of their obedience to their God. If not, they would be ruled over and 
carried into other nations.

Verse 7. If there are brethren among them that are poor, within their gates, they are to 
be soft-hearted and have hands open to help them; they are to be considered as a brother in 
their faith, or a proselyte.

Verse 8. They are to willingly – not harden their heart, or shut their hands, and 
whatever they need they should lend to them – but not "overmuch", only what was sufficient.

Verse 9. Best watch out for your sinful heart (wicked) in the year of release, that you 
feel like not releasing him from debt to you, and not be willing to lend him what he needs.

That will lead them to cry unto the Lord against you – as your sin against them, and 
against the Lord as well.

Verse 10. Be free to give to his needs, and do not be hurt in your heart in doing so. In 
this way of being obedient to thy Lord, so will He bless you in all that you do (all thy works 
and all that you put your hand to do).

Verse 11. If all these rules would be consistently done there would be help for the poor: 
for the "poor shall never cease out of the land". This recognizes that the Israelites would never 
– not constantly and consistently - keep the Lord's commands in these matters.

Again the command – to reinforce the Lord's commandments: they must keep their 
hand wide open to their brothers, the needy, and the poor.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 15:12-23.

The Treatment of Servants
12 ¶ And if thy brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve 
thee six years; then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee.
13 And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou shalt not let him go away empty:
14 thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy 
winepress: of that wherewith the LORD thy God hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto him.
15 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the 
LORD thy God redeemed thee: therefore I command thee this thing today.
16 And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee; because he loveth thee 
and thine house, because he is well with thee;
17 then thou shalt take an awl, and thrust it through his ear unto the door, and he shall be 
thy servant for ever. And also unto thy maidservant thou shalt do likewise.
18 It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou sendest him away free from thee; for he 
hath been worth a double hired servant to thee, in serving thee six years: and the LORD thy 
God shall bless thee in all that thou doest.

376

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

The Consecration of Firstlings
19 ¶ All the firstling males that come of thy herd and of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto 
the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work with the firstling of thy bullock, nor shear the 
firstling of thy sheep.
20 Thou shalt eat it before the LORD thy God year by year in the place which the LORD 
shall choose, thou and thy household.
21 And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any ill blemish, 
thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy God.
22 Thou shalt eat it within thy gates: the unclean and the clean person shall eat it alike, as 
the roebuck, and as the hart.
23 Only thou shalt not eat the blood thereof; thou shalt pour it upon the ground as water.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 15:12-23.

Verse 12. If a brother, an Israelites man or woman is sold unto you, they are 
responsible to serve 6 years. In the seventh year they must be allowed to freely leave.

Verse 13. When they are freed, they must be given more than sustenance to get by for a 
period of time.

Verse 14. He must furnish him liberally – get him set up with honor and respect: with 
sheep from the flock, corn off the floor, wheat or barley, wine out of the wine press!

He is giving from the blessings the Lord his God has blessed him with.

Verse 15. They must recall having been a slave and bondsman in Egypt, under hard 
labor. And the Lord redeemed him. The Lord commands him to do this thing today.

Verse 16. But if he says he wishes to stay (not go away from his master), because he 
loves him and his household:

Verse 17. The master must take an awl, and thrust it through his ear, to the door of the 
law court to make it official and public – then he will be the man's servant for ever (until the 
jubilee – 50th year).

Verse 18. It won't seem hard when the servant is gone. His time with him was as if he 
had two servants for 6 years. And the Lord will bless him in all that he does.

Verse 19. They shall take the first-born male of their herds and flocks and sanctify them
unto the Lord. They shall do no work unto the firstlings, nor shear the firstling of their sheep.

Verse 20. They shall do it year by year before the Lord, in the place the Lord shall 
choose, he and his household.

Verse 21. Any blemish (lame or blind) they must not sacrifice it unto the Lord.

Verse 22. They must eat it within their gates – as common food in their own homes. 
The clean and unclean person could share the meal – this included the wild animals: roebuck 
and hart.

Verse 23. They shall not eat the blood thereof – it must be poured out upon the ground 
like it was water.
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Lesson XVI

Deuteronomy chapter 16.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 16:1-12.

The Three Appointed Feasts
1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the 
month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.
2 Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the 
herd, in the place which the LORD shall choose to place his name there.
3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread 
therewith, even the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: 
that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the 
days of thy life.
4 And there shall be no leavened bread seen with thee in all thy coast seven days; neither 
shall there any thing of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first day at even, remain all night 
until the morning.
5 Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of thy gates, which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee:
6 but at the place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name in, there thou 
shalt sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season that thou 
camest forth out of Egypt.
7 And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which the LORD thy God shall choose: and 
thou shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy tents.
8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the seventh day shall be a solemn 
assembly to the LORD thy God: thou shalt do no work therein.
9 ¶ Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from 
such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.
10 And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a 
freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee:
11 and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, 
and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD 
thy God hath chosen to place his name there.
12 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt observe 
and do these statutes.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 16:1-12.

Verse 1. They are to observe the month of Abib – which came when corn was appearing 
in the ear (our March and part of April). Also called the month of new fruit.

As the month the Israelites were brought out of Egypt by their Lord. After the Passover.

Verse 2. So they are now to celebrate the Passover. On the 14th day on that night, of the
flock and the herd; in the place where the Lord has chosen to place His Name.

Verse 3. Seven days of unleavened bread, with the Passover, and with the other 
sacrifices of the flock and the herd. The bread was to remind them of their affliction in Egypt, 
and coming out in haste. It was also called the bread of affliction – not tasty or easy to digest.
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This will keep them mindful of the day they came out of Egypt all the days of their lives.

Verse 4. Seven days – no leavened bread shall be seen in all their coast. Also no flesh of 
the sacrifice of the first day at evening – shall not be left in the morning.

Verse 5. They may not offer the passover in any place – but the city of Jerusalem (the 
place the Lord chose). There they sacrifice the passover lamb – at evening at sundown. All 
provided by the Lord their God.

Verse 6. Where the Lord chooses to place the ark with the cherubim and mercy seat in 
the Temple Solomon built – the passover lamb shall be sacrificed, at the going down of the 
sun – to be eaten until midnight – at the same time of the Passover in Egypt, when Pharaoh 
gave them permission to go.

Verse 7. They are to roast and eat it. After the feast of unleavened bread, 7 days later, 
they are to go to their homes (tents, later cities).

Verse 8. Six days they must eat unleavened bread. On the 7th a solemn assembly to the 
Lord, no work to be done.

Verse 9. Then 7 weeks are to be numbered from the beginning of the corn harvest (put 
the sickle to the corn). On the 50th day is the feast of first-fruits.

Verse 10. The Feast of Weeks shall be observed unto the Lord their God (Pentecost). It 
must include a free-will offering (details in Leviticus 23:17019). Burnt-offerings (animals), 
drink offerings, sin, and peace offerings. Then a personal contribution in their hand – given 
unto their God, according to how the Lord their God has blessed them..

Verse 11. It must be a joyful feast before the Lord – in thanksgiving for all His favors 
and mercies. All in their families, including servants and Levites living within their gates. Also
strangers, orphans or widows. In the place the Lord has chosen (Jerusalem).

Verse 12. They must never forget having been a bondman in Egypt. This should lead 
them to now be generous. All of the previous statutes must be performed at their proper 
times: the Passover, Pentecost, peace and free-will offerings.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 16:13-22.

13 ¶ Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou hast gathered 
in thy corn and thy wine:
14 and thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy 
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
widow, that are within thy gates.
15 Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which 
the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine increase, and 
in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely rejoice.
16 ¶ Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place 
which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the 
feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:
17 every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which 
he hath given thee.
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The Administration of Justice
18 ¶ Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment.
19 Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift: for a 
gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous.
20 That which is altogether just shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live, and inherit the 
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
21 ¶ Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any trees near unto the altar of the LORD thy 
God, which thou shalt make thee.
22 Neither shalt thou set thee up any image; which the LORD thy God hateth.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 16:13-22.

Verse 13. They shall observe the 7 day feast of tabernacles – the 15th of September. 
After the in-gathering of the corn and grapes. Barley harvest began at the passover, the wheat 
harvest at Pentecost.

Verse 14. They shall rejoice in their feast – in thankful and grateful hearts for the 
goodness that God had bestowed on them. Include all your children, servants, strangers, etc 
(see verse 11).

Verse 15. Seven days – in God's chosen place (Jerusalem) keep the solemn feast. God 
will bless them in all their increase, and all works of their hands. This included their crops, 
and handicraft trades and other occupations. Thereby they will surely rejoice sincerely, with 
heartfelt joy.

Verse 16. Three times all their males were to appear before the Lord at His appointed 
place: the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of weeks, and the feast of tabernacles: passover, 
Pentecost and tabernacles. They shall not appear before the Lord empty handed – of the free- 
will offerings, burnt-offerings, and peace offerings.

Verse 17. Every man shall give according to his ability – and to be generous.

Verse 18. They shall make judges and officers. The officers serve under the judges. The 
judges served in the court, to hear lawsuits. They must be wise and understanding, 
knowledgeable in the law and general knowledge, love truth, of good reputation.

They were to be placed in every city, throughout their tribes. The hearings were usually 
held in the gates of the cities: that courts of judicature were set up. According to the 
population of the city – three judges were the minimum.

They must give just judgment in all cases that come before them.

Verse 19. They shall not act contrary to justice – the judges shall not respect certain 
persons above others; such as a rich man above a poor man. Also they must not accept a gift 
(as a bribe) to change the outcome of a case. A gift can blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert 
the words of the righteous.

Verse 20. Strict justice must be followed, always. Just justice based in truth. Only thus 
can they continue to live and inherit the land given them by their Lord God.

Verse 21. They were not to plant groupings or groves of any trees (as the idolatrous 
Canaanites had so often done). And especially near the altar of their God.
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Verse 22. No images are to be made or set up, graven, or molten (man, beast, fish or 
fowl for an idol). Which their God hated.
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Lesson XVII

Deuteronomy chapter 17.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 17:1-13.

1 Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the LORD thy God any bullock, or sheep, wherein is 
blemish, or any evil-favoredness: for that is an abomination unto the LORD thy God.
2 ¶ If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee, man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of the LORD thy God, in 
transgressing his covenant,
3 and hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, 
or any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded;
4 and it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be 
true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in Israel:
5 then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, which have committed that wicked
thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they
die.
6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be 
put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.
7 The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward 
the hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away from among you.
8 ¶ If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between blood and blood, 
between plea and plea, and between stroke and stroke, being matters of controversy within 
thy gates: then shalt thou arise, and get thee up into the place which the LORD thy God shall 
choose;
9 and thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in 
those days, and inquire; and they shall show thee the sentence of judgment:
10 and thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they of that place which the LORD 
shall choose shall show thee; and thou shalt observe to do according to all that they inform 
thee:
11 according to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee, and according to the 
judgment which they shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not decline from the sentence 
which they shall show thee, to the right hand, nor to the left.
12 And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that 
standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto the judge, even that man shall 
die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel.
13 And all the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more presumptuously.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 17:1-13.

Verse 1. The Israelite shall not sacrifice any sort of animal with any manner of blemish 
or spot – having any ailment or sickness, or disease: that is an abomination to God. As the 
unblemished, sinless Lamb of God, that offered Himself as sacrifice to take away the sins of 
others.

Verse 2. Anyone (man or woman) in their gates that commits any wickedness in 
transgressing His covenants especially the first of the 10 Commandments to do with 
worshiping Him – transgressed by the Israelites committing idol worship (spiritual adultery, 
whoring after other gods).
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Verse 3. If they have gone after other gods: the sun, moon, or any host of heaven: 
bowing down and worshiping them – an abomination unto the Lord.

Verse 4. If it is told to an Israelite, it is to be reported, and looked into: the persons 
brought together, statements taken – evidence and proof: who, what, when, where. If it is 
found to be true that such things are wrought in Israel...

Verse 5. The guilty man or woman shall be brought forward to the gate where the court 
is held: they shall stone that person, man or woman, until they die.

Verse 6. Only by the word of two, or three witnesses will the death penalty be carried 
out. Only spoken evidence is admitted – not written or recorded. But never at the word of only
one witness.

Verse 7. The witnesses shall cast the first stone upon the guilty to put him to death 
(confirmation of their testimony). Afterwards by the hands of all the people, casting stones 
until he was dead. This was to deter – and prevent this evil from spreading.

Verse 8. If a difficult case is brought before a lesser judge – few facts and difficult to 
understand – or something between relatives (blood and blood) or the plaintiff and defendant
have equal assertions of opposing facts, blow for blow and so forth. In such cases it must be 
brought to the main court in Jerusalem (which the Lord chose) where the great court the 
Sanhedrin, where the lesser judges were to bring their case before this court.

Verse 9. The case then brought before the members of the court who were priests of the
tribe of Levi – they shall hear the case out and come up with the proper punishment with the 
entire court in agreement. Then the sentence is shown forth.

Verse 10. The sentence shall be carried out that the court passed on those pronounced 
guilty, the judges of the inferior courts were to return and proceed with the difficult case – to 
put in practice all that they have been told to do.

Verse 11. They were to teach the Law of God – and the sentence of that law – according 
to their judgment that they tell them – they must carry out their pronouncements completely, 
leaving nothing out. Not to vary "to the right hand or the left".

Verse 12. If the judge of the country court presumes to take his own opinion, and 
refuses to listen to the priest of the Levi tribe – or the court – that man shall die, by being 
strangled – as rebellious. This was considered evil, that must be put away from Israel. He 
rebelled against the supreme court of the nation.

Verse 13. All the people of Israel shall hear about what has taken place (especially the 
local judges) so that they will not act presumptuously after this man's example. All the people 
shall hear and fear.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 17:14-20.

Instructions concerning a King
14 ¶ When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt 
possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the 
nations that are about me;
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15 thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: 
one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger 
over thee, which is not thy brother.
16 But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to 
the end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall 
henceforth return no more that way.
17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he
greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.
18 ¶ And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:
19 and it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life; that he may 
learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do 
them:
20 that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the 
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 17:14-20.

Verse 14. When the Israelites come into the land given to them by their God (Canaan) 
they will go in and possess it and live there. At some point they will want to set a king over 
their nation, just like all the other nations around them.

Verse 15. This is the Lord's permission to do so, but it must be only according to the 
Lord's choice. It must and will be only a fellow Israelite (brother), never a stranger, of any 
other nation.

Verse 16. The king must not choose to put his trust in his own personal power by 
acquiring many horses and chariots to become a tyrant over his people (a standing army). He 
must not force the people to go back to Egypt (a well known place of multitudes of horses). 
The Lord has already forbidden the Israelites from ever returning to that place.

Verse 17. The king must not "multiply" wives to himself: this would turn his heart away 
from attending to his duty, his office, care and governing of his people, and from the worship 
of God (consider Solomon). Also he must not focus on becoming extremely wealthy: "multiply 
to himself silver and gold". This would lead him to enslave his people, deny God and His laws.

Verse 18. When the king is settled upon his throne of his kingdom, he shall write his 
own copy of the Laws (the book of Deuteronomy). This would more imprint it on his mind, 
and provide the copy to be with him at all times. The original book was kept by the priests and
Levites.

Verse 19. The copy shall be kept with him and he shall read in it every day of his life – 
thus to learn and never forget great honor and respect (fear) for the Lord his God. He was to 
keep and do all the words of this law: obey every statute.

Verse 20. In this way his heart would not be lifted up above his brothers – puffed up 
with pride, position, power. He was still accountable to the Lord and His commandments: he 
must not turn aside (deviate) to the right or left. In so doing he will prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he and his children in the middle of Israel.
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Lesson XVIII

Deuteronomy chapter 18.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 18:1-14.

The Portions of the Levites
1 The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance with 
Israel: they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and his inheritance.
2 Therefore shall they have no inheritance among their brethren: the LORD is their 
inheritance, as he hath said unto them.
3 And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that offer a sacrifice, 
whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the two cheeks,
and the maw.
4 The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the first of the fleece of 
thy sheep, shalt thou give him.
5 For the LORD thy God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the 
name of the LORD, him and his sons for ever.
6 ¶ And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where he sojourned, and 
come with all the desire of his mind unto the place which the LORD shall choose;
7 then he shall minister in the name of the LORD his God, as all his brethren the Levites 
do, which stand there before the LORD.
8 They shall have like portions to eat, besides that which cometh of the sale of his 
patrimony.

Warning against Heathen Practices
9 ¶ When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt 
not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.
10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch,
11 or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these 
abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
13 Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.
14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and 
unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 18:1-14. Provisions for Priests and Levites.

Verse 1. The priests, Levites, and all of the tribe of Levi: they shall have no inheritance 
in Canaan. It will be divided among all the other tribes.

They will be given to eat, the offerings – of the Lord made by fire: the meat offerings, 
and fire offerings.

Verse 2. The Lord was their inheritance as He has told them. But no inheritance of land
or crops.

Verse 3. From those that bring a sacrifice (ox or sheep), they shall give the priest the 
shoulder, the two cheeks with the tongue (the whole head).
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Verse 4. Also the first-fruit of the corn, grapes, olives. The heave offering of the first 
fruits. And the first fleece of their sheep (enough to make a little garment – the 60th part) also
given to the priests.

Verse 5. The Lord has chosen the tribe of Levi to start to minister in the Name of the 
Lord. The priests to offer sacrifices, the Levites to minister to the priest, assisting them in 
their service. They did everything standing (never sitting in the sanctuary). They will be so 
employed as long as the ceremonial law continued (now abolished by Christ).

Verse 6. If a Levite comes from anywhere he has lived throughout the land, and comes 
to Jerusalem with serious desire to serve the Lord.

Verse 7. Then he shall minister in the Name of the Lord his God. He will stand among 
all his brothers ministering to the Lord, daily.

Verse 8. The priests and Levites divided by portions, to eat. They also could buy houses 
and fields for their families, and leave them to their children (their patrimony, which could be 
sold).

Verse 9. When they come into Canaan, they may not observe, be curious, or learn to do 
the abominable things of these 7 nations. They must never do or learn to do any such obvious 
false idolatry – hateful and evil to their Lord.

Verse 10. They must not make any of their children, girl or boy, pass through the fire: 
the rite to initiate the child into the religion of Moloch. Besides this they would burn them 
with fire in another ceremony.

They must not be involved with divination: the predictions of future events 
(soothsayers, astrologers, dreamers, from the entrails of beasts, in the stars, a wizard, or a 
necromancer, that inquires from the dead – thereupon he utters words from his imagination, 
dreams of the future.

Verse 11. Or a charmer with serpents who pretends to cure diseases, or consulter with 
"familiar spirits". Or a cunning man (wizard), or necromancer that inquires of the dead (who 
goes to burial grounds – utters words according to his imaginations, and sees the future in 
dreams).

Verse 12. All that do those things are abominable to the Lord. Because of this the Lord 
drives all these out from in front of them.

Verse 13. The Israelites are to be perfect, to serve and worship their God, the Lord, to 
obey and walk and talk uprightly before Him.

Verse 14. These Canaanite nations, which they will take over, hearkened to all such 
professors of special knowledge, the future etc.

The Lord has not allowed the Israelites any such action or beliefs. The Lord will provide
them with prophets – who will not be like any of these heathens – who deceived, and led 
astray. They would be inspired by God, true and faithful.
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 18:15-22.

God Promises a Prophet like Moses
15 ¶ The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
16 according to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this
great fire any more, that I die not.
17 And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken.
18 I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put 
my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.
20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet 
shall die.
21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not 
spoken?
22 when a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor come to 
pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 18:15-22.

Verse 15. The Lord thy God will raise unto the Israelites a prophet from their midst, a 
brother Israelite, like unto the Lord. Unto him shall all the people listen. The only one that 
fulfilled all of these stipulations and promises was the Messiah. A mighty prophet, in word 
and deed, and all He foretold came to pass at the promised time. He revealed the will of the 
Father to all who would listen. He preached the Gospel and fulfilled its promises through his 
sacrifice, and was raised up by God as eternal confirmation of His message as the Truth, the 
Way, and the Life. He was of the tribe of Judah, in the line of David, born of a virgin, in 
Bethlehem, and preached to His brethren like unto His Father in the Holy Spirit without 
measure. They are to always listen to Him, do what He tells them, always, in all things.

Verse 16. Back to the past: what they had wanted from God in Horeb (Mt. Sinai), where 
they received the Commandments by the terrifying voice of God in assembly. They wish to 
never hear the voice of God again. Also they feared the great fire would consume them 
(Hebrews 12:19).

Verse 17. The Lord told Moses that the people had spoken well – the request which 
Moses carried to the Lord.

Verse 18. The promise of a prophet from among them was first made to them at Mt. 
Sinai - now repeated thus renewed (recorded nowhere else).

God will put His words in the prophet's mouth: truth, faith, righteousness, peace, 
forgiveness, and salvation. So did Christ carry out (John 7:16 8:28; 17:6,8).

Verse 19. And it will surely happen, that anyone who will not listen to the Lord's words, 
not believe, but dismiss, disregard them, which the one who speaks in the Lord's Name 
delivers, they shall experience destruction according to their disbelief, rebellion. As later 
would happen to the Jewish nation, Jerusalem, and the Temple.
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Verse 20. But anyone that would presume to speak even a word in the Lord's Name, 
which the Lord had not commanded him to speak, or anyone who dares speak in any other 
god's name - idols of the people (Jove, Baal) – proposing they had been instructed by such 
inspirations – they shall surely put to death (strangled, or killed by the sword).

Verse 21. If they have doubts in their hearts about how they can be certain about the 
word the Lord has not spoken. What signs, or proofs, how are they to know?

Verse 22. When a prophet speaks in the Lord's Name, if the thing doesn't come soon, or
come to pass at all; that thing the Lord has not spoken. The Lord can and always will bring to 
pass what He speaks of. That is certain!

This so-called prophet has dared to speak presuming to know, or to imagine, to claim to
know this message is from the Lord: those of Israel need not fear such a person – but shall 
actively punish Him of this wickedness.

End!
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Lesson XX

Deuteronomy chapter 19.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 19:1-13.

The Cities of Refuge
1 When the LORD thy God hath cut off the nations, whose land the LORD thy God giveth
thee, and thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their cities, and in their houses;
2 thou shalt separate three cities for thee in the midst of thy land, which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee to possess it.
3 Thou shalt prepare thee a way, and divide the coasts of thy land, which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee to inherit, into three parts, that every slayer may flee thither.
4 ¶ And this is the case of the slayer, which shall flee thither, that he may live: Whoso 
killeth his neighbor ignorantly, whom he hated not in time past;
5 as when a man goeth into the wood with his neighbor to hew wood, and his hand 
fetcheth a stroke with the axe to cut down the tree, and the head slippeth from the helve, and 
lighteth upon his neighbor, that he die; he shall flee unto one of those cities, and live:
6 lest the avenger of the blood pursue the slayer, while his heart is hot, and overtake him,
because the way is long, and slay him; whereas he was not worthy of death, inasmuch as he 
hated him not in time past.
7 Wherefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt separate three cities for thee.
8 And if the LORD thy God enlarge thy coast, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, and give 
thee all the land which he promised to give unto thy fathers;
9 if thou shalt keep all these commandments to do them, which I command thee this day,
to love the LORD thy God, and to walk ever in his ways; then shalt thou add three cities more 
for thee, beside these three:
10 that innocent blood be not shed in thy land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance, and so blood be upon thee.
11 ¶ But if any man hate his neighbor, and lie in wait for him, and rise up against him, and
smite him mortally that he die, and fleeth into one of these cities;
12 then the elders of his city shall send and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the 
hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.
13 Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away the guilt of innocent blood from 
Israel, that it may go well with thee.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 19:1-13. Three cities of refuge.

Verse 1. When the Lord has cut off the nations of Canaan and given this land to the 
Israelites, and they take over and live in their cities and houses...

Verse 2. They are to separate 3 cities in the middle of the land given them by the Lord 
their God.

Verse 3. A highway must also be prepared to these three cities. To make them smooth 
and flat, bridges built over rivers or streams, particularly those leading to cities of refuge. 
Where a road divided, a post would be marked with "refuge" upon it to direct the one fleeing 
to that city. The one who had killed a man by accident may be safe from the avenger of blood, 
who sought to kill him.
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Their land was to be divided into three parts, in which a city of refuge was to be in each 
part. That the slayer may go there – to the nearest to him.

Verse 4. Only if he killed him accidentally, not from hatred, and on purpose. An 
example: if a man goes into the woods with his neighbor to cut down wood, a public and 
common place. The man takes a stroke with his axe to cut down a tree, and the head of the axe
flies off of the end and hits his neighbor in such a way that it kills him. The man shall run 
away to one of the refuge cities to stay alive (be safe and secure from the avenger of blood).

Verse 6. The avenger, who was angry because of the loss of his next of kin, who was 
killed, and who was determined to kill the one who had killed him. But by the law the man 
was not worthy of death. It was an accident.

Verse 7. Wherefore – the Lord commanded they set these three cities apart, 
immediately, when they have possession of the land.

Verse 8. And if the Lord even enlarges their possession of land as He had promised 
their fathers (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob).

Verse 9. If they keep all the Lord's commandments that He commands this day, and 
have loved the Lord their God, and walk in His ways: then they are to add 3 more cities of 
refuge in the added areas.

Verse 10. All of this was to prevent innocent blood from being shed. So that the people 
would not be guilty of shedding innocent blood – and thus they will have to be punished by 
the Lord. The whole land may suffer as a result.

Verse 11. But if a man hates his neighbor and plots to kill him; lays in wait, and rises up 
to kill him and he strikes him mortally so that he dies, and he flees to one of the cities of 
refuge.

Verse 12. The judges of the city of the man that fled to the city of refuge had the right to 
have the man brought back to appear in their city court. His case would be brought and found 
out if he was a proper person to receive the benefit of the city of refuge or not. If not he would 
be turned over to the avenger of blood that would exact the death sentence upon him.

Verse 13. The judges should not pity that person, even if he was their neighbor, friend 
or kin, or rich man, or any other reason. They shall not be guilty by allowing a guilty person to 
live. Only by enforcing this law will things go well with them.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 19:14-21.

14 ¶ Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor's landmark, which they of old time have set in 
thine inheritance, which thou shalt inherit in the land that the LORD thy God giveth thee to 
possess it.

The Law concerning Witnesses
15 ¶ One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin 
that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the 
matter be established.
16 If a false witness rise up against any man to testify against him that which is wrong;
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17 then both the men, between whom the controversy is, shall stand before the LORD, 
before the priests and the judges, which shall be in those days;
18 and the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false 
witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother;
19 then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt 
thou put the evil away from among you.
20 And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more any
such evil among you.
21 And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 19:14-21.

Verse 14. A neighbor's landmark shall not be moved. This is to take a neighbor's land 
for another person to use. This relates to the land of Canaan, when the bounds and limits in 
the land were set by Eleazar and Joshua. Which became their inheritance in the land given 
them by God. Both the land set apart for the tribes, but also for individuals, families.

Verse 15. One witness shall not accuse anyone of any crime, or sin, moral or evil. Only 
by the testimony of two or three witnesses shall the matters be established, whether to 
acquittal or condemnation.

Verse 16. If a false witness comes forward against a man to testify against him what is 
false:

Verse 17. Then the accuser and the accused shall stand as before the Lord, before the 
priests and judges of the court, and testify their case.

Verse 18. The judges will make careful inquiry into the details of the matter – the 
evidence and prof each witness presents. They will determine if one of the witnesses is lying, 
thus a false witness against his brother:

Verse 19. The judges will see that the punishment he sought to inflict on his brother 
would be done unto him. Whether concerning money, or whipping, or death itself. This is the 
way evil must be driven out from among them all.

Verse 20. Those that hear about this case, or have heard the case in person, they shall 
fear to commit any such evil, and fear the punishment as well.

Verse 21. They shall not pity the false witness – the judges themselves – who must not 
seek to spare anyone, from favor or affection, but pronounce a righteous sentence, and see it 
carried out. The amount of the criminal's fraud, and theft must be paid by the criminal – of 
exact and equal value: eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot (the price for 
each item).

End.
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Lesson XX

Deuteronomy chapter 20.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 20:1-9.

The Laws concerning War
1 When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, 
and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them: for the LORD thy God is with thee, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
2 And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach 
and speak unto the people,
3 and shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your 
enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because 
of them;
4 for the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you against your enemies, 
to save you.
5 And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a
new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
battle, and another man dedicate it.
6 And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him 
also go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it.
7 And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go 
and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.
8 And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is 
there that is fearful and faint-hearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's
heart faint as well as his heart.
9 And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of speaking unto the people, that 
they shall make captains of the armies to lead the people.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 20:1-9.

Verse 1. When the Israelites go out against their enemies there are many things they 
must keep in mind and be aware of. They have no horses and chariots as some of their 
enemies have – and more soldiers as well. But they are not to be afraid because their God was 
with them, thus more was with then than was with their enemies. Their Lord brought them 
out of Egypt.

Verse 2. When the battle comes near, an appointed priest will come before the people 
to speak.

Verse 3. He calls out: "Hear oh Israel" getting their attention: they are about to do 
battle with their enemies – they are not to faint or be afraid, neither tremble or be terrified 
because of them. No matter the noises and of the trumpets or shouting.

Verse 4. Because the Lord their God goes with the Israelites to battle: He states: "fear 
not, I am with thee!" The ark which was the symbol of the Lord's presence – was taken with 
the Israelites into battle. This was announced before their soldiers by the anointed priest to do
so. It was repeated to the rest of the people by another priest: "Hear, O Israel" with a loud 
voice so that all could hear.
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Verse 5. The officers shall speak unto the people – these were heralds appointed to this 
position. A separate situation – the house of a man built but not yet completed or dedicated: 
He is to go to his house, so that he doesn't die in battle and another man take it over, finish it 
and dedicate for him to live in.

Verse 6. If a man planted a vineyard and did not yet eat of its fruit (also of trees). Only 
in their 5th year were the Israelites to eat their fruit. The 4th year, they were dedicated to the 
Lord, unto the priests. This situation: the man also can go and return to his house, lest he die 
in battle and another man eats of it.

Verse 9. About a man that has married a wife, and has not yet taken her home, and to 
bed; he must go back to her, so he doesn't die in battle and another man take her.

Verse 8. Further message to the people – what man is there that is fearful, and 
fainthearted, not able to face his enemies: let him go back to his house, lest his fear influence 
his brothers, and they faint – swoon, and discourage the rest in his company – thus unfit for 
war also. Let him go back.

Verse 9. After their speaking unto the people, they shall make captains of the armies to 
lead the people on into battle "at the head of them".

Scripture. Deuteronomy 20:10-20.

10 ¶ When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace unto it.
11 And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open unto thee, then it shall be, 
that all the people that is found therein shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve 
thee.
12 And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make war against thee, then thou shalt 
besiege it:
13 and when the LORD thy God hath delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt smite every 
male thereof with the edge of the sword:
14 but the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the 
spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which 
the LORD thy God hath given thee.
15 Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far off from thee, which are not of 
the cities of these nations.
16 But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth give thee for an 
inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth:
17 but thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, and the Per'izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites; as the LORD thy God hath 
commanded thee:
18 that they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto 
their gods; so should ye sin against the LORD your God.
19 ¶ When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, thou 
shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an axe against them: for thou mayest eat of them,
and thou shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man's life) to employ them in the 
siege:
20 only the trees which thou knowest that they be not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy 
and cut them down; and thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that maketh war with thee, 
until it be subdued.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 20:10-20.

Verse 10. When the Israelites choose to go to war against a city, if provoked by their 
enemies (this not commanded by God); they are first to proclaim peace unto it. Then if the 
inhabitants want peace, the Israelites are to offer them terms.

Verse 11. If they comply, and open their gates to the Israelites then they shall pay a 
yearly tax (be tributaries of the Israelites) – lambs and rams with the wool. They also shall be 
called upon the help them with building, restoring walls, cities. Thus did the Moabites, 
Syrians, Edomites under David (2 Samuel 8:2,6,14).

Verse 12. If they will make no peace with them,, but make war with them, they are to 
besiege that city on all sides.

Verse 13. When the point is reached when the Lord has delivered it into the Israelites' 
hands: inclining their hearts to give up; then they are to kill all the men, those who wouldn't 
first surrender the city, with the edge of the sword.

Verse 14. But the little ones (children) and the women and the cattle were to be spared. 
And everything that was in the city, all the spoil the Israelites are to take to themselves: gold, 
silver, merchandise, household goods, utensils – whatever found of value in the houses. They 
are to enjoy all the wealth of their enemies, as considered given to them by the Lord.

Verse 15. This is the plan they are to follow concerning all of the faraway cities (outside 
the land of Israel). All not of the 7 nations of Canaan.

Verse 16. But of all the cities of the 7 nations of Canaan which the Lord gives them for 
an inheritance, they are not to save anything that breathed. This was because of their capital 
crimes of their wickedness, and gross abominations, for which they deserved to die (idolatry, 
incest, witchcraft, necromancy, soothsaying etc…).

Verse 17. They shall be destroyed utterly (men, women and children). This included the
Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, and Hivites.

Verse 18. This is so that none of them can teach the Israelites about their abominations 
(lewd, idolatrous, ceremonies, unnatural and unclean rites, ceremonies to honor their gods). 
All this would be sin against the Lord their God.

Verse 19. If they lay siege to a city for a long time, to make it surrender and take it 
(many days – 7 days, to subdue it on the Sabbath). They are not to cut down trees with an axe 
– they are to take advantage of them (eat their fruit). They are not to cut them down to use in 
the siege. The trees of the field (not with fruit) could be used for building a bulwark – get up 
and over a city wall.

Verse 20. Only the trees that they know, that do not bear fruit, they can cut freely down 
to use to conquer the city they are against. As many as they needed until the city is subdued.

End.
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Lesson XXI

Deuteronomy chapter 21.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 21:1-9.

Settlement for an Unknown Murderer's Crime
1 If one be found slain in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it, 
lying in the field, and it be not known who hath slain him:
2 then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth, and they shall measure unto the cities 
which are round about him that is slain:
3 and it shall be, that the city which is next unto the slain man, even the elders of that city
shall take a heifer, which hath not been wrought with, and which hath not drawn in the yoke;
4 and the elders of that city shall bring down the heifer unto a rough valley, which is 
neither eared nor sown, and shall strike off the heifer's neck there in the valley.
5 And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near; for them the LORD thy God hath 
chosen to minister unto him, and to bless in the name of the LORD; and by their word shall 
every controversy and every stroke be tried:
6 and all the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their hands 
over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley:
7 and they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our 
eyes seen it.
8 Be merciful, O LORD, unto thy people Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and lay not 
innocent blood unto thy people of Israel's charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them.
9 So shalt thou put away the guilt of innocent blood from among you, when thou shalt do 
that which is right in the sight of the LORD.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 21:1-9.

Verse 1. This describes a private quarrel where one man slays another (in Canaan) 
secretly – in a field, far from anyone's sight and leaves the body). When the slain person is 
found lying in the field, and no one knew who killed him.

Verse 2. then the elders from the closest city or cities shall make inquiry.

Verse 3. The closest city to the slain man, the elders of that city shall take a heifer, a 
year old, which had not pulled a plow or treaded out corn, or been yoked.

Verse 4. The elders of the city will bring the heifer down into a rough valley. Cities were 
generally built on hills, with valleys around them. They will cut off the heifer's head.

Verse 5. The priests, sons of Levi shall come near to direct and judge and difficulty that 
might arise. They had been chosen by their God to minister unto Him in making sacrifices and
to bless the people. They will also try every controversy according to the respective laws of 
those things in question.

Verse 6. The elders of the city next to the slain man shall wash their hands over the 
heifer that is beheaded in the valley – token of their innocence.

Verse 7. They shall at this time swear that their hands have not shed this man's blood, 
neither have they seen the one who did shed this man's blood.
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Verse 8. They pray unto the Lord that He may be merciful to His people of Israel, 
whom He redeemed out of Egyptian bondage. Show them mercy – for this sin they know 
nothing about. They ask Him not to charge the people for their crime – the blood spilt shall be
forgiven them.

Verse 9. This will put away the guilt of innocent blood from among them. They must 
continue to do that which is right in the sight of the Lord.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 21:10-23.

Various Laws
10 ¶ When thou goest forth to war against thine enemies, and the LORD thy God hath 
delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive,
11 and seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou 
wouldest have her to thy wife;
12 then thou shalt bring her home to thine house; and she shall shave her head, and pare 
her nails;
13 and she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine 
house, and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou shalt go in unto 
her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife.
14 And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she 
will; but thou shalt not sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, 
because thou hast humbled her.
15 ¶ If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, and they have borne him 
children, both the beloved and the hated; and if the firstborn son be hers that was hated:
16 then it shall be, when he maketh his sons to inherit that which he hath, that he may not 
make the son of the beloved firstborn before the son of the hated, which is indeed the 
firstborn:
17 but he shall acknowledge the son of the hated for the firstborn, by giving him a double 
portion of all that he hath: for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is 
his.
18 ¶ If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his 
father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken 
unto them:
19 then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders 
of his city, and unto the gate of his place;
20 and they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he
will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard.
21 And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put 
evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.
22 ¶ And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and 
thou hang him on a tree:
23 his body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him 
that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 21:10-23.

Verse 10. When the Israelites go to war against their enemies but not commanded by 
the Lord, and the Lord gives them the victory over them, and they surrendered as captives to 
the Israelites:
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Verse 11. And a soldier sees a beautiful woman among the captives, and desires her – to
legally marry her. She was to become a proselyte to their religion before marriage.

Verse 12. He is to bring her to his house, his home, where certain things were to be 
done to her. Certain rites were to be observed: she is to shave her head – a token of her 
mourning her present situation, an afflicted circumstances for the Gentiles. Also to cut her 
nails, a form of purification from Heathenism.

Verse 13. Her beautiful garments and gay apparel were to be taken off of her, to lessen 
the desire for her. She would be clothed with worn out ones – this was also a sign of 
mourning. She would stay, shut up in the man's house – to become a proselyte, or in 
mourning the loss of her mother and father a full month – who she will never see again. After 
that he shall go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be his wife. He continues to love 
her, she has become a proselyte.

Verse 14. After some time being married, if he has no delight in her, he is to let her go 
whither she wants to go, by a bill of divorce. She will no longer be his captive or servant. But 
he will not sell her for money or keep her as his slave. He must give her freedom to her.

Verse 15. If a man has two wives (permitted because of the hardness of men's hearts), a 
law is made to prevent confusion, and preserve order in families. At some point one is beloved
and the other hated, and each one has been born him children (Rachel and Leah to Jacob). If 
the first-born son was of the hated:

Verse 16. Then when he establishes the inheritance to his sons, by oath, or in writing, 
he may not make the son of the beloved before the first-born son of the hated.

Verse 17. He shall recognize the son of the hated as his first-born son: giving him a 
double portion of all he has in his possession when his will was made: for he is the beginning 
of his strength.

Verse 18. The case of a stubborn and rebellious son: he will not obey father, or mother: 
he disobeys both. When they have chastened him – he will not listen or if punished by beating 
him, they have no effect on him. Then they were to proceed as follows.

Verse 19. Then his father and mother shall get a hold on him to bring him to the elders 
of the city (both parents must be in complete agreement), unto the gate of his city. They will 
testify to his disobedience, stubborn and rebellious. Also a glutton and drunkard. What he 
stole form his parents and ate and drank abroad in bad company.

Verse 20. They shall say to the elders in open court. They confess to the stubborn and 
rebellious, disobedience of this son. He despises his parents. He must not be dumb, deaf or 
blind.

Verse 21. All the men of his city shall stone him to death, after his trial is finished. This 
was to prevent such evil away from among them: all Israel shall hear and fear. To be buried at 
night.

Verse 22. If a man has committed a sin worthy of death, and a hanged on a tree (only 
those guilty of idolatry and a blasphemer).
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Verse 23. Who is hung on a tree is not to remain all night upon the tree. He is to be 
buried with the tree he was hanged upon. This so there will be no reminder of the evil. He that
is hanged is accursed of God. That the land be not defiled which the Lord gave them as an 
inheritance. No body was to be left hanging, rotting in the air.
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Lesson XXII

Deuteronomy chapter 22.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 22:1-12.

1 Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or his sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: 
thou shalt in any case bring them again unto thy brother.
2 And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou shalt bring 
it unto thine own house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou shalt 
restore it to him again.
3 In like manner shalt thou do with his ass; and so shalt thou do with his raiment; and 
with all lost things of thy brother's, which he hath lost, and thou hast found, shalt thou do 
likewise: thou mayest not hide thyself.
4 Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or his ox fall down by the way, and hide thyself 
from them: thou shalt surely help him to lift them up again.
5 ¶ The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put 
on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
6 ¶ If a bird's nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground, 
whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the dam sitting upon the young, or upon the eggs, 
thou shalt not take the dam with the young:
7 but thou shalt in any wise let the dam go, and take the young to thee; that it may be well
with thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days.
8 ¶ When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that 
thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence.
9 ¶ Thou shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed which 
thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled.
10 Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.
11 Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woolen and linen together.
12 ¶ Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the four quarters of thy vesture, wherewith thou 
coverest thyself.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 22:1-12.

Verse 1. Every man is responsible to help if a stray animal comes within his sight – 
knowing that it belongs to someone else. If he recognizes it as belonging to his nearby brother,
he is to take it to him.

Verse 2. If his brother lives a long way off or if he doesn't know who the animal belongs 
to, he is to take it to his own animal shelters (barn or stable) and keep it with him. Until his 
brother comes seeking it: he is to make inquiry and let it be known that he has found them (to 
his neighbors). If the brother is looking for it, he will restore it to him again. He is bound to do
so, no matter how many animals may stray.

Verse 3. He shall do so with a man's ass that strays as well. Also his clothing if he has 
lost it and his brother has found it. This covers anything that is lost and then found by 
another. There was a mark on every garment that would be a sign of which the owner could 
inquire about. All garments were individually made by the hands of men (nothing common).

Anything lost by his brother, the man is responsible to give back to him. He must not 
hide himself from seeing (a wandering animal) so as to not take care of it, and restore it to the 
rightful owner.
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Verse 4. If a man sees his brother's animal (donkey or ox) fall under its burden and not 
be able to get back up: he shall not hide his eyes and pretend he doesn't see the situation. He 
shall surely help to lift them up again with him (the owner of it). This was to be done (as many
times as it takes) until the burden is securely on the beast again.

Verse 5. A woman shall not wear a man's garment, ever. Or anything else pertaining to 
a man (tool of his trade or business). Neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: to 
preserve chastity and prevent many evils. All persons that do so are an abomination to their 
God.

Verse 6. If they chance upon a bird's nest: in a tree or on the ground, and eggs or young 
birds are still in it, and the mother bird still is sitting on the nest (on the eggs or young birds), 
they are not to take the mother bird with the young.

Verse 7. They are to let the dam go and take the eggs with them. No matter how many 
times she returns, they are never to keep or kill her. To follow this law will prolong their days 
in this world and the one to come.

Verse 8. When they build a house to live in they are to make a battlement for the roof. 
The buildings for their dwellings had flat roofs. The structure here required was to prevent 
anyone from falling off the roof – like a fence – at least 5 feet high. This will prevent them 
from becoming responsible from blood being shed or because of their flat roof without the 
fencing (battlement).

Verse 9. They are not to sow any wheat or barley between the rows of their vines (corn 
or herbs). This destroys the necessary separation of each crop and becomes unfit for use – it 
would ultimately be condemned to burning.

Verse 10. They are not to plow with an ox and a donkey together. Unequal in size and 
strength. One considered clean and one unclean. Not to be mixed.

Verse 11. They are not to wear a garment of different sorts: wool and linen together.

Verse 12. They are to make fringes (4) on the 4 quarters of their upper garment, then 
cover themselves with it.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 22:13-21.

Laws concerning Chastity
13 ¶ If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her,
14 and give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, 
I took this woman, and when I came to her, I found her not a maid:
15 then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of 
the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate:
16 and the damsel's father shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to 
wife, and he hateth her;
17 and, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter 
a maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth
before the elders of the city.
18 And the elders of that city shall take that man and chastise him;
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19 and they shall amerce him in a hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father 
of the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall 
be his wife; he may not put her away all his days.
20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found for the damsel:
21 then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, and the men of 
her city shall stone her with stones that she die; because she hath wrought folly in Israel, to 
play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from among you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 22:13-21.

Verse 13. If a man marries a wife and lives with her, and after some time dislikes her 
and wants to part with her, and he then takes the following wicked method to obtain this 
outcome.

Verse 14. He then begins speaking against her among their neighbors and friends, as a 
very bad woman. This brings an evil name upon her. Example: when he took this woman to 
wife he found her not a pure virgin. This would be the charge brought before a magistrate in a 
court. Also he could accuse her of being a whore after he married her, and he brings witnesses 
to this behavior.

Verse 15. Then the parents of the damsel, for their own honor and her reputation, 
would come before the court, unto the elders in the gates of the city. They would bring the 
sheet she laid upon when her husband first laid with her. They had kept it as record of her 
purity.

Verse 16. The girl's father would defend her before the court (a woman was not allowed 
to speak in public before men). He had given his daughter to this man to marry her, and now 
he hates her and wants to get rid of her.

Verse 17. And he has spoken against her in their neighborhood, saying that he had 
found her to not be a virgin. He had also said this before a court and her parents. But he now 
has brought tokens of his daughter's virginity, and they spread the cloth before the elders of 
the city – stained with the blood of her virginity (the mother was there and helped). This was a
well-known action among the Jews.

Verse 18. The elders of the city shall take the man and punish him by beating him – 40 
stripes save one.

Verse 19. He shall pay the court 100 shekels of silver which was then given to the father 
of the damsel – to compensate them for the scandal brought upon him and his family. This is 
because the husband had brought an evil name upon a virgin in Israel, a very great injury 
upon her character. She shall remain his wife, and he shall not put her away (or divorce) her 
as long as he lives.

Verse 20. On the other hand, if his accusation was true, and there was no token of her 
virginity when he married her, and there were reputable witnesses to her whoredom.

Verse 21. The elders shall bring the damsel to her father's house: to disgrace him for his
neglect, not taking better care and instruct and bring her up in a better manner. The men of 
her city were then to stone her until she died. This punishment for adultery. Others were 
strangled. This because she had been guilty of a notorious folly in Israel. Where the people 
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were chosen of God to be holy people She had played the whore at her father's house until 
taken, after marriage, to her husband's house. So was she to be killed at the door of her 
father's house.

So shall the people put evil from among them!

Scripture. Deuteronomy 22:22-30.

22 ¶ If a man be found lying with a woman married to a husband, then they shall both of 
them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil 
from Israel.
23 ¶ If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto a husband, and a man find her in the 
city, and lie with her;
24 then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them 
with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, 
because he hath humbled his neighbor's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.
25 ¶ But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with 
her; then the man only that lay with her shall die:
26 but unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy of 
death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbor, and slayeth him, even so is this matter:
27 for he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to 
save her.
28 ¶ If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, 
and lie with her, and they be found;
29 then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, 
and she shall be his wife; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.
30 ¶ A man shall not take his father's wife, nor discover his father's skirt.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 22:22-30.

Verse 22. Adultery (as in Leviticus 20:10) – punished by death: strangling of each: "the 
strangling of a napkin" is used when not specified what death. Both put to the same death. To 
put away evil from Israel.

Verse 23. If a young woman is betrothed unto a man – not yet married. And a man 
finds her in the city, and lies with her, with her consent: she is not crying out in protest – not 
even supposed to be abroad in a city alone.

Verse 24. Both of them caught in the act, shall be brought to the city gate, to the court –
and they shall stone them to death. The woman because she cried not; the man because he has
humbled his neighbor's wife (adultery forced upon her, but without her protesting). Again to 
put evil from Israel.

Verse 25. If a man find a betrothed woman in the field where she could cry out but no 
one was near enough to hear or help her; and he grabs on to her, forcefully, and she cannot 
escape, and he rapes her: he alone shall die. She did not consent.

Verse 26. Nothing shall be done to the woman – she committed no sin worthy of death. 
Even as a man who rises up and kills his neighbor – who is caught by surprise and killed – no 
one to help. To take a woman's chastity is like taking a man's life, so the death penalty.
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Verse 27. That he found her in a field, she was at his mercy, no one near enough to even
hear her cry aloud for help (which she had done but there was no one to save her and couldn't 
disprove it).

Verse 28. If a man find a young woman that is a virgin, and not promised in marriage, 
and he is unmarried, and he grabs her and lies with her – her yielding and not yelling in 
protest; and they are found in the field together, or there are witnesses, or they themselves 
have confessed it; or because later she becomes pregnant.

Verse 29. Then the man that lay with her will give her father 50 shekels of silver (for the
abuse of his daughter and 50 more for a dowry if she and the father agree for her to be his 
wife. He is obligated to do so because he has humbled her by his action and he may not even 
put her away as long as he lives. This is to discourage any such actions against chastity.

Verse 30. A man may not marry his father's wife (mother or stepmother) or lie with her
who had lain in his father's bed (covered with his father's sheets). This is a short 
memorandum of 18:7.

End.
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Lesson XXIII

Deuteronomy chapter 23.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 23:1-14.

Those Excluded from the Congregation
1 He that is wounded in the stones, or hath his privy member cut off, shall not enter into 
the congregation of the LORD.
2 ¶ A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to his tenth 
generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the LORD.
3 ¶ An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to 
their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever:
4 because they met you not with bread and with water in the way, when ye came forth out
of Egypt; and because they hired against thee Ba'laam the son of Be'or of Pethor of 
Mesopota'mi-a, to curse thee.
5 Nevertheless, the LORD thy God would not hearken unto Ba'laam; but the LORD thy 
God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee.
6 Thou shalt not seek their peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever.
7 ¶ Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian; because thou wast a stranger in his land.
8 The children that are begotten of them shall enter into the congregation of the LORD in
their third generation.

Laws of Sanitation
9 ¶ When the host goeth forth against thine enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing.
10 ¶ If there be among you any man, that is not clean by reason of uncleanness that 
chanceth him by night, then shall he go abroad out of the camp, he shall not come within the 
camp:
11 but it shall be, when evening cometh on, he shall wash himself with water: and when 
the sun is down, he shall come into the camp again.
12 ¶ Thou shalt have a place also without the camp, whither thou shalt go forth abroad:
13 and thou shalt have a paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, when thou wilt ease 
thyself abroad, thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and cover that which cometh 
from thee:
14 for the LORD thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up 
thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing in 
thee, and turn away from thee.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 23:1-14.

Verse 1. If a man is wounded in his testicles (crushed or bruised by the hands of men to 
make him unfit to have children) or that has his privy member cut off (made a thorough 
eunuch) shall not enter into the Lord's congregation: this restricts them from being elders or 
judges and representatives of the people to meet to execute judgment.

Verse 2. A person born of whoredom (a bastard) shall not enter the congregation of the 
Lord. This was to deter and avoid whoredom or incest. Even to the 10th generation he shall 
not be accepted into the congregation of the Lord (generally interpreted as never).
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Verse 3. An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the Lord's congregation or marry
an Israelite woman. Even to their 10th generation, they shall not for ever.

Verse 4. This because these peoples did not meet them with offerings of bread and 
water when they arrive in their areas, 40 years after leaving Egypt. They were on their way to 
Canaan. The Moabites and Midianites together had hired Balaam to curse the Israelites.

Verse 5. The Lord would not do what Balaam was asking – cursing upon Israel. The 
Lord had turned the curse into a blessing unto the Israelites (in the very mouth of Balaam) 
because the Lord loved Israelites.

Verse 6. The Israelites were not ever to seek or try to copy these peoples customary 
trade, commerce, marriage, and so forth. This was to prevent the Israelites from learning and 
copying their evil ways and customs.

Verse 7. They are not to abhor Edomites – being descendants of Esau (Edom – Genesis 
25:30) their nearest kin of all nations (being twin brothers). They are not to reject an Egyptian
– because when first in Egypt as strangers, the Egyptians – treated them kindly during the 
famine, and given good, fruitful land to dwell in.

Verse 8. Their children (descendants) that become proselytes shall enter into the 
congregation of the Lord in their 3rd generation.

Verse 9. When their soldiers go forth against their enemies, they must stay far away 
from any wicked thing: shedding innocent blood, idolatry, murder, uncleanness of every kind, 
wickedness of any kind. The point here was to remind soldiers before battle not to do any kind
of evil during battle because they may be killed themselves, and appear before their God.

Verse 10. If any unclean person in the army, by reason of something that came upon 
them at night, he shall go out of the army camp and not come back until he has done what is 
prescribed in the next verse.

Verse 11. When evening comes, he shall wash his garments and himself all over with 
water. When the sun is down, he shall return to the camp again and take his place and rank in 
the army. Their camps were to be holy as the sanctuary of God.

Verse 12. They shall also have a place, outside of the camp to go to for doing the 
necessities of nature, appointed for that purpose.

Verse 13. They shall have some kind of instrument, spike, to make a small hole in the 
ground; to be fastened to their sword: to be used to dig with. When they eased themselves 
outside of the camp, in the appointed place. They will dig a hole about 10-12 inches deep, ease 
themselves, then turn back and cover that which came from them.

Verse 14. For the Lord their God walked in the midst of their camp (in the tabernacle), 
which moved when the host marched after the camps of of Reuben and Judah. This so that 
God would be with them (in their midst) to deliver them from their enemies before them. 
Therefore their camp was to be holy, no unclean thing within. This would prevent their Lord 
from turning away from them, and they become an easy prey to their enemies.
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 23:15-25.

Laws of Human Relations
15 ¶ Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from his master 
unto thee:
16 he shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he shall choose in one of 
thy gates, where it liketh him best: thou shalt not oppress him.
17 ¶ There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite of the sons of 
Israel.
18 Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the house of the 
LORD thy God for any vow: for even both these are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
19 ¶ Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, 
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury:
20 unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend 
upon usury: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the 
land whither thou goest to possess it.
21 ¶ When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for 
the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.
22 But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee.
23 That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, 
according as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, which thou hast promised with thy 
mouth.
24 ¶ When thou comest into thy neighbor's vineyard, then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill 
at thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not put any in thy vessel.
25 When thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbor, then thou mayest pluck the 
ears with thine hand; but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy neighbor's standing corn.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 23:15-25.

Verse 15. When a servant escapes form his master, after being cruelly treated, or even 
seriously injured by him, in danger of being killed by him: if he fell into the hands of an 
Israelite, he was not to be bound and taken back to his master. Inquiry was to be made to find 
the actual situation – whether a mistake and an agreement made when the servant would go 
back to his master; if no agreement – if there could be no safe return:

Verse 16. He shall dwell among the Israelites, being a stranger, a proselyte servant. He 
is given the choice as to where to go, among the cities of Israel. He is not to be called any 
oppressive names (fugitive, etc.).

Verse 17. There shall be no whore among the daughters of Israel: common whores 
(unholy person; or one of the Heathen idol's whores allowed).

Nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel, to prostitute his body in their unnatural way.

Verse 18. No animal used to pay a whore was to ever be brought into the house of the 
Lord to be offered for a sacrifice, or vow. Nor the price of such a dog. Both abominations unto 
God.

Verse 19. They shall not lend money to a brother and charge interest on the loan. 
Whatever that was to be loaned – money, food, and so forth - never was to include usury 
(interest added).
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Verse 20. Unto a Gentile, stranger, they could lend to them and charge interest; but not
unto a brother Israelite. This so that their God may bless them in all they put their hand to do 
in the land that they are on their way to possess.

Verse 21. When they vow unto the Lord, which they have power to perform, what was 
lawful according to God's word and will, they are not to delay the payment of it. Their God will
require of them. If they don't, punishment will be inflicted.

Verse 22. If they are able to vow and bring a free will offering and don't, they will not be
guilty of a sin – no punishment.

Verse 23. What they have said aloud that they vowed to do, they were obligated to 
follow and do. Thus – not to be rash vows made unto the Lord.

Verse 24. When they come into a neighbor's vineyard, for whatever reason, whether 
invited or not; they are permitted to eat their fill of grapes, but they may not take any to carry 
away, in pockets, baskets or anything else. This was traditionally thought as applying to 
workmen, who would eat while working in their master's vineyard (or any other crop) only.

Verse 25. Also when passing through, or a workman, in a neighbor's farm and in the 
cornfield (or other crop), they can pluck ears with their hand to satisfy hunger, but they may 
not cut it down (move a sickle) to carry any of it off, period.

Finis.
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Lesson XXIV

Deuteronomy chapter 24.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 24:1-13.

1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no 
favor in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill 
of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.
2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.
3 And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in 
her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be 
his wife;
4 her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after 
that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land
to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.
5 ¶ When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife 
which he hath taken.
6 ¶ No man shall take the nether or the upper millstone to pledge: for he taketh a man's 
life to pledge.
7 ¶ If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh 
merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from
among you.
8 ¶ Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou observe diligently, and do according to 
all that the priests the Levites shall teach you: as I commanded them, so ye shall observe to 
do.
9 Remember what the LORD thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye were 
come forth out of Egypt.
10 ¶ When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch 
his pledge.
11 Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the 
pledge abroad unto thee.
12 And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with his pledge:
13 in any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when the sun goeth down, that he 
may sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee before 
the LORD thy God.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 24:1-13.

Verse 1. When a person gets married, takes her home and consummated the marriage, 
and then takes no pleasure in her company and conversation, and has found something 
disagreeable to him, and he became unkind, even cruel to her: then the man can write her a 
bill of divorce – drawn up in proper form in the local court, done before witnesses. A bill to 
separate them forever – given unto her hand before the witnesses. She was then to be sent out 
of his house, visible and public.

Verse 2. After her departure, she may marry another person.
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Verse 3. If this second husband hate her, he can also divorce her by the same procedure
as the first husband. Write her a bill of divorcement and put it to her hand. Or if her 2nd 
husband dies, she is then free to marry another man. But not her former husband.

Verse 4. He is not permitted to be fickle, and she is not permitted to remarry him – 
their divorce was final. An abomination before the Lord. They are not to cause the land to 
have such sin in the land given them by their God for an inheritance.

Verse 5. When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out to war. This for the first year 
of marriage, from all tributes, taxes, or employments that would occasion absence from home.
The couple is to rejoice together in their love, that hereafter no causes may arise or cause 
divorce.

Verse 6. No man shall take either millstone for a pledge – the upper or lower (neither 
millstone). Either or both millstones were the source of a man's total income and support. To 
do so is to take a man's life to pledge (without which he cannot support his families as well as 
himself). So he cannot pawn them. These were small enough to carry by hand. No other thing 
upon which a man's life depended could be pawned.

Verse 7. If a man should be caught stealing any person, of any age or sex of the children
of Israel: if caught in the act (by witnesses), and uses him to work as a servant or anything that
brings him the least profit, or sells him, he shall be put to death by strangling. So that such 
evil shall be put away from among the children of Israel.

Verse 8. Watch carefully over the plague of leprosy: in people, houses, or garments – 
not to hide or try to conceal it. They must diligently observe, and do everything the priests and
Levites teach them – there were strict laws and rules for any such cases. These have been 
commanded by God for them to comply with – and teach the people to observe.

Verse 9. They are to remember what the Lord had done to Miriam when she spoke 
against Moses: struck with leprosy, shut up for 7 days. Not to speak against people of 
authority, and expect punishment to be inflicted upon them as well. As what had happened 
after they were out of Egypt, they had to stop for 7 days before proceeding (Numbers 17:14-
16).

Verse 10. When they lend their brother a sum of money, and he cannot pay it back, they
are not to go into his house to take what he liked; only if it was done with the knowledge and 
permission of the court.

Verse 11. The person shall stand on the street, outside of the man's house, when he goes
inside to bring the pledge out to him – something near the value of the loan, only.

Verse 12. If the man was very poor, and anything he brought out would be distressing 
to him or his family (goods or clothing). They shall not keep it from him overnight.

Verse 13. In any case the pledge will be delivered to the borrower again, when the sun 
goes down (such as a night covering). Returned in the morning if it was day clothing. This was
righteousness to the one who followed this procedure and the Lord will bless such who shows 
mercy to persons in distress.
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 24:14-22.

14 ¶ Thou shalt not oppress a hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy 
brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy gates:
15 at his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is 
poor, and setteth his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it be sin unto 
thee.
16 ¶ The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put
to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.
17 ¶ Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a 
widow's raiment to pledge:
18 but thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the LORD thy God 
redeemed thee thence: therefore I command thee to do this thing.
19 ¶ When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, 
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the 
widow: that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.
20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be 
for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
21 When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it 
shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
22 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: therefore I 
command thee to do this thing.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 24:14-22.

Verse 14. They shall not oppress a servant hired by the day (poor and needy), whether 
an Israelite or a stranger in their land.

Verse 15. At the close of the day his wage was to be paid (or by the week or month – 
paid when their time was up). Pay before the sun goes down. Being very poor, he needed it for 
necessities. If this is not done, he may cry unto the Lord in desperation, having no other way 
to turn. It would be a sin to the Israelite.

Verse 16. Those guilty of capital sins, worthy of death must be put to death, by proper 
witnesses. But not a father for their children's sins, nor the children for their father's sins.

Verse 17. Those unable to defend themselves, strangers or the fatherless, particular care
must be taken by the judges to do them justice, or God will require it of them.

They are not to take a widow's clothing or any other thing (ox or cow) or anything to 
stress her life. Also so that neighbors cannot begin spreading an evil report. She must be 
shown mercy.

Verse 18. They must remember their bondage in Egypt, from which their God 
redeemed them from thence. An act to show favor to those now in distress.

Verse 19. When they have cut down their harvest of wheat or barley in their field, and 
left a sheaf in the field, they were not to go back into the field to fetch it. It is to be left to the 
stranger, the fatherless, or widow: so that the Word of their Lord may bless them.
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Verse 20. When they beat the olives off their trees when ripe (with sticks and staves), 
they are not to go over the boughs again. Whatever olives were left shall be for the stranger, 
the fatherless, and the widows. They could not come into these orchards (after harvest) and 
gather anything left.

Verse 21. Also when their grapes had been gathered in their vineyard (about the same 
time as the olives), they are not to go back and glean what was left: it shall be for the stranger, 
orphan, and widow. This was to show mercy and favor to the poor, a kindness for them to 
have a taste of all the earth's fruits.

Verse 22. Again, remember their time as bondsmen in Egypt, where they would have 
liked to have such favors: therefore the Lord commands them to do this thing.

411

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Lesson XXV

Deuteronomy chapter 25.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 25:1-10.

1 If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges 
may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.
2 And it shall be, if the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him
to lie down, and to be beaten before his face, according to his fault, by a certain number.
3 Forty stripes he may give him, and not exceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat him 
above these with many stripes, then thy brother should seem vile unto thee.
4 ¶ Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.
5 ¶ If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the 
dead shall not marry without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and 
take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of a husband's brother unto her.
6 And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his 
brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of Israel.
7 And if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the
gate unto the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a 
name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of my husband's brother.
8 Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak unto him: and if he stand to it, and 
say, I like not to take her;
9 then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his 
shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto 
that man that will not build up his brother's house.
10 And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his shoe loosed.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 25:1-10.

Verse 1. If there is a controversy between two or more men they bring their case before 
the court of judges; they will judge and acquit the one in the right and condemn the guilty of a 
crime to punishment. To do otherwise was an abomination to the Lord.

Verse 2. For a crime deserving less than the death penalty, a beating was inflicted upon 
them. He is directed to lie down on the floor of the court, face down, and beaten in front of the
judge so that the beating would be properly carried out. Whether 10 or 20, according to the 
nature of the offense. Above 40 blows was not permitted.

Verse 3. 40 stripes are to be the limit. That this number may never be exceeded the 
Jewish tradition was to limit to 39 so that 40 never will be exceeded. To exceed this number 
would so disfigure the man as to almost the point of death, or maimed, or become lame, or 
deformed – then seem vile to look upon.

Verse 4. They must not muzzle the ox when treading out the corn (beating out) so that 
it may eat as it works.

Verse 5. If two brothers lived together in the same house, and one dies, having no 
children, the wife of that brother shalt not marry a stranger from out of the family (a stranger 
in Israel). The purpose was to secure inheritance to continue in families.
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Her husband's brother shall go in unto her and take to him to marry. He will do his 
duty, to go in to her to raise up seed to his brother, and perform all proper things of a husband
to her.

Verse 6. The first child that she bears, shall be given the name of the brother who had 
died. Thus his name shall not be put out of Israel.

Verse 7. If the man does not want to take his brother's wife, then she has the right to go 
before the local court (to the city gate) and put forth the situation: her husband's brother has 
refused to raise up unto his brother a name in Israel. He refuses to marry her.

Verse 8. The elders will call him; he must come before them. He is to state his case: 
what he has decided not to do, and why. They will recite the laws to him, and explain its 
nature, and exhort him to comply with it. They advise him on his best course. Other 
possibilities – he may be much older than her, or the reverse. If he stands his ground, not to 
take her, then what follows:

Verse 9. Then his brother's wife will come to him in front of the elders, and loose the 
shoe off of his right foot – this demonstrates his giving up his right unto her. This, being bare 
foot, put him in reproach, as a lesser man, a stranger, servant or slave. She would also spit in 
his face – token of shame and disgrace.

This because he will not build up his brother's house.

Verse 10. A mark of infamy upon his family (his family name shall be called in Israel): 
the house of the man that has his shoe loosed. The woman would then be free to marry 
another – a certificate was given to her by the court. This man also is given one, where he is 
permitted to marry another, as well.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 25:11-19.

11 ¶ When men strive together one with another, and the wife of the one draweth near for 
to deliver her husband out of the hand of him that smiteth him, and putteth forth her hand, 
and taketh him by the secrets:
12 then thou shalt cut off her hand, thine eye shall not pity her.
13 ¶ Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a small:
14 thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a small:
15 but thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou 
have: that thy days may be lengthened in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
16 For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the 
LORD thy God.

The Command to Blot Out Amalek
17 ¶ Remember what Am'alek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of 
Egypt;
18 how he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble 
behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God.
19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine 
enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to 
possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Am'alek from under heaven; thou shalt
not forget it.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 25:11-19.

Verse 11. When two men are at odds, fighting together with blows and the wife of the 
one that is weaker and is likely to be injured by the other, comes near to the other man who is 
beating him and put forth her hand to grab him by his genitals (in Hebrew no obscene words 
were to be used) to disable him from having children, as well as get him off of her husband:

Verse 12. Then her hand is to be cut off, by the civil magistrate. This is to deter women 
from immodest as well as injurious action. Jewish tradition includes the paying of a price for 
the hand, to not cut it off. If not paid (a valuable price), the hand will be cut off. She is not to 
be pitied.

Verse 13. They are not to have different weights (stones) in their bags. The stone was a 
weight measure. A commodity was valued by its weight. Therefore one was not to have 
different weights – lighter to sell with, heavier to buy with.

Verse 14. They shall not have different measures for a bushel – not a large and a small -
which would cheat others.

Verse 15. They are to have perfect and just weights and measures – the standard of the 
country. Thereby their days may be lengthened in the land their God gives them.

Verse 16. All those that do such things that are not just or right are an abomination 
unto the Lord their God.

Verse 17. Remember what Amalek did against them, fought them at Rephidim (Exodus 
17:18) as they were traveling on the road, just out of Egypt, unprovoked.

Verse 18. They ambushed them from behind and where the women and children were, 
those men that were weak and sickly. All were faint and weary, with a lack of water. He did not
fear God, but had no mercy upon the Israelites.

Verse 19. Therefore when the Lord gives them rest from all their enemies around them 
(in Canaan, free from all the neighboring nations) (not until the time of Saul).

Then they would be at liberty to go and blot out the memory of Amalek from under 
heaven (utterly destroy them – nothing left behind). They shall not forget the unkindness of 
Amalek, or this order to destroy him – even in the days of "the King Messiah shall it not be 
forgotten", from the Targum of Jonathan.
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Lesson XXVI

Deuteronomy chapter 26.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 26:1-11.

The Firstfruits and the Tithe
1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein;
2 that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy 
land that the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the 
place which the LORD thy God shall choose to place his name there.
3 And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I 
profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am come unto the country which the LORD 
sware unto our fathers for to give us.
4 And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before the altar 
of the LORD thy God.
5 ¶ And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was 
my father; and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a 
nation, great, mighty, and populous:
6 and the Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage:
7 and when we cried unto the LORD God of our fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and 
looked on our affliction, and our labor, and our oppression:
8 and the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an 
outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders:
9 and he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that 
floweth with milk and honey.
10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O LORD, hast 
given me. And thou shalt set it before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy 
God:
11 and thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD thy God hath given unto 
thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 26:1-19.

Verse 1. When they come into Canaan, it must be remembered that it is their God's gift 
to them – they have not earned it by any merit of their own. God gives it as their inheritance 
to possess and live in. once they were settled therein they would have certain commands to 
obey.

Verse 2. They were to take certain first fruits of the earth as an offering to the Lord. The
amount was not fixed but left to their generosity. The tradition was 1 out of 60, and put into a 
basket, of 7 general kinds, all in one basket. They shall all be brought to the place where their 
God chooses: ultimately Jerusalem. To be carried on their shoulder in the place of public 
worship, denoting reverence to God and his blessings.

Verse 3. They shall go to the high priest with their offering of praise: they were to say 
unto him: I am come into the country which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us. They 
brought the proof and benefit of God's gift and blessing of them.
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This was a type, pointing to Christ: the first-fruits of them that slept, first-begotten 
from the dead, the sign of the resurrection of His people: Christians in general who are the 
first-fruits of God and of the Lamb: who are to offer sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving to 
God through Christ.

Verse 4. The priest shall take the offering (basket) and wave it in all directions, as 
honoring the Lord of all creation; and then to set it down before the altar of the Lord their 
God.

Verse 5. He is then to speak with a loud voice: a Syrian ready to perish was my father, 
meaning Jacob. His mother was Syrian, his grandfather, Abraham was of Chaldea (a part of 
Syria). Jacob's children were born there except Benjamin.

This was to show that their present blessing was not owing to the greatness of their 
ancestors – but the gift of God and His goodness, that they were so blessed in Canaan.

After these things (famine in Canaan) he went down into Egypt with a few, and became 
there a great, populated, mighty nation.

Verse 6. And the Egyptian treated them cruelly – afflicted them by ordering their male 
children killed, and then put them in harsh servitude.

Verse 7. And when they cried out unto the Lord God of their fathers, the Lord heard 
their voice, and looked on their affliction, labor, and oppression, and He heard their cries and 
answered their needs with a deliverer.

Verse 8. And at the appointed time He brought them forth out of Egypt with works of 
an Almighty Hand, and outstretched arm. Terrible destruction: plagues, slaying their first 
born, and signs and wonders.

Verse 9. Now, after 40 years through the wilderness, He has brought them to this place 
and given them this land, flowing with milk and honey: fertility and abundance.

Verse 10. And now they have brought the first-fruits of this land, which the Lord has 
given them, He will then set the first-fruits before the Lord their God. He then will bow before 
Him in a reverent and humble manner and worship his God and Lord.

Verse 11. And they shall rejoice in all the blessings, of goodness and mercy of their God, 
given to them and their household. Also the Levite and stranger was to bring a similar 
offering.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 26:12-19.

12 ¶ When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the third year, 
which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled;
13 then thou shalt say before the LORD thy God, I have brought away the hallowed things 
out of mine house, and also have given them unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the 
fatherless, and to the widow, according to all thy commandments which thou hast 
commanded me: I have not transgressed thy commandments, neither have I forgotten them:
14 I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I taken away aught thereof for 
any unclean use, nor given aught thereof for the dead: but I have hearkened to the voice of the
LORD my God, and have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.
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15 Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the 
land which thou hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk 
and honey.
16 ¶ This day the LORD thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and 
judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.
17 Thou hast avouched the LORD this day to be thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to 
keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto his voice:
18 and the LORD hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath 
promised thee, and that thou shouldest keep all his commandments;
19 and to make thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and in name, 
and in honor; and that thou mayest be a holy people unto the LORD thy God, as he hath 
spoken.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 26:12-19.

Verse 12. All tithing of their crops, the feast of passover, on the 3rd year from the 7th 
when the land lay untilled: every year a tithe was given to the Levite; every 3 rd year it was 
eaten at home – the Levite, poor and stranger were welcome there as well - called the poor's 
tithe. A full meal they may eat within thy gates and be filled.

Verse 13. Then they shall say before their God – that they have separated all things of 
their house: those things dedicated to the Lord – given to the poor, and the Levite, the 
stranger, fatherless, and widow: as commanded by the Lord. They have not disobeyed or 
forgotten them.

Verse 14. They have not eaten thereof in mourning, taken away for unclean use, or to 
pay for coffin or grave clothes for the dead. They have to be able to honestly swear: "I have 
obeyed the word of my Lord, and done everything according to His commandments."

Verse 15. A prayer to God: look down from His holy habitation in Heaven and bless His 
people of Israel, and the land given to them, as He had sworn to their ancestors: a land 
flowing with milk and honey.

Verse 16. Moses speaks: "This day the Lord has commanded them to do these things" 
(statutes and judgments). This includes all others the Lord has ordered, to be observed and 
written (recorded) in this book. To be observed each day. They are to keep and do them with 
all their heart and soul: sincerely with their utmost ability.

Verse 17. This day they have repeated and affirmed in a most solemn manner that they 
would have no other God – only the true Creator and Preserver God to them. They shall walk 
in His ways, all His commands: and listen to His voice. To walk in all God's ways, in private 
and in public, ceremonial, moral, judicial. All under His love, grace, and mercy.

Verse 18. The Lord has pronounced them, this day, His peculiar people, above all 
others on earth: even as He promised them, one condition: if they keep all His 
commandments.

Verse 19. And the Lord promised to make them high above all nations: which he made 
worthy of praise, famous, honorable, superior to all other nations. They are to be a holy nation
unto the Lord their God, as He set them apart to be: to serve and worship Him.

End.
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Lesson XXVII

Deuteronomy chapter 27.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 27:1-13.

The Law to Be Recorded on Mount Ebal
1 And Moses with the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the 
commandments which I command you this day.
2 And it shall be, on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan unto the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaster them with 
plaster:
3 and thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art passed over, 
that thou mayest go in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, a land that floweth 
with milk and honey; as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee.
4 Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, 
which I command you this day, in mount Ebal, and thou shalt plaster them with plaster.
5 And there shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy God, an altar of stones: thou 
shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them.
6 Thou shalt build the altar of the LORD thy God of whole stones: and thou shalt offer 
burnt offerings thereon unto the LORD thy God:
7 and thou shalt offer peace offerings, and shalt eat there, and rejoice before the LORD 
thy God.
8 And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly.
9 ¶ And Moses and the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, Take heed, and 
hearken, O Israel; this day thou art become the people of the LORD thy God.
10 Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the LORD thy God, and do his commandments 
and his statutes, which I command thee this day.

The Curses at Mount Ebal
11 ¶ And Moses charged the people the same day, saying,
12 These shall stand upon mount Ger'izim to bless the people, when ye are come over 
Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Is'sachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:
13 and these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and 
Zeb'ulun, Dan, and Naph'tali.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 27:1-13.

Verse 1. After Moses had recited all the laws of God to the people, he now stood before 
them with the 70 Elders: the great Sanhedrin, the nation's council. He now exhorts them to 
keep all the commandments that he had spoken to them on this day, in the name of the Lord 
their God.

Verse 2. Then, when they pass over Jordan, into the Promised Land, which the Lord 
gives them, they are to set up great stones, and plaster them together so that words could be 
written on them and be easily seen and read.

Verse 3. They are to write all the words of God's Law upon them (a brief summary). 
After this is set up, they may go in unto the land which their God gives them, flowing with 
milk and honey. God's goodness, and also their obligation to observe God's laws as written on 
the stones. As the God of their fathers has promised them.
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Verse 4. They shall set up the stones there, unto their Lord: on Mt. Ebal.

Verse 5. There they shall build an altar unto the Lord of stones, and left rough, not 
hewn and made smooth.

Verse 6. The altar must be of whole stones; there they are to offer burnt offerings to 
their God. One as a gift of thanksgiving, the other a sin offering.

Verse 7. And they shall offer peace offerings. Part to God, to the priest, the rest to the 
owner and friend. They shall eat there and rejoice before the Lord. They would be in sight of 
the stones on which the Law was written.

Verse 8. Again, on the first stones must be written all the words of this law.

Verse 9. And Moses and the priests (of the Levites) spoke unto all Israel: the people are 
to listen and pay close attention: this day they have become the chosen people of the Lord 
their God. In a solemn and formal manner He had declared them to be His people; they as 
well here solemnly declared that He was their God.

Verse 10. For all these reasons, they are to obey the voice of the Lord their God: the 
commandments and statutes given them this day.

Verse 11. Moses gave the people orders to do all that he had told on that same day – the 
stones for the written law, and stones for the altar as follows:

Verse 12. The stones set up on Mt. Gerizim (a mountain in Samaria opposite Mt. Ebal) 
shall bless the people when they come over Jordan: They will bless the following tribes: 
Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin. The first 4 sons of 
Leah, the last 2 sons of Rachel. These on the right hand – blessed.

Verse 13. On Mt. Ebal they shall stand to curse. It was dark, dry and rocky, while Mt. 
Gerizim was fruitful, with fountains and orchards. To be cursed: Reuben, Gad, Asher, 
Zebulun, Dan and Napthali. Children of the handmaids: Gad, Asher, Dan, Naphtali. The other 
two were the eldest and youngest sons of Leah: Reuben had defiled his father's bed, thus to be 
cursed, Zebulun the last and youngest son of Leah.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 27:14-26.

14 And the Levites shall speak, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice,
15 Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the 
LORD, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place:
and all the people shall answer and say,
Amen.
16 Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
17 Cursed be he that removeth his neighbor's landmark:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
18 Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the way:
and all the people shall say,
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Amen.
19 Cursed be he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
20 Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife; because he uncovereth his father's skirt:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
21 Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
22 Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his 
mother:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
23 Cursed be he that lieth with his mother-in-law:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
24 Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbor secretly:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
25 Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.
26 Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them:
and all the people shall say,
Amen.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 27:14-26.

Verse 14. The priests of the tribe of Levi, placed in the valley between the two 
mountains, pronounced both the blessings and curses in the hearing of all the tribes of Israel, 
to which they were to answer Amen, with a loud voice, clearly.

Verse 15. This curse is upon the disobedience to the first table of the law – the nature 
and being of God, His worship and honor. Anything contrary, such as an image – carved or 
made any other way, to worship, is an abomination unto the Lord. It being produced by a 
man's craft and ascribing deity to it – the most stupid thing – to secretly worship (idolatry). 
All those that follow include things done in secret – to deter all people from ever doing them. 
And all the people shall answer, Amen.

Verse 16. Cursed be he that secretly despises his parents, and mocks and gestures 
against them, unseen by others. Honoring parents is next in order in the 10 commandments. 
The people shall say Amen. (So be it.)

Verse 17. Cursed is the man that moves his neighbor's landmark – by which he tries to 
claim for himself more ground, secretly. Amen, say the people.

Verse 18. Cursed is anyone who misdirects a blind person: to a wrong direction, or puts 
a stumbling block in his way, or a stranger who knows not the right way any better than a 
blind man. And all the people shall say, Amen.
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Verse 19. Cursed be anyone who takes advantage over them and gives them false 
information to cause them to go in the wrong way, whether in civil, moral or religious things: 
the stranger, fatherless or the widow. The people shall say Amen.

Verse 20. Cursed is he that lieth with his father's wife (as Reuben did) in his father's 
bed – uncovering his father's sheets (Deuteronomy 22:30). The people shall say Amen.

Verse 21. Cursed be he that liest with with his sister, daughter of his father or mother. 
Again, Amen.

Verse 23. Cursed is he that liest with his mother-in-law – again, incest. Again, Amen.

Verse 24. Cursed is he that kills his neighbor in secret. Some interpret this to include 
backbiting and slander (smiting with the tongue).

Verse 25. Cursed be an assassin who kills a person for money, even though the person 
is innocent of any crime. Or a false witness who lies about a man, for reward.

Verse 26. Cursed is the person that does not confirm all the words of this law, to do 
them. And continues to do so: obedience, perfect and honest, and constant. All shall say 
Amen.
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Lesson XXVIII

Deuteronomy chapter 28.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:1-14.

The Blessings of Obedience
1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD 
thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the 
LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:
2 and all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto
the voice of the LORD thy God.
3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city,
and blessed shalt thou be in the field.
4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body,
and the fruit of thy ground,
and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine,
and the flocks of thy sheep.
5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in,
and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.
7 ¶ The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy
face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.
8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that 
thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee.
9 The LORD shall establish thee a holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, 
if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.
10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD; and 
they shall be afraid of thee.
11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the 
fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy 
fathers to give thee.
12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy 
land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many 
nations, and thou shalt not borrow.
13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, 
and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy 
God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:
14 and thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to 
the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 28:1-14.

Verse 1. If the Israelites listen to and also obey all the commandments they have heard 
repeated to them by Moses, there will be positive rewards. The Lord their God will set them, 
as higher than any other nation of the earth. This did come to pass in the times of David and 
Solomon.
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Verse 2. All these blessings shall come upon them and overtake them, by the direction 
of God's providence – beyond their expectations and what they deserve. Only if they continue 
in obedience to the law. This includes only temporary blessings in Canaan.

Verse 3. They will be blessed in their cities and also in the country, rural employment, 
country villages, with plants and animals.

Verse 4. Blessed will be the fruit of their body – they will have many children, thrive to 
manhood to carry on their families. Also the fruit of their ground: gardens, orchards, fields of 
pasture and crops. Also their families of cattle (camels and donkeys). The increase of their 
cows and oxen, sheep and goats.

Verse 5. Blessed will be their baskets and first-fruits, and any vessel they are to put 
their provisions for present use – never to be empty. And also what they store up (barns, 
cellars, storehouse), they will always have enough.

Verse 6. In all their business and employments of their lives – they will be blessed. 
Whether within doors or out of doors – all their jobs, public or private, and in all their 
journeys.

Verse 7. The Lord will cause their enemies that rise up against them, to be smacked 
before the Israelites. Especially in David's time – as the Philistines, Moabites, Syrians, 
Edomites and Ammonites. They come against them in one large number, and end up running 
away in front of them in seven directions. An entire victory and rout and dispersion of an 
enemy.

Verse 8. The Lord will bless them in their storehouses, where their corn, wine, and oil 
were laid up. And in all their occupations, with crops and other trades. All they set their hand 
upon to do, the Lord will bless them in the Land which He does give to them, with health and 
long life, and abundance of all good things, milk, and honey.

Verse 9. The Lord shall establish them as a holy people unto Himself. The word of the 
Lord shall establish thee. This was promised and sworn to their fathers. Only if they keep the 
commandments and walk in the way of the lord their God.

Verse 10. All the people of the world will be able to observe that they are the people of 
the Lord their God: His children, inheritance, portion. He takes care of them, provides for 
them, protects them. As a result they will fear them.

Verse 11. The Lord will increase their affluence in good things, to richly enjoy: the fruit 
of their bodies, of the cattle, their fields, and goods. All in the land promised to their fathers.

Verse 12. The Lord will open up His treasure of rain to be given in its proper times (its 
season). This will truly bless all their agriculture activities. Their overabundance will allow 
them to lend to other nations, and never need to borrow.

Verse 13. They will be over other nations (the head) and the others will be behind them 
(the tail). Always above and not underneath. This is only possible if they listen and obey the 
Lord's commandments: observe and do!
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Verse 14. They must not turn aside from any of them as commanded this day. Not 
neglect, disobey, forget, do contrary – to the right or to the left: and not ever go after other 
gods to serve them. This was the most abominable thing to the Lord.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:15-25.

The Consequences of Disobedience
15 ¶ But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God,
to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that 
all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:
16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city,
and cursed shalt thou be in the field.
17 Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store.
18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body,
and the fruit of thy land,
the increase of thy kine,
and the flocks of thy sheep.
19 Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in,
and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out.
20 ¶ The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of 
the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.
21 The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee 
from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it.
22 The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an 
inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with 
mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.
23 And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee 
shall be iron.
24 The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come 
down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.
25 ¶ The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one 
way against them, and flee seven ways before them; and shalt be removed into all the 
kingdoms of the earth.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 25:15-25.

Verse 15. But if they turn aside and not listen and do all of the commandments and 
other laws of their God, then all the listed curses will come upon them, from the hand of God, 
and overtake them.

Verse 16. Here to the end of verse 19, the curses are listed as the reverse of the blessings
of verses 3-6.

Verses 17,18,19. They shall be cursed in the city, or in the field, the fruit of their body, 
crops, animals, their supply of food when they come in and go out.

Verse 20. The Lord will curse them by the lack of all good things, extreme poverty, in 
need of common supports of life, anguish and rebuke in all they set their hands to do: nothing 
will prosper. Until they perish quickly. Because of their wickedness in forsaking their God, 
especially idolatry.
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Verse 21. The Lord will make the pestilence to hang on to them, until it eats them up off
the land they are going to possess.

Verse 22. The Lord will hit them with things that consume them, famine, wasting 
diseases, fever – leaving only skin and bones. Inflammation – in the lungs, or burning ulcers, 
and with sword, and drought. Blasted by winds, or with mildew – all will continue until all of 
them perish.

Verse 23. The heaven over their head will be like brass – dry and hard – no rain or dew 
will be upon them. The earth under them will be like iron: hard and impenetrable – no plough
or shovel to go into it, nor anything spring (grow) out of it.

Verse 24. The Lord will turn their rain into powder and dust – which will utterly 
destroy all plants. This wind and air from heaven will come down upon them until they are all 
destroyed.

Verse 25. The Lord will cause them to be attacked by their enemies. They will go out 
against them and then run away from them in seven distractions. Thinking they would be 
victorious going out, but then have to run for their very lives in every possible direction. The 
result – they shall be taken as captives into all the kingdoms of the earth. The final fulfillment 
of this was the last destruction and dispersion of them by the Romans.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:26-37.

26 And thy carcass shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, 
and no man shall fray them away.
27 The LORD will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the 
scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.
28 The LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart:
29 and thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not 
prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall
save thee.
30 Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build a house, 
and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes 
thereof.
31 Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall 
be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall 
be given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.
32 Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall 
look, and fail with longing for them all the day long: and there shall be no might in thine hand.
33 The fruit of thy land, and all thy labors, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; 
and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway:
34 so that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.
35 The LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot 
be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head.
36 ¶ The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have known; and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood 
and stone.
37 And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations 
whither the LORD shall lead thee.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 28:26-37.

Verse 26. When they were killed by their enemies, their bodies (carcasses) would be left
in the open to be eaten by birds or wild beasts of the earth. No one would even try to keep 
these beasts away from them.

Verse 27. The Lord will smack leprosy upon them, or the one moist, that itched and was
painful, or hemorrhoids, whereof they can't be healed (botch of Egypt) by any part of men.

Verse 28. The Lord will smite them with madness and shock at the miserable 
conditions of their families and themselves are in.

Verse 29. Being blind, they will always grope in darkness even at noon-time. This 
describes the blindness of the Jews in their minds – which will not keep them on the Godly 
path, but following their lusts into calamities. And others will oppress and burden them with 
tributes, fines, taxes, every day of their lives. No man shall save them.

Verse 30. When a man marries a woman, before he can take her home to consummate 
the marriage, another man shall take her and lie with her. He shall build a house, and not lie 
there. He shall plant a vineyard and not gather the grapes thereof.

Verse 31. His ox will be killed in front of him, and he will not eat any of it. An enemy 
will kill the ox to feed their troops. Their donkey taken as well and not returned. Their sheep 
will be taken by their enemies, and no one to help rescue them.

Verse 32. Their sons and daughters will be taken from them and given to another 
people. This happened to a greater extent by the Romans, and later by popes. They shall long 
to see them again, "all the day long". They will have no way (to force) their return: no "might 
in their hand".

Verse 33. The crops they have, and all their labor these crops will be eaten up by a 
nation they don't even know. They will continually be oppressed and crushed, always.

Verse 34. All of these shocking things they will see, will at times drive them mad, 
sometimes to destroy themselves.

Verse 35. The Lord will smite them with a sore botch (boils and ulcers0 from the 
bottom of their feet unto the top of their head (as Job was).

Verse 36. The Lord will bring them and their chosen king unto a nation, not before 
known who will rule over them, forcing them to serve other gods of wood and stone (as in 
Babylon) or "pay tribute" to those that had idols of wood and stone (the Targum of Jonathan).

Verse 37. They will become an astonishment to the nations around them that hear of 
their overthrow and captivity, their miserable conditions. They will be a proverb (byword) 
among all the nations where their Lord leads them. Both for the wickedness committed by 
them, and by the bad way they were treated by the nations among whom they would be (as by 
the Babylonians).
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:38-48.

38 Thou shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt gather but little in; for the 
locust shall consume it.
39 Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor 
gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them.
40 Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself 
with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his fruit.
41 Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go 
into captivity.
42 All thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.
43 The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very high; and thou shalt come 
down very low.
44 He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, and thou 
shalt be the tail.
45 Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake 
thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy 
God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which he commanded thee.
46 And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and upon thy seed for ever.
47 ¶ Because thou servedst not the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of 
heart, for the abundance of all things;
48 therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies, which the LORD shall send against thee, in 
hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of 
iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed thee.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 28:38-48.

Verse 38. They will sow plenty of seed, but gather little at the harvest, a small crop. And
locusts will consume it.

Verse 39. They will plant vineyards, prune them and expect much fruit, but they won't 
gather the grapes, or drink any wine from them. A particular type of worm shall eat them.

Verse 40. They will have olive trees in several parts of their land (Canaan) but not 
anoint themselves with the oil. Their trees will cast off their fruit before it's ripe: winds, 
mildew, or other means.

Verse 41. They will have children (boys and girls) but they will be taken from them: 
carried away as captives by foreign powers.

Verse 42. Locusts will consume all their fruit of their land and trees – grass, herbs, 
corn, and all green trees.

Verse 43. The stranger among them will rise above them very high, in power, authority,
honor and dignity. This when in their own country. The Israelites will become their vassal and
slave: very low.

Verse 44. He will lend to the Israelite, but they won't be able to lend to him (the 
stranger, of another nation). He shall be the ruler (head), the Israelites the subjects to him 
(the tail).
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Verse 45. All the earlier related curses and those that follow shall come upon them 
(pursue and overtake them). As a people, they will be destroyed because they didn't listen and 
obey their God – keep His commands and statutes.

Verse 46. These curses will be upon them, very visible, as signs of Gods' wrath upon 
them, the fulfillment of prophecy – an astonishing wonder. And also that they continue to be a
distinct people And upon their offspring (seed) for ever.

Verse 47. Because they had not served the Lord their God, with joy and a glad heart – 
for the abundance of all things they enjoyed in Canaan.

Verse 48. Therefore they will serve their enemies, which the Lord will send against 
them: Assyrians, Chaldeans, Babylonians, Romans. They would then be in hunger, thirst, 
naked, lacking of all good things (clothing, common necessities, lacking adequate food). They 
will have a yoke on their necks – subject to their enemies. They will not be able to force it off. 
They will go on until the Lord destroys them by the Romans.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:49-58.

49 The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift 
as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;
50 a nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor show 
favor to the young:
51 and he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed: 
which also shall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of 
thy sheep, until he have destroyed thee.
52 And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, 
wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates 
throughout all thy land, which the LORD thy God hath given thee.
53 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy 
daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, 
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee:
54 so that the man that is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye shall be evil toward 
his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the remnant of his children which 
he shall leave:
55 so that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children whom he shall eat: 
because he hath nothing left him in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies 
shall distress thee in all thy gates.
56 The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole 
of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the 
husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter,
57 and toward her young one that cometh out from between her feet, and toward her 
children which she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege 
and straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.
58 ¶ If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, 
that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD;
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 28:49-58.

Verse 49. A nation from afar is considered to be Rome which gathered its troops as far 
as England and France and Spain to make war with the Jews. And their troops were swift as 
an eagle having sighted its prey. Its language widely different from theirs as well.

Verse 50. The nation was of fierce face – cruel, unmerciful, without compassion – no 
matter what age or sex. As the Romans to the Jews.

Verse 51. They will eat the offspring: ox, sheep, goats. Also the fruit of their land: wheat,
barley, figs, grapes, olives, dates, pomegranates. This will be done until there is none left. This 
will continue, including corn, wine, and oil, and the offspring of their sheep: until they are 
destroyed.

Verse 52. They will be besieged in all their cities and towns with walls, gates, and bars 
for security. Even their best defenses and high walls, strongly fortified would be overcome: 
best method known was the battering ram of the Romans.

That they will be besieged all over their land is repeated for its certainty. They should 
not trust in or have confidence in their own outward strength. This was done by Assyrians, 
and Babylonians, and then the Romans – in all of the land given them by the Lord: all was 
taken and demolished.

Verse 53. In the siege, a famine shall result. All within the city will be eaten up; nothing 
can be brought in. This would lead to this most barbarous act of eating their own children. 
History records this happening in the siege upon Jerusalem by Samaritans, Babylonians, and 
last by the Romans.

Verse 54. Both the rich man (tender and delicate) would look down on his brother, 
wife, or children. He would put his needs first and battle for any morsel of any food, anytime, 
anywhere.

Verse 55. AT the extreme when he would eat his own children, no part would be shared 
with anyone. He shall have nothing at all left in the siege. Anything that could be made into 
food was eaten – even to pets, and things made of leather.

Verse 56. Even the tender and delicate woman – who was used to the finest, best 
prepared, and most careful of every step: she would put herself first in need for every bite or 
morsel available, and grudge her husband and children of any and every bit: even to grabbing 
it from their mouth.

Verse 57. And her offspring (from between her feet) and also later of the children she 
bears she will eat because of the siege, and the distress and lacking of anything to eat 
otherwise. The only alternative was to starve and painfully die.

Verse 58. The Israelites must be prepared to obey all the words of this law, written in 
this book, respect highly the glorious and fearful Name of the Lord their God.
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Scripture. Deuteronomy 28:59-68.

59 then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even 
great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.
60 Moreover, he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; 
and they shall cleave unto thee.
61 Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them
will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed.
62 And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God.
63 And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to 
multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; 
and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.
64 And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and stone.
65 And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have 
rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of 
mind:
66 and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt
have none assurance of thy life:
67 in the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, 
Would God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.
68 And the LORD shall bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I spake 
unto thee, Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall be sold unto your enemies for 
bondmen and bondwomen, and no man shall buy you.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 28:59-68.

Verse 59. The Lord will make their plagues astonishing to all that see them which will 
continue from generation to generation: great in quality and in quantity, lasting and durable. 
And also sore sicknesses of long continuance.

Verse 60. Also add all the diseases of Egypt (those brought upon Egypt when refusing 
to let Israel go). Which they feared when in Egypt. When upon them they shall stick with 
them, to not be easily gotten rid of.

Verse 61. Even sicknesses and plagues not written herein will also come upon them, at 
any time, in any place. The Lord will bring these among them until they be destroyed.

Verse 62. Very few would be left in the land of Judea. First by Nebuchadnezzar, later by
the Romans. They were as numerous as stars and sand, but they would not obey the voice of 
the Lord their God. Even as they would not heed the voice of Jesus.

Verse 63. As the Lord had rejoiced over them, to do them good and to multiply them; 
now the Lord will rejoice to destroy them, and bring them down to nought (nothing). They 
will be plucked violently off the land which they are going to possess.
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Verse 64. The Lord will scatter them all over the world, from one end to the other, serve
deities unknown to them and their fathers. This came to pass with the idols of the Papists: 
images of the Virgin Mary, departed saints, made of wood and stone, and painted pictures.

Verse 65. Among these nations they will not be at ease, nor of certain security (the sole 
of their feet find rest). They would be moved about, be fined and taxed, and carefully watched 
for deviations from their laws. Their hearts will tremble – a gift of the Lord. This hope of 
deliverance will fall flat, their minds left in sorrow.

Verse 66. They will be in continual doubt, having fear in the day and the night. No 
confidence of their life continuing, but in constant fear of it being taken away.

Verse 67. In the morning they would pray to God that it was evening. Their fear of some
calamity taking place. In the evening they would say: "would God that it was morning", 
fearing the worst possibilities would happen in the darkness of the night. They would also see 
dreadful things happening around them; cruelty, torture, mistreatment, hard labor.

Verse 68. The Lord shall bring them again into Egypt with ships. This was fulfilled in 
Roman times when Israel was destroyed, and uncounted numbers were sent to Egypt by the 
Romans (Ptolemy and later by Adrian). So many would be taken and sold as slaves (bondmen,
and bondwomen) to their enemies, until no one was left to buy the rest of them. They then will
offer themselves for sale. There were too many, and they were hated (despised). They were 
considered more than useless; worthless.

End.
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Lesson XXIX

Deuteronomy chapter 29.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 29:1-15.

The LORD's Covenant with Israel in Moab
1 These are the words of the covenant, which the LORD commanded Moses to make with
the children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which he made with them in 
Horeb.
2 ¶ And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them, Ye have seen all that the LORD 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all 
his land;
3 the great temptations which thine eyes have seen, the signs, and those great miracles:
4 yet the LORD hath not given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, 
unto this day.
5 And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon 
you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot.
6 Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine or strong drink: that ye might 
know that I am the LORD your God.
7 And when ye came unto this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon, and Og the king of 
Bashan, came out against us unto battle, and we smote them:
8 and we took their land, and gave it for an inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to the 
Gadites, and to the half tribe of Manas'seh.
9 Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all that 
ye do.
10 ¶ Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel,
11 your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the hewer of thy 
wood unto the drawer of thy water:
12 that thou shouldest enter into covenant with the LORD thy God, and into his oath, 
which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this day:
13 that he may establish thee today for a people unto himself, and that he may be unto 
thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.
14 ¶ Neither with you only do I make this covenant and this oath;
15 but with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, and also 
with him that is not here with us this day:

Commentary on Deuteronomy 29:1-15.

Verse 1. Another covenant the Lord was about to make with the people of Israel: 
beginning with this verse to the end of this book.

These are the words of the covenant with promises of grace and good things (including 
Jews and Gentiles). These were commanded by the Lord to Moses in Moab. Beside the Sinai 
covenant – now 40 years later. It includes declarations of grace not made before: respecting 
the repenting and returning Israelites, and Gentiles also. This covenant was also with the 
stranger. It relates to the time of the Messiah, the call of the Gentiles, the conversion of the 
Jews, and their return to their own land in the latter day.
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Verse 2. Moses summons the whole people together – a solemn covenant being made 
between them and their God.

Moses remind them of all the things that the Lord did in Egypt for them – unto 
Pharaoh, all his servants and all his land.

Verse 3. The great trials (the 10 plagues) which only the Lord had power to control – 
signs and great wonders.

Verse 4. Some of the Israelites had actually seen the above miracles, but without real 
understanding the power of God displayed in them; the goodness of God to them, on their 
behalf, and the vengeances on the Egyptians for not letting them go.

The Lord had not given them a heart to see and understand things spiritual – his 
special gift of His grace (Proverbs 20:12).

Verse 5. The Lord has led them 40 years in the wilderness until this day. Their clothes 
and shoes had not worn out.

Verse 6. They had not eaten common bread (of corn), made by themselves, but manna, 
food of angels. Neither have they drunk wine or strong drink, but water, even from out of the 
rock. This showed them that the Lord their God was able and willing to provide these things 
for them.

Verse 7. When they came into this place (the borders of Moab) and the local kings 
(Sihon of Heshbon and Og of Bashan) had come out against them with their armies 
(separately) and they fought them with quick success and killed them and their countries 
inhabitants.

Verse 8. Their lands were taken (Jazer, Gilead, and Bashan) fine for pasturage. It was 
given to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

Verse 9. Therefore they are called upon to keep the word of this covenant and do them. 
Then they may prosper in all that they do.

Verse 10. They stand together before their Lord this day: all the men of Israel of a 
mature age. They were gathered at the door to the tabernacle: captains of their tribes, elders, 
and officers: all the men of Israel. (Including grown up males.) Then the women and children, 
last the proselytes.

Verse 11. The little ones and wives (rarely mentioned in any special law on transaction),
and the stranger in their camp (Gentiles). The one who cut wood for various uses; and the one 
who drew water for the camp.

Verse 12. They were all to come together in this order, before the Lord: to enter into 
this covenant which the Lord their God makes with them this day.

Verse 13. This will establish them as a people of God – that He has chosen; as He has 
sworn and promised unto their fathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Verse 14. Not only with those now gathered together, but also with those that will come 
after them.
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Verse 15. Not only with those now standing together, but also with those that were 
unable to come because of illness or other reasons that prevented them.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 29:16-29.

16 (for ye know how we have dwelt in the land of Egypt; and how we came through the 
nations which ye passed by;
17 and ye have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, 
which were among them:)
18 lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth
away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there 
should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood;
19 and it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in 
his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add 
drunkenness to thirst:
20 the LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall 
smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, 
and the LORD shall blot out his name from under heaven.
21 And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all
the curses of the covenant that are written in this book of the law:
22 so that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the 
stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and 
the sicknesses which the LORD hath laid upon it;
23 and that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown, 
nor beareth, nor any grass groweth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Admah and Zebo'im, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath:
24 even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger?
25 Then men shall say, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their 
fathers, which he made with them when he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt:
26 for they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, 
and whom he had not given unto them:
27 and the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses 
that are written in this book:
28 and the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great 
indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.
29 ¶ The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 29:16-29.

Verse 16. They know how long they lived in Egypt – over 400 years. The Egyptians 
worshiped many idols. The minds of some of the Israelites were affected by these things (idols
and idol worship). They also were aware of other nations they passed by with similar idol 
worship.

Verse 17. These things were abominations to the Lord and so must be to His people. 
They were to be hated and considered as repulsive as dung – or those creatures that lived on 
dung. They had idols made of wood and stone, silver and gold among them.
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Verse 18. This warning was to prevent any person, whole family or tribe from being 
infected by the false ideas and actions of idolatry believers. They must not turn their hearts 
away this day from the Lord their God, and go and serve the gods of those nations.

Verse 19. When such a tempted man hears the words of this curse, he will think that he 
is secure from the curse of this law, flattering himself, saying "I shall have peace" - blessing 
himself in his heart, even though they are imaginations in his heart. He acts thereby as a 
thirsty man who cannot keep himself from drunkenness, growing worse and worse, farther 
from his true God.

Verse 20. Such a man the Lord will not spare – no mercy! The one guilty of the worst 
and obstinate, stubborn sin. The anger the Lord, and His jealousy will cause Him to be hot 
with passion, furious like an angry man, His breath coming through his nostrils hot as smoke. 
Such as God's wrath against such abominations. All the curses in this book will be laid upon 
such a man, guilty of all these things. His name shall be blotted out from everywhere: Israel, 
among God's people!

Verse 21. The Lord will separate him for punishment, according to all curses recorded 
in the book of the law.

Verse 22. There will be a generation to come, from their children in future times, after 
the destruction of Judea by the Romans. And strangers will come from far away for business, 
trade, or curiosity; when they see the land, without a population, now a barren wilderness, 
from the sicknesses laid upon it by the Lord.

Verse 23. The whole land has become barren. No crops were being sown, no grass, no 
produce, nothing growing there: like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboim.

Verse 24. All nations will remark, having before heard of its fruitful and pleasant, land, 
and the inhabitants had been chosen by their Lord. Now they question: why, what has lead 
Him in such heat of anger to lead to this destruction?

Verse 25. They will conclude that it was because they had forsaken the covenant of the 
Lord God of their fathers. It was made with them when He brought them out of land of Egypt.

Verse 26. For they went and served other so-called gods and worshiped them. Stranger 
to them, followed in their stupidity, receiving no benefit from idols of wood and stone, silver 
and gold.

Verse 27. The anger of the Lord was kindled against the Israelites because of this and 
their open ingratitude – to bring upon them all the curses of this book.

Verse 28. And the Lord rooted them out of their land. By the Babylonians, and later by 
the Romans, who destroyed their land and cast them out as it would be until 1948.

Verse 29. The secrete things respecting the people of Israel belong to their Lord and 
God. But to believers of the Israelites and their children forever, they will keep this book for to
do all the words of this law. These show the wonderful goodness and consideration of God in 
sharing His will to the sons of men.
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Lesson XXX

Deuteronomy chapter 30.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 30:1-10.

The Conditions for Restoration and Blessing
1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee,
2 and shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;
3 that then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered
thee.
4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the 
LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:
5 and the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and 
thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers.
6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love 
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.
7 And the LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that 
hate thee, which persecuted thee.
8 And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day.
9 And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in the 
fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the 
LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers:
10 if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments 
and his statutes which are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 30:1-10.

Verse 1. And it shall come to pass (what has been declared, pronounced, foretold in the 
3 preceding chapters): the blessings and the curses – blessing upon those that pay regard to 
God's will, and curses upon the disobedient. When they are scattered among all the nations 
God has scattered them unto, they will recollect the promises and the coming to pass over 
their history of captivities, and present dispersion.

Verse 2. They shall repent and return to the Lord their God. They will obey His voice, 
according to the commandments of this day – and their children also. With all their heart and 
all their soul. This will bring about the following:

Verse 3. The Lord their God will return them from their captivity, both temporal and 
spiritual by His grace and mercy. He will gather them from all the nations where they were 
scattered. The final end of this prophecy and promise will be completed by the coming of their
king, the Messiah.
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Verse 4. Even those driven out to the uttermost parts of the whole earth, as God is 
completely and always aware of: so will He fetch and gather them from thence. By the hands 
of King Messiah.

Verse 5. Their Lord and God will bring them into the land their fathers possessed, they 
shall possess. He will bless them in multiple ways, and increase their population more than 
ever before, as the sand of the sea.

Verse 6. No longer the circumcision of the flesh will be necessary. Their hearts and 
those of their seed will be circumcised by the Lord. A spiritual circumcision. A thorough 
awareness of sin, they will repent and turn themselves to the cleansing Spirit of repentance 
and forgiveness from God – in Christ. And they will obey the Lord their God will all their heart
and soul. Thus will their lives be eternal.

Verse 7. Their Lord will put all these curses upon their enemies: those that hated and 
persecuted them. The Turks and Papists: the Turks having taken over their land, the Papists 
persecuting them wherever they were (in many countries).

Verse 8. They shall return; and obey their Lord – to do all the commands of this day!

Verse 9. And their Lord and God will bless them greatly in every work of their hands, 
they will abound in good things. He will bless them with many children (fruit of their body), 
and increase among their cattle (oxen and sheep); and the fruit of their land for good.

The Lord will again rejoice over them for good, as he had their ancestors (as in the days
of David and Solomon).

Verse 10. As it is promised, when they shall listen to the voice of their Lord and His 
word, and they should obey his voice, and keep His commandments and statutes – written in 
this book of the Law, all of a moral nature; and if they turn unto the Lord their God with all 
their heart and soul, they shall return to this land, as promised (verse 8).

Scripture. Deuteronomy 30:11-20.

11 ¶ For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, 
neither is it far off.
12 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring 
it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?
13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?
14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do
it.
15 ¶ See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil;
16 in that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to 
keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.
17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and 
worship other gods, and serve them;
18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong 
your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it.
19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
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20 that thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest 
dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to give them.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 30:11-20.

Verse 11. This commandment, concerning the conversion of the Jews: it is neither 
hidden, nor far off.

Verse 12. Though formed in heaven, it was sent down to earth. The Israelites shall have 
no reason to complain and question – who will go up to heaven and get it, and bring it down 
for them – then they can hear it and do it.

Verse 13. Neither is it beyond the sea, that they must send someone "over the sea" to 
bring it back so they can hear it and do it.

Verse 14. God's Word is very close to them. It has faithfully been preached unto them 
by Moses, and in their memory, where they know it and have the ability to accept it in their 
heart to also obey it. By their mouth they can confess their decision to belief God and obey 
Him.

Verse 15. Moses again reminds them of what he has set before them: to obey God or 
not: choose life and good, or death and evil.

Verse 16. This day Moses is commanding them to love the Lord their God (the first 
table of the Law – the whole worship of the Lord) to walk in His ways, His laws, moral, 
ceremonial and judicial. Thereby they will live and have children (in Canaan). The Lord will 
bless them in the land where they are going to possess. All good things, health and happiness.

Verse 17. But if in their hearts, they turn away from the true God, and refuse to listen 
and obey His voice, but be drawn away by the bad example of others and worship other so-
called gods and serve them:

Verse 18. Moses warns them this day that this will only lead to them perishing, for 
certain.

They will not prolong their days across the Jordan whither they are going to possess.

Verse 19. Moses calls for heaven and earth to make note this day – he has set before 
this people the choice: life or death; blessing or cursing. Obedience and disobedience to the 
law of God. Therefore must they actually choose to live: they and their children, by obeying 
God's law, in Canaan.

Verse 20. This will bring them to love the Lord their God, obey His Word, His voice, 
His worship: He is their life, and the length of their days. Thereby they will dwell in the land 
promised to their fathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

End!
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Lesson XXXI

Deuteronomy chapter 31.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 31:1-13.

Joshua Commissioned as Moses' Successor
1 And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel.
2 And he said unto them, I am a hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go 
out and come in: also the LORD hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan.
3 The LORD thy God, he will go over before thee, and he will destroy these nations from 
before thee, and thou shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the 
LORD hath said.
4 And the LORD shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, 
and unto the land of them, whom he destroyed.
5 And the LORD shall give them up before your face, that ye may do unto them according
unto all the commandments which I have commanded you.
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God,
he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
7 ¶ And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong 
and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath 
sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.
8 And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.
9 ¶ And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders of Israel.
10 And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity 
of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles,
11 when all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall 
choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.
12 Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger that is 
within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, 
and observe to do all the words of this law:
13 and that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear 
the LORD your God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 31:1-13.

Verse 1. Moses again called all the people to come together for him to speak the 
following words: at the tabernacle:

Verse 2. He told them that on this day he was 120 years old. By the Lord's will, he can 
no longer go out and come in as their ruler and governor – it was the will of God. He was also 
not to go over the river Jordan into Canaan. This work reserved for Joshua (a type of Christ).

Verse 3. The Lord their God will go before them, therefore they have nothing to fear 
from their enemies. He will destroy those nations in front of them: 7 nations, that they will 
then possess. Joshua would lead them as their general, to defeat their enemies and take 
possession of the land and divide it to them: as the Lord has said.
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Verse 4. As He did to Sihon and Og (kings of the Amorites) and unto their land given to 
the Israelites. This would the Lord do for them in Canaan.

Verse 5. The Lord will deliver them up to the Israelites in front of their eyes; thereby 
they will do as the Lord commands them: to utterly destroy them, especially altars, groves, 
images.

Verse 6. They are to be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be afraid of them. Their 
Lord goes with them. He will not fail or forsake them. This is especially true of every true 
believer in the Lord.

Verse 7. Moses called for Joshua to come to him before all Israel. He told Joshua: "Be 
strong and of a great courage." This was necessary more than ever before. He must lead and 
go with this people into Canaan, as promised by the Lord to their fathers, to possess and 
inherit it. And without Moses.

Verse 8. And their Lord: He will go before them and be with them, to guide and direct, 
strengthen and protect, until complete conquest of Canaan. Let nothing make them fearful or 
confused or insecure – the Lord will be with them.

Verse 9. Moses wrote these 5 books of the Law and delivered it to the priests, the sons 
of Levi – teachers of the Law. They also carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord. Also to the
elders of Israel: judges and civil magistrates of each tribe. Jewish tradition states that Moses 
made 13 copies of these 5 books – one for each tribe, and one placed in the ark of the 
covenant.

Verse 10. Moses next commanded them about the end of every seventh year – the year 
of the release of debtors, in the feast of tabernacles. The Law was to be read, at this time, when
the fruits of the land, the crops thereof were gathered in – the best and proper time.

Verse 11. When all the males of Israel were called to appear before the Lord (feast of 
Tabernacles, for the reading of the Law). In the chosen place – later, before the temple in 
Jerusalem. This law shall be read so all can hear. Joshua is recorded as doing this (Joshua 
8:35).

Verse 12. There were times when all Israelites, and strangers among them were to be 
gathered together to listen to the king read the Law – that they may hear and learn to gain the 
true knowledge and understanding of them: and fear the Lord their God: to serve and worship
and obey all the words of this Law.

Verse 13. This begins the children's awareness and beginning knowledge of God's law – 
which they are to also pay attention to and obey – to learn the fear (respect and honor their 
Lord and God). Thus to be brought up. This is to be done as long as they live in this land of 
Canaan, over Jordan.

440

http://www.biblestudylessonspdf.info/


Commentary on Leviticus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers - www.BibleStudyLessonsPDF.info

Deuteronomy 31:14-30.

14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: call 
Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a 
charge. And Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
15 And the LORD appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of the 
cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle.
16 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this 
people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither they 
go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with 
them.
17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I 
will hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall 
befall them; so that they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our 
God is not among us?
18 And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought,
in that they are turned unto other gods.
19 Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in 
their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel.
20 For when I shall have brought them into the land which I sware unto their fathers, that 
floweth with milk and honey; and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; 
then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and provoke me, and break my covenant.
21 And it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles are befallen them, that this 
song shall testify against them as a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of 
their seed: for I know their imagination which they go about, even now, before I have brought 
them into the land which I sware.
22 Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught it the children of Israel.
23 ¶ And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong and of a good 
courage: Josh. 1.6 for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware unto 
them: and I will be with thee.

The Law to Be Placed in the Ark
24 ¶ And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in 
a book, until they were finished,
25 that Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
saying,
26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.
27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this 
day, ye have been rebellious against the LORD; and how much more after my death?
28 Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these 
words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them.
29 For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from 
the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because ye 
will do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger through the work of your hands.

The Song of Moses
30 ¶ And Moses spake in the ears of all the congregation of Israel the words of this song, 
until they were ended.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 31:14-30.

Verse 14. On the same day the Lord told Moses that the time of his death was drawing 
very near. The time beyond which he cannot pass. He must call Joshua and go with him to the 
tabernacle for further orders from the Lord. The two obeyed and went before the Lord.

Verse 15. The Lord appeared in the pillar of cloud, over the door of the tabernacle.

Verse 16. The Lord said unto Moses – his death was at hand: a familiar phrase – to 
assure of an afterlife: "thou shall sleep with thy fathers".

When Joshua and Moses and the elders of Israel are gone, the children of Israel will go 
after the so-called Gods of the Canaanites, and will forsake the Lord their God, breaking the 
covenant the Lord had made with them.

Verse 17. The Lord's anger will be kindled against them that day. They will be devoured.
The Lord will forsake them, leaving them to suffer many troubles and evils. They will say that 
this was happening to them because their God was no longer among them, but not recognize 
that it was because of their sins against Him.

Verse 18. The Lord will turn from them – because of all the evils they had done – 
especially idolatry – turned unto other gods, the most provoking to their Lord.

Verse 19. The Lord is about to give them a song to teach the children of Israel: in order 
to retain in their memory: in verse. Beginning – in later times this song would remind them 
when the evils will fall upon them because of their sins against their Lord.

Verse 20. When the Lord brings them into this "Promised Land" (their fathers) and 
have eaten overmuch and become fat: then they will turn to other gods, and serve them. This 
will provoke the Lord.

Verse 21. When that happens (evils and troubles) this song will be like a witness 
testifying against them. Their children will also remember this.

The Lord knows that even now these men are thinking about it even before they enter 
the Promised Land.

Verse 22. Moses therefore wrote this song the same day: and taught it to the children of
Israel. He instructed them in the meaning and to think about its meaning, being from their 
Lord.

Verse 23. Moses gave Joshua, son of Nun, a charge from the Lord: be strong and have 
great courage, for he will bring the Israelites into the land which He had promised them – the 
Lord will fulfill His Word.

Verse 24. And it happened, when Moses completed this book (concluding the 5 books 
known as the Pentateuch) except a few verses at the end of chapter 34 by either Joshua or 
Ezra.

Verse 25. Moses commanded the Levites (the priests) which carried the ark of the 
covenant – to put the Law in the side of the ark.
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Verse 26. The whole Pentateuch will be put in the side of the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord their God. A box or chest on the right side of the ark. It will be there for a witness against
the Israelites – when they transgress any of the laws within them.

Verse 27. Moses knows about their rebellion and stiff necks, and murmuring, to the 
extent of the golden calf, and even at the present time. How much more will they be guilty of 
after his own death!

Verse 28. Moses states that after his death, they will utterly corrupt themselves: turning
aside from the commandments of their God. And evil will come upon them in the latter days. 
Their evils will be done in the Lord's sight, the most provoking being idolatry and all 
abominations that includes.

Moses spoke to the elders and their officers these words, and calls heaven and earth to 
bear witness that he delivered this song to the Israelites. They had been warned and severely 
threatened with serious punishment if and when they disobey. No excuses!

Verse 29. Moses knows that after his death they will utterly corrupt themselves and 
turn aside from God's commandment: and evil will befall them in the latter days. Their evil 
ways will provoke the Lord to anger; their worst being idols, and the worship of them.

Verse 30. Moses taught all those gathered before him, this song, until they were ended: 
the following chapter: verses 1-43.
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Lesson XXXII

Deuteronomy chapter 32.

The song mentioned in the previous chapters

Deuteronomy 32:1-18

1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak;
and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.
2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distil as the dew,
as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as the showers upon the grass:
3 because I will publish the name of the LORD:
ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect:
for all his ways are judgment:
a God of truth and without iniquity,
just and right is he.
5 They have corrupted themselves,
their spot is not the spot of his children:
they are a perverse and crooked generation.
6 Do ye thus requite the LORD,
O foolish people and unwise?
Is not he thy father that hath bought thee?
Hath he not made thee, and established thee?
7 Remember the days of old,
consider the years of many generations:
ask thy father, and he will show thee;
thy elders, and they will tell thee.
8 When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance,
when he separated the sons of Adam,
he set the bounds of the people
according to the number of the children of Israel.
9 For the LORD's portion is his people;
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.
10 He found him in a desert land,
and in the waste howling wilderness;
he led him about, he instructed him,
he kept him as the apple of his eye.
11 As an eagle stirreth up her nest,
fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them on her wings:
12 so the LORD alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with him.
13 He made him ride on the high places of the earth,
that he might eat the increase of the fields;
and he made him to suck honey out of the rock,
and oil out of the flinty rock;
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14 butter of kine, and milk of sheep,
with fat of lambs,
and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,
with the fat of kidneys of wheat;
and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.
15 But Jesh'urun waxed fat, and kicked:
thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick,
thou art covered with fatness;
then he forsook God which made him,
and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.
16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods,
with abominations provoked they him to anger.
17 They sacrificed unto devils, not to God;
to gods whom they knew not,
to new gods that came newly up,
whom your fathers feared not.
18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful,
and hast forgotten God that formed thee.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 32:1-18.

Verse 1. The heavens and the earth are called upon to pay close attention to these words
– being things of great and lasting importance, would ever be witnesses for God against His 
people if they did not heed them.

Verse 2. As a prayer that his doctrine will drop upon them as rain, to penetrate their 
hearts and produce good effects as also the dew. This is the Gospel of Christ, the doctrine of 
mercy and grace through Him. A gift of God from heaven, as the rain.

Verse 3. He will proclaim His Name, ascribe all honor, glory and greatness unto Him, 
over the heavens and the earth.

Verse 4. He is Jehovah, the rock, indestructible, enduring forever; His work is perfect, 
even unto redemption and salvation. God is of truth without any iniquity. Just and upright is 
He. The author and finisher of faith; Who is faithful.

Verse 5. They have corrupted themselves. These have their own spots: stained and 
polluted be their sins. Not the spot of His children who are true believers in their Lord and 
God. The Israelites are a perverse and crooked generation – who walked contrary to the will of
God.

Verse 6. Oh why do they so disregard the Lord and His Word: they are foolish and 
unwise, ungrateful: did He not give birth to them as a people; He redeemed them from 
bondage in Egypt, established and settled them in Canaan.

Verse 7. They must look over their history, ask their elders, and inquire of in the books 
of Moses to follow the story of how their present situation came about – consult the wise men 
and prophets. They shall teach you.
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Verse 8. When the Most High brought to pass the dividing of the nations (the people 
from the sons of Noah). He set the bounds of them, to prepare Canaan for the number of the 
children of Israel.

Verse 9. The Lord's people, set apart early on in Jacob, were His inheritance – so He set
apart the land of Canaan for the children of Israel.

Verse 10. He found them in a wild wilderness, windy and scarce of water and food. The 
Lord led them about, and instructed them continually. He keeps them safe from all evil and 
every enemy.

Verse 11. As the mother eagle flutters over her nest or young: to awaken, stirs up, and 
gets them out of it, on her wings, and takes away their fear of flying on their own. The Lord 
takes care and bears the children of Israel as an eagles' wings, carried and saved them all the 
days of old, raising them in near communion with Himself.

Verse 12. So did the Lord lead them, out of Egypt, through the wilderness 40 years, to 
the land of Canaan, as a pillar of cloud, and of fire.

Verse 13. On the land of Canaan, The Lord made the Israelites to take over (ride on) the
towers, castles, and fortified places (on hills and mountains) and possess them. They would 
also have the local crops to possess (the increase of the fields, corn for bread). Honey out of 
their nests of bees in hollows of the rock; oil out of olives from olive trees which grew on flinty 
rocks - "The Mount of Olives".

Verse 14. Butter, made from the milk of cows. Also from the milk of sheep, very 
wholesome and nourishing. Rams and goats, the bread of Bashan. The best wheat, the grains 
pump and full. Pure red wine of the grape, pure and unmixed.

Verse 15. But the Jeshurun (another name for the Israelites) waxed fat and kicked. 
Outwardly very prosperous, they disobeyed the laws of God, moral and ceremonial (and used 
idolatry). But they kept on, getting fatter, thicker, more ungrateful and rebellious to the point 
of forsaking their Lord Who made them and lightly esteemed the rock of their salvation: the 
Author of it.

Verse 16. They provoked Him to anger with their strange false gods and idols, 
abominations to their Lord.

Verse 17. They sacrificed unto the devil's creation of false and unreal gods, completely 
new to them. Their ancestors had paid no attention or regard to them.

Verse 18. The Rock that fathered them (verse 15), the Very Word of God the Israelites 
now chose to forget, put aside and ignore.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 32:19-31.

19 And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them,
because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters.
20 And he said, I will hide my face from them,
I will see what their end shall be:
for they are a very froward generation,
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children in whom is no faith.
21 They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God;
they have provoked me to anger with their vanities:
and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people;
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.
22 For a fire is kindled in mine anger,
and shall burn unto the lowest hell,
and shall consume the earth with her increase,
and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.
23 I will heap mischiefs upon them;
I will spend mine arrows upon them.
24 They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat,
and with bitter destruction:
I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them,
with the poison of serpents of the dust.
25 The sword without, and terror within,
shall destroy both the young man and the virgin,
the suckling also with the man of gray hairs.
26 I said, I would scatter them into corners,
I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among men:
27 were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy,
lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely,
and lest they should say, Our hand is high,
and the LORD hath not done all this.
28 For they are a nation void of counsel,
neither is there any understanding in them.
29 O that they were wise, that they understood this,
that they would consider their latter end!
30 How should one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,
except their Rock had sold them,
and the LORD had shut them up?
31 For their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemies themselves being judges.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 32:19-31.

Verse 19. And when the Lord saw the unbelievers provoking His sons and daughters 
(who were the believers in Him), and the persecution of them.

Verse 20. The Lord passed sentence upon these unbelievers He would hide His face 
from them. He will see what their end shall be. He shall bring His wrath upon them to the 
uttermost, and view it with delight – because they were such a perverse and contrary 
generation – who ignored God and were contrary to all other people: obstinate, stubborn, 
inflexible: children in whom was no faith.

Verse 21. They believed in false gods – bringing God to jealousy, and provoked Him to 
anger: their vanities, their own righteousness, traditions of the elders. The Lord will move 
them to be jealous of the Gentiles in general. And He will provoke them to anger with a foolish
nation (Rome).
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Verse 22. His anger is now hot as fire and shall burn in hottest center of the earth 
(hell), and increase outward, setting on fire everything upward: the foundations of the 
mountains, and consume the land of Judea, the city of Jerusalem.

Verse 23. He will heap calamity, one upon another. God will be their enemy with a 
quiver full of arrows to send upon them (as expressed in the following verses).

Verse 24. First, the arrow of famine, then shall be burnt with hunger; eaten up with 
fevers and plague. Wild beasts and poisonous serpents would also kill them when they tried to
escape from the cities under duress.

Verse 25. Outside their cities the armies with swords would kill them. Those in the 
cities under siege – terror within (famine and pestilence) and terror of the seditions within the
city. People of every age and situation and sex will be killed, even babies, and elderly people.

Verse 26. It was in His power to scatter them into several corners of the world. This 
would make any memory of the Jewish nation no longer be in anyone's memory. And yet the 
Jews continued to be a distinct people wherever they were. Now again a nation.

Verse 27. But the wrath of Satan was to be feared, and the thought be spread that their 
adversaries had been the cause and deciders of this fate of the Jews. That their power had 
done this, not the Lord their God.

Verse 28. These other nations were void of counsel – neither any understanding of 
God's Word or things of a divine or spiritual nature among them.

Verse 29. O that they were wise, wise enough to perceive and consider the latter end. 
That they would grasp the displeasure of their God against them, and His destruction of their 
nation.

Verse 30. How could a much smaller number cause a much larger number to run (in 
flight). Yet this happened when the Roman army came against the Jews in Judea. Only if their
God (their Rock) had forsaken them: to be closed in by their capture.

Verse 31. The gods of the heathens are not as the Israelites: their Rock of salvation. 
Even their enemies had to admit the power of the God of the Israelites upon occasion.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 32:32-43.

32 For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,
and of the fields of Gomorrah:
their grapes are grapes of gall,
their clusters are bitter:
33 their wine is the poison of dragons,
and the cruel venom of asps.
34 Is not this laid up in store with me,
and sealed up among my treasures?
35 To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense;
their foot shall slide in due time:
for the day of their calamity is at hand,
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and the things that shall come upon them make haste.
36 For the LORD shall judge his people,
and repent himself for his servants,
when he seeth that their power is gone,
and there is none shut up, or left.
37 And he shall say, Where are their gods,
their rock in whom they trusted,
38 which did eat the fat of their sacrifices,
and drank the wine of their drink offerings?
Let them rise up and help you,
and be your protection.
39 See now that I, even I, am he,
and there is no god with me:
I kill, and I make alive;
I wound, and I heal:
neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.
40 For I lift up my hand to heaven,
and say, I live for ever.
41 If I whet my glittering sword,
and mine hand take hold on judgment;
I will render vengeance to mine enemies,
and will reward them that hate me.
42 I will make mine arrows drunk with blood,
and my sword shall devour flesh;
and that with the blood of the slain and of the captives,
from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.
43 Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people:
for he will avenge the blood of his servants,
and will render vengeance to his adversaries,
and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 32:32-43.

Verse 32. The vine of these people was from Sodom and from the fields of Gomorrah: 
free will and self-righteousness; antiquated rights, unsound doctrine, salvation by works, 
idolatry, uncleanness. Their fruit looked beautiful without, but when touched they fell into 
ashes.

Their grapes of gall, bitter clusters: of persecution, oppression, and cruelty.

Verse 33. Their wine: poison of dragons. They drink their wine (of fornication): 
intoxication corrupt doctrines, leading to idolatry and superstition, all harmful to people's 
souls. Their source – the great dragon, that old serpent called Satan.

And the cruel venom of asps, which is incurable, its bite small, but its venom is cruel 
and deadly. Thus similar to false and pernicious doctrines leading and dragging away from the
truth.

 Verse 34. These things are laid up in God's mind and memory, if the apostate people 
and their vile practices: to be exposed at a proper time. Sealed up with His treasures of wrath. 
The vengeance of the Lord laid up for the wicked.
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Verse 35. To the Lord belongs vengeance: He will repay. Their time is fixed: in due time
their foot will slide, just before their fall. A day of darkness and calamity awaits them, and 
they will come upon them in haste.

Verse 36. The Lord will judge the true believers and do justice to them, right their 
wrongs, reign and rule over them: judge His people in mercy. There are very few left. The Lord
will visit vengeance upon their enemies.

Verse 37. He will say: where are their so-called deities: their God in Whom they 
trusted: their rock.

Verse 38. Let them (their false gods) rise up and help them, to whom they had offered 
sacrifices and drink-offerings. Let them be their protection.

Verse 39. To the people of God, He proclaims His being the only true God – there is 
none beside Him. He has power over life and death. He can wound and heal. No one can 
deliver anyone or anything out of His hand!

He can at the same time, save His own people and take their enemies into his hands, 
out of which they shall not escape.

Verse 40. The Lord lifts up His hand to heaven – a gesture used in swearing, by a divine
person (Ezekiel 20:5) and say, I live forever (the Lord liveth). Thus the Lord sweareth by 
Himself.

Verse 41. A glittering sword is a sword drawn – to what is to sharpen it. It glitters like 
lightning. A sword of justice; with His hand to take hold on judgment. His enemies will be 
rewarded with vengeance.

Verse 42. His judgment will come upon them, swiftly as arrows, piercing deeply, much 
blood coming forth. His sword will destroy a great amount of flesh (as to devour it). This was 
revenge upon the blood of the slain: from the time the enemy began to shed the blood of the 
true believers.

Verse 43. The nations of His people shall rejoice when His vengeance has been visited 
upon His enemies. He will cleanse His land and its people.

Deuteronomy 32:44-52.

44 ¶ And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in the ears of the people, he, 
and Hoshe'a the son of Nun.
45 And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel:
46 and he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify among you 
this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do, all the words of this law.
47 For it is not a vain thing for you; because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall 
prolong your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.

Moses Permitted to See the Land of Canaan
48 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying,
49 Get thee up into this mountain Ab'arim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of 
Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel for a possession:
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50 and die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron 
thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people:
51 because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the waters of 
Mer'ibah–Ka'desh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the 
children of Israel.
52 Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land 
which I give the children of Israel.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 32:44-52.

Verse 44. Moses came from the Tabernacle to the people gathered together by his 
having called them. He spoke all the words of this song to them – in their ears. Hoshea the 
son of Nun read this song to one group while Moses did to another. Hoshea was also known as
Joshua (Numbers 13:16).

Verse 45. Moses finished speaking all these words to the people of Israel from the Lord.

Verse 46. He exhorted them to set all these words which he testified to them this day – 
in their minds and their hearts, to remember and put into practice. They are also to teach 
them unto their children, and command them to obey all of them (the whole law of this book).

Verse 47. It is not a wasteful thing for them to do these things: they were very 
important and so were the consequences: obedience brought rewards as well as disobedience 
brought punishment. Obedience brought a good life, a long life, and enjoyment of all things 
when they are in the Promised Land they were about to enter, over Jordan, to possess.

Verse 48. On this same day the Lord talked to Moses (the 7th day of February).

Verse 49. He is told to get up in to the mountain Abarim to mount Nebo, in Moab (now 
possessed by Israel), across the Jordan River from Jericho in Canaan – which the Lord has 
given to the Israelites to possess. This should confirm his faith that the Israelites would 
certainly possess it.

Verse 50. He is to die in the mount where he is to go up to: to be gathered unto his 
people that had preceded him to heaven. Just as what took place when his brother Aaron died 
in Mount Hor and was gathered unto his people. And remind him how calmly, cheerfully, and 
comfortably his brother died (Numbers 26:25-29).

Verse 51. This was because they had trespassed against their Lord among the children 
of Israel. They doubted that God would give water to such doubting and unbelieving, 
rebellious people: at Meribah-kadesh, in the Zin wilderness. They had not honored and set 
apart their God in the midst of the Israelites. This was why they were not going to enter 
Canaan.

Verse 52. They will see it from afar but they will not (and did not) go into that Promised
Land as all the children of Israel were about to. Joshua will go in, in their place.
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Lesson XXXIII

Deuteronomy chapter 33.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 33:1-11.

Moses Blesses the Tribes of Israel
1 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel 
before his death.
2 And he said,
The LORD came from Si'nai,
and rose up from Se'ir unto them;
he shined forth from mount Paran,
and he came with ten thousands of saints:
from his right hand went a fiery law for them.
3 Yea, he loved the people;
all his saints are in thy hand:
and they sat down at thy feet;
every one shall receive of thy words.
4 Moses commanded us a law,
even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.
5 And he was king in Jesh'urun,
when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were gathered together.
6 Let Reuben live, and not die;
and let not his men be few.
7 ¶ And this is the blessing of Judah: and he said,
Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah,
and bring him unto his people:
let his hands be sufficient for him;
and be thou a help to him from his enemies.
8 ¶ And of Levi he said,
Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one,
whom thou didst prove at Massah,
and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Mer'ibah;
9 who said unto his father and to his mother,
I have not seen him;
neither did he acknowledge his brethren,
nor knew his own children:
for they have observed thy word,
and kept thy covenant.
10 They shall teach Jacob thy judgments,
and Israel thy law:
they shall put incense before thee,
and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar.
11 Bless, LORD, his substance,
and accept the work of his hands:
smite through the loins of them that rise against him,
and of them that hate him, that they rise not again.
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Commentary on Deuteronomy 33:1-29.

Verse 1. Before his death Moses, the man of God, blessed the children of Israel – the 
basic title of this chapter. Moses had been chosen and raised up by God, as were all of God's 
prophets. As Moses here inspired by God to bless Israel by the Spirit of prophecy, very near to 
his own death.

Verse 2. And he said what follows: the Lord came from Mt. Sinai – appeared first to 
Moses, sent him to Egypt, delivered his people from there. When they came to this mount, He 
came down on it and delivered the Law and went with Israel through the wilderness, to 
Canaan. At Edom He rose up and showed the Israelites His favor and power, kindness and 
goodness to them. Here was the brazen serpent erected to cure those bitten by fiery ones – a 
type of the glorious Redeemer and Savior (on the borders of Edom).

He shined forth from Mt. Paran. This is a metaphor of the sun continuing to rise – 
increasing in light and splendor near this mount, near the wilderness of the same name: 
Paran. Here the Spirit was given to the 70 elders. From here the spies were sent into Canaan.

At Mt. Sinai the Lord descended with ten thousands of His angels, in the great light 
that shone on the Mt. When the Holy Law was given from His right hand, a fiery law went 
forth from Him to them.

Verse 3. Yes He loved this people, who He had chosen to be a holy people unto the Lord
above all others: He kept and preserved, guided and protected them throughout their 
wanderings in the wilderness. They sat down at the Lord's feet at Sinai when He delivered the 
Law from the top of the Mt. Everyone will receive His words, again to hear them, take them in,
love them, believe them, and act accordingly.

Verse 4. Moses had commanded them the Law – then descended from Jacob. The 
whole congregation of Israel – the Lord's people. To be transmitted to their posterity as an 
inheritance.

Verse 5. God was as their king (a theocracy) – the laws coming from Him; by Him 
guided and directed. As at Mt. Sinai, the heads of the people and tribes of Israel were gathered
together – to hear the law. The blessings particular to the several tribes begin as follows:

Verse 6. The tribe of Reuben shall live on and not die: as when they go into Canaan to 
help with its conquest with the other tribes, though the men were fewer than most of the other
tribes.

Verse 7. The blessing of Judah: may the Lord hear the prayer of Judah, confessing and 
praising, and asking for their needs to be met. Bring him unto his people in peace (when not 
at war).

May his abilities (hands and talents) be enough to provide for all the necessities of life, 
in peace or war. And be of special help to him from his enemies.

Verse 8. Concerning Levi: chiefly respecting Aaron of the tribe of Levi, who held the 
Urim and Thummim as high priest: holy in both human and divine natures – in life and 
actions. Who the Lord did prove at Massah; with whom He did strive at the waters of Meribah
– with Levi and the rest of the tribes.
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Verse 9. The Levites were not to respect their parents when they were to judge a cause, 
nor to any of their closest relatives, or their children. They observed the law of God, and His 
covenant with the people of Israel and have kept them: moral and religious duties.

Verse 10. The priests and Levites, dispersed among the several tribes, having cities 
allotted to them, taught the people the laws, statutes, and ordinances: moral, civil, and 
ceremonial.

The priests will put incense upon the altar of incense. Each priest, but only once; and 
the whole burnt offering, upon the altar of burnt offering.

Verse 11. Bless Lord, his substance and the work of his hands: (the priests and the 
Levites). The Lord is to strike down any and all that hate the faithful ministers of the word. 
The Lord is to smite them unto their not being able to rise again. They are enemies to God, 
His Laws, true religion and its ordinances. Their punishment must be severe.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 33:12-21.

12 ¶ And of Benjamin he said,
The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him;
and the LORD shall cover him all the day long,
and he shall dwell between his shoulders.
13 ¶ And of Joseph he said,
Blessed of the LORD be his land,
for the precious things of heaven, for the dew,
and for the deep that coucheth beneath,
14 and for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun,
and for the precious things put forth by the moon,
15 and for the chief things of the ancient mountains,
and for the precious things of the lasting hills,
16 and for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof,
and for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush:
let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph,
and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.
17 His glory is like the firstling of his bullock,
and his horns are like the horns of unicorns:
with them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth:
and they are the ten thousands of E'phra-im,
and they are the thousands of Manas'seh.
18 ¶ And of Zeb'ulun he said,
Rejoice, Zeb'ulun, in thy going out;
and, Is'sachar, in thy tents.
19 They shall call the people unto the mountain;
there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness:
for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas,
and of treasures hid in the sand.
20 ¶ And of Gad he said,
Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad:
he dwelleth as a lion,
and teareth the arm with the crown of the head.
21 And he provided the first part for himself,
because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he seated;
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and he came with the heads of the people,
he executed the justice of the LORD,
and his judgments with Israel.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 33:12-21.

Verse 12. And of Benjamin he said: he was beloved by the Lord. The Lord will keep him 
safe, from all enemies: the Lord will cover him (for ever) and be his strength (between his 
shoulders).

Verse 13. Of Joseph: blessed by the Lord was the land of his two sons Manasseh and 
Ephraim – full of all good things; from the rain from heaven: the fruits produced abundantly, 
the blessing of God to his people to make them fruitful in every good word and work.

For the dew, also down from heaven, blessing the fruits of the earth. And for the waters 
that are beneath the dry land: springs and fountains that come forth, enriching the earth.

Verse 14. And for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun: even from seeds, and 
sweetened the fruits thereof. And for the influence of the moon – coolness and moisture 
(cucumbers and gourds) and things that are affected by the monthly change in pressure of the 
changing moon cycles.

Verse 15. And things of the ancient mountains which produced grass, corn, vines, figs, 
olives and so forth.

Verse 15. And the precious things of the lasting hills, which will endure as long as the 
world.

Verse 16. And for the precious things of the earth and the fulness thereof: the plants 
that plentifully grow forth, for the cattle to flourish, and the trees of strength in great 
abundance.

And for the good will of him that dwelt in the bush (the angel of the Lord who appeared
to Moses). Also an emblem of Israel. Let all blessing come upon the head of Joseph – the head
of the righteous – who was separated from his brothers (who sold him into Egypt).

Verse 17. His glory like the firstling of his bullock, with horns like the unicorns – figures
of power and strength of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph. They will 
push the people to the borders of the land of Canaan, done by Joshua (push – what animals 
do with their horns – drive away, hurt and destroy adversaries). The 10,000s of Ephraim, the 
thousands of Manasseh.

Verse 18. Zebulun will rejoice in going out to sea – merchants going by boats to foreign 
ports, safely. And Issachar, dwelling in their tents, they stay at home, caring for their 
abundant cattle.

Verse 19. They shall call the people unto the mountain of the house of the sanctuary 
(the temple to be built upon a mountain).

There they will offer sacrifices of righteousness in faith. They will become rich by their 
trading at sea – thereby obligated to offer sacrifices to the Lord, Who prospered them.

And of the treasures hid in the sand – as gold and silver, pearls and corals, extracted 
from the sand, or riches left by wrecked ships.
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Verse 20. Praise God Who enlargeth the tribe of Gad. He was as a lion: courageous, 
with no fear of his enemies. As a lion he tears his prey, quickly tears the arms of their enemy 
and also their kings or governors (the crown of the head).

Verse 21. And he provided the first part of the land (of Sihon and Og) for his families. 
Placed there by Moses the lawgiver, according to God's will where the fortifications would 
keep them safe while he came with his soldiers to enter Canaan with the Israelites, and justly 
fulfilled his promises to God and Israel.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 33:22-29.

22 ¶ And of Dan he said,
Dan is a lion's whelp:
he shall leap from Bashan.
23 ¶ And of Naph'tali he said,
O Naph'tali, satisfied with favor,
and full with the blessing of the LORD,
possess thou the west and the south.
24 ¶ And of Asher he said,
Let Asher be blessed with children;
let him be acceptable to his brethren,
and let him dip his foot in oil.
25 Thy shoes shall be iron and brass;
and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.
26 There is none like unto the God of Jesh'urun,
who rideth upon the heaven in thy help,
and in his excellency on the sky.
27 The eternal God is thy refuge,
and underneath are the everlasting arms:
and he shall thrust out the enemy from before thee;
and shall say, Destroy them.
28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone:
the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine;
also his heavens shall drop down dew.
29 Happy art thou, O Israel:
who is like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD,
the shield of thy help,
and who is the sword of thy excellency!
And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee;
and thou shalt tread upon their high places.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 33:22-29.

Verse 22. Of Dan he said – he is a lion's whelp: bold, courageous, strong. He shall leap 
from Bashan as lion hunted there – and leaped upon their prey. The Danites settled in the 
northwest part of Israel – not sufficient for them they took over the northeast part of Leshem 
(Joshua 19:47).

Verse 23. And of Naphtali he said: satisfied with the favor of men: he gave goodly words
to them and they returned the favor. He also had the full blessings of the Lord. They had the 
fruitful land of Gennesaret, a lake, with gardens and fields in its valley.
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Verse 24. And of Asher he said: blessed with large numbers of children (57,000 men of 
war) – Numbers 26:47) more than the rest of Jacob's children. He was acceptable to his 
brethren for his olives and oil, brass and iron: enough oil to wash his feet in.

Verse 25. His shoes will be of iron and brass (iron and brass nails stuck to the bottoms 
of their shoes). They also will have the same strength when they are old that they had when 
young.

Verse 26. There is none like unto the God of Israel (Jeshurun: one of their names). The 
Lord was their God in a special sense: having chosen, redeemed, and made a covenant with 
them. There is none other: His perfection: purity, holiness, goodness, wisdom, power, faithful:
the wonders of His whole creation, His providence, grace, blessings, earthly and of the 
spiritual, bestowed upon people.

He who is sovereign over all of nature, including the sky, the heavens, which he shows 
to the people in helping them – even hail, lightning and thunder, against their enemies (Egypt
and those in Canaan).

Verse 27. Their eternal God is their refuge: the Ancient of days – before all time and 
things: is, and was, and is to come. His office as Mediator: His eternal election, the everlasting
covenant, the creation of all things out of nothing.

The refuge of his people, underneath them and the everlasting arms of God, to support 
and protect, keeping the people safe and secure.

He will thrust out the Canaanite enemies from before them, making room for them. He 
gives them orders to destroy these Canaanites utterly (Deuteronomy 7:1,2).

Verse 28. It will only be the Israelites that shall certainly dwell alone, in safety – in 
confidence; no fear of enemies; their God remains with them and all around them.

The fountain of Jacob (all of Israel who did spring from him as the water of a fountain).
They shall dwell in Canaan with great abundance of corn, wine, and all good things. The 
heavens will drop down dew, making the land fruitful. God will drop down upon the Israelites 
the dew of grace and of blessings upon His people.

Verse 29. Happy are the Israelites: this concludes the summary of their blessings; Who 
is like them: having been saved out of Egypt. The Lord was their shield, of faith and salvation. 
The Israelites take hold of this shield in times of trouble. The Lord was their sword, excellent, 
sharp to destroy their enemies.

Those enemies that made great threat against the Israelites will be found to be great 
liars. They shall not be able to carry out their words against Israel. Israel will tread upon their 
high places: they will possess their cities in high plains, their fortresses built on high places.

By tradition it was described as treading upon the necks of their kings (high persons).
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Lesson XXXIV

Deuteronomy chapter 34.

Scripture. Deuteronomy 34:1-12.

The Death of Moses
1 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, that is over against Jericho: and the LORD showed him all the land of Gil'e-ad, unto 
Dan,
2 and all Naph'tali, and the land of E'phra-im, and Manas'seh, and all the land of Judah, 
unto the utmost sea,
3 and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zo'ar.
4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes,
but thou shalt not go over thither.
5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the LORD.
6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth–pe'or: but no man
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.
7 And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor 
his natural force abated.
8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days 
of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.
9 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his 
hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD 
commanded Moses.
10 And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew 
face to face,
11 in all the signs and the wonders which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to 
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,
12 and in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses showed in the sight 
of all Israel.

Commentary on Deuteronomy 34:1-12.

Verse 1. Moses went up from the plains of Moab, where the Israelites had been for 
some time. Here Moses had carefully repeated to them God's law: all that is within this book. 
First he read to them, then sang the song in chapter 32. He had blessed the tribes in chapter 
33.

At God's command he then went up the mountain named Nebo, to the top called 
Pisgah, across the Jordan River from Jericho to the West. He went alone, still strong and able 
to do so, at 120 years old.

The Lord showed him the Promised Land: from Gilead to the city of Dan in the 
northwest: Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh possessed Gilead.

Verse 2. And all Napthali in the northern part which included Galilee where the 
Messiah would spend much of His time (Matthew 4:13-15).

In the mid-part was the land of Ephraim and Manasseh. To the south lay the land of 
Judah, its western border on the Mediterranean Sea (called the utmost sea).
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Verse 3. The southern part of the land – directly east of where Moses is the plain valley 
of Jericho known for the multitude of palm-trees, unto Zoar near the salt sea (the Dead Sea).

Verse 4. The Lord again said unto him: this is the land that He swore unto Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to give to their descendants. This, Moses has now seen it with his own eyes, 
by God's grace, but he will not go into that land.

Verse 5. So Moses died in the land of Moab – the Lord's servant, according to God's 
Word.

Verse 6. He was buried in a nearby valley under the Lord's direction (a ministry of 
angels), in the land of Moab, near a temple of Baal-peor. No one knows where his grave to this
day.

Verse 7. Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died – 3 equal periods: 40 
years with Pharaoh's court, 40 in Midian, 40 in the care and government of Israel, in the 
wilderness. The average lifespan of the time was 70 years. Moses still had good eyesight, 
strength, and vigor: neither withered or wrinkled.

Verse 8. The children grieved over Moses' death in the plains of Moab for 30 days. 
Then the days of mourning were over (the 8th of March). On the 10th the Israelites went over 
Jordan. On the 16th the manna ceased.

Verse 9. Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom. Thus he was the 
successor of Moses, and qualified to govern the people of Israel. Moses had laid his hands 
upon him. The people accepted him as their supreme governor under God as commanded 
through Moses.

Verse 10. After this time, no prophet like unto Moses arose in Israel since his death or 
in the times of Joshua, who wrote this chapter. The Lord knew Moses face to face: none others
had this relationship with their God, as a friend.

Verse 11. The Lord had sent Moses to do signs and wonders: in Egypt to Pharaoh, his 
servants and his land;

Verse 12. And all Moses did with a mighty hand – as stretched across the sea that 
divided, and caused terror, showed in the sight of all Israel: thunders and lightning, 3 days of 
darkness the death of the first-born. And the respected commandments of the Lord their God.

Finis.
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